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Film Biz Plans Backing of Musical — 
Producers for Securance of Rights 








Picture biz is putting its finger 
fnte everybody's pie. It is now pro- 
ceeding with the plan to back mu- 
gical comedy producers as_ the 
cheapest form of investment for the 
eventual screen rights to Movietone 
and Vitaphone versions of these 
musicals. Almost every big picture 
producer is secretly approaching 
independent and established music- 
al comedy impresarios with proffers 
of ready backing and a free b.r. in 
return for the screen rights to the 
shows. 

It’s a cinch gamble. If one in 
three clicks, it’s a break for the 
picture producer. Meantime, he has 
the call on song and number rights 
from the weak sisters for whatever 
use, either in full length or con- 
densed form. that he may choose, 
One reported instance, in process of 
consummation, is Warners backing 
Vincent Youmans. It was W.B. 
which paid $40,000 for the flop 
“Rainbow” that Youmans composed 
but which Philip Goodman produced. 
Youmans is also a producer, with 
“Hit the Deck” to his credit, and 
the Warner freres are anxious to 
guarantee the producer-composer. 


Legit Parallel 


This parallels the well-known 
tie-up currently between Paramount 
and the Frohman-Gilbert Miller 
office for all legit plays. Fox some 
seasons ago backed John Cromwell, 
Inc., also Al Lewis and John Golden 
in a number of individual plays, 
with the idea of bidding first for the 
acreen rights. 

This is what threw the Authors’ 
League and the Dramatists’ Guild 
into some excitement, stating the 
author didn’t stand an equitable 
break through the producer selling 
him out cheaply to some exclusive 
screen producer, instead of holding 
his manuscript for open market bid- 
ding to the highest purchaser. 

Same situation would arise with 
the musicals excepting that, as in 
the Warner case, they insure them- 
selves through also tieing up the 
authors as contract writers. In ad- 
dition, Warners has its own staff 
of tunesmiths and wordsmiths at 
command through the Witmark mu- 
sic publishing alliance. 


Reformers Hire Boys 
As Vice Den Sleuths 


Minneapolis, March 26. 

Law Enforcement Association, a 
focal reform organization financed 
by church leaders here, has been 
employing University of Minnesota 
Students under 21 as investigators 
to obtain evidence against disorder- 
ly houses, night clubs and gam- 
bling resorts. 

This was revealed during the trial 
in district court of Ben Wilson, 
Proprietor of the Oriental Cafe, a 
negro night club heavily patronized 
by whites and raided by the police 
as a disorderly house. 

Student investigators testified re- 
Garding liquor drinking and “ex- 
tremely suggestive dancing” by 
young colored women performers in 
the cafe, 





Swings a Mean Tray 


——— 


Detroit, March 26. 

A cigarette girl who doubtes 
in the show of a local cafe, | 
doing one number a night, has 
been averag'ng around $250 a 
week for herself just in tips. 

She maintains a high priced 
ear and chauffeur and is living 
at the best hotel in town. 


Sets and Talent From 
Screen Musicals for Stage 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Warners have a unique idea in 
connection with their twe musical 
comedies now in production, “On 
With the Show” and ®Rainbow.” 
Idea is to use sets and talent from 
these: two pictures to frame stage 
versions to be presented at $2.50 
top in Los Angeles theatres. 

“Rainbow” was done in New York 
by Philip Goodman. “On With the 
Show” is an original idea. Is due 
for trial about June 1. 


Schipa Throws Party 
On Grand Opera Scale 


Tito Schipa, the operatic star, has 
composed an originai opera for him- 
self which Domenico Savino is scor- 
ing at present. It will see its world 
premiere in Milan by the local opera 
company. 

Schipa is now in Hollywood su- 
pervising the completion of a new 
$100,000 home in Beverly Hills which 
will be the scene of a gigantic 
housewarming on a marathon of 
visits by musical and theatrical 
celebs. They will be brought west 
from New York and other points 
to the Schipa home, with all ex- 
penses to and fro defrayed by the 
opera star who goes after things 
in a big way that way. 
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Chi Goes for Crime 

>. 
Radio 

Chicago, March 26, 
Use of the WGN broadcasting 
facilities for immediate communi- 
cation with squad cars by the po- 
lice department has pruven so suc- 
cessful Police Commissioner Rus- 
sell is asking the city council to 
finance a civic broadcasting station 

for that purpose. 

Immediately following a crime 
the regular WGN program is cut 
into for an announcement to vari- 
ous touring squad cars, all of which 
have sets tuned permanently to that 
station. 

Novelty of the broadcast has so 
interested listeners there have been 
no complaints against the cut-ins. 





Station is even advertising the po- 
lice calls as a special entertainment 
feature. 
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HIRE PERSONAL 
PUBLICITY MEN 


Endorsing Anything and 
Everything for Mention 
and Coin—Fret Over Ma- 
trons Getting First Call 
From Advertisers — Nite 
Club Openings Worth 
$500 — Cliques Battling 
Each Other—Working All 
Angles 


a 


UNDERSELLING ELDERS 





Debutantes in New York are well 
into the habit of paying high sal- 
aried press agents for personal 
glorification. The girls are grab- 
bing at the chance to endorse any- 
thing, and after all sorts of means 
to obtain publicity. 

As the bulk of the endorsing 
racket has been more or less sewed 


up by society matrons, the debbies 
who feel that publicity is more es- 
sential to them than to their older 
sisters are wandering afar in order 
to get mention. 

Agents for advertising companies 
are frequently approached by debu- 
tantes, or by their press representa- 
tives, with offers to endorse at a 
reduced rate, in the hope of getting 
some of the business away from the 
married set. However, the adver- 
tising firms apparently have a pen- 
chant for the matrons, particu- 
larly those who have acquired high 
priced married names, 

Debbies are also alwayg ready to 
pick up a little easy coin. Adver- 
tisements showing So-and-So on 
Park avenue wearing never-pinch 
shoes, which looks like such a nice, 
accidental little occurrence, pay 

200 to each debbie. Another stunt 
of the debbies which pays good 
money, besides giving publicity, ig 
to get a job as chairman of the 
debutante board whenever a new 
nite club which wants to cater to 
a society crowd is opened. 

Grade B Debs 

About $500 is the usual pay for a 
‘hairman, who appoints the rest of 
{ihe board. Entire crew then gei 
busy and telephone their friends, 
asking them to patronize the club. 
It's a strange fact that the debbies 
who go in for the nite club jobs also 
have a clique which excludes other 
debbies from competition. 

There is what is known as the 
gin mill crowd, which goes in fo: 
the nite club thing, and more con- 
servative circles are kept out. It 
may. be at their own inclination, as 
a good many on nite club boards 
are looked upon as grade B debs. 

The charity fete, or affair, which 
was formerly the main outlet for 
the debbies craving for publicity 
is now almost looked down upon 
and ignored by the youngsters who 
are looking for individual and im- 
portant mention with remuneration 





to boot. 


‘SPACE CRAZY DEBUTANTES 











Atmogphere Billing 





Dean Bros., dance team, lay- 
ing off for months around New 
York, finally secured a date, 
three-a-day “showing” date, 
but a date, nevertheless. They 
were told to write their own 
billing. 

They did: 

“From Hunger.” 


Revue Between Halves 
Of Arena Basket Ball 


A vaude revue presented between 
halves of basketball games in the 
old Armory at 66th and Broadway 
is a new sports wrinkle. 

Irving Verschleiser, who with his 
brother, Dave, is transforming the 
old armory into a sports stadium, 


is the originator of the floor revue 
show gag to enliven the profession- 
al game. The New York Celtics 
have been acquired by Verschieiser 
as the armory’s permanent basket- 
ball card, 

The reorganized Celtics engage 
the star colored Renaissance five in 
their first armory contest April 1, 
at which iime the vaude revue ig 
expected to make its debut. 

Bid was made fer a night club 
act, available for vaude bookings. 


Benefit for Families of 
Waiters Bound for Atlanta 


Broadway celebs invaded the New 
Frivolity club and gave a beefsteak 
benefit for the wives and families 
of half a dozen Frivolity. waiters 
Atlanta bound for violation of the 
Volstead act. Feed was $7 a plate. 

Everybody chipped in, and enter- 
tained. Exact figures unavailable, 
but a conservative estimate of the 
intake is $2,500. 


Offer Rejected 


Portland, Me., Mareh 26. 

Leaders of the Ku Klux Klan in 
this vicinity endeavoring to secure 
a place for Sen. Heflin to speak on 
Good Friday, applied for and of- 
fered $1,000 for the use of the Jef- 
ferson theatre. Property is owned 
by the Roman Catholic bishop of 
Portland. 

Heflin will not speak at the Jeff. 























HOTELS’ POOL BIDS 


New York hotels with swimming 
pools are becoming more numerous. 
Competition for bathers, accord- 


fee and cake for every wet bathing 


suit. 








ingly, is getting keener. 

Queen move is being made by a 
northern Times Square hostelry | 
which is arranging to throw in co 





Chinese Tong System Explains 
Cafes’ Success; Waiters as “Partners” 





Unique organization of the Chi- 
nese places and the systematic co- 
operation that they give one an- 
other practically insures the yellow 


peril places from failure. Almost 
all of the Chinese places in New 
York are the property of either the 
On Liong or the Hip Sing Tong and 
all are operated by stock formation. 

Secretary who handles the busi- 
ness affairs of each Tong puts a 
man in as proprietor who may or 
may not own part of the stock of 
the restaurant, but the place bears 
his name. Chances are that every 
Chinese laundryman in New York 
owns a couple of shares in the place. 

Occasionally the Tongs open 
places in opposition to each other, 
but this does not happen often as 
all is peaceable between the Tongs 
at present and it is the wish of the 
Tongs to remain so. Number of the 
Chinamen employed in these places 
do not belong in the country and 
any trouble within the Tongs causes 
outside interference and investiga- 
tion. Tongs have a lien on the ser- 
vices of a number of the Chinese 
employees and often part of their 
wages have to be put into the busi- 
ness, Practically all of the Chinese 
laundries in New York are owned 
and run by the Tongs in the same 
fashion as are the restaurants with 
representatives put into each place. 

Chinese are honest and their 
credit is good. All of the supplies 
for the restaurants are grown in 
their own truck gardens on Long 
Island. Entire close and personal 
organization of the Chinese enter- 
prises keeps outsiders from buying 
them out and when financial diffi- 
culties do befall one of their restau- 
rants the system prevents disas- 
trous failures. Chinese places run 
as individual enterprises seldom, 
if ever, prosper. 


Stage Bands Holler, 
Pit Man Is Too Good 


Handicapped by being too cocd is 
the unusual cause for Phil Fabello 
and his pit orchestra-entertainers 
being shifted from the RKO River- 
side into another house. The induc- 
tion of the straight vaudeville policy 
next Sunday is the reason for Fa- 
bello’s quitting there Saturday after 
being a strong draw since the start 
of the season. 

Stage bands have complained that 
Fabello’s entr’acte specialties and 
overture have made it too tough for 
them to follow him. 

Instead, Milton Schwartzwald, the 
RKO general musical director, will 
spot Fabello in another house, pos- 
sibly the neighboring 81st Street. 
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Sapene Utters Downright 


Boycott 


Threat Against American Trade 


Unless French Films Are Shown 


Paris, March 26. 

Bnless American film distributors 
buy foreign made pictures and 
show them in the States, the en- 
tire European industry will band 
together to exclude American prod- 
uct. 

This is the substance of the 
declaration made to Variety’s cor- 
respondent by Jean Sapene, the 
Will Hays of France. He freely 


admits that all European picture 
producers of any ‘importance have 
linked themselves to promote their 
business at the expense of the 
Americans. 

Sapene expressed the idea that 
the present trouble is attributable 

(Continued on page 60) 


Charles Pathe Back in 
Pictures on Big Scale 


Paris, March 26. 

Charles Pathe, once a looming 
power in world film affairs, is on 
his way to a comeback in pictures 
in a big scale. 

He has all but completed a deal 
with Fournier whereby he takes 
over the string of theatres operated 
by that interest and amounting to 
20 houses. 

That is reported but the begin- 
ning. In addition he proposes to 
re-enter the producing and distrib- 
uting field and appears to be work- 
ing on the American three-cornered 
producer-chain operating plan, since 








he is reported in the market to 
acquire as many theatres as are 
available. 


Warners’ W. E. Franchise | 


For Equipment Use Abroad 


Armed with the first franchises 
granted American producers to use 
Western Electric: equipment in Ger- 
many and England, H. M. Warner 
and George Quigley, head of Vita- 
phone, left last week for Europe. 

Sudden ‘concentration of Warners 
on foreign soil is attributed to an 
eye on the quota laws, Also, the 
amaigamation: of foreign talker 
equipment and producing groups in 
which the brothers are said to play 
an important part. 

With the granting of the addi- 
tional franchises, although two are 
already understood to have been 
given British producers by J. G. 
Otterson, Electrical Research Prod- 
ucts’ chief during his Euorpean 
visit, it is understood differences 
between Warners and W. E. have 
been washed up. These material- 
ized over a year ago when arbitra- 
tion proceedings were instituted to 
satisfy charges of “improper dili- 

ence” brought by Warners against 

Western. These had to do. with 
Brice and output of equipment 
handicapp »g the Warners. 


i haittng on Sound 


Paris, March 26. 
Diamant Berger, important French 
exhibitor and a former film pro- 
is sailing for New York this 
week With the purpose of looking 
into the talker situation at first 
hand. 





SCALES JOINS FOX 


London, March 26. 
Thomas Scales, chief cameraman 
and assistant editor with Pathe 
news here, will join the Fox sound 
news staff in Britain about April 1. 
Scales has been with Pathe for 





about 17 years. 
MAKING “RITTY” TALK 
Worldwide is reshooting part of 
British International's “Kitty” in 


the RCA studios, New York. 

Estelle Brody and Robert Stewart 
are here, with severa] other cast 
members, to give the picture the 
dialog edge necessary for American 
booking. 








pa Looks to Dialog 
Films as Industry’s Hope 


Berlin, March 26. 

Germans depressed by the fail- 
ure of the German film industry 
to hold its own against foreign, and 
particularly American and in some 
cases Russian competition, are be- 
ginning to look upon the advent of 
dialoz pictures as the salvation of 
the home industry. 

Nobody but Germans, they feel, 
can ever make dialog pictures in 
the German language. Hence, the 
general assumption that talkers will 
revive film production here by 
eliminating foreign competition in 
German-speaking territory. 

Failure to list a single German 
picture among the 10 best pictures 
of 1928, in many summaries and 
with two or three Russian pic- 
tures included had a melancholy 
effect upon many Germans. Tempo, 
an evening paper, concedes that the 
quality of German product had 
slumped and that the American 
ratings were justified. 


12% More Theatres 


Berlin, March 26. 

Although the German exhibitors 
are continually. complaining about 
bad business last year, 523 new pic- 
ture houses opened their doors. 
There are now 5,013 houses in Ger- 
many. These theatres have at their 
disposal 1,874,518 seats which is 
186,033 more than last year. The 
number of seats in the theatres 
has increased 10 percent., the num- 
ber of theatres, 12 percent. 


““Ark’s” Press Reaction 


London, March 26. 

“Noah’s Ark,” opening at the 
Piccadilly here, was acclaimed by 
the press as the biggest film spec- 
tacle yet produced, but caught vary- 
ing criticisms in regard to its story. 

All agree, however, the production 
is very moving. 


HAIK’S FILM HOUSE 


Paris, March 26. 
Jacques Haik has acquired by 
purchase the Ducret (controlling) 
interest in the Olympia theatre lo- 
eated in the heart of the Amer- 
ican quarter. 
He will entirely redecorate and 








rearrange. House will then have a 
straight picture policy. 


GILDA’S PROLOG 
Special talking prolog is to be 
made by Gilda Gray for “Piccadil- 
ly,” the British International pic- 
ture. 
Feature will be sounded at the 


RCA Photophone studio on 24th 
street. 


OLYMPIA VAUDE ENDS 


Paris, March 26. 
Olympia vaudeville is ending the 
last of May, the house being con- 
verted into a deluxe picture estab- 
lishment. 


South American Talker 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Julio De Moraes, of Brazil, hus- 
band of Lia Tora, screen actress, is 
making “Progress and Justice” in 
three reels at Tec-Art. 

It’s a tale of South America and 
may have dialog in Spanish and 
Portugtese. . 


Artclass® Foreign Deal 

Artclass Pictures Corp., has made 
a deal with Hoffberg, Cornfield Co., 
whereby the latter concern will 
distribute Artclass product through- 
out Central Europe. 

Arrangement includes the pur- 
chase of approximately 140 sub- 
jects. 
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GEORGIE WOOD 





17 Tring avenue, 
W. 5, England. 

That feeling of wanting to see 
New York is getting worse. Some- 
thing will have to be done. Still 
successfully touring my own road 
show, “Babes in Hollywood,” but 
money isn’t everything, and Barry 
Lupino wants to see me, and I want 
to see him. Oh, I must come over 
this fall! 


Ealing, London, 











Mussolini’s Titles 





Washington, March 26. 

Mussolini has turned title 
writer. 

This along with his many 
cabinet offices, etc. 

During the signing of the 
Treaty between the Italian 
Government and the Vatican 
at the Lateran Palace, George 
Canty advises the Department 
of Commerce, the Italians made 
motion pictures. Film was sub- 
mitted to Mussolini for ap- 
proval. 

He liked it so well, says Can- 
ty, that he sat down and wrote 
the titles himself. 














P. C. T. ISSUE DISAPPOINTS 


Public Only Takes 24% of $6,250,000 
—Other Issues Delayed as Result 








London, March 26. 

A $6,250,000 debenture bond issue 
made by Provincial Cinematograph 
Theatres last week fel] down with 
the public only taking 24 per cent, 
leaving the Ostrers and other un- 
derwriters with the remaining 76 
per cent. 

Resultant effect is to hold up 
other film production and theatre 
issues as the public is cold on these 
after the disappointing results ob- 
tained from most companies floated 
since the passing of the Films Act. 


Moulin Rouge Vaude 


Paris, March 26. 

Abe Lyman scored an enormous 
success March 22 opening the fort- 
night of vaudeville between revues 
at the Moulin Rouge. 

Dorothy McNuelty, dancer form- 
erly with “Good News” was also 
well received. Others were Little 
Esther Dillon, Hank’s Mule and 
Charpin singer. 

Lyman is doubling out of the Per- 
roquet. 


“PORGY” OPENS APRIL 10 


London, March 26. 
Contrary to local dailies, C. B. 
Cochran's version of “Porgy” goes 
to His Majesty’s April 10. 
Cochran has just leased the house 
from the Daniel Mayer Company. 


JIM BARTON’S POSTPONEMENT 


London, March 26. 
Jim Barton’s appearance at the 
Kit Kat restaurant has been post- 
poned until next September due to 
the return there of Abe Lyman and 
his outfit. 


ALL THEATRES CLOSED 


Paris, March 26. 
All theatres in France are closed 
today (Tuesday) in honor of Mar- 
shal Foch. 
Funeral is dominating the city. 





DeHaven and Nice in Show 


London, March 26. 
DeHaven and Nice have joined 
“Charivaria,” the new Melville 
Gideon show which is now touring 
the provinces. ' 
No date get 
opening. 





on the West End 





German Regulations For Issuing of 
50 Picture Export Premium Permits 





Franco-German Scenario 


Dept. as Production Aid 


Washington, March 26. 

That France really hopes to get 
productions into the U. S. is evi- 
denced in an official report on the 
move being made to develop sce- 
nario writers among the French.* 

Shortage of suitable story ma- 
terial is pronounced as “acute” in 
the report with the policy of main- 
taining contract writers dispensed 
with because of their non-produc- 
tivity. 

Idea is to get Germans to join 
with the French industry and ap- 
propriate for a joint scenario or- 
ganization. Various. French and 
German producing organizations will 
be asked to join.and be taxed pro-. 
rata the expense of operating the 
new idea. 





-_— 


Checkoff. Series 


Berlin, March 26. 


of the death of Anton Checkoff; fa- 
mous Russian author, the Russian’ 
government, through Sovkimo, its 
principal film producing unit, will 
create “A Film Almanach.” 

This will consist of a series of 
Checkhofft’s. short stories to be 
filmed, each by a different director 
and cast; and released together in 
10-reels. 


Paris Cinema Bills 
Paris, March 26. 
Following are the current bills 
at the leading Paris picture houses:, 
Madeleine—“Dancing Daughters” 
and stage show. 
Gaumont—“Verdun” continued. 
Paramount — “Shanghai Bound,” 
also “Crooning Melodies” in sound. 
Helen Wehrle features stage show, 


24 FOR BRITISH QUOTA 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
Inter-Americas Film Productiong,. 
headed by .Owen B. Fantine, Jr., 
and Al Davis, will make 12 features 


by Gaumont. 

Davis will. direct features and J. 
J. Richardson the comedies, First 
feature wiRk be “White Hell.” 


ABROAD FOR NEWSREEL 
Paris, March 26. 





Thomas Chalmers is due here 
from New York next week to act 
as production editor on Fox’s 
Movietone news reel for all Europe. 
He was assistant editor in the New 
York office. 

It is understood. here that Fox 
now has 11 sound wagons, covering 
this area, which doesn’t include the 
two in the Far. Bast. 





TOURNEUR’S RUSSIAN FILMS 


London, March. 26. , 
Maurice Tourneur arrived here 
this week with.a plan to make, Brit- 
ish Films in conjunction with Rus- 
sia. 
Serge Ermolieff is interested with 
Tourneur in the promotion. 


SAILINGS 


April 10 (New York to London) 
Jules Murry (Leviathan). 

March 29 (New York to Paris): 
Jack Connolly, Thomas Chalmers 
(Berengaria). 

March 29 (New York to London): 
Dorothy Farnum (Ile de France). 

March 29 (New York to London) 
Mrs. Arch Selwyn (Ile de France). 

March 27 (London to New York): 
Bayard Veiller (Olympic). 

March 25 (New York to London) 
Mark Barron, Ward Morehouse, 
John York, Gladys York and “Porgy” 
cast (65) (Columbus). 

March 25 (New York to London) 
Ward. Moorehouse; Mark Barron 
(Columbus). 

March 24.(New York to Glasgow) 
Rene and Jim Dunlop (Caledonis). 

March 22 (New York to Italy), 
Titta Ruffo (Augustus). 

March 21 (New. York to Eng- 
land): Channing Pollock, wife and 
daughter (Aquitania). 

March 20 (New York to England) 
Corrine Griffith and Walter orog- 
co, Ramon Novarro (Leviathan). 

April 20 (New York to London): 





To celebrate the 25th anniversary 


and 12 short comedies. under ,the }, 
British quota. Distribution ,will be} 


,S0n 's 


Berlin, March 17. 

Regulations for the distribution 
of export premium permits, given 
out officially by the German Gov- 
ernment, read as follows: 

Under the provisions of the de- 
cree of Dec. 11, 1928, governing the 
import of exposed motion picture 
films, 50 of the 210 permits to be 
given out during the film year 
1929-30 were retained by the Fed- 
eral Commissioner for Import and 
Export Permits to be distributed 
among German firms showing that 
they have sold German films abroad. 
After consultation with the indus- 
try, the following regulations gov- 
erning the distribution of these ex- 


port premium permits are. an- 
nounced: 
By “film export” is meant the 


sale of foreign exhibition rights in 
foreign countries. 

The export of a film is regarded 
as: completed when the agreed sales 
price has been paid in. whole ,.or in 
‘part, and the film given adequate 
public shc-ving in the ,foreign pur- 
chaser’s country. 

Permits can be applied for only 
for export of German films. that 
were originally licensed for showing 


‘in.Germany (censored) after Jan. 1, 


1926, ..; 

The allotment of shane. per mits is 
‘governed by the amounts that were 
actually. received in Germany from 
the sale of foreign exhibition rights. 

Distribution of these permits takes 
place as follows 

Each firm will be granted permits 
in'the proportion in whieh its, re- 
ceipts from foreign countries com- 
pare with the total of all such re- 
ceipts obtained by Germany. 


Only complete permits are to be 


distributed. Whether firms whose 
receipts, are less than. 1/50th of the 
total German receipts can obtain 
permits will be decided, later after, 
an examination of the applications, 
Only those firms located and reg- 
istered in Germany and authorized 
(Continued on page 69) 


W. E. Will Have British 





|» School on Installation 





Iicantans Eléctric is speeding its 
talker representation in foreign 


.colintries to the point of sending 


to: England T. A. Hurlburt one of 
its . specialists on __ installation. 
Hurlburt, who has presided over a 
school for WE men here, will im- 
mediately inaugurate similar classes 


fot British electricians. He sails | 
this week. 
With Hurlburt also go John 


Donelson, Jr., formerly the electric’s 
supervisor at Atlanta, and J. lL. 
Quick in a similar post in Cincin- 
nati. They will remain perma- 
nently in London. ‘ 

Presiding over installations 
Panama and Cuba is C. W. Wilkin- 
assignment. The Strand, 
Colon, will be wired under his 
supervision. Wilkinson will take in 
the entire Panama area for theatre 
prospects. 

Al Anjard and J. W. Watson left 
at the same time for Argentina. 
First will be assistant manager for 
WWE's Brazilian company while 
Watson will head the installation 
and service departments. 


German Quality Producer 
Switches to Talker 


Berlin, March, 26." , 
Pommer’s big productions 


in 





Erich 


for release under: the. Ufa brand, 


next season will be in sound, with 
the silents ignored entirely. 
Importance of the move comes 
from Pommer’s position in the Ger- 
man industry. He is a _ leading 
maker of quality films and stresses 
the slogan “cream of the program” 
in his output, particularly as ap- 
plied to a selected half dozen spe- 
cials annually. 





|M, E. Sullwan Joins Franco 


E. Sullivan, formerly man- 
aging director of the Little Car- 
negie Playhouse, hag been appoint- 
ed American representative the 
Franco Film Company. 


Operetta Revival 

{ Paris, March 26. 

Gaite Lyrique is reviving Offen- 
bach’s operetta, “Belle Helens 

Morton and Mereille Bers” will 


for 








Eddie Mayo and.Gang (Leviathan), | 


be featured. 
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PARIS REVIVES 
“THE CAPTIVE” 


Paris, March: 26, 

Among 2 number of spring re- 
givals, most interesting to Americans 
is the return at the Femina of “La 
Prisonniere,” which under the title 
of “The Captive” was suppressed in 
New York. Revival opens March 28 
(Thursday). 

Two new productions fared indif- 
ferently. At the Sarah Bernhardt 
Isola Brothers staged “Tristan et 
Iseut,” operetta, book by Joseph 
Bedier and music by Louis Artus. 
Work is in three acts and nine tab- 
leaux and follows the old legend 
used by Wagner. Cast has Andre 
Brule and Madeleine Lely, not very 
convincing in roles which call for 
youth. 

The Associated Comedians’ Soci- 
éty oddly enough picks this time to 
present at the Folies Dramatique 
Joseph Lorraine's poetical drama of 
the same title and material. This 
second presentation turned out su- 
perior to the more imposing pro- 
duction. 





New at Anthenee 

‘Tl Manquait’' un Homme” (“A 
Man was Missing”) did fairly well 
at the Athenee. It is a comedy by 
Felix Gandera. Why they removed 
the former tenant “Romance” while 
it was dong well, is a puzzle. New 
piece has to do with the daughter of 
a ruined Russian prince who dons 
masculine clothes and obtains a po- 
sition as chauffeur for a gay and 
wealthy young iron master and 
marries her employer after various 
adventures. 

Rosenberg who produces the piece, 
also plays the role cf an unscrupu- 
lous prince who runs a cabaret; 
Bernard plays the iron master and 
Mme. Soria Thrilling is the mas- 
querading princess. 

Another revival is the perennial 
“Mme. Sans Gene” at the Porte St. 
Martin. And still another is Guitry’s 
“Mariette.” 


London Warms Up 


London, March 26. 
Weather is summery and warm. 
After this week everybody who is 
anybody will be on the Continent 
or in the country holidaying. 
Show business necessarily af- 
fected. 





Paris, March 26. 
Beautiful weather continues, with 
temperatures in the 70's. 
Spring without rain is a treat to 
the natives, and the feeling of June 
here in March creates a gala spirit. 





Washington, March 26. 

Weather Bureau furnishes Va- 
riety the foilowing outlook for 
week starting Wednesday, March 
27: 

East of the Mississippi, fair Wed- 
nesday, some probability of show- 
ers Thursday or Friday. Generally 
fair Saturday and probably Sunday. 
Warmer Wednesday and Thursday, 
eooler Friday, and warmer again by 
Sunday. 


High Cost of Comfort 
Paris, March 26. 
Condemned by default, Maud 
Loty, French comedienne, has been 
billed with 50,000 frs. stipulated for- 
feiture and 30,000 frs. damages by 
the local courts for breach of con- 
tract. During the recent cold spell 
Maud went to the Riviera for a joy 
ride instead of turning up at the 
Moulin de la Chanson, a small local 
cabaret where she was engaged. 
The management thereupon sued 
for damages and won the suit when 
the popular actress failed to appear 
in Court in person or by proxy. The 
cabaret was cleverly represented by 
a female barrister. 


MOULIN ROUGE ACTS 
Paris, March 26. 
Emile Pladner, who spars with 
Johnny Walker, is the feature cur- 
rent at the Moulin Rouge. Louis 
Ponthieu presents the boxers. 
House also has Nina Payne and 
Florence and Grip booked opening 
April 4. 


FOR NEW PALACE REVUE 
Paris, March 26. 

Ann Freshman has been signed 
for the new Palace revue to be 
called “Paris-Madrid” in which 
Raquel! Meller wil! star. 

Last performances of the present 
revue are announced. 








“Love Lies” Looks Better 
Than “S O'Clock Gf” 


London, March %& 

Two musical openings late last 
week of which “Love Lies” appears 
to have a better chance than “Five 
O’Clock GirL” 

American plece ts at the Hippe- 
drome where it was generally re- 
garded by the press as rather weak 
with Ernest Truex and Jean Colin 
registering individually. Some of the 
notices were distinctly unfavorable. 
Outstanding specialty was that of 
the Adams Sisters, doubling into the 
show from the Trocadero cabaret. 

Galety is housing “Love Lies,” a 
modernly produced fast dancing en- 
tertainment, which was splendidly 
received. High light of this per- 
formance was Stanley Lupine who 
is also part author. 


Two Club Openings 


London, March 2. 
Cafe de Paris is being entirely 
renovated at a cost of $150,000 and 
will reopen April 15 under the sole 
management of Henry Cook, direc- 
tor of the Kit Cat. Opening attrac- 
tion will be Bob and Muriel John- 
ston (Americans) who are now ap- 
pearing at the Chez Victor in Paris. 
Andre Charlot’s cabaret at the 
Hotel Splendide, will make its debut 
April 3 with May Charles (Amer- 

ican) as the premier inducement. 


Hotel Syndicate Takes 
Prince’s—Old Regime Out 


London, March 26. 

A big hotel syndicate headed by 
Clement de Rich, formerly man- 
ager of the Savoy and Berkeley ho- 
tels, has taken over the manage- 
ment of the Prince's hotel and res- 
taurant. 

Considerable money will be spent 
in reconstruction, with the enter- 
tainment policy of the new man- 
agement as yet undefined. Former 
heads, including Capt. Pennington 
and Whitworth, are definitely out, 
also Whittaker’s band and tea 
dances. 


Berlin Opera Head Out 


Berlin, March 26. 

Bruno Walter, art director and 
leading conductor of the Berlin 
Municipal Opera, is giving up his 
directorship, but will remain as 
guest conductor. 

Walter proposed changes in con- 
duct of the civic institution so that 
general directorship of all three 
Berlin opera houses would be under 
his control in conjunction with 
Tietjen. When this was refused he 
declined to continue in his former 
capacity. Reason for declining 
Walter's plan was its conflict with 
existing contracts with Conductors 
Klemperer and Kleiber. 








Retirement Wager 


London, March 26. 

June, who recently appeared in 
New York in Hammerstein's ill- 
fated “Polly,” married Lord Inver- 
clyde here last Thursday (March 21) 
and states she has retired pro- 
fessionally. 

A large West End wager has been 
made that the musical comedy girl 
returns to the stage six months 
from the date of the wedding. 


“Glory” Hit in Berlin 


3erlin, March 26. 

“What Price Glory” established 
itself unmistakaby at its premiere 
in the Koenigsgraetzer theatre here. 

Skilful adaptation by Zuckmayer, 
a leading German dramatist, helped 
to this end. Much of Stallings’ 
rowdy language has been retained. 

Piscator has provided a modernis- 
tic staging which heightens the 
effect. 


ETHEL FORDE WEDS JOCKEY 
London, March 26. 

Ethel Forde, of the Forde Sisters, 
has become the wife of Steve 
Donoghue, England's premier jock- 
ey, who won the Derby three suc- 
cessive years. 

Wedding occurred in Lancashire 
March 17, Miss Forde giving her 
name as Finn with the newspapers 
finally unearthing the story but not 
suspecting the identity of the bride. 


PALLADIUM BOOKINGS 
London, March 26. 

Imminent bookings for the Pal- 
ladium (vaudeville) include Eddie 
Lambert and George Dewey Wash- 
ington, week of April 1; Avon 
Comedy Four, April 8, and Eddie 
Moran and Band April 29. 


VARIETY BY 











WILL MAHONEY 


The Dayton “Journal” said: “Any 
program that boasts of Will Ma- 
honey as its star is sure to be a 
winner, for, without a doubt, he is 
an unmatched comedian and lavish 


entertainer. Audiences forget they 
are in the theatre and howl with 
unrestrained laughter at him.” 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 











British Pit Men 





A story comes back from 
England giving an idea of the 
British vaudeville house or- 
chestra, 

Abe Lyman was at the Pal- 
ladium, London, and upon 
reaching encores asked for re- 
quest numbers. Immediate 
shouts were for “Rhapsody in 
Blue.” Lyman’s reply was to 
step to the footlights and say, 
“it would be silly for me to 
play that number for you. You 
heard your own (pit) orches- 
tra play it last week, and we 
cannot equal or better that 
effort.” 

Palladium is using 21 men 
in the pit. 


Royalty for Maybelle 
Gilman, Paris Hears 


Paris, March 26. 

Paris journals relay advices from 
Madrid that Maybelle Gilman, 
American musical comedy tar, 
whe married and divorced William 
Ellis Corey, Pittsburgh steel mil- 
lionaire, will be married May 9 to 
the Enfant Luis Bourbon of Or- 
leans, cousin of the king of Spain. 

Nuptials would be the culmina- 
tion of a romance that has been 
the subject of Continental gossip 
for 20 years. The former Miss 
Gilman is in Paris preparing to 
enter the Catholic church, a neces- 
sary preliminary to entrance into 
Spanish court circles, 


—— 

















Paris Turns a Penny 


Paris, March 26. 

With characteristic French thrift 
Paris shopkeepers and cinemas 
turned the public demonstration of 
Foch’s funeral to profit. 

Paris was crowded. Shops and 
hotels did a land-office business. 
Film houses raised scales as high 
as $1.20, and often sold seats twice 
when first purchasers couldn’t reach 
seats through the press of people. 

Even boats on the river charged 
$1.50 fares, which entitled passen- 
gers to two peeks at the funeral 
procession as it crossed the two 
bridges. 





Cancel Ingenues 


London, March 26. 

Palladium (vaudeville) will not 
play The Ingenues, girl band. 

Ed Shurman, manager of the 
femme musicians, insisted upon a 
four week’s engagement and trans- 
portation. 





Guitry’s Revival 


Paris, March 26. 
Theatre Edouard Seventh has in 
revival Sacha Guitry’s “Mariette,” 
with Sacha and his wife, Yvonne 
Printemps, playing the principal 
roles. 


“Mayor” Withdrawn 
London, March 26. 
Adelaide Phillpotts’ comedy, “The 
Mayor,” closed at the Royalty March 
, 23 after a fortaight’s run. 





GUILD IN LONDON? 
Deal Not Closed Yet—Mark Barron 
Sailing Just in Case 








Mark Barron, in the press depart- 
ment of the Theatre Guild, sailed 
for London on the Columbus Mon- 
day night to take care of publicity 
for the Guild’s London engagement 
this summer, when and if it ma- 
terializes, 

Despite reports printed by several 
papers that the Guild would defi- 
nitely go to London for a summer 
engagement, the thing has not been 
closed yet and until it is the Guild 
refuses to say it will have a Lon- 
don season. Sending Barron to Lon- 
don is taken as a precaution by the 
Guild, to have someone on the 
ground if present negotiatiuns are 
closed. 


V. A. F. Worries Over Acts’ 
4 Shows in Film Houses 


London, March 26, 

Vaudeville Artists’ Federation is 
much concerned over artists play- 
ing four shows daily in the picture 
houses. A general meeting has been 
held here with the extraordinary 
meetings taking place in the prin- 
cipal provincial centers with a view 
to overcoming the situation. 

It is doubtful if the organization 
is strong enough to command a 
remedy. 


Aliens Deported in 
London Club Crusade 


London, March 26. 

Fourteen Italians have been de- 
ported and 20 more have left volun- 
tarily owing to pressure from the 
authorities engaged in a crusade 
against certain features of London 
nite life resorts. 

Most of the departing aliens were 
engaged in the catering end of Lon- 
don nite clubs. 


“Motive” ‘Morbid 


Berlin, March 26. 

“The Motive,” by Leonard Frank, 
new at the Kammerspiele theatre, 
proves a halting and argumentative 
play, a preachment against capital 
punishment. 

A neurotic radical strangles his 
teacher, who poisoned his youth 
with the bitterness of class hatred. 
He is beheaded for the crime. 

Play promises a moderate success, 
due more to its admirable acting 
than to its merit as a play. 


Tax Reduction? 


London, March 26. 

Looks like amusement industry 
here is to get a Httle of the tax 
burden lifted. 

Chancellor Churchill is expected 
to grant concessions amounting to 
2,500,000 in gross tax reductions 
against theatres. 











Spring Crop — 
London, March 26. 

First crop of spring shows com- 
mences with Cochran's New Revue 
at the Pavillion March 27. “New 
Moon” comes into the Drury Lane. 

Melville, Gideon, Dave Burnaby 
and other producers are preparing 
eye and ear stuff for the warm 
months, 





Ted Sendwina Set Down 


London, March 26. 

Ted Sandwina, who was disquali- 
fied for fouling Phil Scott about a 
month ago, has repeated and is now 
under indefinite suspension by order 
of the British Boxing Board of Con- 
trol. 

New offense occurred March 21, 
when Sandwina fouled Charlie 
Smith and was disqualified. 


More French Promotion 
Paris, March 26. 

Marcel Knecht, secretary of the 
Paris Daily Matin, sailed for New 
York March 20 on a mission to pro- 
mote American co-operation for the 
French Colonial exposition to be held 
in 1931. 

He will organize a press bureau in 
New York and direct propaganda 
from there. 








Mawruss and Abe in Berlin 
Serlin, March 26. 

“Potash and Perlmutter, Detec- 
tives,” new at the Kuenstler thea- 
tre, is considered weak in compari- 
son with the earlier adventures of 

the Montagu Glass characters. 
Ettlinger and Graetz again deliver 
competent performances in the title 
roles. Looks like limited engage- 





ment 
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Berlin Vande Managers 
Out-Smart Exhibs 


Berlin, March 26 

Although protests have 
turned in from all over the country, 
the government has refused to re 
duce the tremendously high tax om 
film theatres which still remain at 
15 per cent. This has enraged the 
industry all the more, as it is now 
known that the leading Berlia 
vaudeville houses, Scala, Winter- 
garten and Plaza, have had thele 
taxes reduced to eight per cent, 

On top of this the Plaza, the new- 
ly opened popular priced house ia 
the north of Berlin, is now able to 
reduce its lowest price scale to 50 
pfennigs (twelve and a half cents), 
while the little film houses in the 
neighborhood have to ask 9@ 
pfennigs to one mark. Competition 
is hurting plenty. 

Over 15 of the. large picture 
houses are members ‘of the vaude- 
ville managers’ association and 
their first move will undoubtedly 
be resignation from this organiza- 
tion. For it is clear that the asso- 
ciation has not been working for 
their interests, as the fact that this 
tax reduction was kept. secret 
proves. It should now be difficult 
for the city to maintain its upstage 
attitude of refusal. 


Monday Openings 


London, March 26. 
Monday's (yesterday) vaude 
openings included Burns and Allen 
at the Palladium. Nifty cross-fire 
team unloaded the flyest chatter 











heard in London in years and 
cleaned up. 
Renie Riano’s eccentric style 


helped her get over at Coliseum, 
while Eddie Hunter and Johnny 
Nitt, at the Alhambra, clicked with 
excerpts from “Blackbirds.” 

Jean Berry and Dave Fitzgibbon, 
opening at the Mayfair Hotel, have 
been signed for two additional 
weeks. 


“Front Page” Too Strong 
For the British Censor 


London, March 26. 

Robert Loraine is sailing on the 
Olympic tomorrow (Wed.) to see a 
performance in New York of “The 
Front Page,” upon which he has 
an option for London. 

It is doubtful if the censor would 
pass the newspaper play. It is un- 
derstood he turned it down some 
months ago. 


AUSTIN RUDD DIES 
London, March 26. 
Austin Rudd, for 40 years a popu- 
lar music hall comedian, died in 
London Sunday. He was 60 years 
old. 








Kaiser’s Kin as Feature 
Paris, March 26. 

The management of the new 
Little Theatre called the Broadway, 
is trying to engage Alexander Zub- 
koff, youthful husband of Kaiser 
Wilheltn’s sister, the Princess Vic- 
toria. 
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See Passing of Music Tax 
Collecting Agent as Film 


Ultimate disintegration of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, or any 
other music royalty or tax collecting 
agency, is seen in the growth of the 
picture business and the picture in- 
dustry’s increasingly intimate affili- 
ations with the music publishers. 
There is every prospect that, ulti- 
mately, the picture people will have 


enough musical copyrights among 
them to make them totally inde- 
pendent of any group of song- 


writers, music publishers or musical 
copyright owners or licensees. 

It is obvious that with the pic- 
ture producers tied up as equal 
partners or financial backers of 
music publishers, it will be to their 
advantage to grant’ performing 
rights gratis to any exhibitor or for 
their own movietone, photophone or 
vitaphone production purposes. 


Tax-Free Library 

It is somewhat of a trade secret, 
but an obvious possibility in the in- 
dustry, that ultimately the picture 
companies will have collected a suf- 
ficient number of their own picture 
and theme song copyrights to build 
up a sizeable catalog of tax-free 
music. 

While the present contract be- 
tween the American Society and the 
Electrical Research Products, Inc. 
(ERPI, for short), is dependent 
upon licensing contracts with pic- 
ture house exhibitors, it is not true 
the other way around. An exhib 
need not be licensed to show sound 
pictures providing the latter are 
free of any copyrighted music con- 
trolled by the American Society. 

Therefore, should the producers, 
as they will inevitably, create their 
pictures free of any copyrights but 
those they control themselves, ex- 
hibitors of sound films need not 
worry about their music license ob- 
ligations to the A. S. C, A, P. 

Right now there are a number of 
picture firms allied with music pub- 
lishers in more than a_ working 
agreement. Paramount and Harms, 
Inc., are partnered in a subsidiary, 
the Famous Music Co. Through 
Harms, their allied firm, Remick’s is 
publishing Paramount theme songs 
In truth, the current No. 1 hit of 
the country, “A Precious Little 
Thing Called Love,’ dates back to 
Paramount's “A Shopworn Angel,” 
where it started originally. 


Fox’s Many Angles 

Similarly, Fox has a working 
agreement with DeSylva, Brown & 
Henderson, Inc.; and Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer is a 50-50 partner in 
the Robbins Music Corp. M-G-M is 
taking its music ally so seriously 
that it may require Jack Robbins, 
head of their firm and its general 
manager, to headquarter on the 
M-G-M lot in Hollywood. Irving 
Thalberg and Louis B. Mayer have 
asked Robbins to arrange for a live- 
wire contact man or for himself to 
be permanently on the wést coast. 

The Warner Brothers’ absorption 
of the pioneering music publishing 
firm of M. Witmark & Sons also 
points to the ultimate control of its 
own catalog. This tirm, especially, 
is fast building an individual col- 
lection of copyrights in the form of 
original theme songs, dozens of 
which titles have been announced 
in the form of advertisements in 
Variety. In addition, the number 
of Romberg, Victor Herbert, Karl 
Hoschna and other musical comedy 
and operetta composers whose works 
are Witmark - copyrighted would 
make Warners almost independent 
at this moment of any American 
Society obligations, if it were not 
for the present ERPI agreement, 
which has three more years to go. 

Picture men believe 1932 will see 
the American Society much weak- 
ened, if not eliminated, as a music 
tax collection agency. 

The A. S. C. A. P. contract with 
the music publishers dates from 
Jan. 1, 1926, for five years, expiring 
with 1930. This has two more years 


to go. The A. S. C. A. P. contract 
with Electrical Research Products, 
Inc., dates from Sept. 5, 1927, and 


expires in 1932. This has four more 
years to go. 
Publishers Hold Off 

The American Society, with fully 
two years of leeway until its con- 
tracts with the publishers expire 
in 1930, started urging the music 
men as far back as last November 
to resign their contracts for an 


(Continued on prge 19) 
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“Prayer Book” Wife of 
Balto. Exhib Wins Rights 


Baltimore, March 26 

Late Charles E. Whitehurst’s 
‘prayer book marriage” was declar- 
ed okay by the Maryland Court in 
an opinion handed down by that 
body at Annapolis. This ends the 
long fight of Claire J. Ulrich, of 
New York, former actress, for rec- 
ognition as legal widow of the de- 
ceased movie theatre magnate, 

Mrs. Ulrich-Whitehurst gets more 
than legal use of the title “Mrs.” 
She is declared one of the adminis- 
trators of his $280,000 estate and 
gets a widow's third. 

Case has been in the Maryland 
courts since 1926, when Mrs. White- 
hurst entered suit against the 
Whitehurst heirs, claiming that she 
had been secretly married to White- 
hurst on April 9, 1923, in an apart- 
ment in New York City. 

Opinion of the Court of Appeals 
reverses the one handed down by 
the Circuit Court of Baltimore last 
year, 

At the time of his death, January 
30, 1924, C. E. Whitehurst was the 
dominating factor in local first run 
motion picture exhibition. His Cen- 
tury and .Parkway theatres were 
sold by his heirs to the late Marcus 
Loew who converted the Century 
Roof into the Valencia theatre. The 
Whitehurst combo Garden theatre 
was later sold by his heirs to F. C. 
Schanberger, Jr., and is now the 
Keith. The heirs still control the 
New theatre. 





Edgar Selwyn Directing 


Screen Musical for M-G 


Los Angeles, March 26, 

Edgar Selwyn, New York legit 
producer, will shortly take up a 
megaphone at the M-G lot to direct 
“Eva the Fifth,” a musical talker. 
Story is a satirical burlesque on 
“Topsy and Eva.” Bessie Love has 
been chosen for the part of Eva, 
with Mary Doran, who also ap- 
peared in “Broadway Melody,” cast 





for Topsy. Production is set for 
April 15. 
“ 9? 
Buys “Applause 
Paramount has bougut Beth 


Brown's novel, “Applause,” for $25,- 





000, It will probably be an all- 
talker. 

“Applause” is a story of bur- 
lesque and is the second of Miss 


Brown's novels about show life to 
be accepted for pictures, the first 
being “Ballyhoo,” scheduled for 


production shortly by M-G-M, 


ALICE WHITE’S STEMS 
COST MAE JUST $2,100 


‘Court Limb Exhib in Masseuse 
Case—Everybody Thrilled 
But Miss Murray 





Los Angeles, March 26. 

Mae Murray will have to shell 
out $2,100 just because Alice White, 
screen actress, has pretty legs. 

No sooner had Miss White ex- 
hibited her undraped pedal extrem- 
ities to Superior Judge Burnell, and 
a courtroom crowded with laughing 
spectators, than the jurist handed 
down a decision awarding Sylvia 
Ulbach, masseuse, judgment against 
the “Merry Widow” exponent to the 
amount mentioned. 

Masseuse sued the actress after, 
she alleged, Miss Murray had dis- 
charged her “because she (the mas- 
seuse) had called Prince Midvani 
(Miss Murray’s husband) a bum.” 
The actress declared in a deposi- 
tion, read before the court, that 
her blue blooded husband was a 
gentleman, and had never engaged 
in any dispute with the masseuse. 
She also denied she had discharged 
her, or that she ever borrowed 
money from the masseuse to give 
to the prince. . 

Miss Ulbach brought Miss White 
into court as a living example of 
her art. Object of the screen ac- 
tress’ testimony was to show in 
court that Miss Ulbach had done 
wonders for her legs.” 

Everybody, including the court, 
got a kick out of the bare limbs, 
and everybody appeared satisfied, 
excepting Miss Murray, who will 
likely appeal. 





Wandering Wampas 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
Wampas are talking clubhouse, 
following numerous vexatious ex- 
periences in hiring places to meet 
and eat. 
Latest affair to annoy the space 





grabbers is the ousting from the 
Breakfast Club, where they have 
been meeting for five months, 

It was Wampas’ installation night 
and Maurice Demond, local pro- 
moter who runs the Breakfast Club, 
made them get out at two a. m, It 
burned the lads plenty. 





First Affair 
Warner - First National - Stanley 
Club will hold its initial banquet 
and ball at the Commodore, New 
York, April 6. 
Ben Bernie is listed as m.c. for 
the entertainment. 





Alice Lake’s Return 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
Alice Lake, who years ago starred 
on the silent screen, is returning to 
play a featured part in “Twin 
Beds,” for First National. 
It is a talker. 











Across,” at Universal Studios. 





the title role. 


LINA BASQUETTE — 


Who is now working in her first 








ie 


individual starring role in “Come 


Miss Basquette was formerly a member of the “Follies,” and in addi- 
tion to her screen achievement is noted for her dancing abilities. 

She has had a rapid rise in motion pictures and is regarded as one of 
the most talented of the younger actresses. Her most marked triumph 
was in “The Godless Girl,” Cecil B. DeMille’s spectacle, in which she had 





Nerviest? 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Two fiyers working in pic- 
tures collided 2,000 feet above 
the ground. Both landed safe- 
ly, one in his damaged plane 
the other via parachute. 

A bystander suggested to 
the first his admiration of the 
other in promptly stepping off. 
The reply was gently returned 
by the aviator that possibly it 
was because he was afraid to 
stay in his ship. 

Curious to know the reac- 
tion of the other flyer, the by- 
stander made inquiry of the 
parachute jumper as to the 
reason of his sidekick not fol- 
lowing his example. “Guess 
he was afraid to jump,” was 
the equally quiet reply. 











Two Caught in Drive 
On Unlicensed Agencies 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Glen Raikes and Gladys Bromley, 
operating downtown booking agen- 
cies, are the first to be caught in 
city wide drive launched by the 
State Labor Bureau against un- 
licensed bookers. Raikes and Brom- 
ley are both specifically accused of 
operating without state or city 
license, and failure to use contracts 
approved by state bureau. 

Move was originally launched by 
the Associated Booking Agents of 
California, newly formed organiza- 
tion, with a view to putting an end 
to curbstone and gyp booking of 
acts. Numerous complaints have 
been received from performers who 
claimed they were mulcted out of 
sums ranging from $5 to $100 by 
fadeaway agents. 

Association turned over to the 
Labor Bureau a list of unlicensed 
agencies, which also has received so 
many complaints that at this time 
about 25 concerns are being inves- 
tigated. Included in the list are a 
number of gyp cinema schools and 
alleged casting agencies. 





Duncans vs. Lupe Velez 


Pittsburgh, March 26. 

Fireworks aplenty promised in 
downtown de luxes next week. 
Lupe Velez booked for personal ap- 
pearance at the Penn with “Lady 
of the Pavements,’ while the Dun- 
can Sisters go into Stanley. 

Lupe’s picture was booked in this 
week, but “Desert Nights” substi- 
tuted when it was figured perhaps 
the Mexican gal could spend six 
days around here on her jump from 
New York to Chicago. 

Just a f:w hours after she was 
announced for Penn Stanley had 
Duncan Sisters in at $5,000. 


Trainers’ Headaches 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Talkers have brought about new 
problems and headaches for animal 
trainers who specialize in picture 
work. 

Heretofore animals always took 
audible direction from their mas- 
ters, but since this cannot be per- 
mitted before the mike, the beasts 
must adjust themselves to reading 
the sign language. 


Pollard’s Cycle 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Universal has assigned Harry 
Pollard to direct “The Barmstorm- 
er” when he completes “The Min- 
strel Man.” It will give Pollard 
the distinction of bringing to the 
screen a pictorial history of show 
business that dates back 50 years. 

Evolution starts with “Show 
Boat,.” 








CONNOLLY’S QUICK TRIP 


Jack Connolly, who directs all 
Fox Movietone News trucks in 
Central Europe, is in New York on 
a flying visit. 

Purpose of Connolly’s trip isn’t 
known, but he sails again this Fri- 
day (March 29) for Paris on the 
3erengaria,. 


GARBO’S TALKING “ANNA” 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
Greta Garbo will be starred by 
M-G in an all talking version of 
“Anna Christie.” 
Clarence Brown will direct. 
Extra Girl’s Break 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
Lucille Powers, former extra gir), 
will play one of the two featured 
femme parts in “Magnolia.” Other 
part goes to Lois Moran. 
Reason is Miss Powers’ southern 





drawl 


me 


MECHANIC KILLED IN 
“ANGELS” FINAL SCENE 


Phil Jones Trapped During 
Bombers’ Spin — Warned 
With Pilot to Jump if— 


Los Angeles, March 26, 

In taking the final air scene for 
“Hell's Angels,” Phil Jones, 29, an 
airplane mechanic was trapped 
helplessly in the forward cabin of 
a twin motor giant Gotha bombing 
plane, which collapsed at an alti- 
tude of 7,500 feet, and plunged to 
his death at Pacoima, Cal., March 
22. Plane was piloted by Al Wilson, 
who, when he saw a wing collapse, 
tried to right the plane until it 
dropped to an altitude of 3,000 feet, 
when he jumped with his parachute 
and landed a mile and a half from 
the scene of the crash. He sprained 
both ankles. 

Plane was considered a jinx by 
the picture actors, Ben Lyon, play- 
ing the lead in the picture, and 
James Hall had been up in it 
a number of times at an altitude 
of 10,000 to 12,000 feet. When the 
plane took off from Caddo field at 
Van Nuys it was followed by three 
camera planes and a fourth plane 
piloted by Howard Hughes who 
was directing the scene, Fleet had 
maneuvered about a half hour in 
the air gaining altitude before un- 
dertaking the scene which was to 
have shown the relic of Germany's 
aerial circus executing a hazardous 
tail spin at a height of 7,500 feet, 
with Hughes signaling Wilson to go 
into a spin. The pilot threw the 
ship into a series of spirals with 
the view of testing its ability to 
withstand the strain. As it flopped 
over on the side the left wing col- 
lapsed and the plane turned on its 
back, hurling Jones upside down 
against the ceiling of the cabin. It 
plunged over 3,000 feet, with Wil- 
son desperately trying to get com- 
mand of the controls. He shouted 
to Jones to jump, switched off the 
ignition and managed to make the 
jump himself, while Jones was not 
able to free himself and crashed 
to the ground. 

Plane was valued at $50,000 and 
had a carrying capacity of 20 peo- 
ple. It was 86 feet across, with the 
fuselage 52 feet in length. Trouble 
had been anticipated, as the pilot 
was under instructions that if the 
spin had not been accomplished at 
a height of 2,000 feet he should 
jump. Jones was single, with @ 


British Author Sues Par, 
> . * > 

Claiming “Redskin” Lift 
Los Angeles, March 26. 

William J. McDonald, British aue 
thor, filed suit in United States 
District Court against Paramounte 
Famous Players-Lasky Corporae 
tion for alleged copyright infringe 
ment. He asks $100,000 damages 
and an accounting on the profits of 
“Redskin.” ; 

McDonald, who writes under the 
name of Jack Donaldson, asserts 
the picture is taken from his play, 
“The Snake Priest of Toreva,” 
copyrighted by him in 1927. 

In addition to the film company, 
Richard Dix, actor; Elizabeth Pick- 
ett, scenarist, and Grosset and 
Dunlap, publishers, are named as 
co-defendants. 





+] 
Schenck’s Trio 
Joseph M. Schenck took Irving 
Berlin, Ballard Macdonald and Ar- 
thur Johnston with him Sunday to 


the Coast to write special songs 
and material for United Artists. 


Johnston igs Berlin’s musical 
amanuensis and arranger; Mac- 
donald will contribute scenes and 


black-outs for and 


shorts. 


Buy F lop for Talker 


Although “Buckaroo” lasted only 

week and a day at the Erlanger, 
New York, it has been sold to 
Paramount for the talkers. 


long features 


The next MacFadden production 
will be “Hell on Wheels,” by Max 
well Anderson, which will include 
songs by Lieut. John Jay Niles 
American aviator. 

Wilde Recovers 
Los Angeles, March 26. 

Ted Wilde compelled to reture 
from direction of Harold Lieyd’s 
picture, due to illness, is fully re 
covered. 

Wilde put in a month at Hollye 


wood hospital and made a long stay 





at Palm Springs. 
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FILMS IN HOME 
RELAYED FROM 
THEATRE 


RCA’s Device—Sell for 
$85 and Up—Using Own 
Vaude Shows 








RCA is reported rapidly maturing 
plans to place upon the market a 
reproducing apparatus for homes 
whereby sound and sight transmis- 
gion of talking pictures or vaude- 
ville, or both, through a radio plug- 
in will become a reality within a 
year. 

Basic idea was developed over a 
year ago but did not provide against 
distortion. Since then it is under- 
gtood the inventors have corrected 
and extended their system to take 
eare of the objections. H. R. Van 
Deventer invented the system of re- 
photographing the projected motion 
picture from the screen by means 
ot a device to be located in the 
orchestra pit. This with the dialog 
or sound will be broadcast over 2 
special wave length, 

4t the receiving end (the home) 
a special apparatus, invented by 
Peter Schnitzler, of Berlin, and 
August Karolus, of Leipsig, Ger- 
many, will reproduce the pictures 
by an application of photo-electric 
principles to a series of mirrors 
and a rotary miniature screen op- 
erated at the regulation speed of 
a projector. 

; Theatre Tie-Up 

RCA is reported already evolving 
a method of merchandising for the 
new system. The box, or device, 
to be installed will run about the 
game as a radio, $85 and up. In ad- 
dition to this a service charge of a 
nominal amount ($4 a month is 
mentioned) will be assessed against 
each machine, For this gum owners 
can plug in on picture houses and 
vaudfilm houses. Two theatres in 
each city are mentioned as licensees 
of the new plan, houses to share 
in the profits. 

This multiple hook-up between 
theatre, film, radio and home is one 
of the reasons FBO pictures were 
re-named Radio Pictures. The 
whole RCA story, however, comes 
on top of declarations by A. T. and 
T. engineers that television so far 


as practical commercialization is 
concerned of big events is years 
off. Sonora Phonograph was also 


reported as having a home appa- 
ratus for the reception and repro- 
duction of films transmitted from 
an actual theatre performance, 


Gilbert’s Two-a-Year, 
At $250,000 the Film 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
After completing “Redemption” 
and before starting on his new 
three year contract, John Gilbert 
will spend two months in Paris. 


Henceforth he is to make but two 
pictures a year, getting $250,000 per 
Picture, of which $150,000 is cash in 
hand when starting. 

Gilbert also has the right to su- 
Pervise selection of story, director, 
cast, etc. He can call all bets off 
at the end of each year but M-G-M 
is denied a similar privilege. 

Harry E. E. Eddington becomes 
associate producer at M-G-M to 


handle the Gilbert pictures. He 
formerly represented about 20 of 
the biggest names in pictures. He 


relinquishes this profitable business 
to go into production. When not 
Working with Gilbert hé will be 
Siven other assignments. 


7P.M.T04A M. 
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Par-RCA Denial 


A cable from David Sarnoff 
in Berlin to his New York of- 
fice and to Hiram 8S. Brown, 
president of Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum, authorizes a statement 
to be used over his signature 
that any thouzht of a merging 
between RCA, RKO and Para- 
mount-Publix is off. This 
means the much talked of and 
proposed operation of RKO by 
Publix. 

The denial has been verified 





by Adolph Zukor and Sam 
Katz. 
Sarnoff’s statement is in 


Brown's hands and is to be 
used by him at his discretion. 








\ — 


Couzens Succeeds Watson 
On Commerce Comm. 





Washington, March 26. 

Senator Watson from Indiana has 
announced he cannot hold the chair- 
manship of the Interstate Com- 
merce Committee during the next 
session of Congress. He states the 
duties of floor leader, he having 
succeeded Vice-President Curtis, 
will not permit the double assign- 
ment, something many predicted he 
would endeavor to hold because of 


the prominence of the committee 
chairmanship. 

As this is the Senate group that 
considered the former Brookhart 
bill to regulate the picture industry, 
and which will get the new one, 
Senator Watson was looked upon as 
a “protector.” 

His successor is to be Sen. James 
A. Couzens, of Michigan. His atti- 
tude on the Brookhart proposal 
was made clear during the hear- 
ings. He couldn’t see any of the 
arguments put forth by the indies 
in support of government regula- 
tion and against the present sys- 
tem of distributor-exhibitor affilia- 
tions. 

Interstate committee will be fair- 
ly busy with a new railroad con- 
solidation proposal. Senator Brook- 
hart, however, is predicting action 
on a changed bill during the com- 
ing session. 





“JOHNNY SPIELT” FILM 


in Color With Negro Star 
of Met. Production 
Los Angeles, March 26. 

“Johnny Spielt Auf” the German 
opera in which a negro is the cen- 
tral character that was produced 
this season at the Metropolitan 
Opera House in New York is going 
to reach the screen. 

It is to be made as a Vitaphone 
color subject for the 1929-30 pro- 
gram. John Brunen who played the 
title role in New York has been 
placed under contract to play the 
sereen lead also. 


Vita. 





Sounds Piquant 
Los Angeles, March 26. 

With bathing season getting 
started along the California 
beaches, annual police censorship is 
on. At Hermosa Beach, south of 
here, Mary Wilson, 23, was first 
to run afoul of a beach copper. 

She was picked up on a charge of 
wearing an “immodest” costume, 
which consisted of a tight-fitting 
suit of extreme cut, backless to a 
point below the waistline, and with 
portions of the front and sides cut 
out. 

The gal was released 
own recognizance. 


under her 


CAMERAMAN TURNS ACTOR 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
Teddy Weispart, for several years 
assistant cameraman at Fox, signed 
to act in Movietone stock. 





{ 
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. Los -Angeles, March 26. 

Paramount is shooting all dialog 
Pictures at present from 7 p. m. 
until 4a. m. This is to avoid street 
and other alien noises against which 
the stages now bs ing used have no} 
adequate protection. 

New “ound stages, repk icing those | 
lest . will be ready in 
ane Six ks 


i 


During a tryout of trained voices 


for important singing parts in 
“King of Kyber Rifles,’ Weispart 
attracted attention by humming the | 
song. Given a test and gor ine on- 


tract. 


FOX ALL SOUND 
UN THAT LOGIC 


Company Works Out System 
of Foreign Right Sale for 
Remake to Compensate 
for Reduced World Dis- 
tribution—Sales Costs 
Saved—Silent Supply for 
Eighteen Months 





BIG PUBLICITY COUP 


In tossing all silent product off 
its program, the Fox organization's 
principal reason for the decision is 
the belief that approximately 83 
per cent of the possible sound thea- 
tre seats in the United States will 
be playing sounded product by 
Jan. 1, 

W. R. Sheehan, vice-president 
and general manager for fox, 
estimates this on the basis that 
at least 3,000 major theatres in 
the country will be wired by the 
new year. Allowing these 3,000 the- 
atres average capacities of 2,000, a 
conservative measure, that makes 
6,000,000 seats which will be listen- 
ing as well as seeing, and the big 
electric companies confidently pre- 
dict installation in 3,000 houses by 
1930. On a basis of 16,000 picture 
theatres in this country, Sheehan 
figures that 8,000 are ultimate wired 
certainties. 


Foreign Angle 


The Fox foreign angle on recoup- 
ing the loss in European rentals 
through this move is to have the 
foreigners buy the rights to those 
Fox pictures they desire. This will 
permit them to remake in their own 
way, with their own pevple, in their 
own country and in their own 
tongue. As any American talking pic- 
ture is subject to release in Can- 
ada, Britain and Australia, the Fox 
idea is that three translations will 
practically cover the world—name- 
ly, French, German and Spanish. 

Company feels further entrenched 
in abandoning silent pictures, which 
announcement the New York morn- 
ing dailies gave a big page one ride, 
through the fact that it has suffi- 
cient pictures on hand to take care 
of the major foreign points for from 
12 to 18 months and for from two 
to three years in the less important 
countries. 

Foreign plan amounts to the sim- 
ple outright buying of a story, the 
purchaser being at liberty to copy 
the original picture in detail as to 
production, direction and dialog if 
he so wishes or with whatever 
changes he wills. 

No Percentage 


It is doubtful at this time if Fox 
will turn over its pictures to the 
foreign market on a _ percentage 
basis, the present idea being a set 
price minus the consequent worries 
and annoyances. Executive heads 
figure it an incentive to foreign 
production, besides eliminating the 
former cost of European distribu- 
tion, outside of the English-speak- 
ing areas. They also think it will 
balance the cut in lost rentals, and 
figure it will eventually show a bal- 
ance in their favor. What effect 
this may have on the foreign quota 
regulations can be the subject of 
much guess work. 

Sheehan called the newspaper 
boys together on Sunday for the 
formal announcement of the “no 
more silents,” an edict which event- 
ually tied up traffic in Times Square 
as the Times flashed it on its elec- 
tric ribbon and the theatre crowds, 


seeing the “talking picture’’ letter- 
ing, stopped to gaze. 
Talent List 
List of legitimate actors, direc- 


tors and writers already signed by 
Fox is as follows, these names hay- 
ing been engaged by Al Lewis, head 





easter in the east for Fox, since 
Sept.  & 

Artists— Will Rogers, due on the! 
coast in June; George  Jessell, 
George Bickel, Dixie Carroi, 
will be known as Dixie Lee; Ii 





who | per, 


JAN. 1 | 








Globe Guessing 





Los Angeles, March 26. 
With employment of Dr. 
Marstan as psychologist ad- 
visor on production, Universal 
has created a vogue among the 
smaller independent producers. 
Latter now seek advice from 


local star gazers and lesser 
known psychologists. Some 
take their stories to the 


prophet’s camp under cover to 
be told if the yarns will be a 
success or not. 


RECORD OF OVER HOUR 
ON 380 FEET OF FILM 


G. E. Research Men Can Dam- 
rosch Symphony on New - 
Device as Surprise 














Schenectady, N. Y¥., March 26. 

Engineers of the General Elec- 
tric Company are experimenting 
with an invention that may revolu- 
tionize sound films. This became 
known when officials of the com- 
pany arranged a surprise party for 
Walter Damrosch, who made a tour 
of the research laboratories of the 
G. E. 

As Damrosch entered where Dr. 
Cc. W. Hulett of the research staff 
was experimenting with sensitized 
sound films, he was amazed to hear 
his own voice over a “Hulett” loud 
speaker giving a lecture on an 
overture, followed by the overture 
itself as played by his orchestra, 

The reproduction was recorded on 
a sound film by Dr. Hulet while 
Mr. Damrosch was on the air at 
New York recently. 

“We are developing new methods 
in Schenectady with the end in 
view of getting as much of a pro- 
gram from as small amount of 
film as possible,” Dr. Hulett said. 
“We have an hour and a quarter 
program recorded on 380 feet of 
film, whereas the ordinary photo- 
phone now in use requires several 
thousand feet of film for the same 
record.” 


Enece West—Fox East 


W. R. Sheehan was set to leave 
for the Coast yesterday (Tuesday) 
with reservations on two trains in 
case he missed the first one. 
Sheehan’s only comment was, “no 
conferences, work.” 

J. R. Grainger, sales manager for 
Fox, left last week fo» Los Angeles 
by way of Texas. He will be gone 
four or five weeks. 

Report that William Fox was due 
on the Coast April 1 is wrong. Head 
of the house remains in various 
parts of the east during that time. 





Using Wide Film 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
Fox is employing Grandeur film 
in making certain sequences for 
“Movietone Follies.’ 
Film is 72 milometers wide and 
requires twice the size of the ordi- 
nary screen. 





Chandler, Clark and McCullough, 
Clifford Dempsey, Sylvia Fields, 
Helen Garden, Dave Gordon, Lums- 


den Hare, Warren Hymer, Dorothy 
Jordan, Richard Keene, Lola Lane, 
William Langan, J. Harold Murray, 
Paul Page, Frank Richardson, Syl- 
via Sidney, Helen Twelvetrees, Paul 
Muni, Joseph Wagstaff, Charlotte 
Henry, Charles Eaton, Marguerite 
Churchill, Dorothy Burgess, Mary 
Duncan, Frederick Graham, David 
Percy and Louise Dresser, 
Directors—A. H. Van Buren, Ed- 
ward Royce, Campbell Gullan, Les- 


ter Lonergan, Seymour Felix, Ira 
Hards and Guthrie McClintic. 
Writers—Zoe Akins, Tom Barry, 
John Hunter 300th, George 5S. 
Brooks, Edwin Burke, Arthur Cae- 
sar, William Collier, Sr., Gilbert | 
Emery, Llewellyn Hughes, Cyril 
Hume, Clare Kummer, S. K. Lau- 
|ren, Elliott Lester, Frank Merlin 
George Middleton, Clarke Silvernail, 
Paul Gerard Smith, Harian Thomp- 
son, William K. Wells, Dave Stam- 
Brian Marlowe, DeSylva. Brow 
‘len | ind Henderson and Owen Davis. 


HEARST MAY 
LEAVE M-G-M 


Report Cosmo. Product 
For U. A. or F. N. 





Los Angeles, March 26. 


William Randolph Hearst was 
willing to raise $80,000,000 for the 
purchase of Loew’s, Inc., which 
controls Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer, 
rather than have that concern pass 
into the hands of Fox or Warners. 
As a result of the sale to Fox, 
Hearst is reported to be put out 
and looking for other channels 
through which to release his Marion 
Davies and Cosmopolitan produc- 
tions. 

Miss Davies has three pictures 
yet to make for M-G-M release, 
with the understanding being that 
Hearst may eventually arrange to 
produce in the future for United 
Artists. When the contract runs 
out Cosmopolitan product is also a 
possibility for the First National 
program, At the present time BE 
B. Hatrick is consulting with Jack 
Warner regarding the change and 
is understood to be prepared to sign 
with that organization when he re- 
turns to New York shortly. 

When reports came out that 
there was a chance of the Loew in- 
terests selling to either Fox or 
Warner, Hearst is reported to have 
offered to raise the $80,000,000 to 
purchase the company with Louis 
B. Mayer and Irving Thalberg to 
remain as the production heads 
here. However, when reports were 
denied from the east that there 
was no possibility of an immediate 
sale, and with Mayer on the way 
east at the time of the Fox pur- 
chase, Hearst was not given a 
chance to show his good will in the 
matter. 

Hearst, prior to joining the 
M-G-M production forces, had 
found the picture making game, 
which he liked, a rather costly 
proposition. But when Marcus Loew 
induced him to switch over and 
when he later managed to turn out 
such winners as “Dancing Daugh- 
ters” and “The Broadway Melody,” 
as well as seeing the returns on 
the Davies pictures show “black,” 
he was sold on the ability of Mayer 
and Thalberg and wags prepared te 
back them to the limit. 


Fox Studios Ban Personal 
P. A.’s—Too Much Grief 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Fox studios have experienced so 
much grief and interference from 
personal press agents that it has 
placed a ban on any entering the 
studio. 

All future contracts with players 
and executives will contain a 
clause prohibiting them from em- 
ploying idaho p. a.’s. 


Sure-Seater’s $10 


Little teradate Playhouse, Otto 
Kahn's sure-seater on 57th street, 
is putting on the dog in several 
directions. House is to be wired by 
RCA Photophone and is also to 
have a cooling plant installed for 
the summer. 

On top of all this swank “Pas- 
sion of Jeanne d’Arc,” highly touted 
French picture, opens March 29 at 
a special $10 per ducat opening. 
“Loves of Casanova” (M-G), orig- 
inally booked for the Embassy, will 
open at the Carnegie, following 
“Jeanne d’Arc.” 


“Show Boat” April 17 




















Universal's “Show Boat” is now 
listed to open at the Globe, New 
York, April 17. 

Gala $11 premiere will include 
Paul Whiteman and his orchestra 
on the stage for a number or two, 
the band appearing as a compli- 
mentary gesture to Carl Laemmle. 
| Also an outside chance of Helen 
‘Morgan making a personal 
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Ford town ears equipped with 
footman and latest 
vogue in motors to be adopted by 


chauffeur is 


film moguls. 
Colleen Moore made her debut be- 
fore the “mike” and liked it. 


Howard Hughes is practicing 


stunt flying as a future means of 
making a living when he quits the 


picture business. 

Ruth Chatterton boasts of being 
one of few stars who never played a 
minor part in pictures. 

Doug Fairbanks going in for 
aeronautics. Now figuring on build- 
ing a landing field at Pickfair. 

Screen stars refuse to take dic- 
tates of Paris for their styles. Are 
looking forward to Jetta Goudal to 
do her stuff in creating freak de- 
signs for milady’s dress. 

Laurence Stallings, just returned 
from a trip, conceived a plot for a 
great drama while en route, Centers 
around a pint of whiskey and an 
upper berth. 

Stepin Fetchit, colored, who drove 
his car through traffic signals at 
65 m. p. h., was relieved of his 
driving license. Now employs 
Phillipino chauffeur to drive him 
around. 

Dick Arlen is parading a pair of 
discolored optics received from a 
fight in filming “Man I Love.” 

Monday morning blues are now 
called “The Agua Caliente” head- 
aches. 

May Robsen had 32 requests to 
speak at luncheons in one week— 
she accepted one. 

Nina Byron, former Ziegfeld 
beauty, arrived here .after coming 
through the Panama canal, and she 
will try to crash the flickers. 

They're taking the Philharmonic 
Orchestra out to the desert for a 
spring concert. It’s beyond Red- 


lands, Cal, and April 14 is the 
date. 

Joe Cobb and Farina are the only 
veterans of Our Gang, having 
worked in first picture seven years 
ago 


Bill Roddy, vet road show agent, 
latest of the fraternity to migrate 
to this coast to locate. 

Pastel shades, orchid and banana 
are favored for Hollywood’s high- 
priced cars this spring. 


Fox people call all M-G-M’s, 


. “cousins,” 


Doris Anderson bought herself a 
home in Beverly Hills. 

Look around Wilson Mizner to 
find Grant Clarke, and be seen at 
Eddie Schmidt's to convince them 
you're on the up. 

Lou Silvers talks just as fast, in 
spite of two secretaries, and tops 
them all on alibis. 

Out here the Jones law is just 
something you read about in the 
papers. 

DeSylva, Brown and Henderson 
eross the road from Movietone City 
to the Rancho, doing 18 holes be- 
tween rhymes. 

Arthur Caesar has a house high 
en a hill-top, a refuge where he has 
a man servant to lay out his suit. 

Con Conrad swears he is never 
going back to it all. 

Lou Schreiber wears yellow polo 
shirts for pinochle. 

Warners sent for a dozen assorted 
song writers with lyric writers to 
match. 

Sid Grauman’s private office is 
monastically severe. Stone floors 
and honest wooden chairs that leave 
no doubt in your mind. 

Bess Meredith and Dick Schayer 
are doing the new Charlie King- 
Bessie Love story. 

“Broadway Melody” tunes 
getting a tremendous local plug. 

Harry Cohn vehemently denies he 
looks like Ben Bernie. No word 
from Bernie. 

Mary Duncan gets 30 days off and 
will divide her time between Palm 
Springs and New York. 

Joan Crawford threw a confiden- 
tial birthday party with only the 
immediate family as guests. 

Russian-American club went into 
a panic when Oriental dancer acci- 
dentally wiggled off her costume. 

Ina Claire had to rest three days 
after her arrival here before she 
would consent to meet the boys and 
girls of the press. 

A number of hamburger and hot 
dog lunch stands are going sound 
by identifying their spots as 
Movietone, Vitaphone and Photo- 
phone lunch joints. 

Mary Garden refused to pose for 
Pathe sound newsreel. 

Jack Benny and Chuck Reisner 
@ign peace treaty after controversial 
Tibbing session held between the 
two at an Orpheum performance. 

Curbstone box lunch girls around 


are 


Hollywood Chatter 








studios are shouting their wares in 
hope of being discovered for talkers. 
Sue Carol bought a 35 g. house 
away from other movie neighbors. 
Velvet bathing suits are being in- 
troduced. 

Clara Bow came back from N. Y. 
boasting she fooled Broadway by 
traveling incognito with a blond 
wig. 

Olive Borden is taking voice cul- 
ture. 

June Collyer’s parents crossed the 
continent to voice protest against 
Fox using her in short subjects, 
Mary Astor is one of the few 
screen stars to bob hair. 


Indie Producers Using W_E. 
Equipment Sans Franchises 








Several indie producers are now 
using the big electrics’ facilities for 
recording sound without the fran- 
chise privileges for which the regu- 
lars pay heavy dough. 

One of them, Oséar Price, is an- 
nouncing that Fox Movietone is the 
system used for sounding his four 
Richard Talmadge features being 
independently released. Western 
Electric at first declared that the 
report must be phoney, that only 
one studio in Hollywood, Metro- 
politan, had a franchise which per- 
mitted it to rent the W. E.’s system 
to independents. 

An investigation, however, re- 
vealed that a similar franchise is 
held by Carl Laemmle. W. E. main- 
tains that in this case Universal 
must distribute the product so 





made. 
9 + 
M-G-M’s Eight 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
M-G-M has eight companies 


working and one in preparation, the 
latter Sam Wood on a college pic- 
ture, 

Pictures in work are Christie Ca- 
banne’s musical revue; Lionel 
Barrymore’s “The Green Ghost”; 
King Vidor’s “Hallelujah”; Cecil B. 
DeMille’s “Dynamite”; Robert Z. 
Leonard’s “Marianne”; Fred Niblo’s 
“Redemption”; Clarence Brown's 
“Wonder of Women,” and Sidney 
Franklin’s “The Last of Mrs, Chey- 
ney.” 





FOR SYNCHRONIZATION 
Los Angeles, March 26. 


Chiefly for score synchronizing, 
Paramount is converting stage No. 
4, 110 by 300 feet, to be divided into 
two stages, each with projection 
room so arranged that picture may 
be thrown on wall of stage with 
orchestra facing. 

Two other sound projection rooms 
will be provided. Stages may be 
used for ordinary sound work when 
not scoring. 





WARNERS’ SIX 
Los Angeles, March 26. 


Warners have six pictures sched- 
uled to go into production before 
May 1. Two will start March 28, 
“The Gold Diggers,” and “Hearts 
in Exile,” Dolores Costello. 

Three will begin April 15, “The 
iyreen Goddess,” George Arliss; 
“Rainbow,” John Boles and Vivienne 
Segal, and “Is Everybody Happy?” 
Ted Lewis. “General Crack,” John 
Barrymore, goes into work April 22. 





CHANGE ON DENNY 
Los Angeles, March 26. 


After much haggling over re- 
making “Let Me Explain” for Reg- 
inald Denny, Universal has aban- 
doned the idea and will proceed on 
a new story titled “Companionate 
Troubles” for the star. 

This will be directed by W. J. 
Craft leaving King Baggott, orig- 
inally scheduled to make over the 
ailing picture, to be assigned to an- 
other. 





DON’T ANTICIPATE SWEEP 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
Not anticipated here that Fox will 
make any clean sweep of directors, 
as with scenario writers. 
Double system of direction will 
prevail on all talkers, one director 
for dialog, one for the picture end, 





Christies’ Second Portable 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
Christie Brothers will have a sec- 
ond portable sound equipment in 
operation by April 1. 
First was put to work five weeks 
ago. 




















VIC MEYERS 


Scores again! Acclaimed the best 
on the Pacific coast, winning coast- 
wide radio contest over American 
Broadcasting Chain. Leading or- 
chestras of the west competed, with 
Vic Meyers and his band winners 
by a tremendous popular vote.... 
Vic Meyers, the Pacific coast’s big- 
gest name in music. Columbia re- 
cordings. 

Direction A. B. C., Seattle. 








MD. M. P. T. 0. ELECTIONS 
Baltimore, March 26. 

Annual meeting and election of 
officers of the Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners of Maryland was held 
last week and the following officers 
elected: 

H, A. Blum, president; C, Gar- 
man, vice-president (re-elected); 
F. A. Horning, treasurer (re- 
elected); W. E. Stumpf, secretary 
(re-elected). New board of direc- 
tors comprises: F. H. Durkee, J. 
L. Rome, William Kalb, Charles 
Nolte, Philip Miller (Annapolis), T. 
D. Goldberg, George Gaertner and 
P, G. Seiwell (Towson). 


tT 


ON OPERETTA MAY 1 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

DeSylva, Brown and Henderson 
have been assigned by Fox to write 
the screen adaptation of Oscar 
Strauss’ operetta, “Married in Hol- 
lywood.” This was first produced 
in Vienna where Fox procured the 
screen rights. 

It will be staged by Edward 








Royce with production scheduled 
to start around May lI. 
CRUZE’S BUY 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

James Cruge, Inc., has bought a 
plot at Sunset and Gower, includ- 
ing all buildings, from I. E. Chad- 
wick. One stage, 75 by 210 feet, is 
being equipped for sound, a re- 
cording room being already in- 
stalled. 


————_——$———— $e 





Plant will be completely equipped 
with laboratory, cutting and dress- 
ing rooms. , 





BACK FROM ABROAD 


Returning on the Berengaria, 
which docked last night (Tuesday), 
were J. G. Otterson, Western Elec- 
tric talker chief, and Colvin Brown, 
Pathe operator. 

On board was also John Maxwell, 
British International head, who is 
here to discuss further American 
distribution of his product with 
Worldwide. 


AL LEWIS’ TRIPS 


Al Lewis, W. R. Sheehan’s east- 
ern contact man and handling all 
easting for Fox along the Atlantic, 
leaves for the coast April 6, to be 
gone two or three weeks. 

Lewis will make another trip 
west following his return from this 
one, and expects to remain out there 
for the summer. 


JUDGMENT SATISFIED 
The $25,000 judgment secured by 
William A. Brady, Al Woods and 
J. J. Shubert against David Hoch- 
reich and Williams, Philadelphia 
shaving cream man, has been sat- 
isfied. 
Sum was advanced to the defend- 
ants as an option on the purchase 
of their talker device, Vocafilm. 











“Still” Man Moves Up 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
Ray Jones, still cameraman at 
Universal studio publicity offices, 
promoted to superintendent of the 
film laboratories under direction of 
Roy Hunter. 





James Cruze has started on a 
two-reel airplane story with Jason 
Robards, Priscilla Dean, Fred Kel- 
sey, Lucy Beaumont and Leon Jen- 
nings. An all-talker. Definite title 








‘Fortune ‘Hunter’ to W.B, 
Walter Wolf in Lead 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Warners has purchased the pic- 
tur. rights to the late Victor Her- 
bert operetta, “The Fortune Hunt- 
er,” and will produce it early in 
May. 

Studio has placed Walter Wolf 
under contract for five years and 
he will play the male lead in the 
opus. Wolf, according to his con- 
tract, will make three pictures a 
year and is privileged between pro- 
ductions to follow his stage career. 
Picture will be made in color. 


USING NAT'L GUARDSMEN 
STARTS COAST INQUIRY 


Central Casting Bureau Ig- 
nored and Coast American 
Legion Posts Complain 








Los Angeles, March 26. 
Disregarding the facilities of the 
Central Casting Bureau, casting di- 
rectors of numerous studios have 
been eng2ag'ng members of the Cali- 
fornia National Guard and it may 
lead to a mix-up. Most of the 
extras have been taken in a body, 
studio directors presumably follow- 
ing the line of least resistance in 
securing men abhready uniformed 
and supplied with guns. 

Employment of these guardsmen, 
in preference to World War vet- 
erans, has created considerable con- 
troversy among American Legion 
posts, executives of which are 
strongly considering demanding an 
investigation. 

Numerous complaints have been 
lodged with the Central Casting 
Bureau over the alleged discrimina- 
tion against the war veterans, but 
that body has been powerless be- 
cause the guardsmen have not been 
engaged through Central Casting, 
nor have there been any records of 
the deals made. 

Investigation revealed that studio 
casting directors, and in several 
instances this includes several of 
the leading picture companies, have 
developed another practice of going 
outside of the Central Casting 
Bureau for extras. In some in- 
stances they have negotiated with 
a Mexican technical director em- 
ployed by the studio, and through 
him have engaged a group of types, 
any one of which could have been 
supplied by Central Casting. At 
the most, the worst that can happen 
to these men who supply talent is 
arrest for supplying talent without 
an agency license. i“ 

National Guard officials have is- 
sued a denial that bodies of the 
guardsmen are hired out to the 
studios in their capacity of state 
soliders. Furthermore, they insist 
they have no desire to compete with 
the war veterans for the jobs, but 
that they are powerless to control 
the activities of the men in private 
life. 

Some time ago war veterans re- 
ceived an order from the Secre- 
tary of War prohibiting further 
use of regular army men for pic- 
ture work so that the ex-service 
men would get first call. Some 
of the casting directors contend 
that their reason for hiring the 
guardsmen is because as a general 
thing they are better trained, have 
up-to-date army attire and regula- 
tion guns, which equipment they 
would have to provide if ex-service 
men were employed. 


School Boys’ 6 Months 
Los Angeles, March 26. 


Harry Keaton and Morrie Love, 
operators of a fake movie school, 
were sentenced to six months in 
the county jail and fined $500 each 
by Municipal Court Judge Sheldon. 

They were convicted of defraud- 
ing movie-struck dames. 





Young’s Probation 
Los Angeles, March 26. 


Felix Young’s jam has _ been 
patched up by the granting of a 
three year probation by Superior 
Court Judge Wood. 

Agent was convicted of grand 
larceny for holding out $1,500 on 
Noah Beery, the actor, and served 
two months in the hoosegow. 


ACADEMY AWARDS 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences will present its merit 
awards on or about May 1. 
Presentations will be made by 
Douglas Fairbanks, president of the 











for Ken Hecht’s story te be done by 
Cruze, “The Headline Act.” 








academy. 
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PACENT'S NE 
STUDIO DEVICE 


Preparing Low Cost Sound 
On Film Equipment 


Louis G. Pacent is inaugurating 
an expansion program which takes 
in facilities for recording as well as 
reproducing sound for films. Within 
a few months he expects to have 
ready his recording equipment as 
the first indie to threaten the big 
electrics. Pacent’s terms, like his 
theatre equipment, will be the low- 
est in the field. 

Pacent also has his eye on Eu- 
rope and says his foreign offices 
will be underway within two months, 
Although a constant visitor at the 
Warner headquarters, Pacent de- 
nies that the present visit of George 
E, Quigley, Vitaphone head, to Eu- 
rope is associated with his own 
plans. 

That he owns 85 per cent. of the 
Pacent Electric Company, which he 
appraises at $5,000,000, and that he 
is the sole financier of the Pacent 
Reproducer, with capital reaching 
$2,000,000, is Pacent’s reply to the 
intimation he is backed in the talker 
field by Warner money. 

New Plants 

Two additional plants in Con- 
necticut and New Jersey have been 
recently added by Pacent to the 
two in New York which he first used 
to manufacture his talker equip- 
ment. The four are averaging a 
monthly output of 250 machines, he 
said. 

Pacent’s studio device will be 
sound on film. He claims no fear 
of suits by the big electrics or 
patent infringements, and at the 
headquarters of the W. E. it is 
admitted that experts are now in 
possession of one of his equipments 
who are giving it a thorough once- 
over on the patent hunt. So far no 
violation has been reported to the 
electric’s legal] department, it is 
gleaned. 

Warners’ biggest concession to 
the Pacent device, which many still 
believe they control, was made in 
Atlantic City last week where it 
was used in the Globe for the local 
premiere of “Noah's Ark,” 


Youngster Loses Leg 

Los Angeles, March 26. 
Kirk Newman, 22, German direc- 
tor brought here by Universal, was 
run down by a truck while stand- 
ing on a street corner. His right 
leg was amputated below the knee. 
He had not yet been assigned to 

a picture. 


New Central Film 


“Captive Woman” (FN) opens at 
the Central, New York, April 2. 
“Weary River” moves into the 
Strand the following week. 

New picture is part dialog. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


William Le Baron. 
Russell Mack, 

Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Feli-. 
Mrs. Harry Fox. 

Irving Berlin. 

Ballard Macdonald 
Arthur Johnston. 
Maurice Chevalier, 
Barbara. Stanwyck. 
A'’bert A. Kaufman 
William Slavens McNutt. 
Abe Meyer 

Max Marcin. 

W. R. Sheehan, 

Victor Shapiro. 

Glenn Alloine. 

Arthur Richman, 

Frank Fay 


L. A. to N. Y. 


James Allan. 
E. K. Nadel. 
Lon Chaney 
Phyliss Haver 











U’s Renewals 
Universal has renewed the ser- 
vices of Paul Fejos, foreign direce- 
tor, and George Lewis, star, for an- 
other six months. Company has 
also assigned Nat Ross to bat 
out 12 more stories for young 

Laemmle’s “Collegians.” 





Haines’ “Brown Leaves Harvard” 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
William Haines’ sequel for M-G, 
his next picture, will be “Brown 
Leaves Harvard.” 
It’s an origina) story by 
Younger. 


A. P. 
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Warners Shooting Sound Outdoors: 
New Studio Twists Cause No Stir 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Vitaphone is recording talking 
picture exteriors and dialog out of 
doors by means of Western Elec- 
tric trucks, besides remote control 
through mikes attached to cables. 
Another innovation in dialog film 
manufacture here is Fox's making 
a dialog picture on a silent stage 
at its Western avenue studio, while 
Columbia is also making a talker 
via Vitaphone truck. 

These items, while superficially 
highly important to the new art, 
appear to be accepted by the studios 
as merely another talker develop- 
ment amongst the many expected 
to arrive. They seemingly have 
no direct bearing on the usual pro- 
cedure at present of equipping 
studios and that continues in the 
accepted way, with improvements 
noted daily by the engineers in 
their research work. 

Superstition brought about the 
making of “The King of Khapyer 
Rifles,” directed by John Ford on a 
silent stage at Fox. Curiosity got 
a similar result at First National 
with “Irish Eyes,” in which Colleen 
Moore talks for her initial effort 
on the screen. At Columbia Harry 
Cohn decided that pending the 
completion of Columbia’s mammoth 
sound stage, the new sound truck 
costing $35,000, must start to work. 

Ford, a consistently successful 
Fox director of silent films, ob- 
served his good fortune had been 
at the Western avenue studio and 
he preferred not to try for a talker 
at Fox Hills’ new and extensive 
sound plant. Gaining his point, 
Ford started “The King” on the 
silent stage with a Fox sound truck 
for the recording medium. Around 
the studio they say the first two 
reels so far finished of “The King” 
are gorgeous, especially the dialog. 
Ford’s feat is becoming the talk 
of the industry out here. 


Warners’ Newsree!? 

Hitherto it has been said that 
“Warners can’t go outdvors.” Now 
the Warners are going anywhere 
and with four sound trucks so far 
to do it. Jack Warner, in charge 
of all Warner studics here, includ- 
ing First National, has ordered four 
more sound tracks. Two of these 


will be built on the Warner lot 
by the Warner engineers with 
equipment only from W. E. This 


may lead to a Warner sound news 
service though no positive informa- 
tion on that possibility is available. 

At First National John McCor- 
mack, in general charge of the 
Colleen Moore productions, con- 
cluded that since there were to be 
dialog and outdoor scenes, a means 
would have to be contrived to send 
the dialog from location to the 
studio for recording. From the 
Irish Village set, about 500 yards 
from the F. N. sound stage, a cable 
was laid with the mike attached, 
leading back to the studio. This, 
together with the F. N. sound truck, 
has worked perfectly so far. 

Plan is an adaptation of that 
used following the Warners taking 
over of the F. N. studio when Jack 
Warner caused a sound registration 
on the F. N. sound stage to be 
transmitted over a phone wire to 
the recording room at the Warner 
studio on Sunset boulevard. F. N.’s 
Single portable sound equipment is 
engaged in making a scene for 
“Hard to Get.” Another portable 
is reported on its way from Chi- 
cago. 

All of the emergency apparatus 
will be employed as required on 
either the Warner or F. N. lot, and 
also used by the Warners when 
called for on the other of their 
sound equipped studios, the Vita- 
graph now converted into a modern 
talking plant. 

“Noah’s Ark” was made by Jack 
Warner on the Vitagraph lot. 


U Off Heavy Scripts; 
Studio Scanning 20 Yarns 


Universal is off heavy story stuff 
for awhile. With 20 manuscripts of 
the light order appraised by home 
Office specialists as worth $750,000, 
Mrs. Florence Strauss, eastern 
Scenario editor, has entrained to see 
what Universal City thinks of the 
Selections for next year’s product. 








Rex Bell’s Long Signature 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
Rex Bell has been placed under 
a long term contract by Fox. 
Bell was originally signed to re- 


Place Tom Mix on this company’s 
Cutdoor program. 





PICTURES 








F. N. Burns as Fox Holds 
“Weary” to 4 Coast Keys 


San Diego, Cal., March 26. 

First National plans to give bat- 
tle to Fox Theatres out here be- 
cause of the latter organization's 
refusal to play the sound version 
of “Weary River” in more than four 
key cities—Seattle, San Francisco, 
Portland and Los Angeles. Picture 
goes into opposition house here. 
Superba, Dwight Hall, manager, 
March 30, for indefinite run. George 
Thomas, from the FN studio, was 
here over the week-end preparing 
campaign. 

FN believes it stands to win un- 
der present arrangement as one 
week would have been the limit had 
the picture been bought by Fox for 
this city. In the case of “The Sing- 
ing Fool,” which circuit turned it 
down here, it went into the Superba 
for five weeks. 

It is understood FN is preparing 
to put “Weary River” into other 
cities in California and Washing- 
ton where there are wired oppo- 
sition houses. Estimate is that re- 
striction of sound versions by Fox 
to four key cities means $50,000 in 
lost bookings to FN, 








Deep in Dialog 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Paramount's title department has 
gone dialog. Three men composing 
it all have records as playwrights— 
Julian Johnston, George Marion, Jr., 
and Herman Mankiewicz. Latter 
has written dialog for several pic- 
tures and Johnston has just finished 
dialog on “The Wheel of Life.” 

Marion has been assigned dialog 
on a comedy with music, tentatively 
titled ‘“‘Siss Boom Barbara.” It was 
written by Marion for stage produc- 
tion, but Paramount bought it for 
a talker. Goes into production In 
60 days. Johnston is to edit for the 
American market “Hungarian Rhap- 
sody,”. a German picture. 








A. M. P. A. May Modify 
Its Membership Rules 


At its meeting tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) the Associatron of Motion 
Picture Advertisers will consider 
further modification of its consti- 
tution whereby it will be able to 
rehabilitate by letting down mem- 
bership qualifications. George Har- 
vey, president, figures this step will 
make it possible to realize over 
$2,000 in dues and initiation fees 
from 200 persons in fields allied 
to filmdom with an advertising 
affiliation. 

Seen as a forerunner is the reso- 
lution adopted at the last meeting 
giving trade paper men, admitted 
& year ago as associates, active 
roles which carry a vote and the 
chance to hold office. Meanwhile 
the 137 paid-up members are be- 
ing requested to pay for the ticket 
to their annual affair which orig- 
inally had been gratis. This is be- 
ing done as one means to clear up 
the deficit caused by the flop of 
the affair. 





U’s 52 Two-Reelers 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Universal plans 52 two-reel com- 
edies for the coming year. Deci- 
sion is partly due to the retire- 
ment of Stern Brothers from its 
comedy contract with U. Shorts 
will be all-talkers. 

In case any so lend themselves, 
silent versions also will be made. 
Arthur Lake is set to be starred 
in 13 of the number. 


EIGHT IN COLOR 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
Having tied up Technicolor for 
the next six months almost exclu- 
sively, Warners are going to turn 
out eight pictures in color to be re- 
leased equally on the current and 
next season's program. 





“Redemption’s” 23 Days 
Los Angeles, March 26. 

Fred Niblo completed the silent 
version of “Redemption” (M-G) in 
23 days of a 24 day working 
schedule. 

He will start on the sound ver- 
sion after editing and pre-viewing 
the silent picture 











LEON LEONIDOFF 
Roxy Theatre, New York 
Director of Production 
(Assistant to Mr. S. L. Rothafel) 
Second Anniversary Celebration. 

The greatest spectacle of stage 
entertainment ever witnessed in 
any theatre. Now held over for 
third week. 


MOSTLY SHORTS 
INN. Y. STUDIOS 


Fred Allen Directing at 
Par—M-G Leaves Disk 


Fred Allen, vaude and revue 
comedian, has become a director of 
talking shorts for Paramount at the 


Astoria studio. After making a 
couple of shorts himself, Allen was 
retained to direct cther funny fel- 
lows. His first was Charles Butter- 
worth, who lectured on the subject 
of whether horses should _ sleep 
standing or sitting down. Allen is 
now directing “Tropical Madness,” 
a two-reeler with Leo Donnelly, 
Dolf Singer, Charles Burns, Olive 
Shea, and Harry Hewitt, the latter 
impersonating a polar bear. 

John Meehan and Robert Florey, 
who have been honeymooning, Mil- 
lard Webb and John Butler, studio 
manager, all return this week to 
the Paramount studio. 

Olive Shea, appearing with the 
Leo Donnelly short, also was at the 
Pathe studio in a George LeMaire 
number, “The Chiropractor.” Miss 
Shea is the winner of the A.M.P.A. 
beauty contest, Pathe will start 
production on its next feature April 
1. Tentative title is “The Irish 
Boy.” Now casting. 

Cecil Lean and Cleo Mayfield’s 
two-reel sketch is to be the first 
M-G-M short to be released with 
sound track. All prior shorts have 
been released on disk. Walter C. 
Kelly, Willie Solar, the Rounders, 
Charles Irwin and Alice Weaver are 
booked for future M-G shorts. 

Harry Wier, chief sound engineer 
of the M-G studio, is spending a 
week at the Embassy theatre treat- 
ing its acoustics along the lines he 
treated the Astor prior to the 
“Broadway Melody” opening. 

Production at Warners has in- 
cluded shorts by the following: 
Irene Franklin, Josie Heather, Leo 
Reisman’s Orchestra, Jimmy Duffy 
with Helen Gleason. Another Harry 
Tate short, “Selling a Motor,” and 
a sketch “The 99th Amendment” 
done originally at the Writers Club, 
Hollywood. Cast includes Verree 
Teasdale, Hugh O’Connor, Charles 
Richmond and George Stevens, J. 
H. Neebe wrote it. 


Free Lance Talent Forces 
Casting 2 Months Ahead 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
Scarcity of free lance talent, 
eligible for talking pictures, has 
grown so serious that a number of 
producers are forced to cast their 
pictures two months in advance in 
order to secure the proper types. 
Condition will not be relieved un- 
til the old crop of silent favorites 
can develop recording voices or an 
entirely new setup is drawn from 
the ranks of the unknowng 


MOSS OFF ADS 


Alex Moss, advertising head for 
the Cohen brothers, has resigned 
that job after holding tt nearly 
three years. 

Moss wants to get into produc- 
tion and may go te the Coast with 
Harry. 
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All Stocks Crash on Money Rate 
Soaring to 20; Amusements Hit 
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Yesterday’s Prices 


Leading Stocks 
Sales Open High Low Chee 
1,400 Am Seat. 36%, 35°54, 25% —15% 
3,300 Con Film 26% 2 2 —1% 
12,900 Fox ..... 89% 8 85% —2% 
14,500 Loew ... 638% 60% 61% —3% 
50,000 Param’t. 63% 59% GO1% ..... 
32,500 Pathe ... 10 7% &% —1% 
379,500 Radio .... 9 82 9% +1% 
34,000 Rad-k-o. 30% 19 28% — % 
1,000 Shub .... 59 544 Site —T% 





97 102% —4% 


— 





‘ 54,700 Warn B..109 





The long looming menace of 
money famine hit the stock market 
*esperday. The official rate went to 
20 per cent., while brokers scram- 
bled to pay 22 on the floor and 24 
was reported in scattered instances 
outside. 

The prices tell the story of stocks 
thrown overboard. Extreme lows 
came around 1:30, with a brisk rally 
among the leaders in the last half 
hour retracing some of the day's 
lost ground. The ticker was still 
going at 4:45. Highlights of the 
session in the theatre group were: 

Fox in new low ground since last 
summer at 84, while Loew resisted 
pressure, holding above 60. 

Par. Strongest 

Paramount took an enormous 
amount of punishment, but broke 
the 60 level only by a fraction, and 
was a leader in its group during the 
late rally. This issue was conspicu- 
ous in its performance. By all 
signs, its supporting clique is ag- 
gressive, and powerful support 
seems to be waiting on the side- 
lines ready to pick it up on breaks. 

Warner Bros., which has long had 
a large public following, broke 
badly. At its low it was 3 points 
under par and closed at 102. Shu- 
bert offered no resistance except in 
a negative way. Until the session 








Radio-Keith Sensational in Drop to 19—Par and 
Loew Make Excellent Front—Shubert Off to 55 


| was half over it had not come out 
|at all, but a late drive carried it 
down to 54 for a loss at its low of 


around 7, 
Radio Shorts Trapped 


An incident of the feverish ses- 
sion was the behavior of Radio of 


America. This stock had made a 
sensation Monday when it gained 
4, while the rest of the list was 


going into new low ground. Yester- 
day the bear crowd gave it unre- 
mitting attention and in terrific 
sally hammered it down to 82. In 
the last half hour shorts tried te 
cover at that figure and found 
themselves trapped. At the close 
it had recovered to 93. In like 
manner RKO broke 11 to 19 and 
recovered to 29 in the last quarter- 
hour. 

Only ray of hope at the close 
came in the form of unofficial esti- 
mates of huge reduction in loans 
accomplished by the crash and hope 
that it would satisfy the central 
banking authorities for the mo- 
ment. Doubt of that was expressed 
and the old menace of advanced 
rediscount rate at Thursday’s meet- 
ing chills all but people rich in 
cash and ready to take up stock on 
a cash and carry basis. Margin 
play is out for the time being and 
probably for some days to come, 
certainly until after April 1, 

Reserve Bank has the whip hand 
at last and, with absolute control 
of the situation, the immediate fu- 
ture looks possible for only narrow 
profits on the bull side. One of the 
most disheartening fatures of yes- 
terday’s debacle was the volume in 
which liquidation appeared. Total 
sales went to unheard figures of 
more than 8,200,000 shares, nearly 
1,500,000 in excess of the highest 
previous figure in November, just 
preceding the December break. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, March 23: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 





1929-——, . Net 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low. last. Chra 
41% 37% 9,000 American Seat (3)....++..++.0+ one 387% 37% —3% 
28% 25% 10,700 Consol. Film pfd. (2)....++. Gveske” ae 25% 27 
194% 179% 900 Eastman Kodak (8).....s.se0- eooe 181 179% 179% + 
84% 635% OREN: LON Bins csv eee s0s6db00ees coco) Sa 65% 67 4% 
110% 98 2,000 Do pref. (61%)..ccccccccece ecevcce: O08 98 100% —2% 
46% 34% Dee SO a vacsdsanescrhbaubanaaed coe 85% 34% 355% 
138 107% 1,500 De pref. (7).cscscoce occceses cece 112 107% 107% —%*% 
109% 68% 316,000 Radio Conp. of A...... Kesads csese 100% 86% 87%, —2 
101 5M 52,100 Fox Claas A (4)....cccccccores coe §©6998% 90% 90% —1% 
24 18% 5,400 Madison Square Garden (2)...... «- @ 21144 214 —% 
27 2 800 Met.-G.-M, pref (1.89)......ece- oo ©628% 255% 25% 
46% 3A i 3. Ogee roepatepeeaee coe SM 34% 3% =—& 
43% 12% 8,500 Motion Picture Cap........ee- coe |=648% 35% 3% —T% 
72 55 121,500 Paramount-Fam-Lasky (3)....e0. 70% 54% 65% th 
14% 10% 19,000 Pathe BExchange.....s..seeees Sate oe 10% 11 —1 
30 22% 3,400 Pathe Class A...ccosscccccccce coo =2A% 22% 23% 
74% HAY SG. DOMES Gi idee ccccvesenceset oe. Oe 64% 61% —o% 
48% 32% De I vad Nika o 40 Gab <onconexeada om @& 321% 32% 
98 86 160 Universal pref. (8)..... a'6604 coco 88% 88 ee +% 
134 114% SIR ee “Wee PGR ccc aticctececto cose 124% 115 15% -— 
50% 52 4,400 Do pref, (2.20)......+...- oseseug SUD 21 6% — 
CURB 
19 6 28,000 Am, Acoustic.......-..+:. oeéecce M44 8 ae 
26 18 16,100 Con. Film Ent...... : 3” oie og” +3" 
31% 30% 400 Columbia Pict........ ; 31% 31 3 
37% 28 28,100 Fox Theatres..... suleestsavenks oo ee 29 29 —2 
W% 19 64,100 De Forest Radio..........+ jocks.) Se 19% 1%. = % 
49% 28 BOO LOOP PRs vcccctdocees neaka otaveg- “ae. 30 30 a 
Br 15 SO ee Re ee re cococee 620% 22% 2% +% 
BONDS 
oT 92% $1,000 Keith 6s, °46...........6- ited 1 = 
121% 113 Gane. came Ge, Eo checkecaue tances 1180 112% 112% sit 
100% 97 a om Oe ow | pees areennss: coccccce 690% 97% 98 
4 78 10,000 Pathe 7s, '87.....ccccccce cccccese 90% 79% 80% +% 
100% 9 70,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6s, °47....... cose 100% - 9% —% 
91% 83 Se SE WI avi abenedcicvavesenacs — 811% 85 +% 





Montagne’s Change 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Upon expiration of his three-year 
contract with Universal as head of 
scenario department, Edward J. 
Montagne has given up the post. 
Universal had an option on his serv- 
ices for another year but Montagne 
requested that it not be exercised. 
It is reported he will shortly become 
the head of the scenario department 
for another company. 


Carl Laemmle, Jr., is said to be 
negotiating with Paul Bern, who re- 
cently left Pathe, to take over the 
department. 





$74 16mm. OUTFIT 


Los Angeles, March 26. 


Local music store is offering a 
picture camera and projector for 
the combined price of $74.50 on the 
installment plan. Outfit is equipped 
to handle 16mm. film. 

Projector is the Duograph, man- 
ufactured by the company of that 
name, and Walter E. Greene, former 
picture producer. Greene at one 
time was president of the old Art- 
craft company before it was ab- 
sorbed by Paramount. 








Warners Spendng $750,000 
On Old Vitagraph Studios 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Warners will spend $750,000 te 
bring up to date the old Vitagraph 
lot at Prospect and Talmadge 
streets, East Hollywood. The 
ground, 40 acres in area, came to 
the Warners through purchase of 
Vitagraph four years ago and has 
been used only for exteriors and 
street stuff in that time. 

Already completed are two sound 
stages, fully equipped with electrie 
installations. Bach stage has a 
playback projection room. Third 
sound stage is now under construde 
tion, 








EQUIPMENT EXPO 
Chicago, March 26, 
An exposition of theatre equip= 


ment, including sound apparatus, is 
being promoted here by a group of 


men headed by W. G. Newbould 
Outfit calls itself the American 
Theatre Exposition Corp., with 


headquarters at the Stevens hotel 
It is proposed to hold the exe 
nibition at *he Coliseum June 1-9. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, March 27, 1929 








9 and 10 Daily Give 
“Godless Grrl,” 


“Mask” $47,000; 
State-Lake, $32,500 





Fairbanks Over Chaplin’s 


UA Top by $7,000—Chi- 


cago and Oriental Hold Even—Guinan, $11,450 


—______- + 


Chicago, March 26. 
What a week for the usually calm 
minority. Playing nine and ten 
shows a day, sailing right into the 


morning hours when necessary, 
United Artists started “The Iron 
Mask” with a record $47,000. Sup- 


posedly secure $40,000 record estab- 
lished by Chaplin’s “Gold Rush” 
was beaten by the most efficient in- 
and-out handling of crowds that 
this burg has yet seen. 

Picture opened to a rainy Friday, 
with customers standing on the 
sidewalks mopping handkerchiefs 
across their dewy faces. With Fair- 
banks drawing more than the house 
could handle, how much money the 
house could take in was entirely up 
to the manner in which the staff 
handled the crowds. And the boys 
wound up by packing $7,000 more 
worth of customers than it was be- 
lieved could be accommodated, 

Another usually quiet spot, the 
State-Lake, uncovered a knockout 
mitt with its first week of sound 
and shot the gross to $32,500. This 
is the R-K-O pop vaudfilm stand 
which has been finishing just un- 
der or over $20,000 for months with 
silent films and seven acts. For 
opening week with R. C, A. Photo- 
phone, house used “Godless Girl” 
and only five acts featured by Ray 
Miller and his orchestra, local name 
which helped plenty. Another of the 
modest minority, the Monroe, played 
its first 100 all-talker, “The Ghost 
Talks,” to a $6,200 that represents 
almost twice the average take. And 
the Loop’s smallest first-run, the 
Orpheum, was right up front with 
$11,450 for the first week of “Queen 
of the Night Clubs.” . 

Most of the regular loop leaders 
were strangely indisposed. “On 
Trial” and a new type of locally 
produced stage show at the Chicago 
could only duplicate the previous 
week's comparatively unimportant 
$45,000. Good money, but not for 
the town’s ace house. Oriental was 
also carrying along very quietly 
with $40,000 for “Why Be Good.” 
Roosevelt dropped to $24,000 with 
second week of “Wolf of Wall 
Street.’ 

“In Old Arizona,’ at McVicker’s, 
was the only film to show any class 
among the regular downtown lead- 
ers, taking $44,000 in its second 
week. Rated above everything the 
previous week with $46,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix)——“On Trial,” 
dialog (WB) and stage show (4,400; 
50-75). About an average week with 
$45,000; may have lost something to 
State-Lake across street. 

McVicker’s (Publix) — “In Old 
Arizona,” dialog (Fox) (1,865; 50-. 
75). Second week in keeping with 


tremendous start; off $2,000 to 
$44,000. 
Monroe (Fox) — “The Ghost 





Talks,” dialog (Fox) (1,000; 50-75). 
Only one week and doubled usual 
gross with $6,200; first all-talker to 
play house. 

Oriental (Publix) — “Why Be 
Good,’ sound (FN) and “Footlights” 
unit (3,500; 50-75). Remained at 
previous week’s $40,000, profitable, 
but not up to what house estab- 
lishes as good money. 

Orpheum (WB)—‘“Queen of Night 
Clubs,” dialog (WB) (800; 50). 
Guinan feature made pretty whoo- 
pee for small stand; $11,450 and 
held over. 

Roosevelt (Publix) — “Wolf of 
Wall Street,” dialog (Par) (1,500; 
50-75). Second week dropped $3,000 
to $24,000, satisfactory. 

State-Lake (R-K-O)—‘“The God- 
less Girl,” dialog (Pathe) and 
vaude (2,700; 50-75). Loop’s pop 
price vaude stand went sound last 
week and zipped to $32,500, more 
than $12,000 above what it has been 
drawing with silent films; excellent 
exploitation; vaude layout cut from 
seven to five acts; local Ray Miller 
band strong help. 

United Artists (UA) — “Tron 
Mask,” sound (UA) (1,700; 50-75). 
Undisputed champ of a big week: 
started by smashing Chaplin’s “Gold 
Rush” record by $7,000; nine and 10 
shows daily for $47,000. 


$62,070 in Rental 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
Fox received $62,070 in rentals 
for the 10 weeks’ engagement of 
“In Old Arizona” at the Criterion, 
Fox-owned. 
House has 1,600 seats. 











COSTUMES 
FOR HIRE 


PRODUCTIONS 
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PRESENTATIONS 





CENSORS’ CUTS BRING 
LAUGHS, BUT $18,300 


Montreal Likes “Orchids”— 
“Red Hot Speed’s” $14,500 
Good—“Tom” Flops 


Montreal, March 26, 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Weather: Mild 

“Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” ballyhooed 
as a $2,000,000 picture, brodied at 
the Palace last week. Capitol and 
Loew's got the benefit. Former 
played locally popular Greta Garbo 
in “Wild Orchids” and hopped to 
the top of the bunch at over $18,000. 
Censors, as usual, ran wild at criti- 
cal points, but audience regarded 
cuts as joke, cheering ironically 
when they were obvious. Since 
children under 16 are barred at 
flickers, people are asking whether 
censors are protecting adult morals 
or merely cutting to earn their hire. 
“Red Hot Speed,” at Loew’s, ratea 
okay, as Denny films are sure draws 
here. No reason to kick at $14,500. 
Imperial, as usual, had standout 
vaude bill and “Restless Youth” 
made good filler. Close to $10,000. 
Strand played two feature bill all 
week and came out with a nice $3,- 
500. Neighborhoods generally picked 
up. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-65)— 
“Wild Orchids,” sound (M-G). One 
of best grosses of year, $18,300, de- 
spite cuts by censors, which made 
film a comedy in spot; house never 
repeats or picture could stand an- 
other week. 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-65)—"Un- 
cle Tom’s Cabin,” sound (U). Flop 
in this city despite St. Patrick’s 
Day crowds, which spoiled Sunday 
matinees at all theatres but helped 
night shows; $12,500 a big disap- 
pointment. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-50)—“Red 
Hot Speed” (U) and vaude. Denny 
picture and good vaude held up 
gross; good at $14,500. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-75)— 
“Restless Youth” (Col) and vaude. 
House touched high at $10,000 with 
good vaude show. 


Toronto Trails Market; 
“Bellamy” Best, $15,000 


Toronto, March 26. 

(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

Weather: Fair 

Except for “Bellamy Trial,” which 
stood up strong at the Tivoli, every- 
thing flopped with the stock market 
last week. 
have nothing to do with it, but 
every time prices slump, 
tag along up here, 

“Bellamy” snared $15,000 in a 1,- 
400-seater on a mild campaign and 
no stage show, so no squawks from 
that quarter, It held over and will 
make room for “Broadway Melody” 
next week. “Submarine” (Col) was 
the first Columbia picture spotted 
at the Uptown in a year. Set no 
records, but was steady at $13,000 
to $14,000, and made way for “The 
Dummy.” 

Loew's dropped to $10,000 with 
“Captain Lash,” and Pantages drew 
the same figure with “Children of 
the Ritz,” which fell foul of the 
censors in a mild sort of way. Both 
had good stage shows, 
were too many outside worries. 
“True Heaven” 
those things at Shea’s Hippodrome, 
but Roscoe Ails and his gang pulled 
things together and handed the 
house $13,000. 

“Luckee Girl,” musical, at Shu- 
bert’s Royal Alexandra, took neat 
figures, which didn’t help the pic- 
ture situation any. 

(Estimates for Last Week) 

Tivoli (FP)—“Bellamy Trial” (M- 
G) (1,400; 35-65). Opened smartly 
and held on strong, running six 
shows a day; no stage show; good 
at $15,000 and held over; “Broad- 
way Melody” next. 

Uptown (FP)—“‘Submarine” (Col) 
(3,000; 30-60). Slumped to $13,500, 
but still above average for year; 
regulars of house strong for dialog 
stuff. 

Hippodrome (FP)—‘True Heav- 
en” (Fox) (2,600; 30-60). Roscoe 
Ails on stage was of much more 
assistance than picture; up to aver- 
age with $13,000. 

Loew’s (2,300; 30-60)—“Captain 
Lash” (Fox). Fell to $10,000 for no 
particular reason; house now ready 
for sound and will be first vaud- 
film combo to have sound pictures. 

Pantages (FP) (3,400: 30-60)— 
“Children of the Ritz’ (FN). Cut a 
little by censors, this one caught in 
general‘slump; about $10,000, 




















Perhaps bear markets 
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WASHING TON B-C- 


ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW 


Meyer Davis introduced PUTT- 
AROUND GOLF in Washington 
(D. C.) less than a month ago. 
Now there’s the flourishing KING 
PIN COUNTRY CLUB with its 
thousands of enthusiasts, 

Because PUTTAROUND GOLF is 
easy enough for a novice and hard 
enough for an expert. 

Come and play when you're next 
in Washington. 


FILMS IN VAUDE HOUSES 
REAL MINN LEADERS 


“Fleet” $17,500 at Henn- 
Orph—“Cohens and Kellys” 
$9,000, Pan 























Minneapolis, March 26. 


(Drawing Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Favorable 
Two pictures shone forth bright- 
ly last week, “Flying Fleet” at the 
Hennepin - Orpheum and “Tron 
Mask” at the State. “Cohens and 
Kellys in A. C.,” at Pantages, also 
merits honorable business pulling 
mention, a 
Comparatively speaking, “Fleet 
made the best showing, although its 
total was a grand or so under that 
of “Mask.” Local show business 
has been in the throes of a depres- 
sion since the first of the year, The 
first three months of 1929 have not 
only constituted one of the worst 
theatrical periods in years, but 
also a bad time for other lines of 
trade, Minnesota, using “The 
Carnation Kid,” chalked up a very 
poor week at $20,000. For a change, 
the pictures at the Hennepin-Or- 
pheum and Pantages must’be given 
the entire eredit for the healthy 
draws. Both houses had poor vaude 
but drew, 
Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (F. & R.-Publix) (4,- 
200; 75)—‘Carnation Kid” dialog 
(Par) and Publix unit, “Bubbles.” 
Doug MacLean no card in this 
burg; picture met mixed reception 
‘land did not prove sufficiently 
strong for house; stage show well 
liked; just above $20,000 extremely 
bad here. 

State (F. & R.-Publix) (2,300; 
60)—“Iron Magk” sound (UA) and 


grosses |stage show, Started out on week- 


end like record breaker, then 
slimped badly; began _ building 
again Wednesday; for a time man- 
agement in doubt as to whether to 
hold it over; finally decided to; 
about $19,400, one of few times 
State near Minnesota. 
Hennepin-Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,- 
890; 50-60)—‘“Flying Fleet” sound 
(M-G) and vaude. Picture, splen- 


didly exploited, scored smash; 
overcame poor vaude_ support; 
close to $17,500. 

Lyric (F. & R.-Publix) (1,300; 


35)—“‘Lady of Chance” (M-G) and 
Sharkey-Stribling fight pictures. 
Fight pictures credited with hold- 


but there |ing up feature; $6,400, good. 


Pantages (Pantages) (1,600; 25- 


was just one of/50)—“Coheng and Kellys in A. C.” 


dialog (U) and vaude, Picture a 
real draw; gave house best week 
since “In Old Arizona” (Fox) and 
despite vaude of a minus quality; 
around $9,000, splendid. 


Ambassador Does $31,700, 
State $15,400, St. Louis 


St. Louis, March 26. 

(Drawing Population, 1,025,000) 

Weather: Fair 
Estimates for Last Week 

Ambassador (3,000; 35-50-65-75) 
—“Cohens and Kellys in A. C.” (U). 
Got laughs; Ed Lowry’s stage show; 
$31,700. 

Fox (6,000; 35-75)—‘‘Sunrise,” 
sound (Fox). Under $40,000 and 
house having its worries. 

Loew’s State (3,300; 25-35-65)— 
“Desert Nights,” sound (M-G). Just 
fair; $15,400, 

Missouri (3,800; 35-50-65-75)— 
“Carnation Kid,” dialog (Par). Did 
$17,800. 

Grand Central (1,700; 50-75)— 
“Weary River,” dialog (FN). Btill 
going strong; $18,700. 











SMALL N. 0. HOUSES UP 


Strand and Tudor Best at $3,900 
and $3,200—Saenger, $17,300 


New Orleans, March 26. 
(Drawing Pop., 500,000) 

Weather: Clear and Cool 
Boys were blaming it on Lent 
last week. Week before it was the 
rain. Either there’s good business 
or a good excuse. On the up and 
up the shows were pretty bad. 
Loew's State suffered with “The 
Carnation Kid.” Elsewhere the opus 
might be considered okay, here 
they frowned to such an extent the 
gross dropped to $14,000, lowest of 
the winter. Then there was 
“Desert Nights” as the Saenger’s 
cup of grief. Too many Gilberts 
around lately. When they sound 
taps on a film star here they sound 
‘em. A bit above $17,000 for the 
Saenger meant red, and this is Holy 
Week. 

“Air Legion” was skirting dark 
clouds at the Orpheum with $8,600. 
Buddy Rogers brought a flurry to 
the Strand, which negotiated $3,200, 
and “Greyhound Limited” rumbled 
through to $3,900 at the Tudor. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Saenger (3,568; 65) — “Desert 
Nights” sound (M-G), Much ex- 
pected of this Gilbert, but in vain; 
$17,300. 

Loew’s State (3,218; 50)—*Car- 
nation Kid” dialog (Par). Failed to 
intrigue the natives; Doug Mac- 
a not so hot in this burg; $14,- 


Orpheum (2,400; 50)—“Air Le- 
gion.” Took several nose dives, re- 
turns darted down to $8,600. 

Strand (2,200; 50)—“Somebody to 
Love” (Par). Buddy Rogers’ per- 
sonal draw evidenced as _ total 
climbed to $3,200. 

Tudor (800; 50) — “Greyhound 
Limited” dialog (WB). Blood and 
thunder meller to $3,900 proved 
there are still a phalanx or two of 
the “good old patrons” left. 


$25,000 FOR ‘C. & K.’ AT 
LAFAYETTE, BUFFALO 


‘Mask’ Dives on 2d Week— 
‘Bellamy’ $27,300—‘Queen’ 
Just Fair, $11,000 


Buffalo, March 26. 
(Crawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Business fairly evenly distributed 
last week. Begins to look as though 
the keen local competition is making 
the public highly selective. When 
features are evenly balanced be- 
tween the competing houses, takings 
seem to preserve the same general 
level. 

Lafayette last week stood out 
with an extraordinary good gross 
for “Cohens and Kellys.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40- 
75) “Bellamy Trial’ dialog (M-G). 
Business slightly better than pre- 
ceding week; $27,300. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 35-60) 
“Tide of Empire” sound (M-G) and 
vaude. Takings off several thou- 
sand from preceding week’s good 
figure; last week $16,300. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 35-60) 
“Tron Mask” sound (UA). Off sub- 
stantially on its second week, day 
shows’ being particularly weak; 
$11,500. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 30-40- 
75) “Queen of the Night Clubs” dia- 
log (WB). Not for these provin- 
cials; failed to attract much more 
than ordinary business; around $11,- 
000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 35-60) 
“Cohens and Kellys in A. C.” dialog 
(U) and vaude. Wow for this house 
with an opening Sunday which went 
almost to $6,000; nearly $25,000 on 
week. 


Met Slips by $37,000; 
Boston Keeps Head Up 


Boston, March 26, 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Weather: Fair 

For the week before Holy Week 
nothing much could be expected of 
the picture houses, and nothing 
much did happen. Keith Memorial 
proved to be about the best bet 
on the vaude end of the picture 
game. Big Keith house went over 
to the tune of $32,000. Keith-Albee 
went along fairly well for about 
$25,000 

“Iron Mask,” at the State, put in 
a fair week with a gross of about 
$24,400. House has been a con- 
sistent money maker ever since it 
started off with sound. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan (Pub) (4,000; 50-65- 
75) “Chinatown Nights” dialog 
(Par). Did fairly at $37,100. 

Keith-Memorial (3,000; $1) “The 
Crash” (FN). With good vaude 
house grossed $29,700. 

Keith-Albee (vaudfilm) (3,000; 
50-60) “Cohens and Kellys in A. C.” 
dialog (U). Okay at $25,000. 























Loew’s State (vaudfilm) “Tron 
— sound (UA). Fair with $24,- 
00. 


PHILLY SLOWS DOWN: 
MASTBAUM AT $48,000 


6 Days for “C. & K.” $23,000, 
Stanley—Fox, With “Dixie,” 
$28,000—Aldine Dark 


Philadelphia, March 26. 

Business generally bad in the 
picture houses last week. Spring 
weather, beginning Thursday, sent 
the crowds to the shore resorts. 

Exception was the Mastbaum, 
which is running along to corking 
trade. Last week's film was gen- 
erally considered a weak sister, 
“The Redeeming Sin,” but stage 
bills, the most elaborate and pre- 
tentious Philly has ever seen, con- 
tinue to drag in the mobs. Gross 
was reported around $48,000, lowest 
house has had yet, but considered 
okay for season, 

Stanley took a terrific lacing with 
“Cohens and Kellys in A. C.” In six 
days, beginning Saturday, accord- 
ing to the theatre’s new policy, this 
farce coaxed in only $23,000, very 
low. “Weary River’ was one to 
escape the general blight. Has 
caught on solidly at the Boyd and 
clicked to the tune of $24,000, which 
apparently sets it for a run. “Broad- 
way Melody,” to follow, was men- 
tioned for April 1, but the date has 
been omitted and it looks as if 
“River” will hang on _ through 
Easter week, giving it a month’s 
stay. 

Aldine continued to feel the Boyd, 
half-a-block away, and “Footprints 
of Satan” died. Hardly $8,500, and 
taken off Saturday night. House 
dark this week, with the manage- 
ment explaining it as due to exten» 
sive alterations necessary for 
“Noah’s Ark,’ which opens Easter 
Monday. Wiseacres looking for- 
ward with much interest to what 
happens when “Noah’s Ark” and 
“Broadway Melody” compete with 
each other at such close range with 
same prices and policies. 

Stanton fared the best of the 
smaller Stanley houses last week. 
“Queen of the Night Clubs” did not 
tickle the critics, but it caught the 
public fancy. Result was $15,000 
and held over. House gets “The 
Godless Girl” next week. 

Karlton, with prices reduced to 
the former scale (50-cent top) set 
no rivers a-fire with “Redskin,” re- 
cently at the Stanley. Gross down 
around $3,500. Because of choice lo- 
cation and high rental, would not be 
surprising to see Karlton, as well 
as Arcadia, give up the ghost short- 
ly as a result of the town’s general 
over-seating. 

Two Fox houses reported satise 
factory trade. Locust, with “Speak- 
easy” opening a run, claimed about 
$16,600. With heavy advertising 
started strongly. “Hearts in Dixie,” 
at the Fox, got nice notices and 
steady, but not sensational, trade at 
around $28,000. 

Philly now has two sure-seaters, 
This week the old Regent, drop-in 
on Market street in the same block 

(Continued on page 15) 


Fox, Brooklyn, $67,200, 
With 9 Days Vaudfilni 


Brooklyn, March 26. 

Nothing much doing here last 
week except the change of policy 
at the Fox to vaudfilm. “Speak- 
easy,” with banner vaude line-up, 
got the crowds out early. 

Other houses suffered. Paramount 
was handed a sock with Tom Mix 
heading the stage show and “Loop- 
ing the Loop,” Ufa picture, which 
was not so hot. Final figures were 
around $46,900, ’way off here. Ash 
is back now and the girls in town 
are pacified. 

At the Strand “Queen of the Night 
Clubs” received a fair break at 
around $23,400. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Albee—“Cohens and Kellys in A, 
C.,” dialog (U) (3,248; 35-50-60-75). 
Film aided by splendid vaude bill; 
$29,600. 

Fox—“Speakeasy,” dialog (Fox) 
(4,000; 35-40-50-60-75). Up until 
now this house just snailed along 
with half a dozen ailments; high 
powered vaude pushed in, and along 
with “Speakeasy” did a _ thriving 
week; $67,200 on nine days. 

Metropolitan—“Lucky Boy,” dia- 
log” (T-S) (3,577; . 35-40-50-75). 
Quiet week with vaude; $23,150. 

Paramount—“Looping the Loop” 
(Ufa) (4,000; 35-50-75). Tom Mix 
to help build up something; picture 
weak and Mix failed to draw heav- 
ily; $46,900, bad for house. 

Strand—“Queen of the Night 
Clubs,” dialog (WB) (2,000; 25-35 
eer Uneventful week at $23,« 














T-S CONSTRUCTION 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Owing to scarcity of space on the 
Tiffany-Stahl studio site, it will be 
necessary to tear down two present 
stages to build a complete unit 
of two sound stages and monitor 
room, 

Work begins next week. Record- 
ing of present product is tem- 
porarily being done at the Sennett 





studios, 
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Bway Dotted by Holdovers: 


Roxy $107,000 and Par. $67,000; 


? 


Capitol Yanks Film in 2d Day 





For the first time in the history of 

Broadway a picture opening in a 
first-run theatre was yanked the 
second day and another substituted. 
“The Great Power,” made independ- 
ently in Waterbury, Conn., with the 
original stage cast, scenery, and 
everything else, was quietly anes- 
thetized at the Capitol between the 
first and second shows Sunday. 
Complaints and disorders multiplied 
go rapidly that the house rushed in 
Buster Keaton’s “Spite Marriage” 
«M-G) to fill the gap. 
’ Possibly another lesson in public 
reactions can be pointed from the 
situation along the street last week. 
Only two new pictures, “Cohens and 
Kellys in Atlantic City” (U) and 
“Queen of the Night Clubs” (WB) 
fin a galaxy of holdovers. It might 
logically be assumed that these two 
would have an edge through lack of 
other new films. Not so. Both pic- 
tures did ordinary trade for the the- 
atres in which they were spotted, 
“Queen” taking $30,600 at the 
Strand and “C and K” being under 
$12,000 at the Colony. 


Not a bad week in toto. Para- 
mount gathered $67,000 on the sec- 
ond week of “Canary Murder Case,” 
while there was $107,000 in the till 
on the second Roxy count-up for 
“Speakeasy.” That in view of Holy 
Week's traditional theatrical lull 
was more than adequate to insure 
a third week for the picture, 

“Beliamy Trial’ did $69,750 at the 
Capitol after a previous $2 run at 
Embassy. Fairbanks’ “Iron Mask” 
still tallying beaucoup profit with 
$31,500 on its fourth week, and 
“Lady of the Pavements” was bat- 
ting strong with $35,500 at the 
Rialto. 

Several changes in the $2 line-up. 
“Wolf Song” and “Hearts in Dixie” 
bow out in favor of “Trial of Mary 


Dugan” and “Christina,” respec- 
tively. “The Rainbow Man,” inde- 
pendent talker, starring Eddie 


Dowling; is due April 15 at the Sel- 
wyn, now being wired by Western 
Electric. “Show Boat” bows in at 
the Globe April 17. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—“Broadway Melody” dialog 
(M-G) (1,120; $1-$2) (7th week). 
Racks clean on practically all per- 
formances; last week reported $23,- 
850. 

Cameo—“Battle of Mons” (New 
Era) (549; 50-75). War stuff seems 
to appeal to the male time-killers 
that pass this location; house gen- 
erally has a brisk week with mili- 
tary maneuvers; got $6,500; holding 
over until today (Wed.); house dark 
Thursday and Friday to be wired 
by RCA. Reopens Saturday under 
the new policy of extended runs 
with “Godless Girl’ (Pathe). 

Capitol—“Bellamy Trial” dialog 
(M-G) (4,620; 35-50-75-$1). Satis- 
factory gross following reserved 
seat session; $69,750. 
Central—“Weary River” dialog 
(FN) (922; $1-$2) (10th week). 
Now paced between $12,000-$13,000; 
“Captive Woman” (FN) here on 
April 2. : 

Colony—“Cohens and Kellys in A. 
Cc.” (U) (1,980; 50-75). Short of 
$12,000; nothing jolts this house 
from its dog trot; “Cohens” now 
current in all metropolitan R-K-O 
houses. 

Criterion—“The Letter” dialog 
(Par) (862; $1-$2) (3d week). Get- 
ting genteel clientele on smart rep 
and Jeanne Eagels; last week near 
$13,000. 

Embassy —“ Wolf Song” sound 
(Par) (596; $1-$2) (5th and final 
week). Tarried into sixth week; 
$7,500 gross includes two extra days; 
house being treated for perfection 
of acoustics by M-G-M sound en- 
@ineers; opens Thursday with 
“Trial of Mary Dugan” (M-G). 

Gaiety—“Hearts in Dixie” dialog 
(Fox) (808; $1-$2) (5th week). 
Blowing this Friday. Last week 
couldn't pick up; “Christina” (Fox) 
Saturday. 

Harris—“Singing Fool” dialog 
CWB) (1,101; $1-$2) (28th week). 
— $9,000; on final stretch after long 
Blay. 

Paramount—"“Canary Murder 
Case” dialog (Par) (3,666; 40-65-75- 
85-$1). Holdover gross $67,000, not 
bad; “Redskin” current. 

Rialto—“‘Lady of the Pavements” 
Sound (UA) (1,904; 35-50-85-$1) 

(3d week). Second week $35,500 
following $44,800; exits after this 


week; Clara Bow in “The Wild 
Party” opens Saturday slated for 
three weeks; house then gets 


Maurice Chevalier in “Innocents of 
Paris” (Par). 

Rivoli—“Iron Mask” sound (UA) 
2,200; 35-50-85-$1) (5th week). 
Pretty steady, $31,500 after third 
Week's $35,100; Mary Pickford in 
Coquette” opens April 5 with $3 
top, and not for charity. 

Roxy—‘“Speakeasy” dialog (Fox) 
(6,205; 50-75-$1-$1.50) (3d week). 
Retained for Holy Week; second 
ross, $107,000. 

Strand—“Queen of the Night 
Clubs” dialog (WB) (2,900; 35-50- 


Sa 





NO SLUMP IN BALTO.: 
CENTURY DOES $19,500 
Tanguay and New Wire $14,- 


000 at Keith’s—Valencia Up 
To $6,000—Stanley $18,500 





_ Baltimore, March 26. 

(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Weather: Warm 

Contrary to expectations, busi- 
ness was up last week, houses suc- 
cessfully bucking the pre-Easter 
opposition. Outstanding surprises 
were the Keith and the Valencia. 
The combo reported the best week 
of the season, with Eva Tanguay on 
the stage and the newly installed 
talkers taking the credit. The Loew 
upstairs follow-up house (Valen- 
cia) also reported the best week 
since the low scale went into effect 
last year. “Weary River” was the 
reason, 

Both the Century and Stanley 
turned in satisfactory grosses, par- 
ticularly the Stanley, where “Ca- 
nary Murder Case’ was the draw. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Century (Loew)—“Red Skin,” 
sound (Par) (3,200; 25-60). Did 
better than average Dix picture at 
this stand; natural color pleased; 
Stage show unusually good; up a 
grand for $19,500. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
—‘Canary Murder Case,” dialog 
(Par) (3,600; 25-60). Another good 
week; house, with a _ consistent 
string of better pictures, striking 
Satisfactory b. o. stride; not up to 
previous week’s outstanding gross, 
but very satisfactory; $18,500. 

Valencia (Loew-U. A.)—Weary 
River,” dialog (FN) (1,500; 25-50). 
Moved from the Stanley for a con- 
tinued run and got this b. o. biggest 
business since abandonment of de 
luxe policy; excellent at $6,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger’s)—“Cohens 
and Kellys in A. C.,” dialog (U) and 
vaude (3,200; 25-50). Combo has 
apparently taken a new lease on 
life; business way up; Eva Tan- 
guay on stage plus newly installed 
wire; over $14,000, biggest week of 
season hete. 

Parkway (Loew-U-A) — “Wild 
Orchids,” sound (M-G) (1,000; 15- 
35). Greta Garbo got the crowds; 
consistently good for $4,200. 


No Raves in K. C.; 
$18,000 for Midland 


Kansas City, March 26, 
(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

Prettiest publicity fight seen here 
in months developed last week be- 
tween the Newman with “Close 
Harmony” and Loew’s Midland with 
“Broadway Melody” set for March 
30. Newman got the jump by set- 
ting the Rogers picture in for this 
week and starting with a Friday 
midnight special performance and 
giving another the next night. 
Mainstreet swings into line with a 
similar offering March 30 in “Syn- 
copation.” 

Last week around the first runs 
was nothing to rave about. Main- 
street, with “Why Be Good?” con- 
tinued its steady play and opened 
as usual to capacity. “Desert 
Nights” did not fare so well and 
there were vacant chairs most of 
the time at the Midland. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Mainstreet — “Why Be Good?” 
sound (FN) (3,200; 25-35-50-60). 
Star and story what the customers 
wanted; $16,500. 

Loew’s Midland—‘“Desert Nights,” 
sound (M-G) (4,000; 25-35-50). Many 
here who like Gilbert, but many who 
shied at title; business very slim at 
times; $18,000. 

Newman — “Godless Girl,” 
(Pathe) (1,890; 25-40-50-60). 
$11,000, fair, 

Pantages—"‘Red Hot Speed,” dia- 
log (U) (2,200; 25-35-50). Reg 
Denny’s first talker; $11,200, okay. 

Royal—“Cohens and Kellys,” dia- 
log (U) (920; 25-40). Laughed long 
and loud; $4,800. 








sound 
Did 





65-75). Texas Guinan opus just 
fair here at $30,600; “Sonny Boy” 
(WB) current and “Children of the 
Ritz” (FN) due. 


Warners—“Divine Lady” sound 
(FN) (1,360; $1-$2) (ist week). 
Corinne Griffith in marine melo- 


drama bowed in Friday night; got 
pretty fair notices and started off 


okay. “Sonny Boy” couldn't make 
2 grade. 
Winter Garden—‘“Noah’s = Ark” 


dialog (WE) (1,494; $1-$2-$3) (3d 
week).. First full week short of $28,- 





000; has hung up new records for 
liberality in newspaper lineage. 








STANLEY AT $31,500 IN 
PITT—$40,000 FOR PENN 


“Cohens and Kellys” 


Film Drops Aldine 





Pittsburgh, March 26. 
(Drawing Population, 740,000) 

Despite Lent, biz held up last 
week. Mob had some real attrac- 
tions and went for them. } 

At the Stanley Ben Bernie’s Band 
and “Cohens and Kellys in A, C.” | 
picked up a bit and claimed around 
$31,500. Stage brought ’em in, but 
they roared at picture, and word- 
of-mouth kept them coming all 
week despite some adverse weather. 
Bernie went on air Tuesday and 
plugged Stanley to a fare-you-well, 
which may have helped. Tom Mix 
on stage this week and biz started 
off great despite Holy Week. 

“Iron Mask,” at the Penn, gave 
house another great week, gross | 
again touching close to $40,000. | 
Publix unit, “Carnival Cocktail,” 
also liked, and standees were in or- 
der most of week. Takings would 
have been higher, but bill ran long- 
er than usual, They stay for every- 
thing at this site. “Desert Nights” 
in now, substituted at last minute 
for “Lady of Pavements.” 

Grand had “Sonny Boy” (WB), 
and doubtful if reached $17,000. 
Davey Lee liked, but picture itself 
couldn't hold them. Second and 
last week for it, with “Divine Lady” 
coming in next Monday. 

Aldine slipped again with “Home- 
coming,” taking it on chin for the 
second week in succession to less 
than $10,000. Notices praised pic- 
ture, but the foreign stuff doesn’t go 
with natives, and they stayed away. 
House doing plenty of plugging for 
“Broadway Melody,” gpening run 
April 1 at pop prices. “Strong Boy” 
(lox) current feature. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (Stanley-WB) (3,800; 25- 
35-50-60). Ben Bernie’s band on 
stage mainly responsible for $31,- 
500; best gross house has had in 
months; “Cohens and Kellys in A. 
C., dialog, on screen, and mob 
seemed to think it great stuff; Tom 
Mix last of “Big Attraction Month 
Features,” then house goes stage 
band, with Milt Douglass as m. c. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,500; 25-35- 
50-60-75) — “Iron Mask,” sound 
(UA). Another great week, takings 
approximating $40,000; several min- 
utes cut from picture without hurt- 
ing, but show ran over two hours 
and 15 minutes, preventing usual 
turnover. 

Grand (Stanley-WB) (2,000; 50- 
75)—"“Sonny Boy,” dialog (WB). In 
first week short of $17,000; Davey 
Lee liked, but picture not strong 
enough to hold; kids predominated, 
with special cut price for them; in 
second and last week, then “Divine 
Lady” (FN). 

Aldine (Loew’s) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
—“Homecoming” (Ufa). Slipped 
house under 10 grand, below aver- 
age; liked by critics, but patronage 
couldn’t see the foreign angle; 
everything being played down, to 
“Broadway Melody” (M-G), in next 
week for run at regular scale, 


‘Lady’ Leads Wash. with 
$21,500—C.-K.’ $18,000 


Washington, March 26, 
(White Population, 450,000) 

Weather: Unseasonably Warm 

“Lady of the Pavements” jumped 
the Palace into the lead with a rush 
last week. Topped nearest com- 
petitor by a good two and a half 
grand. Next in comparative money 
getting value was “Weary River,” 
$10.000 on its third week. At 35 
and 50 it’s quite some final count. 

Real joy of the town, however, 
was manifested at the Earle where 
“Cohens and Kellys in A. C.” tied 
the can to the every-week $14,000 
and garnered close to $18,000. This 
in spite of everybody panning the 
picture. 

Which leaves the Columbia and 
Fox. First named did $12,000 on 
“Bellamy Trial’ and the talker goes 
into a second week. Monta Bell's 
local affiliations helped. Fox got a 
great start and then dwindled with 
“The Sin Sister.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew) “Bellamy Trial” 
dialog (M-G) (1,232; 35-50). First 
week with definite date not set on 
“Broadway Melody” (M-G) to fol- 
low; about $12,000 and holds over. 

Earle (Stanley Co.) “Cohens and 
Kellys in A. C.” dialog (U) (2,244; 
35-50). Surprised by almost reach- 
ing $18,000. 

Fox (Fox) “Sin Sister” sound 
(Fox) and stage show (3,434; 35- 
50-75). Started big but eased 
away; about $19,000. 

Met (Stanley Co.) “Weary River” 
dialog (FN) (1,518; 85-50). Re- 
markable third week at reported 
$10,000, 








Palace (Loew) “Lady of the Pave- | 


ments” sound (UA) and stage show 
(2,363; 35-50). Took healthy jump 
of about two grand to lead ‘town; 
$21,500; house now doing five de 
luxe shows daily, 


and | 
“Mask” Standouts—Ufa | 


| “Why 


“Why Be Good” $16,000— 





No L. A. Smashes or Flops Last Week: 
State-Par Behind Chinese’s $33,000 





' 


Be Good” 
$32,500—“‘Sonny Boy” 


C. & K’ TOPS PORTLAND | 
AT $17,000 FOR PAN 








“Tide” Does $13,900— 
“Spieler,” $11,000 





Portland, Ore., March 26. 
(Drawing Population, 310,000) 

“Cohens and Kellys In A, C.” sent 
Pantages out front last week with 
$17,000. United Artists continued to 
roll them in for the second week of 
“Iron Mask.” Small house has been 
giving seven shows a day and get- 
ting big returns. Business steady 
at the other film houses. 

Henry Duffy Players gave a na- 
tional premiere of Tom Barry’s new 
play, “Danger,” on the mystery 
thriller order, starting this week. 
Event attracted improved business, 
which has fallen off a bit in recent 
weeks. 

Oriental commenced its sound 
policy last week with “The Spieler” 
(Pathe). Rivoli, second run house, 
has also installed sound. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Portland (Publix) (3,500; 35-60)— 
“Tide of Empire” (M-G). Registered 
fairly; Publix stage show and Uni- 
versity of Oregon 60-piece sym- 
phony orchestra as special attrac- 
tion; $13,900. 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 35-60)— 
“Why Be Good” (FN). Business 
held up with good Fanchon and 
Marco show; $16,000. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) 
(1,200; 35-60). “Iron Mask” (UA). 
Second week held up great; $9,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 


50). “Stolen Kisses.” Also Par’s 
two-reeler, “The Carnival Man”; 
did $9,000. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,200; 25- 
50)—"‘Conquest,” dialog (WB). Fair 
returns at $5,500. 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35) 
—‘The Spieler,” dialog (Pathe). 
Talkers at this house for first time; 
also Pathe sound news; Frazier 
dramatic stock players as stage at- 
traction; did well for $11,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,000; 35-50)— 
“Cohens and Kellys in A, C.” (U). 
Proved popular with five acts of 
vaude; $17,000. 

Hippodrome (Heilig) (2,000; 10- 
30)—“‘Devil’s Island.” Screen fea- 
ture of convict settlement; four acts 
of vaude; $4,000. 

Dufwin (Henry Duffy) (1,400; 25- 
$1.25). Henry Duffy dramatic stock 
players in “Skidding’; business 
steady; $4,500. 


DES MOINES’ STYLE SHOWS 


Helps Capitol to $10,700—$8,000 for 
“Mask”—Strand Does $3,000 














Des Moines, Ia., March 26. 
(Drawing Population, 175,000) 
Weather: Good 

Week divided interest between 
style shows and air artists on local 
programs. WLS Show Boat head- 
liners for first half Orpheum. Clic- 
quot Club Eskimos for one night 
Cotillion ballroom. All radio ar- 
tists hailed here. 

Fine weather for style show tie- 
ups at Capitol and Orpheum, with 
response good for all concerned, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Des Moines (Blank-Publix) (1,700; 
25-50) —“Iron Mask,” sound (UA). 
Customers disappointed in not hear- 
ing dialog by Doug! week good with 
approximately $8,000. 

Strand (Blank-Publix) (1,065; 20- 


30)—"True Heaven,” sound (Fox). 
Good show first half with “Seven 
l‘ootprints to Satan” (FN); made 


good split at $3,000. 

Orpheum (RKO)—WLS Showboat 
and style show on stage first half; 
picture, “Cohens and Kellys in A. 
Cc.” sound (U); last half, Cadet 
Sextet and Chaney and “Ghost 
Talks,” dialog (Fox). Did all right. 

Capitol (Blank-Publix) (1,700; 35- 
60)—"‘Bellamy Trial,” dialog (M-G). 
Too much courtroom; “Beaux Arts 
Frolic” poor stage show; local pride 
in Alberta Haynes, Iowa personality 
contest winner; style show by local 
department store good draw for two 
days; week fair at around $10,700, 





Technicolor Conferences 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
William Travers Jerome, former 
New York district attorney, and A. 
W. Erickson, members of the ex- 
ecutive committee of Technicolor 
Motion Picture Corp., are here. 
Purpose is to talk over with Dr. 


$30,000—“Chinatown Nights” 


Starts at $27,000 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
(Drawing Population, 1,450,000) 
Weather: Fair 
With Lent coming to a close, 
trade at first-run houses spurted a 
bit. As a whole, however, Loew's 
State and the Paramount did noi 
show any abnormal returns. Chi- 
nese led the field again with 
“Broadway Melody,” in its eight 
week, clinging around $33,000. 
“Iron Mask” seems to be new life 
for the Carthay Circle, which has 
been one of those $10,000 or less 
average houses. On its second week 
this one came within a few grand 
of doubling that amount. No pro- 
log, just a Carli Elinor orchestra in 
the pit. 

Paramount had “Chinatown 
Nights,” Wallace Beery’s first talk- 
er. Picture okay, but trade not as 
responsive for this Beery as the) 
have been in the past. “Why Be 
Good” held up to an average draw 
of Colleen Moore's pictures at the 
State. As matter of fact it stepped 
up a bit. 

Davey Lee’s “Sonny Boy” had 
them all out to see the second en- 
deavor of the Jolson find at the 
Warner house. Though trade was 
not at top on the initial week, it 
was okay at $27,000. “Abie’s Irish 
Rose,” on its second week at the 
Criterion, was about $4,000 below 
the first week; all right. “Canary 
Murder Case” proved its box-office 
class by approaching $11,000 at the 
Egyptian. Boulevard had “The 
Ghost Talks,” which did better than 
regular house average. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Boulevard (Fox)—“Ghost Talks," 
dialog (Fox) (2,164; 25-50). Though 
one of the poorer talkers, did okay 
at $7,000. 

Carthay Circle (Fox)—“Iron 
Mask,” sound (UA) (1,500; 25- 
$1.50) (2d week). Has them com- 
ing; excellent at $19,000. 

Criterion (Fox)—‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose,” sound (Par) (1,600; 25-75) 
(2d week). Drop very small below 
first stanza; Creatore and band 


seem to mean something here; 
$12,500, 
Egyptian (Fox-UA) — “Canary 


Murder Case,” dialog (Par) (1,800: 
25-75). Just a b. o. natural; $10,800 
lots profit for house. 

Grauman’s Chinese (UA) — 
“Broadway Melody,” dialog (M-G) 
(2,028; 50-$1.50) (8th week). Still 
turning them away; $33,000, 

Loew’s State—“Why Be Good,” 
sound (FN) (2,242; 25-$1). Colleen 
Moore always surefire here;.almost 
$30,000. 

Paramount (Publix)—"“Chinatown 
Nights,” dialog (Par) (3,595; 25-75). 
Wallace Beery has sort of lost out 
here, but making comeback in this 
one; $32,500 okay. 

United Artists (UA)—‘“Hearts in 
Dixie,” dialog (Fox) (2,100; 25-$1) 
(2d week). More than holding its 
own on this stanza; just over 


$17,000. 

Warner Bros. (WB)—“Sonny 
Boy,” dialog (WB) 2,756; 25-75 
(lst week). Davey Lee vogue in 
home town; start hit around $27,- 
000, nice; “Desert Song” (WB) here 
April 8 for $5 opening. 


Majestic Only $1,500 
Behind State in Providence 


Providence, March 26, 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Weather: Fair and Warm 
Just one of those weeks. Ma- 
jestic was the only house in town 
that came through and for the 
first time in weeks had the edge 
on Loew's State. House had “Canary 
Murder Case,” brisk all week. 
Loew's had “Strange Cargo.” 
Victory managed to squeeze slight 
edge over average and “Why Be 
Good,” at the Strand, got only fair 
support. Fay’s, with “The Sin Sis- 








to pull through because of Nancy 
Cafroll, big fayorite here. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50) 
“Strange Cargo” dialog (Pathe). 
Fine supporting bill but attendance 
very poor; pre-Easter blamed; $15,- 
000 not so good. 


Fay’s (Fay) (1,600; 15-50) “Sin 
Sisters” sound (Fox) and vaude. 
Caught praise because of Nancy 
Carroll, well liked in this town; 
about $11,000, fair. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 


“Canary Murder Case” dialog (Par). 


| Near capacity all week; house used 
| plenty of ballyhoo; close to $13,500 


very brisk, 

Victory (R-K-O) (1,600; 
“Cohens and Kellys in A. C,” 
(U),. 


15-50) 
dialog 
House got pretty fair break; 


$8,000. 
Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-50) “Why 
Be Good” sound (FN). Colleen 








|IXalmus plans for the ensuing 
jyear. 


Moore getting passe in this town; 
even big exploitation failed to bring 
in biz; about $10,500, average. 
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ters,” wasn't so bad.and managed. ~ 
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|| 2 ‘ What Warner Bros. Promised 
:| tag Warner Bros. Have Delivered ¢ 


The deluge is here! Wherever “The Spectacle of 
The Ages” opens, a torrent of gold sweeps down upon 
the box office! A tidal wave of popularity rolling up 
miraculous grosses! Records swept away in the golden 
flood! Get ready to ride the flood tide of prosperity 
with “NOAH’S ARK!” 


NOW PLAYING 


NEW YORK WINTER GARDEN 


TWO-A-DAY AT $3 TOP 
oo *> 
NOW PLAYING 


‘ ATLANTIC CITY - Globe Theatre 


Two. ae 


Opening April Ist 


a | PHILADELPHIA - Aldine Theatre 


 &' © 


Day | Opening April 7th 
/ CHICAGO - - + Wood’s Theatre 

Go: <S}. <> 

pening April 15th 


¢ .00 | BOSTON - = = Majestic Theatre 
| o 8 ¢ 
[ 


Top 


Opening April 21st 
DETROIT - - - Shubert Theatre 


This Is Exploitation 


IT IS BEING DONE FOR YOU, MR. EXHIBITOR! 
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12 _ VARIETY 
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FILM REVIEWS 


- Talking Shorts 





KEANE AND WHITNEY 
“The Gossipy Sex” 
VITAPHONE NOS. 2849-50 
22 Mins.; Comedy Sketch 
Warners, New York 


|PATHE SOUND NEWS 
/ RELEASE NO. 
17 Mins.; 4 Clips 
| Colony, New York 


14 


Reels of this type wont earry 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Emmett! Pathe far in sound new -eel compe- 
Keane have been presenting this | t ition. Not a spot news shot or 
sketch in vaudeville for several sea- | anything of hot inte! i the four- 
sons. It's a clever dido, faintly |clip issue. Silent nmeowasree)] on the 
preachey, taking for its proposition | same program was iniinitely better 
the contention that men are incor- | short subject. 
rigible gossips and far more mali- Opener of the Mexi: Ambassa- 
cious than women in this respect. dor’s three young child.on in Wash- 


Keane is a well-bred 
always cherishing the scandalous 
morsels that come his way. In a 
hotel lobby he meets Alice and John, 
two old friends. They have married 
unknown to the male chatterbox, 
who proceeds to spill the beans 
about their pasts. Denouement has 
Miss Whitney denouncing Keane 
for a trouble maker. He, suddenly 
penitent, calls himself a cad, swears 
to speak nothing but nice things 
in the future. Telephone rings, 
Keane answers, conversation ensues, 
Keane forgetting his resolutions of 
a minute before, warms up to what 
is being said over the wire. Cur- 
tain on his statement: “Well, now 
that you mention it, I can tell you 
this. That girl takes dope.” 

All three participants, John Mil- 
jan is the third party in _ this 
short, are tried and experienced 
troupers reading their lines with 
requisite unction and knocking off 
many giggles. Audiences will ap- 
preciate “The Gossipy Sex.” Land. 


quidnune, 





SAM COSLOW (2) 
VITAPHONE NO. 2659 
10 Mins.; Songs 
Clinton, New York 

Talented song composer proves to 
be a very pleasing vocalist with a 
repertoire including two or three of 
his own numbers. This is one of 
those rare cases where original’ 
compositions sung by the author are 
of general appeal. 

Assisted by June Clyde, a charm- 
ing blonde with a cute voice, Cos- 
low’s record has plenty of class as 
well as melody. Miss Clyde joins 
briefly but enough to add that touch 
of vivacity and color which a series 
of straight vocal renditions needs to 
overcome the danger of monotony. 

Coslow deals in an easy, intimate 
style of delivery, convincing and 
harmonious. He starts off with 
“The Show Is Over” and follows 
with “I Can't Get Enough of You.” 
Miss Clyde then appears for a 
bright comedy number called “Don't 
Be Like That.” Coslow then goes 
back to his first selection for the 
finale. 

Accompanies himself on the piano 
and has some unseen musical aid. 
Over strongly even in this house, 
which doesn’t normally go for this 
sort of thing. Mori. 


“STRANDED” (2) 
VITAPHONE NO. 2179 
8 Mins.; Comedy Sketch 
Clinton, New York 

Richard Carle, featured comedian 
in this two-people skit, delivers a 
rather old-fashioned comic opera 
burlesque as the ¢glincher to an of- 
fering which starts off lamely. 

Story is about a stranded opera 
producer. Carle opens with gagging 
of the upper and lower birth vin- 
tage. Then sings and soon after 
gets fem support for a combination 
singing effort. 

The idea of two onlin doing a 
whole opera by means of sign boards 
is excellent but not bolstered with 
surefire giggle material in this in- 
stance, 

Carle is a clever entertainer with 
a routine which holds him down. 
Presentation okay mechanically and 
warrants a spot. Mori. 


RUDY VALLEE AND ORCH. (7) 
VITAPHONE NO. 771 

7 Mins.; Instrumental 

Warners, New York 


Rudy Vallee, developed in the east 


via radio and now a name and 
money maestro, makes only a so-so 
impression on Vitaphone. This 


tends again to emphasize the diffi- 
culties of successfully canning en- 
tertaining bands. At that Vallee’s 
bunch is as good as the average 
Vitaphone band recording and a lot 
hotter than many of them. 

Small instrumentation an asset 
for Vita rather than otherwise. 
Vocalizing and clowning interpola- 
tions okay and earned a couple of 


giggles. In toto, fair, and possibly a 
draw where they know but have 
never seen Vallee. Land, 





BRUCE BOWERS 
VITAPHONE NO. 2870 
6 Mins.; Imitations 
Lexington, New York 

First rate novelty, a clever single, 
Bowers opens with imitations of va- 
rious musical instruments, violin, 
banjo, eernet, ete. His next is an 
imitation of a little boy talking over 


the radio, also working in animal 
imitations. 

He closes with a smart, highly 
diverting skit on a Hebe woman 
with small daughter in a _ public 
bath about to take a dip. This last 
number finest in the routine and 
nicely gauged as a clincher. 

Plenty of Jaughs. Safe for spot 

almost anywhere on a bill. Used 
he to close. M ori. 


‘coaxing her 





ington (outdoors) could stand some 
cutting. Portion of the older girl 
tiny brother to face the 
camera is amusing until every effec- 
tive gesture and sound is repeated. 
The same-girl's solo talk in close- 
up, first in Mex and then translating 
it herself in English, best. 

Rookie U. S. Marines in target 
practice good on the sight side but 
violating the ear with its recording 
of rifle shots that sound like rain 
drops beating against a piece of 
cotton, 

Young colored girls of the 


Mather 
School 


in South Carolina, in spir- 
itual singing and folk dancing, is 
for the taking or leaving and wil) 
be mostly left. 

Inside stuff on how they build the 
big navy guns in a Washington 
foundry most interesting item in the 
reel, Air pressure blast machines in 
action and the pouring of liquid ore 
will get some attention. 

But on the whole a newsreel un- 
worthy of the Pathe name. Bige. 





McKAY and ARDINE 

“Back From Abroad” 

VITAPHONE No. 703 

8 Mins.; Comedy Theatre 

Warners, Hollywood 

George McKay and Ottie Ardine, 
standard vaude comedy act, make 
an agreeable period as a talking 
short. They are pleasant in work, 
and in that way became pleasant 
enough on the screen to fit in a 
sound program, 

Using some of their vaudeville 
material of the crossfire sort, and 
with Miss Ardine’s tangled English, 
there is a laugh about every other 
minute. For the finish, they do a 
song and off to Buffaio bit. 

McKay looks rather well in his 
picture make up, running strongly 
to the juvenile type with his wife 
making no pretense at appearance, 
her role not calling for it. Weil 
known on the vaude circuits of the 
country, there may be some curios- 
ity over their screen turn in those 
towns. where they have appeared 
in person on the variety stages. 
sime. 


BOB NELSON 
M-G-M MOVIETONE 
9 Mins.; 3 Songs 
Colony, New York 


Bob Nelson, a good vaude single, 
wrote “flop” across his own talking 
short by selcting an unbecoming 
routine of three songs. He's of the 
dynamic type of singers of hot and 
fast songs. In the middle of this 
record he sings a long lyrical ar- 
rangement of Irving Berlin's mel- 
odies, knitting them together with 
an eulogistic account of Berlin's life. 

If indebted to Berlin to that ex- 
tent, Nelson should have taken it 
out some other way than in his own 
talking short. This Berlin song, 
sung any way at all, is not for Nel- 
son or Nelson's voice. 

If nothing else, this short should 
have educated Nelson and the people 
who buy vaude talent for the screen 
and then forget to tell them to work 
as they do in vaude. Bige. 


“ORPHEUS” OVERTURE 
VICTOR TALKING MACHINE 
Symphony Overture 

State, Minneapolis 

First “canned” symphony over- 
ture in this town figured as part of 
the program at the State last week. 

“Canned” prelude represents 4 
new Victor service for film theatres. 
This one was “Orpheus,” with col- 
ored slides illustrating the music 
and telling the legendary story of 
Eurydice’s seduction. Won a fair 
applause response, 

No real need for the State to use 
these overtures, house having its 
own 15-piece orchestra, but included 
for the novelty and to test the pos- 
sibilities. House orchestra has been 
working exclusively on the stage in 
recent months. Not known whether 
they'll be continued or not. 


FRANK WHITMAN 
“That Surprising Fiddter” 
VITAPHONE No. 703 
5 Mins.; Trick Violin 
Warners, Hollywood 

Frank Whitman in his small time 
trick violin playing with talk in- 





terspersed, Neither the playing, 
tricks or talk mean = anything. 
Doesn't measure up in any novel 
way and at most a filler for the! 
sticks when anything will go. 
During the various trick ways 
Whitman has of playing, as back- 
ward or around the legs, ete. he 
uses objects as a bow. One is a 
match, termed by Whitman as “the 
smallest bow in the world.” Anda 
| face ious young woman truthfully 
re} rked, “Tf he eanld get musik 
of the match, that onld he 
novel.” Sime. 


| 








FOX ROVE Tone NEWS 

Vol. 2, No. 2 

27 Mins.; Rect A, B.C 

| Projection Room, New York ! 
Fast stepping and newsy release | 

through a fairly even split in cata- 

logue and spot stuff. Latest chip of 

the group probably is the smartly 

photographed Coffroth Handicap at 





Tia Juana (Reel A). Reel C’s six 
items are all from the shelf, but| 
interesting enough to pass. } 
A 
Uncle Sam's soldiers on Mexican | 
Border patro) lead off with some 
fast cavalry and artillery maneu-| 
vers. Horse business, with its haz- | 
ardous riding and whoops of the 
men, good. Lehman, camera; Mc- 
Grath, sound. 
Fesneau and Wentworth's first 


royal entry is the King of Sweden 
playing tennis. His nibs is as bad 
a racqueteer as he is a looker. They 
were lobbing ‘em over to him for 
the posing and he refused to jump 
at high ones or fall for wide teasers. 
He wanted them strictly across the 
plate, waist high and away from 
the corners. Agile, though, for a 
70-year-old monarch. 

Some new views of Bombay, cur- 
rent stop-off of Movietone’s world 
cruise crew; Brutt, camera; C. 
Ellis, sound. Prayer bit proclaimed 
by title as the first picture, silent 
or sound, taken of a Mohammedan 
amen meeting inside the Juma 
Masjid Mosque. All bowing as low 


as a master of ceremonies. Then 
Parsee priests performing the 
Navjot ceremony, similar to the 


Christian confirmation of girls, and 
finally two “devil dancers,’ man and 
boy, in action. 


Helen ‘Terwilliger, 13-year-old 
Walden, N. Y., girl, who hit Page 1 
daily for a week detecting an error 
in Mr. Justice Taft's swearing in 
routine, actually apologizes for cor- 
recting such a personage as Taft, 
via Polito’s photog and Walz’s 
sound. Helen, who heard Taft say 
“maintain” instead of “defend” 
when issuing the oath to Hoover, 
states her father is such a staunch 
Republican that he would rather 
“lose his right arm” than have his 
own daughter rebuke a man like 
Taft. That’s going to be a howl 
in many spots and a belly laugh 
in most of them, although rendered 
in all seriousness by this little girl 
with the big ears. 


Tia Juana racing classic closes A. 
Thundering of hoofs in the turf- 


levél shots most impresrive. See- 
bach, camera; Darling. sound, 
B 
“Outdoors Calls as Spring Re- 


turns,” the getaway clip, is a series 
of athletic and outdoor shots, knit- 
ted together for results with no 
photographic team credited. Scull- 
ing, kids playing ball, foot races, 
ete., all probably resurrected from 
last year’s crop. 

Mrs. Coolidge, with Cal saying 
nary a word but prominent in the 
background through sheer silence 
and expressionless pan, makes a 
turnover of $2,000,000 fund raised 
for the Mass. school where she once 
taught. Brief presentation talk by 
the ex-first lady, with a kid on 
either side to support the gestures. 
Li. Ellis, camera, and A. Jones, 
sound, deserve to be invited up to 





the Coolidges’ for supper or a drink. 

Fesneau and Wentworth’s second 
potentate is King of Denmark, 
snapped while piloting a sailboat 
in the Cannes regatta, which he 
didn’t win. Not a very sociable guy, 
looking at the camera only once and 
then kinda dirty like. The Swede 
ruler tops him as a host. 

Fancy Chinese funeral of the usual 
news type, but enhanced herein with 
sound. Good clip for the book. 
Mayell, camera; Heise, sound. 

Lisi Goldarbeiter, Austria’s en- 
trant in the “Miss Europe” contest, 
which stamps her the best public 
looker in all Austria. Lisi has a 


pretty pan and Viennese dialect 
Pebal, camera; Lopez, sound. 


Views of the world’s wrestling 
championship match between Gus 
Sonnenberg, champ, and Joe Mal- 
cewicz, in Boston, an excellent 
sports shot. Pretty exciting when 
Sonnenberg knocks his man cold 
with a flying tackle. L. Ellis, cam- 
era; A. Jones, sound. 


Cc 

St. Thomas’ (New York) church 
choir singing in an ultra-religious 
but beautifully recorded  subiect. 
Seemingly the aces of Movietone’s 
New York staff were on this assign- 
ment, with three cameramen and 
three sound experts credited. 

Some scenes of Monte Carlo, 
world’s smallest nation, including 
changing of the palace guard. Also 
Wentworth and Fesneau. 

“The Admiral,” U. 8S. Navy's 
largest seaplane, in take-off, land- 
ing and flight. Motor vibrations 
clearly sounded. Waldron, camera; 
Hance, sound. 

Shoe display, with the shoes for 
the women and some gams for the 
men. 
sound. 

Jim Jeffries, the one-time heavy- | 
weight champ, acclaims Bob Fitz- |} 
Simmons the greatest of ‘em all. 
That's a point for the Dempsey | « 
boys to argue about. Jeffries is} 
described as now being a “wealthy | 
Burbank rancher,” without mention | 








Painter, camera; A. ila 





of his frequent vaude trips. If for 


| posterity, oke. Lehman, camera 
| McGrath, sound. 

} And then one of those s 

lof a baby: getting a bath for the 





piadnteanasec March 27, 1928 





THE DIVINE LADY 


(SOUND) 

First National production Starring Cor- 
nne Griffith. Directed by Frank Lloyd. 
Adapted by Forrest Halsey and Agnes 
Christine Johnston from E. Barrington's 
novel. John B. Sietz, cameraman. Horace 
Jackson, art director. Titles by Harr) 
Carr and Edwin Justus Mayer. Film edi- 
tor, Hugh Bennett. Costume supervision 
by Max Ree. Presented by Richard A. 
Kowland with Walter Moroseo billed as 
associate producer. Synchronized by Vita- 
phone. At Warner's, New York, opening 
March 22 for $2 run. Running time, 105 
minutes 
Lady Hainiltom....ccccece- Corinne Griffith 

Pe WON Weer rreri ey er Vietor Varconi 
Lor! Hi MOR cose deececetes H. B. Warner 

AMTIOS Greville. .ccsseces cece ct lan Keith 
Sey COGogRm. w0 sos ctcudsses Marie Dresser 
Queen o vaples..... .-Doruothy Cummings 
seorge Rommney......6.++- William Conklin 
~ ae eee Montagu Love 
Duchess of Argyle....Julia Swayne Gordon 
King Ferdinand..........Michael Vavitch 


Everything but a persuasive story. 


Sumptuous production, good direc- 
tion, splendid acting, beautiful sets, 


costumes and photography, but still 
just moderate entertainment. Only 
in production investment and in 
outward trappings is “The Divine 
Lady” $2. Limited engagements in 
a limited number of the bigger 
towns at that figure. 
Story- is spasmodic, 
anemic. It never 
interesting phase, the snubbing by 
the royal court of Lady Hamilton, 
gir) friend without benefit of clergy 
to Lord Nelson, England’s great 
nayal hero of the Napoleonic wars. 
Both the historieal facts of this 
cele.rated amour and the circum- 
Stanees of the present fiction ver- 
sion are in conflict with censorship. 
Lady Hamilton and Lord Nelson 
each have legal spouses and no 
amount of skillful gliding over the 
thin ice of what must never be 


episodic and 
develops its most 


treated frankly can quite make “The 


Divine Lady” 
ing. 

Literary staff must have acquired 
furrows trying to strike a balance 
between history on one hand and 
squeamish morality on the other. 
Also a factor may have been a wish 
or command to avoid anything pos- 
sibly offensive to British hero-wor- 
ship of their great admiral. All in 
all Halsey, Johnston, et al., were 
compelled to take their pens in hand 
without removing their mittens, 

Frank Lloyd, who has had a 
wealth of experience on ship stuff, 
“The Sea Hawk” being to his credit, 
was an ideal choice for handling a 
story largely told upon frigates. 
Unfortunately the battle of the Nile 
in this picture looks exactly like 
the battle of Trafalgar with the sus- 
picion of one battle and two sub- 
titles. That detracts from the spec- 
tacle element that might otherwise 
have been a big sock. 

Technically the battle scenes are 
great in effect with little likelihood 
of laymen figuring they were faked 
in miniature. Looks like plenty of 
research on the British naval or- 

ganization of 1806. 

H. B. Warner; Victor Varconi and 
Ian Keith, featured in the order 
named, are the men in Lady Hamil- 
ton’s life. Warner marries her but 
gets the worst break. Varconi is 
the gallant admiral who does a hide- 
away in a cottage with his light 
o'love after the scandal in London. 
Ian Keith “discovered” Lady Ham- 
ilton as the daughter of a cook in 
a small English village. Emma loves 
him devotedly and is heart broken 
when he deserts her in Naples, 
Italy. Stress on this opening inci- 
dent is evidently to show Emma in 
a sympathetic guise despite her 
naive ideas on sex. 

Miss Griffith occasionally comes 
through with a flash of brilliance, 
even suggesting a sense of humor. 
In general she is simply the in- 
sistently beautiful willowy creature 
born to drive men cuckoo. 

“The Divine Lady” on its swank, 
east and pictorial values will be 
good program fare, It has a theme 
song with Miss Griffiths the screen 
singer. Even a layman can sense 
that the singing in an otherwise 
inaudible picture was dragged in 
bodily for the plug. Otherwise, it 


gripping or convinc- 


will receive respectful considera- 
tion. Land. 
(DIALOG) 

M-G-M release of Franklin Warner (inde- 
pendent) ‘all-talker, made at Bristolphone 
factory, Waterbury, Conn. Directed by Joe 
Rock. Story and dialog by Myron Fagan. 
Minna Gompbell featured. At the Capitol, 
N. Y¥., opening March 23. Running time 
83 mins. 
ee WS is ns SULT Eee Hirshe) Mayall 
John Wray....... oseenseces Minna Gombell 
Bruce Power...cccoscce: Alan Birmingham 
Frank Forrest........ eccccocec NOM JGQD 
Judge Ben Forrest....... G. Davison Clark 
Senator Dick Wray.......... John Anthony 
Wey - WEE ecccctcccseces Helene Shipman 
CROROOD, 5.056266 26 ccd gcnccdereeeee Jack Leslie 
Senator Charles Davis. .Walter Walker 
Rev. Dr. Elliott. a ‘on way Wingfield 
District Attorney ‘Crane. .Alfred Swenson 
Pg * PPT TTT TT Tere "Walter F. Scott 
TS RT Te ee Eleanor Martin 





This is the picture made at the 
Bristolphone, factory in Waterbury, 
Conn., by Franklin Warner (no re- 
lation to Warner Bros.). Originally 
the entire stage cast of Myron Fa- 





a. 
intended for en- 


clincher. It was 

joyment by everyone but the baby. 

He wasn't crazy about the bath idea} 

from the start and didn’t goo-goo 

until getting the bottle at the finish. 
:; Nicely handled by a woman, per- 
|haps his mether he knows how | 

to talk for the talline screen Lil- 

s, camera; Hicks, sound. Bige. 





——_—_—— 
——__= 


gan's melodrama, a Broadway flop, 

was taken to Waterbury, along with 
the flat scenery of the actual stage 
production, the legit stage hands 
and the whole kaboddle. It had to 
be done twice, by report, with some 
regular studio technicians and Joe 
Rock, the film director, called in for 
the second take. Acceptance of the 
picture by M-G-M came as a sur- 
prise to the trade, and stresses the 
declarations of several big league 
officials that their companies will] 
take any independent talker. 


Possibly angles and percentages 


on this film which won't come out 
Entire production is pseudo-moral- 
istic, the sort of stuff William 
| Hodge has been doing on the road 
, for years. Redemption of a human 
soul by revelation to it of impend- 


ing judgment. 

While some of the 
standing in legit, none are known 
generally to the public of Times 
Square, and certainly not to the 
public of the _ provinces. Minna 
Gombell, featured, will mean about 
as much in South Chicago as Sadie 
Zilch. It is also safe to predict, 
without disparagement to the his- 
trionic talents of the cagst, that, 
with the possible exceptiall or Hir- 
shel Mayall, none of them will be 
seen again on a major screen. They 
are, one and all, conspicuously lack- 
ing in screen personalities, sex ap- 
peal or sartorial swank. 

Novelty in the sequence 
the multi-millionaire has a 
with his soul. Called to produce a 
witness to testify in his behalf, a 
series of personages figuring in his 


payers have 


where 
scene 


life all appear and denounce him. 
The clergyman whose charities he 
supported, the senator whose career 
he made possible, both supposed 
friends, testify that he was cold, 
hard, cruel and miserly, and they 
had no real respect for “him. These 


testimonials are done against a 
background of clouds, with only the 
heads of the figures appesring anda 
sneaking. 

It is not always clear what the 
plot is about, notably in the early 
passages. Long arm of coincidence, 
the hand of Jehovah, the healing 
power of love—these are the motifs 
against a web of financial trickery, 
crooked stock brokers, two-shots- 
fired-at-same-time murder, family 
feuds, senate investigations, oil 
scandals, innocent senntor wrong- 
fully accused, ete. 

Pretty bad but 
sticks. 


micht arr in 


Land. 


SPITE MARRIAGE 


- (SOUND) 

NMG-M presentation starring 
Keaton in his own production 
by Edward Sedgwick, from an 
story b Lew Lipton, adaptation bv 
Pagan® titles by Robert Hopkins. 
Capitol. New York, week of 
Running time, 74 minutes, 
DY sbdine oe soon 0 4e0N ken ss Ruster Keaton 
TIMee DPOW...cccs «++.-Dorothy Sebastian 
Lionel Benmore......s..+-:- Edward Barle 
Ethyl Norcrosse..............Leila Hyams 
‘Nussbaum ,.... .William Bechtel 
Searzi John Byron 


Buster 
Directed 
original 
Ernest 
At the 
Mareh 25. 


eee eeenee 





Bright, nonsensical farce 
replete with belly laffs, especially 
in the backstage hokum. and pack- 
ing punch later on, When it ap- 
pears that everything is sacrificed 
for the sake of the comedy, and a 
pardonable sacrifice it would be too, 
considering the laugh returns, the 
direction manages to pick the story 
thread right up again and continue 
it to a plausible if not particularly 
probable conclusion. 

M-G-M slipped “Spite Marriage” 
into the Capitol on Monday after 
their scheduled entry, “The’ Great 
Power,” played six performances to 
disastrous results. “Spite” proved a 
life-saver for the house and should 
more than offset the weekend's neg- 
ative impressions. 

Lipton has fashioned a 
original for screen farce purposes 
with which Sedgwick, the director, 
did tricks, and which a highly in- 
telligent synchronizer further em- 
bellished with just the proper mu- 
sical settings. Here’s a corking 
sample of how much a good score 


stuff, 


corking 





ean do for a flicker, not alone to 
sustain it and fit it with a suitably 
tempoed background, but actually 


to bolster it for wow returns 
Whoever did the job, presumably 
the Axt-Mendoza standbys for M- 
|G-M, rates a bow. Their exagsgerat- 
ed wah-wah muted brasses for the 
clowning, the bread melancholic 
themes for the sentimental] slosh, 
plus appropriately intermittent 
laugh and other mechanical effects, 
lent an arresting realism to it all. 
Title is the crux of a tiff between 
Dorothy Sebastian, cast an operetta 
prima donna, and her lady-killing 


leading man, Lionel Benmore (Ed- 
ward Earle), who falls for a s0o- 
ciety blonde (Leila Hyams). Keaton 


is the muchly smitten pants presser 
who makes a flash in impeccable 
formal attire which he “borrows 
from his cleaning and pressing es- 


tablishment for his nightly jaunts. 
He has seen the same show 35 


times and his aisle centre location 
has identified him backstage 


In answer to a yearn to play & 
bit in the musical beeause of its 
oseculatory opportunities heaton 
has it thrust on him when a Pin- 
kerton shows up for the real play- 
er. Keaton’s grotesque crepe make- 
up as a Union soldier, his mishan- 
idling of his bayonet, the vpsetting 
and destruction of the stage ss nd 





props, and the usual backstage 
hoke, had the Capitol’s audience in 
about the same degree of hysterics 
as the prep screen andie} eacted 
[to Ke nties, Tine nizae 
| (Continued on page 24) 
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TALKING OF 
B. O. RECORDS! 


= Youdon’tknow 
7 the half of “It” 
untilyou HEAR 
as well as SEE 


CLARA 


[Bow 
) THEW ELD 
PARTY 


Her First Paramount All-Talking Picture. 
By the author of “Flaming Youth”. 
Directed by Dorothy Arzner. Adaptation 

and Dialogue by E. Lloyd Sheldon. 











You Must CHoose ? 


Right now you must choose! Between 
Also available silent. ordinary talking pictures — and super 
talking attractions like Clara Bow in 
“THE WILD PARTY” (PARAMOUNT). 
Between uncertainty as to your future 
in sound—and guaranteed talking hits 
week after week, like Jeanne Eagels in 
“THE LETTER”, Maurice Chevalier in 
‘INNOCENTS OF PARIS”, Richard Dix 
in “NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH”, 
“CLOSE HARMONY” and 15 more from 
PARAMOUNT before Aug. 1. Choose— 
between the back seat—and the golden 
profits that reward exhibitors who book 


UNT 


IN SOUND? 





re A Mi 


ONE LEADER 
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LEFT: The opening gun 
in one of the biggest news- 
paper campaigns ever put 
behind a great picture. 












IT’S ON BROADWAY ©); 


wh 
AT $2— : 





/ fia 


You Can Book It NOW! an (\ 


All New York awaits the second great All- 
Talking Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture! Com- 
ing right after “The Broadway Melody,” “The 
Trial of Mary Dugan” establishes firmly in the 
public mind the supremacy of M-G-M in the 
entire field of TALKING pictures. Watch for 


more Big Ones to Come! 
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SEATTLE DOES OKAY; PHILLY SLOWS DOWN |\‘WHY BE GOOD’ $2 $28, 500 |; ) DEFE AT OF 1 S 
$19, 000 FOR ‘ORCHIDS’ (Continued from page 8) Only a Woman ; 
as the Fox and Stanton, was re- AT WARFIELD, FRISCO. if 
opened as the Film Guild Cinema, Elgin, ll., March 26 ‘ i" 
giving the same kind of arty bills! wn = : , ‘ 
‘ . — ‘ | < ool ocal woman 
Seattle Up - $17, 450— Sun- now being offered successfully at ‘6 ” | No foolin i Re: J -“ } 
Has Near $6,200 | the Little Theatre, Lady” $23,900, Granada—/ | asked the manager of th 
i tialt< *n he is going to 
set Pass’ Has Near $6, Estimates for Last Week “God! Girl’ $10,300 at ee eee ity ee, Wee 
Orph $11 800 Mastbaum (4,800: 40-50-75-85 oaiess Gir y a show “Eyes of the World 
— , ’ “vVU-190-580)— , : . 4 
, “Redeeming Sin.” di WR H | After racking his dome the ‘ 
Redeeming Sin,” dialog (WB). A| $t. Francis and Held Over || oe ee ceca such || Federal Judge Sees No 4 
little off with $48,000: figure consid- manag said he ie : | i} 
Séattle, March 26. ered good for time and bill: house | —_ | a picture had been made many E.vidence of Coercion 
: . 500,000 doesn't advertise names of individ- san Francisco, March 26 years ago but probably; was 
(Grawing Pepwetion, . ) ual performers at all (Dra - p werd 762, 4 out of print by now 
Weather: Rain and Fair Stanley (4,000: 35-50-75) — “Co- wing .Popu ’ 000) “Well,” aelaioned the eutinnans oni somes oh cee 
Ace houses in northwest in the| hens and Kellys in A. C.,” dialog Weather: Clear || woman, “why do you always Government's anti-trust charges : 
Fox fold now use the name Fox/(U). Starting Saturday night, ac- Next to the last week in Lent ahtenting, om the "eoreeh sinha Maaaniinh: adult otk ae 
before the theatre name. At the] cording to theatre's new policy, pic- | proved fairly satisfactory War igi “abtew! well Ghats: Pare< 3 a ay a rt ~~ . “ ain gall ; 
Satttle theatre it is now “Publix| ture somewhat of a bust at about | field crowds bid Benny Rubin far: . p cae News? a eee ‘a <aaagpes i 1 i 
Seattle.” Anyhow it looks as though] $23,000 on week; very low for house. | well Friday night and Horace Heidt MOUNT N¢ to a conclusion Monday night e- { 
both groups will publicize the names Boyd (2,400; 40-50-75)—“Weary and his Californians staged a bye-| « ——/ | fore Judge Thacher in Federal 
of the circuits. River,” dialog (FN) (2d week).| bye week beginning Saturday, Last District Court of New York who 
Business better last week at the] Barthelmess picture a smash; run week's biz held steady. “WHOOPEE _MGHTS” OVER. ordered briefs to be submitted to 
Seattle while the Fifth dropped off} will prebably be lengthened to a “Weary River” ended its secon i him by April 22. 
from its “Weary River” week.| Month; $24,000 reported, great. week Wednesday night at the Cali-| | The Court in its summary indi- 
Music Box is finishing four good Fox (3,000; 90)—“Hearts' in ae It a — Ss aoe’ wag B & K. Putting Afterpiece Idea Into| cated the view, after the lengthy 
, * ri sed . a¢ ” « | ” : . at on e > > « y ‘ ie | : 
weeks with Iron Mask and Ham-| Dixie, dialog (Fox). Picture a ee Dic = w _ es M. Basey Dectiies ond Treat testimony by Par., Fox, Metro, et 
mick's bank did fair. praised and business good if not |“ ce . Rede Bm min.” at th i 1) had been concluded, that the 
. wneati al- "2 ai stree a t e " t staiediiteiinetiaa Al. ‘ ‘ _— , ‘ 
Estimates for Last Week ¥: a po or aes oe > ‘ Embassy, proved a two- weeker.| : EA 72 position of the defendants was 
Seattle (Pub) (3,106; 25-60) “Man- - ap-soeues (1,800; , 31) —“Speak- “One Stolen Night” opened last! Chicago, March 26. stronger than that of the Govern- 
hattan Cocktail sound (Par). Nice pan eathek: “onene te he Thursday. | “Whoopee Nights” have proved] ment. 
Purifeh gy Risse ne “tee ox_| for about a month bd) sali cies Estimates for Last Week | such a stimulant to week night) The Government objects to the M. 
' 4 “,v > «v- . . ° 


Warfield (Loew-Fox) (2,672; 50- | trade es erfermanaes . 4 a a Bes e 
60) “Wild Orchids” (M-G). Not for Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75) —“Queen | e= trade for last performances at/ Pp. Pp, D. A. members compelling the 


if 65-90), “Why Be Good,” sound| ; at R a aie taille ‘ ae = ng : 
children but biz fair for Garbo’s| of the Night Clubs,” dialog (WB) | (FN).’ Proved weak, but good stage| ‘"® Uptown that B. & K. will also/atre owners to arbitrate their 






































loves; $19,000. (Ist week). Texas Guinan film presentation helped; $28,500. use them atthe Paradise and Tivoli, | claims. This, the Government thinks, 
Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)| Started strongly and held over; Granada (Publix) (2,698; 25-50-| Starting next Monday (April 1). smacks of monopoly and coercion 
“Sunset Pass” (Par). Holt and his anaes, Sear, ; oe oan 60-$1), “Lady of the Pavements,” | Idea is to use one or two extra| in violation of the Sherman act. 
open range gang fast entertain- Ine = (1,500; 50-75) —“Seven | sound (UA). Liked it and Lupe; | acts in the regular stageband unit Edward P. Grosvenor, chief of 
ment: okay at $6,200. Footprints to Satan,” sound (Par). $23,900 Pie ms , > ec | “essed th: f tl 
r : ey. 7 ‘ “a A flo ff after single ee “aah 60,0. A : : ae | shows for the last performance on defense counsel, stressed that o 1é 
Columbia (U) (1,000; 25-35) “Last p and off after single week; Publix) 2,200; 35-50- sath Pits 
Amb , ai ‘ am . ae 4d California (Publix 200; 30-5 eek-nigt dditionally, the entire | 3,000,000 exhibitor contracts involv- 
r “ie » Th ¢ “ maybe $8,500 house dark his pita : o al Ww nights. Additionally, the entire 
Warning” dialog (U) and Midnight y , t 65-90), “Weary River,” dialog (FN). ’ , a Smee a 
Taxi” dialog (WB). New policy| Week, then “Noah's Ark” (WB). Did good biz second and final week: | 8t4se Show is worked in a more im- | ¢d not one witness was produced to 
change twice weekly; M. G. Win-| ,Karlton (1,000; 35-50) —“Red- | succeeded Thursday by “Iron Mask’| Promptu manner, with extra gag-| prove coercion. The Court at this 
stock, manager, says second run amy pene ie a ge down | (trp): $19,400 ; F ging, skits, ete. point contributed the opinion that, K 
1 ny eine payin 1ere from Stanley; house has re- . a . - if any > , firmativ 4 
Gomes Remy Prowmg euay; ler she duced scale from 75 cents tee; not St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35-50- Late night business has always if anything, there _— ares : 
week, $3,800. so hot; $3,500 reported 65), “Godless Girl,” sound (Pathe). been weak in picture houses here evidence that the exhibitors them i 
Biue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 50-|° Prepon ee Best trade for many weeks; held , hate ‘| selves had insisted on arbitration, 1 
75) “Lady of the Pavements” sound é ” over; $10,300. ae is hoped to catch some of the The jovernment thought this 
(UA). Nice show to nice biz; $9,- C-K $7,700, TACOMA Embassy (Wagnon) (1,367; 50-65- night owl trade that has shied from came wnéer the/‘heading of ved 
000. , 90), “Redeeming Sin,” dialog (WRB). cafes because of padlocks and more straint of trade to force exhibs to 
Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 50- Second and final week about $10,000.| stringent enforcement. ps rw tn “ . 
15) “Iron Mask” sound (UA). Hop-| Silent “Weary” $3500 Okay—Blue arbitrate and to sign standard forms 
ped along in fourth week to good Mouse $4,150—“Godless of contracts. 
gate; $6,000. ° ent Hi N ‘6 99 SEE St 
Winter Garden (U chain) (650; Girl” $5,000 tate, Syracuse, Hits New | “Show Boat’s” $10,000 
25) “Sins of the Fathers” (Par). r Tacoma, March 26. * Palm Beach. March 26 SOUND DISPLAY 
Biz much better for Jannings; $2,- (Drawing Population, 125,000) H h t y de— 26 000 oasis we lg Los Angeles, March 26. 
800. Weather: Rain and Fair igh On Vall ’ “Show Boat” (U) got around $10,-| 4 .agemy of Motion Picture Arts 
Pantages (1,500; 25-60) “Cohens| Tacoma went its even course the |000 at the Paramount here in four and Sciences’ will inaugurate the 
and Kellys in A. C.” sound (U).} past week with no ground for com- Gy March 26. |%@ys last week, finishing out the ‘ema aalinte 
Laugh ker a : ‘ ans ; : : Syracuse, N. Y., March 26. dei : 3 ‘ opening of its.sound theatre at the 
augh maker and good draw; $8,-|plaint. Manager Dow now here for (Drawing Population, 220,000) last half at the Arcade, West Palm Roosevelt hotel March 29 at a meete 
500. West Coast relieving Dick Spier, j : 1 seach. to capacity se M: “8 mé 
97 “ : Weather: Fair and Cold , P vi ing sponsored by the Technicians 
Orpheum (2,700; 25-$1) “Noisy| who has gone to Frisco. At the C Lait sa.| (NS Ssponso } 
a At the Capitol, Miami, the pi 
Neighbors” (Pathe). Picture sec- : Harry Blackstone, magician, an branch. 
d es ‘ . . need 3 Estimates for Last Week “Desert Nights” turned the record- ture averaged 2,500 daily last week : P t , ended b vVae 
ordary; vaude the draw; fair for jn age , / ; ‘ , Affair will be attende y 
$11,800. Pantages (1,500; 25-50) “Cohens| breaking trick at Loew’s State last|and is being held over at pop prices -j i, engineers and new de- 
ed and Kellys in A. C.” (U). Did aj] week. House did approximately |to try for a four weeks’ run. habe spenleansiopin, | icy print at aa 
big $7,700. $26,000, $1,000 above the high set velopments; in eguipment will be 
SEVEN MONTHS’ WAIT Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 50-| the first week of the vaudfilm policy. introduced / by Electrical Research 
75) “Stolen Kisses” (WB). Got $4,-| Magician, billed and exploited over te Products. 
Los Angeles, March 26. 150. the picture, was responsible, clearly Robertson at Columbia Rd tae 
Western Electric sound equip- Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50)| proven by the response to two spe- Los Angeles, March 26. 
ment, contracted for. seyen'\ months} “Gollless Girl” (Pathe). Just fair] cial performances, both on Thurs - Cliff Robertson, former casting PRICE’S AFRICAN FILM 
> nd gore getens re Sten ge Senn oa im sa ad oa tse wee we the day standing at ji-ector for M-G and whe’ has been Oscar Price is distributing through 
© neir California houses, is*being | | Volonia ox 500; <0-90) ,<VU, “ecord. 


ora a aie a3 “a whe ” inlfc with the Edward Small Agéncy the| Parthenon’ Corp. a special titled 
{nstalled. hey i Weary River” (FN). Silent, but Shopworn Angel” clicked to the e é os *: Nee Daeg 

Femaen Kar ane Ne ee, biz good; Barthelmess has big fol-| extent of $10,000 at the Eckel, an| 4st two months, has been engaged| “The Wild Heart of Africa.” This 
Los Anacles ; mat 3 , lowing here; $3,5 500. advance of $3,000. Little change at | as associate casting director at Co-| has to do with the Dr. Thomas 5. 


ARS 1: EDR ee the two other deluxe film houses,| lumbia, - Arbutnot’s expedition. 
Bristolphone sound equipment is but Keith’s suffered a $3,000 cut to Robertson will 





























operate i -on- Plans are to give it a Broadwa 
being installed in company’s house lan. Keith’s Three $11,000. iicendl wr a tac - hae ¢ ; . od 
_ junction with Max Cohn. break-in, 
in Culver City. Houses at Santa Los Angeles, March 26, Estim ites for Last Week - 
Maria and Belvedere have already First National has signed Iar, . Loew’s _, state (2,908; — 25-50)— = eS _ — — —e 
been equipped with this type of| Keith for three pictures. aw gt Al ge ee! ng ene ~ oo 
wiring. First will be opposite Billie Dove. . = ng an — 


business up $11,000 for a new high 
——- ae ———____— ——______— of $26,000; credit to vaude rather 
~ | than film. 











| 4 
Fanchen «. i. Strand” cindy 1,600; 20-40)—|f JESSE CRAWFORD 
cno &- areo “Queen of the Night Clubs,” dialog | ORG A N CONCERT 


(WB). Another $7,000 week, fair 
Present 


0 i i “Mother” Machvee" “sound. (Fox). {| PARAMOUNT THEATRE 











About $7,000, as did its predecessor. . 
Eckel (Schine) (1,446; 35)—“Shop- NEW YORK 15: 

worn Angel,” sound (Par.). Got 

$10,000, okay. Week of March 23rd 
Keith’s (2,514; 20-50)—Vaudfilm 

Business off about $3,000, to $11,000 SCHUBERTIANA 


Comprised of the Following Excerpts 






































(a) MARCHE. MILITAIRE 
“GOLD DIGGERS” IN COLOR fb) SERENADE rR 
Res Anmelon. h 26. c) MOMENT MUSICALE 
Sasneeye “ak Geese ae ks (d) UNFINISHED SYMPHONY 
| | DEA be made in Technicolor. (e) SONG OF LOVE 
MADE IN CALIFORNIA Goes into production around April | J) Romberg’s adaptation of UNFINISHED SYMPHONY 
10. i 








THE SUN NEVER SETS ON THE FOSTER GIRLS 


Allan K. Foster’s 


World Tours 


England, France, Germany, Holland, Belgium, Italy, Austria, Russia, South 
Africa, Australia, New Zealand, India, Canada and the United States 


JOIN THE FOSTER GIRLS AND SEE THE WORLD—EVERY NEW FOSTER TROUPE HAS A NEW IDEA 


NOVELTY IS THE SYNONYM FOR FOSTER 
FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVE AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVE 


HARRY FOSTER © i hig CARGILL-SANDERS 


344 W. 72nd St. 
32 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 1560 BROADWAY, N. Y. 
LONDON, W. I. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
CAMPAIGN ON 
SOUND FILMS 


Great States Informing, 


Public of Difficulties 
And Differences 





March 26. 

An extensive educational cam- 
paign on sound pictures, including 
explanations as to why synchroni- 
zation is not yet all that might be 
desired in quality, has been started 
by the Great States Circuit, 

One of the initial moves is the 
instruction to all house managers 
to make sure that no sound picture 
is incorrectly labelled. Managers 
have been furnished with specially 
printed labels reading: “All Talk- 
er,” “Part-Talking,” “Synchronized 
Sound” and “With Sound.” If a 
distributor's bill post sheets identi- 
fy a part talker as a talker, the 


Chicago, 











BENNY 


EROFF 








Breaking All Records 
Marks Bros. Granada 


d 
Marbro  Tiideres: 
Chicago, Ill., Indefinitely 














Relatives 





Chicago, March 26. 
These relatives! A Chicago 
picture house owner had his 
sister-in-law in the boxoffice 
and one of his cousins at the 











door. 

After a heated argument he 
canned both of them. The 
next week his gross jumped 

$300. 
manager is instructed to identi- 


fy it correctly with his labels. 
Public is being familiarized with 
the differenee between the various 
types of synchronized pictures 
through advertising and publicity 
matter. 
Result of Squawks 


This educational campaign was 
decided upon after the circuit had 
received some of the squawks that 
are being heard all over the coun- 
try. Customers unfamiliar with 
the terms claimed they thought 
sound meant a talking picture, or 
that a part-talker would be an all- 
talker. 

Included in the campaign is a 
series of instructive feature arti- 
cles for newspapers prepared by 
Madeline Woods, head of the Great 
States publicity office, describing 
the difficult production of sound 
films and intended to counteract 
the general criticism wired pro- 
grams are receiving. 





NEAR DISASTER 
Castleton, N. Y., March 26. 

Three wide exits, two leading to 
fire escapes and the third to stairs 
opening on the street, prevented a 
holocaust here last week when film 
burst into flames in the operator's 
booth and spread rapidly to the 
auditorium in Odd Fellows Hall. 
Blaze occurred in the afternoon 
when half of the audience consist- 
ed of children. 

Booth operator, Frank Green, 
was knocked to the floor by the ex- 
plosion, and as he attempted to 
beat out the flames with his hands 
he became unconscious. 

Total loss near $10,000, with no 
one badly injured. 





Progress in Saugerties 
Saugerties, N. Y., March 26. 

By a majority of 67 votes this 
village settled an old issue to legal- 
ize Sunday movies at the annual 
spring election. 

The issue has been before the 
village on numerous other occa- 
sions. First Sabbath movie was 
shown Sunday. 








Featured Dancers 
JOHN MURRAY ANDERSON’S “LACES AND GRACES” UNIT 


THE TOMMY ATKINS SEXTET 


O’DAY 
Paramount, New York (Week of March 30) 


DIRECTION WM. MORRIS 


NELL 


'HIP AND CAMEO, N. Y., 


“Godless Girl” at Cameo Mar. 
30—“Syncopation” 
at Hipp April 6 


the R-K-O 
Cameo, New York, as a run sound 
tilm house is Marc... 30 with De- 
Mille’s “Godless Girl” (Pathe) the 
feature. “Girl's” run will be regu- 
lated by business, Early plans are 
for three to four weeks with other 
pictures to follow on that sched- 
ule. 


Policy will be a grind at 85 cents 
top, present pit orchestra to be 
dropped but the two organists re- 
tained. Recent results of its for- 
eign film (straight) policy on full 
week dates have been red grosses. 
“Godless Girl” was originally sched- 
nied for a $2 two-a-day run at the 
Gaiety, New York, about a year 
ago. Another tentative plan had 
it slated <.o open the straight film 
policy at the Hippodrome. DeMille 
was said to favor a spec showing 
in New York, although the picture 
is already on the general release 
lists out of town. 


Hippodrome’s 


Opening date of 


opening straight 
sound film bill, week of April 6, 
may be with “Syncopation,”’ 
Radio Pictures production starring 
Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians. 
Hip. will also operate under a pop 
priced grind policy. Final vaude 
bill booked into the Hipp by Keith's 
is for March 30. 

Stage presentation tn addition to 
the film will feature Vincent Lopez 
and band, with two or three spe- 
cialty acts, all on stage. Stage pol- 
icy may be discontinued for un- 
adu‘terated strai_ it picture idea fol- 
lowing “Syncopation’s” stay and 
after the Hip’s run film identity has 
been established. 

Russell Moon has been placed on 
the Keith exploitation staff to handle 
the Hip and Cameo. 





Censor Repeal Dead 


Albany, N. Y., March 26. 

Once again repeal of the motion 
picture censorship commission has 
been defeated in the New York 
legislature, 

The assembly refused to support 
a motion by Minority Leader Maur- 
ice Bloch to discharge ruics com- 
mittee from further consideration 
of the Steingut bill. The assembly 
took a party vote. 





CASHING ON CONFUSION 
Pittsburgh, March 26, 
Harris, downtown vaudfilm, cashed 





the way at the Grand (Stanley- 
WB). Grand has “Sonny Boy,” 
with Davey Lee splashed across the 
house as the child star of “Sing- 
ing Fool.” So the Harris pulled in 
“The Singing Fool” for the first 
three days and a lot of fans didn’t 
know difference, 

Much confusion locally over the 
two pictures anyway, many think- 
ing they were the same one account 
of the song. 











GOING SOUND FOR RUNS 


the} 


aE 


“SCHOOL’S SOUND 


Worcester Academy Getting First 


Smalt Vitaphone Equipment 


Worcester, Mass, March 26, 

Worcester Academy is soon to re- 
ceive as a gift from Harry Warner 
the first of the new model Vita- 
phones adaptable to small auditor- 
iums. Gift fulfills the promise made 
some time ago that as soon as the 
small projection equipments were 
perfected, the school was to be hon- 
ored with the first of them. 


Word of the gift was received 
from Louis Warner, son of Harry 
Warner, who graduated from the 
Academy last year. Warner Hall, 
formerly the old gymnasium, was 
transformed into a miniature the- 
atre while Louis Warner was a stu- 
dent, It seats abcut 275 persons, 


New Big Fox Theatre 
Reported for Albany 


Albany, N. Y., March 26. 

A skyscraper theatre and office 
building is planned for Albany on 
the site of the New York State 
Farms and Markets building at 
State and Lodge streets and ex- 
tending back one block including 
the Christian Brethers’ academy. 
Negotiations are being completed 
whereby C. F. Noyes & Co. of 
New York are to finance the struc- 
ture for the New York Power and 
Light Corporation. 

New building would not only 
house the offices of the New York 
Power and Light Corporation, but 
will provide a large theatre for 
William Fox, it is reported in Al- 
bany, the power company leasing 
the theatre to Fox. Deal involves 
$2,000,000 for purchase of sites 
alone. ’ 





STILL ON “FOLLIES” 


Dave Butler has been called in to 
direct dramatic sequences of Fox’s 
Movietone Follies, with Goettler, 
Conrad and Mitchell also aiding in 
the staging. 

Picture 
“Christina” 
York. 


follow 
New 


will probably 
at the Gaiety, 





SCHWARTZ’S WIRE 
A. H,. Schwartz has wired his 
Merrick, Jamaica, L. 1, and will 
test out the W. E. equipment this 
week, 


erson and his orchestra for stage 
presentations. Latter was to have 
gone to the new Queens Village 
house for Schwartz, 


IY 


Schwartz is keeping Howard Em- | 


Blank Gets $3,000,000, 
Publix Takes Control 


Publix has acquired complete 
control of the Blank Circuit for 
approximately $3,000,000. Deal in- 
cludes about 25 theatres in Iowa, 
Nebraska and Illinois, with de luxe 
houses in Omaha, Des 
Cedar Rapids, Davenport, 
Island and Waterloo, 

Publix has had a 40 per cent in- 
terest in the chain and has been 
operating. A. H. Blank states he 
will rest with future plans indefi- 
nite. 

Announcement ef the move was 
made last summer but denied by 
all concerned at that time. 





Moines, 


tock 


CLEVELAND'S WONDERPHONE 


Cleveland, March 6. 

Another sound device on the mar-« 
ket is Wonderphone, now being 
made and sold by Film Sound 
Corp., this city. Equipment is con- 
structed to reproduce both sound 
on film and disk. Manufacturers 
are selling at a low price. 

M. O. Mattlin, piano and sound 
expert, is president of company. 
Don Canady, projectionist, is in 
charge of production. 


TRAVELTONE’S STATEMENT 


Publicity matter sent out from 
“Traveltone” Cinesonore Co., Inc., 
states it has acquired “the much 
coveted rights to the patent of the 
photo-electric cell.” 

This, states the mimeoegraph, 
gives the firm 70 cr more patents of 
Theodore Nakken. 








HORACE HEIDT and His 
Caroling Californians 


Now Playing 


Most Popular Theatre 
‘n the West 


LOEW’S WARFIELD 
San Francisco 


With Fanchon and Marco “Ideas” 


“Best in the West” 


JERRY ROSS 


Producing 
M. CC. AND BAND LEADER 
CAPITOL, JACKSON, MICH. 
INDEFINITELY 
Direction WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
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EASTMAN, DUPONT, AGFA—STRAIGHT OR PANCHROMATIC 
35 MM. ONLY 


100 foot Rolls, 10 feet Black Leader each end ..........eeee085 pstexeor sen $2.75 
100 foot Rolls, 10 feet Black Leader each end (On SPpOO0l)..cccccescsserseese 3.25 
Same on the new Bell & Howell spool.........ceeeeseeeee pocccddcecccccoe Sete 


200 and 400 foot Rolls, 2%ec per foot 
17% foot pieces for Septs, 3 for $1, 7 for $2, 15 for $4 
35 foot pieces in individual cans, 1%¢ foot in 1,000 foot lots only 
White Negative Leader, $2.50 per 1,000 feet 


ALL FILMS SHIPPED C€. 0. D. 


FRED C. DAWES 


Negative Stock Library 
1426 Beachwod Drive, Hollywood, Calif. 


TESTED AND MADE INTO 
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My Compliments to the Chicago Theatre Staff 


DOROTHY BERK 


Premier Danseuse 


OF 





Now Appearing at the Chicago Theatre, Chicago, for SEX WEEKS in a REPERTOIRE 
NEW DANCE CRREATIONS 














Direction WM. MORRIS 





CLIFF CRANE 


FEATURED WITH BORIS PETROFF’S “FORE” UNIT 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (MARCH 23), Entire Publix 


Tour to Follow 
Thanks to MAX TURNER and NAT KALCHEIM 
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—take a 
tip from m 


Schallert— 


Coast Reviewer and Special 
Representative of Los Angeles 
Times and Motion Picture News 


“The New MARY PICKFORD 
proves a Sensation in the 
Dialog Version of COQUETTE” 


“Score another sensation for the‘talkies. ‘Coquette’ will be“just'that. 

In it MARY PICKFORD has made:the transition to the new medium 
with Flying Colors. Thisifeature, which is all-dialog with no silent 
version even scheduled, i is an emotional thriller‘and proves that 
Mary is. a pioneer in voice film just as she was in the mutes of 
the olden days. 


“MARY PICKFORD has made a great picture — onexthat 


will win her a new public.” 








‘ | ‘Coquette’ is concentrated pathos; climaxing:in’scenes where a girl‘is‘torn be- 

| tween her love for a boy and devotion to her father.: There are two scenes that 
will have audiences nearly hysterical, but despite the fact that. most. women will 
be a wreck for the balance of the afternoon or,evening on.which they,see the 


picture—THEY WILL NOT WANT.TO MISS.IT."” 


Now! Wired Theatres—Take a Tip From Us! 
“Coquette” will be released ONLY as an 
_All-Talking (United Artists) Picture! 


GET YOUR DATE SET AT ONCE FOR THE 
GREATEST BOX-OFFICE PICTURE EVER MADE 




















Making Box-Office History 
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“MUSIC TAX PASSING 


(Continued from page 4) 


order to 
make both of them coincide for ex- 
piration in 1932. 
have not, as yet, 
ure that they have years in 
which to make up their minds until 


additional two years in 
Many publishers 
signed. They fig- 
two 
covenants 


the prior expire 


what's more, with the 


and, 
picture busi- 
negs what it is, there is 
in tieing up 
far in advance. 

Electrical Research Products, 
Inc., is the subsidiary of Western 
Electric. ERPI licenses the movie- 
tone and vitaphone equipment for 


no sense 


unnecessarily for so 


production and projection. RCA 
Photophone, Inc., is a_ distinct 
branch, allied with General Elec- 


tric, but both going back indirectly 
to the same source, the American 
Tel. & Tel. ERPI guarantees the 

. S. c. A. P. $100,000 and $125,000 
for the first two years, against seat 
tax computations of for the 
first year, 3%4c. for the second and 
third years and five cents straight 
for the remaining years of their 
eontract. 

FE, C. Mills, as trustee and head 
ef the American Society, is now 
urging the publishers to renew with 
the American Society. For one 
thing, “as to world rights, we are 
of the opinion that the publishers 
will gain a substantial advantage 
by vesting them in the society,” he 
further writes the present mem- 
bers. 

In the meantime, the radio, elec- 
trical and picture interests are 
buying up catalogs of musical copy- 
rights. Their affiliations with pub- 
lishers giv-s them a strong in for 
the exclusive enjoyment of these 
rights. They may do whatever they 
wish with them. The picture busi- 
ness, fast reaching the status of a 
split-up between two or three 
gigantic theatre and producing 


2'4c. 





chains, would be in position to in- 
terchange its music. 
$20,000,000 Bid 

“Wired wieseas” is utd becom- 
ing a factor. Alre 
Inc., has fortified — itse If 
own catalog of copyrights. 
Bros. have been mentioned off and 
on as propositioning almost every 
big publisher in the music business. 
There is a $20,000,000 standing bid 
from the Radio Corp. to buy out 
the big six of the Music Publish- 
ers’ Protective Association. Only 
this past week there was a report 
that Fox iad bought out DeSylva, 
Brown & Henderson, Inc., Remick’s 
and a third firm, Denials from both 
sides were issued promptly, al- 
though Winfield Sheehan for Fox, 
referred Variety to the publishers. 

Take the Fox-DeSylva alliance, 
now merely a working agreement, 
with no partnership existing as 
with Warner-Witmark or Metro- 
Robbins. Since Fox controls M-G- 
M, inevitably the Robbins Music 
Corp. will have both the Metro and 
Fox pictures tied up, It is to M-G- 
M’s best interests, especially since 
David Bernstein and Louis B. May- 
er are giving the music adjunct 
so much attention. 

The picture companies now have 
the cream of the songsmiths work- 
ing for them. The picture biz is a 
life-saver for the music men. From 
Irving Berlin and DeSylva, Brown 
& Henderson down, up or either 
way, they’re all writing for the 
screen. The screen has given them 
phenomenal hits at a minimum of 
exploitation cost, It is staggering to 
music industry, this power of the 
screen to reach an audience never 
before approached, and thus in- 
duced to purchase copies and rec- 
ords. With piano biz at a standstill 
and radio long since hurting the 
records, the talking screen has 
resurrected both. When the satura- 
tion point was formerly viewed 
with dismay, hits like “Ramona” 
and “Sonny Boy” exceeded by far 
that supposed point. 

The damage to the American So- 


Ww ith its 
Warner 

















TED § JACK DALE 


PUBLIX “VOLCANO” UNIT Dir: 


William Morris 
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Sound-Silent Split 


Chicago, March 26. 

Hollywood theatre, grind 
neighborhood house, is in- 
augurating a asaplit policy of 
silent pictures the first half of 
the week and sound the last 
half. 

Many neighborhood exhibs 
feel they can’t afford sound 
pictures every day. 
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ciety may come from the possible 
inducement of the music adjunct 
as an aid to exhibitor sales. Per- 
haps the picture companies with 
the best music available will throw 
that in as a service on a “to boot” 
inducement for rental contracts. In- 
deed, with the chains controling 
their own releasing channels, may- 
be the exhibitor will be of little 
importance. It may mean the sole 
and private benefit to the circuits 
through the saving of heavy music 
license tax fees formerly paid the 
American Society; sums that are 
fast approaching $1,000,000 a year 
in seat tax income to that organi- 
zation, the major portion of which 
is derived from the picture theatres. 

That music is 50 percent of the 
picture was an old axiom which 
Variety plugged off and on. With 
sound synchronized to the screen, 
its percentage relativity is in- 
creased in value, if anything. Now 
it is brought home to the picture 
people as a very important ad- 
junct. 





CITY FATHERS ORDER WIRE 


Plattesville, Wis., March 26. 

City fathers are closely in touch 
with the amusement business. Last 
week when they discovered that 
specifications for the new municipal 
building, now under construction, 
did not cover sound equipment, they 
immediately ordered the additional 
wiring. 





T-S’s Synchronizing 
Los Angeles, March 26. 

Tiffany-Stahl has started syn- 
chronizing musical scores and add- 
ing dialog to seven of its completed 
pictures at the Sennett studios. 

Musical scores are being arranged 
by Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld. 








~ SELLING AND BUILDING 
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Chain Stores Scrambling 
mey| For Mid-West Footage 


Madison, 
Go—Report New Capital 


Fischer's Majestic, 


Decatur, Ill March 26. 
Madison, Wis., March 26 | Chain tores scrambling to get 
Negotiations are pending thlsS/|jocation in prospective mercantile 
week to sell the Majestic here to 4} eante, iy middle west towns are 
group of business men who propose | netting property owners glorious 
to raze the theatre and erect a store | jone term leases at figures they 
and office building in its place inever dreamed of 
House, owned by the Fischer cir- | In this city the F. & W. Grand 
cuit, is the second belong to that] 5-19-95 stores, which has been 
outfit to be sold. A few weeks ago | snapping up frontage, last week 
the old Madison, formerly the| concluded a 30 year lease upon the 
Grand, was turned over to a drug | Bijou theatre building, Great States 
company. Theatre Corp., owned, with total 
eaeeren rental of $383,998. Lease isn’t ef- 
Chicago, March 26. fective until April 1, 1933, the Great 
Fischer-Paramount, which re-| States holding the property until 
cently disposed of its holdings in} that time and according to Thomas 
Wisconsin to the Brin circuit, is re- Ronan, local manager, expecting to 


ported to be working on new capital | occupy the 
for the building of theatres through | Grand's total 
Wisconsin. ali under 30 
$1,964,000. 


theatre until then 
rentals in the block, 
year contracts, are 


Delabar Resigns Great States only recently ac- 
quired the Bijou from A. Siegfried. 
Los Angeles, March 26. t z Le NT 
H. G. Delabar, treasurer and con- ° ’ 
troller of Fox theatres out here, Oriental’s “a 


has tendered his resignation effec- 
tive April 1. He contemplates join- 
ing the staff of a stock and bond 
concern in Seattle. 


Balaban and 
Chicago, 


Katz's Oriental, 
“the house that jazz built,” 


Delabar caase here thoré than two is to abandon its stage. units in 
years ago with John Dillon when favor of a long run straight picture 
the latter was supervising the in-| Policy. Oriental is now the only 
terests of Hayden, Stone and Com-| ‘theatre in the loop using stage 
pany in the old West Coast organ- bands. Publix figures there’s more 
ization. When Fox took the com-| 2et Profit on straight pictures here 


according to report. 

Roosevelt, now an extended run 
house, will revert to its regular 
change policy. 


Boards’ 23,869 Cases |°°"* 


pany over he remained in the same 
post he previously occupied. 








Where 11,197 claims, totaling Newark Anniversary 
slightly over $2,000,000, were dis- Stanley, Newark, N. J., is cele- 


posed of in 1924, the Arbitration 
Boards handled 23,869 controversies 
involving $6,503.474.75 during 1928. 

This was included in the report to 
the board of directors made by Will 
Hays Monday. 


brating its second anniversary this 
week. 

Stage show, produced by Harry 
Crull, consists of the Seven Trum- 
peters and the Triana Sisters, and 
a singing ensemble of 16, 











VIVIAN FAY 


DANCING STAR OF “GOOD NEWS” 


Now Featured in Fanchon and Marco’s “FANTASMA IDEA” 
WEEK OF MAR, 29, WARFIELD, SAN FRANCISCO 
With Appreciation to Fanchon and Marco 









































with 


ALFRED LEWIS 


as the 


or the convemence of players, 


writers and stage technicians 
WILLIAM FOX 


announces 
the establishment of Broadway Offices at 


1776 BROADWAY 


(Northeast Corner of 57th Street and Broadway) 


Eastern Representative of the Fox West Coast Studios 


Telephone Numbers 9632-9633 
CIRCLE 9634-9635 
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WE TAKE PLEASURE IN ANNOUNCING TO” 


Motion Picture Exhibitors 

Mechanical Recording Companies 
“Orchestra Leaders, Organists 

Vaudeville Performers _ 





and the 
Music Trade in General 


WE ARE THE PUBLISHERS OF THE FOLLOWING SONGS: 


“LITTLE PAL” 
“WHY CAN'T YOU” 
“USED TO YOU” 
































“YM IN SEVENTH HEAVEN” 


ALJOLSON' B.G.DE SYLVA LEW BROWN and RAY HENDERSON | 


All of the above songs featured by 


AL JOLSON 


THE WORLD’S GREATEST ENTERTAINER 
in his new 


WARNER BROS.’ VITAPHONE PRODUCTION 


“LITTLE PAL’ — 


N. B.—The release date of these songs to the profession in general will be announced at a later date: | 


DE SYLVA, BROWN & HENDERSON, Inc. — 


ROBERT CRAWFORD, Pres. 


745 7th AVE. oe NEW YORK CITY. 
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HAVE’ JA HEARD ’BOUT IT? 
Stopping Every Show, Every Day! 
In the Boris Petroff Production, “Fore,” for Publix 


! Ij You Haven't, You Will! 


‘| WILTON CRAWLEY 
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WORLD’S GREATEST COMEDY CLARINETIST 
“VARIETY” Says: 


“A solid hit—topped everything—a remarkable versatile comedian—acrobat—and clarinet player rolled into one.” 


A RECORD BREAKER FOR THE OKEH RECORDS 
A HIT IN “BLACKBIRDS” 
AUTHOR AND COMPOSER OF 200 SONGS 


A SENSATION IN SIGHT AND SOUND =A GREAT TALKING PICTURE BET 


Di i LLIAM MORRIS 
pe KALCHEIM R-K-O EDWARD KELLER 
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LADY. 


Presented by Richard A. Rowland. 
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“Thrilling romance 
in ‘The Divine 
Lady,’ due for long 
stay. Looks as if it 
is set to make a hit 
with exhibitors, too. 
Battle of the Nile is 
a stunning affair, re- 
plete with thrills. 
‘The Divine Lady’ is 


’ as glamorous and ro- 


mantic a figure as & 


. fairy-tale princess.” 


—N Y. American. 


“Corinne proves a 
delightful Lady 
Hamilton.” — Daily 


Mirror. 
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“By far the finest 
piece of directorial 
effort that Frank 
Lloyd has given to 
the screen since ‘The 
Sea Hawk.’ Corinne 
Griffith has one of 
the most interesting 
roles of her career. 
She is exquisite and 
at times takes on 3 
beauty that is almost) 
ethereal, First Na) 
tional has not only’ 
spent a vast outlay’ 
of money but has 
assembled a perfect) 
supporting cast.” — 
Morning Telegraph. 


“A great picture, 
which we heartily 
recommend. Miss 
Griffith is divine. 
Surpasses any and, 
all of her past per+ 
formances. Lloyd 
hasn’t given us any- 
thing as fine as this 
in the way of spec- 
tacle since ‘The Sea) 
Hawk.’” — Daily 
News. 


“ ‘The Divine Lady’) 
enriches filmed are) 
chives of history: 
Story of Nelson,) 
Lady. Hamilton and 
Trafalgar eye-filling 
and impressive. Au-| 
dience impressed by' 
the magnitude of its 
scale and the prodi- 


gal extravagance of, 


: ‘| its settings.”—N. Y. 
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Portable Sound Flivs, 
Exhib Makes Apology 


T. W. Wisner, manager of the 
Oakland theatre, Warwick, N. Y., 
discontinued the vaudeville policy 
of the theatre and installed an in- 
dependent portable sound device, 
with results apparently so disas- 
trous that Wisner wrote a letter to 
the local paper offering an apology 
to his public. 

The letter said in part: “The 
Oakland theatre takes this oppor- 
tunity to express its regret that the 
talking pictures last Wednesday 
were a complete failure. 

“We have had so many people ask 
us when we were going to have 
talking pictures that our desire to 
meet this demand caused us to book 
the unfortunate affair of last week 
without first having heard it. Some 
people. have said that we should 
never have allowed the talking part 
of the program to be given in the 
evening after having heard it in 
the afternoon and we would have 
stopped had we not been bound by 
a contract that we could not get 
out of,” 








CHICAGO ODORS 
Chicago, March 26. 

Piccadilly and Diversey theatres 
were stench bombed within a week 
of each other. Piccadilly, owned 
by the Schoenstadts, was the vic- 
tim Sunday night, while the Di- 
versey, recently opened by the 
Ascher Bros., had the same fate a 
few days previous. Both houses 
had some labor trouble. 








IRVING ROSE 


KRAZY ELBOW DANCER 
Week Apr. 1, Strand, Vancouver 
Featured by FANCHON and MARCC 














DAVE 


HACKER 


“THE DANCING MANIAC” 
Featured in Fanchon and Marco's 
“INDIAN SUMMER” IDEA 








ROSE 


VALYDA 


featured in FANCHON and MARCO'S 
“COTTAGE SMALL” IDEA 














Turning Loose “Melody” 
All Over Next Month 


“Broadway Melody” will be re- 
leased in the Loew houses this 
week and all over the country 
during April. Report is that M-G-M 
wants to get the picture rolling be- 
cause of the flood of similar sub- 
jects either ready for release or 
nearing that state. This action kills 
off its key city $2 career although it 
will continue at the Astor, New 
York, at this scale. 

Picture opens at McVicker’'s, Chi- 
cago, March 30, for a run at 75 
cents top. Understanding is that B. 
& K. offered $100,000 for the Loop 
run, but this proposition was turned 
down. On a percentage basis it is 
expected the film will give M-G from 
$150,000 to $175,000 on the Mc- 
Vicker stay. 


Fox’s Schine Pick 


Authoritatively reported that Fox 
has reached a final agreement with 
the Schine interests, upper New 
York state houses. Deal is such 
that Fox will only assume those 
theatres he desired, or the pick of 
the crop. 

Understanding is that Universal, 
which holds a 25 per cent. interest 
in this chain, has been satisfied 
with details unavailable. 











EMIL’S DIALOG DIRECTOR 


Los Angeles, March 26. 


Victor Schertzinger will direct 
Emil Jannings’ first talker, ‘“‘The 
Concert.” Jannings has been per- 


fecting his English for the past six 
months although the role calls for 
a decided accent. Show was played 
years ago by the late Leo Dietrich- 
stein. 

Ludwig Berger was originally as- 
signed to direct, but Paramount 
decided as there will be dialog it 
would be better to put an American 
director on the production. Berger, 
who is German, will get another 
assignment. 


SENATOR’S SON ON BOARD 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

E. G. Watson, son of Senator 
James E. Watson, of Indiana, new 
floor leader of the U. S. Senate, has 
been elected to the board of direc- 
tors of Qualiton, indie talker. 

Watson will act as personal rep- 
resentative of Samuel Freedman, 
prexy of company. 





Lewis Milestone, due to direct 
Lupe Velez on her return from the 
east, has been shifted to direct 
Norma Talmadge. Story, still un- 
titled, will be all dialog and mod- 
ern. Gilbert Roland will play the 
heavy instead of the male lead, yet 
to be selected. 











“Now with Publix theatres.” 


HANDERS 
ana MILLIS 


TEXAS THEATRE, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
WEEK OF MARCH 31 
FROM THE SAN FRANCISCO “CHRONICLE” 


“Handers and Millis have the gift of natural comedy. 
out of nothing than most comedians can with the aid of a whole orchestra. 


They get more laughs 














Sound Protest 





Los Angeles, March 2%. 

Recent check on two major 
picture houses in Glendale, 
Cal., showed the Glendale, a 
wired house, doing less busi- 
ness than the Alexander the- 
atre, which up to now has 
been silent. When the latter 
announced it would soon be 
wired an avalanche of pro- 
tests came from patrons. 

Glendale is a suburb of Los 
Angeles, with a population 
around 150,000. 








‘ 








Minn Owners Prepare 
Fight on Tax Bills 


Minneapolis, March 26. 

Minnesota theatre managers are 
up in arms to combat two proposed 
legislative bills considered inimical 
to the theatrical business. Under 
one of the measures gross receipts 
from pictures, dramatic and musi- 
cal performances and circuses, side- 
shows and carnivals would be sub- 
ject to an occupational tax of five 
per cent. The other proposed law 
provides for an occupational tax 
of two cents per foot on all pic- 
ture films produced or exhibited in 
the state. Bill would require the 
percentage cut on the films every 
time they are run, If a theatre 
played a picture five different times 
it would be forced to deduct the 
two cents tax per foot on each 
showing. 

In both instances, representatives 
from small towns are the authors. 
Theatres in Minnesota have been 
having tough sledding and these 
laws, it is declared, will sound the 
death knell for many of them. Com- 
menting editorially on another bill 
before the state legislature prohib- 
iting the showing of “successful” 
robberies and murders on the stage 
and screen the Minneapolis Tribune 
asserts that, “as a piece of silly and 
futile censorial meddling, it would 
be difficult to match this proposed 
measure.” 





Theatre Indictments 


Cleveland, March 26. 

Harry Goldberg, of this city, one 
of the four promoters of the pro- 
posed Crystal-Capitol Theatre Com- 
pany’s new show house in Anderson, 
Ind., has been indicted for false 
pretense. : 

Work on the theatre stopped sev- 
eral months ago, pending settlement 
of a dispute between promoters of 
the enterprise. In addition to Gold- 
berg, indictments were returned by 
county grand jury against Floyd 
Kreis, president of the Krebay Con- 
struction Co., Indianapolis; G. H. 





Harries, general manager of the 
company; Joseph Cosco, of Detroit, 
and Harry Muller, local theatre 
owner, as a result of the investiga- 
tion. 





U DROPS CAL. DIVISION 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
Universal Chain Theatres is 
abandoning the division manager- 
ship embracing its houses in Santa 
Ana, Whittier and Fullerton, Cal. 
Jed Buell, who has been in charge, 
has resigned and houses hereafter 
will be handled individually, Louis 
Cohen, in charge of realty for U, 
engineered the change, 





And With Own Reason. 


Chicago, March 26. | 

Senate, B & KK neighborhood 

straight sound stand, Saturday goes] 

from full week to split-week | 

changes, Admission cut is from 50} 
to 40 cents. 

Advertised reason is, “that so 


many great pictures are being made 


this year the house is forced to 
play. two each week in order to 
show all the best ones.” 





Ohio Won't Censor Talkers 
For at Least Next 2 Years 


Cleveland, 

Talkers will not be censored in 
Ohio for the next two years, at 
least, as no changes will be made 
in the present censorship of pic- 
tures. This was decided last week 
by state legislature when it voted 
unanimously to kill all censorship 
bills before it. 

Reformers who have been lobby- 
ing the Johnson bill, to apply cen- 
sorship to the talkers, took a ter- 
rible beating. Another one killed 
was Johngon’s bill to raise inspec- 
tion fee for films from $2 to $4. 
Senator G. H. Bender, of Cleve- 
land, also agreed to kill his coun- 
ter-irritant measure that would 
abolish all existing censorship, 
since the legisiature was willing to 
sidetrack talking censorship. 


L. A. 5,500-Seater 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
Fox is dickering with the East- 
ern Outfitting Company for the 
latter to build a 12-story office 
building to contain a 5,500 seat 
house. 
Location is at Broadway and 


March 26. 











Ninth near the present site of the 
Majestic (legit), Fox to take a 42- 
year lease, 





SOUND TITLE TRAILER 
Los Angeles, March 26. 

Something new in synchronized 
titles is included in M-G-M’s trail- 
er for “Hallelujah.” Sales talk is 
mounted on an animated back- 
ground similar to that used in the 
art backgrounds of the old silent 
pictures. 


In this particular trailer, a banjo 
appears in the upper left hand cor- 
ner playing hot strains for a pair 
of dancing feet in the lower right 
hand corner of the frame. Pete 
Smith, studio publicity director, in- 
vented the idea, 
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‘Senate, Chi, Going Split, | Auto Control of Volume 
For Theatres by W. E 





Western Electric engineers are 
experimenting to automatically core 
rect theatre volume with the fille 
ing and emptying of a house, 


eliminating a lot of the guess work 
which is now left to the operator 
as the number of patrons vary. 


At Paramount's Long Island 
studio it is known that WE men 
are endeavoring to achieve a sub- 
stitution for the present use of 
levers. This is now described as 
centering around the knob dial sys- 
tem used in radio amplification. By 
the latter means it is believed in- 
tonations of the voice, especially of 
the singing artist ascending the 
scale, can be caught and expanded 
with far greater naturalness than 
by the present standard method. 
New system is called Automatic 
Volume Control. 

Ignorance is maintained at the 
electric’s headquarters of both of 
these new departures, 





F. & M. NEW TALENT DRIVE 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Fanchon and Marco have launched 
their second “opportunity contest,” 
tying up with a newspaper in each 
of the principal cities and towns 
from San Diego to Vancouver and 
as far inland as Sait Lake. 

In addition to contracts to ap- 
pear in F. & M. “Ideas” the win- 
ners will share in scholarships and 
prizes, 














In Production 
“THE GREEN GODDESS” 


Starring 


GEORGE ARLISS 


Direction 


ALFRED E. 
GREEN 


A Warner Bros. Vitaphone 
Release 
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The Booking Agent 


An important part in a new 
on the road! 


You'd hate to be out when the booking agent phones. 


Wants You—Quick! 


production—just starting out 


He'd 


probably call someone else if your phone didn’t answer. 


you're out. 


telephone communication. 


days—efficiently 
cents a day! 


We'll gladly tell 
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T-M-B 


Telephone SUSquehanna 4500 


o 
c 
r~J amazing new service can help you. 
o TELEPHONE MESSAGE BUREAU 


Why take such chances? Let T-M-B take your calls when 
T-M-B, the Telephone Message Bureau, is the 
newly discovered, modern method of maintaining constant 


and 


It works for you days, nights, Sundays and holl- 
confidentially 


—for just 6% 


you of the many other ways this 


West 65th Street 




















INGENUE 


OLIVE FAYE 


THE ONLY GIRL FEATURED 


With Boris Petroff’s “FORE” Unit 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK, NOW, WEEK MAR. 23 
NEXT WEEK PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN 


Entire Pablix Tour to Follow 


DIRECTION LYONS & LYONS 
COMEDIENNE 


THANKS TO PAUL ROSS AND PHIL TYRELL 





SOUBRETTE 





SO WHAT! 
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FILM REVIEWS 











Anniversary Program 


STANLEY, JERSEY CITY 


PETER—JOHN—ALVIN 
WILLIAM—LEONARD 
RICHARD—PHILIP 


CALIFORNIA’S DANCING 


UNUSUALLY 
UNUSUAL 


Where EAST Picks WEST 


With HARRY CRULL’S First 


TRUMPETEERS 





THE EXOTIC DANCERS 
FROM SUNNY SPAIN 


SISTERS 









HELD OVER EVERYWHERE 


: SPEARS 


Singing Violiniste 





SENSATIONAL ADAGIO 
QUARTET 


TAYLOR 
RANDALL 


ASSISTED BY 


Preach and Holcomb 


Now FOX, DETROIT. Next 

Week, Return Engagement CHI- 

CAGO, Then WISCONSIN THE- 
ATRE, MILWAUKEE 


<OoOmvV 


AQPe 





Entire Bill Changed BUT 


JOE ROSE 


HELD OVER AT 
FOX, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


LEBEGOTT’S 


CHORAL ENSEMBLE 


HARRY CRULL’S Anniversary 
Program 
STANLEY, JERSEY CITY 








BOOKED BY 


Samuels 


Attractions 


1560 Broadway 


NEW YORK 
BRY ant 5486-7-8 





—~ 
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TRIANA 


At STANLEY, JERSEY CITY 
7, They flamed through 


their two numbers with a dis- 
tinction that ought to land them 
in a Broadway revue before the 
season is ended.”—“Dance Maga- 
zine.” 


SPITE MARRIAGE 
12) 


tion of the screen audience’s mirth- 
ful reaction and that of the actual 


{Continued from page 


attendance was, if anything, 
ceeded by the cash customers. 

From that, Keaton is shanghaied 
on a yacht, in itself a laughing and, 
not a little, exciting episode, ulti- 
mately proving a hero in single- 
handedly besting a rum-running 
crew of sea pirates. The “spite mar- 


ex- 


riage” between the uppish stage 
prima and her husband for con- 
venience, of course, ultimately be- 
comes a more healthy screen ro- 
mance, 

Miss Sebastian distinguished her- 
self in the nite club souse scene 
and the return-to-the-hotel after- 


math when, as a limply inebriated 
automaton, Keaton manhandles her 
in an effort to get her seated, into 
bed, undressed, ete, Being married, 
if only in spite, at this stage, the 
physical intimacies (and there’s ac- 
tually nothing for any blue-noses 
to frown upon) will be okay. There 
is one bit with the chair-seating 
biz that won a salvo from the Capi- 
tolites, unusual for a Broadway 
audience to do in acknowledgment 
of a piece of celluloid business. 

“Spite Marriage” will please gen- 
erally and get plenty pennies at 
the gate, and for the producers. 
It’s chiefly bit and business me- 
chanized comedy, Skillfully meshed, 
plus the players’ own histrionic 
contributions, it represents a mod- 
erate investment. Two most sub- 
stantial sets are the yacht and the 
backstage hokum, although quite a 
few extras are involved for the 
audience stuff. 

It’s an enjoyable 
glorified slapsticker. 


low comedy 


Abel. 


THE SHADY LADY 


(DIALOG) 


Paul Block production and Pathe re 
lease, with dialog and synchronization }y 
RCA Photophone, Edward H. Griffith, di- 
rector. Storv by Jack Jungmeyer; Garet 
Graham's titles. At Colony, New York. 
week of March 23. Running time, 60 
minutes, 


Dtiveccetes svedenesenesietse Phyllis Haver 
eveees-Robert Armstrong 


eeccescese+-lLOUis Wolheiin 
PTUTTTTT ire Russell Gleason 


Prof. Holbrook. 
Ee cesvesdes 





Even the inclusion of dialog inthe 
final 10 minutes of “Shady Lady” 
fails to dispel bad impression, In 
fact, way the dialog sounds and the 
players look while speaking out of 
kilter suggests film might have 
been better off in complete silence. 

There is little good trouping, be- 
cause little is called for, and most 
of that by Louis Wolheim, with 
Wolheim also the single convincer 
while talking, 

Scene is Havana. A wagon loaded 
with half a dozen hard looking 
guys and something else is easing 
down a narrow and darkened street. 
A portion of the cargo slips to the 
pavement, the crate breaking and 
revealing a load of rifles. Gun run- 
ners. The boys jump down to re- 
trieve the fallen articles, but are 
routed and scram, leaving their 
wagon and guns behind. Gats 
mysteriously barking from dark 
corners, Hi-jackers. 

Two men are vying for the gun- 
running trade in Havana, both in 
on big coin through = shipping 





ammunition to the revolutionary 
Central American countries. They're 
not only vying, but fighting. Blake 
(Robert Armstrong) is getting the 
best of his biz rival, ‘Professor’ 
Holbrook (Wolheim), besides inter- 
rupting the Prof’s big deliveries 
and copping his goods, 

A knockout blonde called Lola, 
in reality an alleged murderess and 
fugitive from justice, is cajoled into 
giving Blake the works, by Hol- 
brook who threatens to notify the 
cops of her identity. She goes to 
work on Blake, but falls in love 
with him instead. It’s all very ob- 
vious, the love part and that she’ll 
finally tip him to the frame, 

At the finish the wicked Prof 
is foiled and Lola is cleared of the 
indictment when another woman 
confesses. She’s clinching with 
Blake at the finale and they're 
planning a honeymoon to New 
York, but there’s no justification 
for Blake’s illegal business connec- 
tions. He is to be accepted as a 
zood boy in the wrong job. 

A youthful newspaper correspond- 
ent, in Havana on the gun-running 
assignment for his N. Y. paper, is 
ridiculously drawn, Besides the gun 
yarn, he identifies Lola, an es- 
caped murderess, which is much 
better tale, but he agrees to forget 
the latter when Lola sheds real 
tears, asking him how he would 
feel if it were his own sister. When 
she touches his arm and _ says 
“You’re such a nice kid,” it looked 
as though Blake might get the air 
for a cub reporter. 

And if the New York dailies are 
sending Haleys down to Havana on 
gun-running stories, there will be 
no gun running stories from Ha- 
vana for the dailies, 

An off-screen duo (male) har- 
monizes a theme song during the 
more passionate portions, and it 
seemed as though, in the produc- 
tion, the song and title came first 
and the scenario next. 

Moderate money in the _ inter- 
mediate stands should be about the 
limit. Bige. 





Marshall Neilan has been placed 





under a long-term contract by 
Pathe to write and direct. He has 





taken over offices and is hunting 
for a story. 








WHIRL OF LIFE 


(GERMAN MADE) 


World Wide release. Directed by Richard 
Eichberg from the novel by the same title. 
Cast includes Heinrich George, Louis Lerch 
and Greta Reinwald. At the Little Car- 
negie Playhouse, N. Y., March 23. Run- 
ning time, 72 minutes. 





Unnecessarily long, considering 
the scanty story, and would still be 
draggy if cut down because of the 
amount of footage devoted to an ex- 
planatory preface without which it 
would be impossible to understand 
the story. 

Opens in East Prussia with the 
heroine working in an immigrant 
aid society. She kills her stepfather 
when he invites her to take a beat- 
ing, and is next found in London 
using a dead girl’s name. 

All this serves as a sort of pre- 
liminary only, merely leading into 
the much-used clown angle. A 
kindly, well-known stage comedian 
lifts the girl and her boy friend to 
stardom and then finds she has 
loved the other from the begin- 
ning. 

Usual finish, the clown bowing to 
the plaudits of the multitude, hiding 
a broken heart beneath the smiling 
face. Not well done in this pic- 
ture, however. 

Interiors mostly of the quickie 
type. Photography includes shots 
made in both Berlin and London. 

None of the players given screen 
credit. Mori. 


GREYHOUND LTD. 


(DIALOG) 


Warner production and release, Directed 
by Howard Pretherton from story by A. 
Howson. Joseph Jackson, titles. Louis Sil- 


ver music score on Western Electric Vita- 
phone system, At Academy of Music for 
three days, beginning March 24. Running 
time, 68 minutes, 

POG: ME, censebedsosconcas Monte Blue 
Bill Williams...... eeccccces Grant Withe's 
Peer seceeccesss+-Edna Murphy 
ME,” "WROD, covcdtcccotes Lucy Beaumont 





Monte Blue has posed as a rail- 
road engineer for the Warners a 
number of times in the past. “Grey- 
hound Limited” is his first for the 
brothers where the bells ring and 
the engine wheezes. The story is of 
the conventional school of railroad 
melodramas. It is brought to the 
screen with a zest fan reaction 
clearly underwritten. 

“Greyhound Limited’ is a trifle 
slow in getting under way. All kinds 
of bells clang for the first ten min- 
utes during which Blue and Withers 
dialogue in closeup from the win- 
dow of the caboose. Their lines are 
clear in reproduction. Blue is the 
better recorded. The talk serves 
well as a preface to the yarn that 
the engineer is the clear-headed 
kind while his fireman is inclined 
to be girl crazy. 

The railroad locale is abandoned 
during the major footage for in- 
teriors in a lunchroom, and the 
home of the fireman where the en- 
gineer is a boarder. Edna Murphy, 
as the snappy counter girl who has 
eyes for Blue and uses Withers as 
the chump, makes the best of her 
part. 

The interference angle is the meat 
of the plot. It provides the fireman 
with a chance to hit the booze and 
be condemned for the murder of a 





speak proprietor. Thereafter action 
of the thriller kind, exceptionally 
well executed here, fills the remain- 
ing reel and a half. 

Edna, a few hours before Bill is 
to be hanged, overhears gangsters 
telling their story. This enables a 
neck and neck auto race followed 
by another sprint alongside freight 
cars which have been started down 
an incline to wreck Monte’s train. 
The customary flashback to the 
condemned man’s cell, the clock de- 
noting just another hour, while 


cars and leaping over an incline to 
roll near Edna’s auto. 

Of note is the performance 
Miss Beaumont. As Bill’s mother 
her acting, in a brief trial scene 
and in a brief act in sequence has 


of 


superlative effectiveness. Waly. 
William Fox production and release, Di- 
rected by Charles Klein from story by 
Frederick H. Brennan. Continuity by 
Harry Behn. At Loew’s New York, one 


day, March 19, half of double feature. Run- 
ning time, about 70 minutes. 


SET nanos 6 ocbbedee sh eabaes .Nancy Carroll 
Peter Van Dykeman........ Lawrence Gray 
Ethelyn Horn........ eoee.. JOSephine Dunn 
Sieter Burton.....sseee..+-Myrtle Stedman 


Joseph Hormn......e.ee0.--.-Andera Randolf 
Bob Newton.......sseees Richard Alexander 





Worst European production has a 
lot in common with “The Sin Sis- 
ter.” From the title up this thing 
is a freak. One minute its slap- 
stick, then there is a serious inter- 
lude. All the way through subtitles 
are strained. Attempt to breed com- 
edy and drama and the offspring is 
burlesque of hybrid variety. Hope- 
lessly boring even to grind audi- 
ences, 


Early in lengthy footage the 
characters get out of directorial 
control. What starts out to be a 


deep drama of the north with whis- 
tling winds and snows and shots of 
vessel cutting through ice, strongly 
suggestive of clips from  Fox’s 
“Lost in the Arctic,” is given cheap 
comedy turn by rich papa suffer- 
ing from wanderlust. Anders Ran- 
dolf in this role contributes largely 
with his exaggerated interpretation 
to throw theme off track. Josephine 
Dunn, as the daughter, Ethelyn, 





plays him a close_ hand. She goes 
in for hysteria while others are 


—— 





Blue is uncoupling the passenger |: 


Wednesday, March 27, 1929 





day. 

After paying a couple of grand to 
fur traders to get him and pals 
from ice bound ship the party is 
deserted in desolate hut. Here 
cheap gags and gaudy hokum pre- 
vail until Eskimo suddenly appears 
and shoots secretary. Fur trader 
demands as his price for aid little 
Pearl, vaude dancer of the North 
Pole circuit. Lawrence Gray is sec- 
retary and Nancy Carroll does her 
best, although obviously bewildered, 
to interpret the title role. 

At trader’s cabin things rage 
along hot meller lines until Pear) 
pulls trigger and orders food and 
medicine to the crowd. Just when 
the end seems a half hour off secre- 
tary suddenly recovers, grabs Pear! 
and off they go in sleds. Arty end- 
ing. Waly. 


SHIPS OF THE NIGHT 


Rayart Production Directed 
by Duke Worne. Adapted by Arthur Hoer) 
from Fred Nebel’s story. Hap Depew, cam- 


and release. 


eraman. At Loew's New York one day, 
March 22, half of double bill Running 
time, 63 minutes. 

Johanna Hearne.......... Jacqueline Logan 
PED *9.0.056400656 0604.06 000 60.000% bunk Sojin 
Bees SONS « 66606 0060006 conned Jack Mower 
ANGSsccccdccceces C}ovccccccseseces Andy Clyd 
POs COGUNGviesnscdvcecscecl Arthur Rankin 
CURIE . wredewes.cqnenerseaned Glen Cavender 
Chief of Police.....eese. Thomas A. Curran 
Se OP eee Frank Lanning 
Motilla....... wocoecsscocece J. P. MeGowan 
EONS “DOs 6000 0000000 enc6tans Frank Moran 


Derelict islands are always great 
locale in quickieland, but Rayart’s 
effort to cram in punch-holding bat- 
tles every few feet skeletonizes the 
story to a bare structure and makes 
a good cast seem only ordinary. 
Had less efforts been made to out- 
fight old dime novels, “Ships of the 
Night” would be entitled to a better 
rating than just one-day grind. 

Even Sojin, usually sincere por- 
trayer of Oriental roles, goes fiat 
because of the exaggerated arti- 
ficiality of a cuff script. More so is 
this true of Miss Logan. She freezes 
to a smile under circumstances that 
are always threatening but mild in 
their materialization. 

Miss Logan’s search for a brother 
gone fugitive after winging a man, 


treating blizzard like a summer's 





——— 


later murdered, in a drinking bout, 
is the signal for silk-shirted pirates, 
a Chinaman with a harem and crim- 
inals as slaves, and the rest of 
whatnots, The desert island stuff is 
worked in when the Christian cap- 
tain of the ship headed for the 
island takes to a lifeboat with her 
for some unknown reason. Here 
love interest is established. Then 
the pirates, among whom is the 
murderer, a bit part played by Ar- 
thur Rankin. ; 

A huge but mild pirate chief is 
J. P. McGowan. As Motilla he ig 
Miss Logan's foil for the Chinese 


terror when Derelict Isle and its 
muddle of pie-throwing antics is 
reached. 

Jack Mower as Dan Meloy, the 


Christian captain, gets pretty badly 

manhandled. In the end he rescues 

everyone and cops himself a bride, 
Waly. 


WARNERS’ ORGAN 
Los Angeles, March- 26. 
Warners has got the second of 
the Wurlitzer recording organs at 
their Sunset Boulevard studio. In- 
strument cost $60,000. Other one 
in existence is being used by the 
Victor recording people at Camden, 
N. J. 
Organ is mounted on portable 
rollers and can be mo.ed about 
the lot wherever required. 





COLORED SOUND SHORTS 
Talking shorts in color are being 
made in New York. A. Veneer is 
owner of the color patent and Ted 
Riley is directing the shorts. 
First is a Spanish sketch. Play- 
lets on all nationalities are to follow, 





Florida Change 


Richman Dorman, manager of 
the Paramount, Palm Beach, dur- 
ing the winter season, has been 
assigned to similar duties at the 
Florida, St. Petersburg, largest of 
the Publix houses in the Florida 
district. 





West Coast Motion Picture Directory of 
Directors and Writers 








Doris Anderson | 


Dialogue 





Paramount-Famous- Lasky | 


Carlo De Angelo 


Directing Movietone for | 
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HARVEY H. GATES 


WRITER 
WARNER BROS. 


“The Desert Song” 











Horace Jackson 


Writing for 
| Pathe 


BEN HOLMES 


Movietone Director 


Universal 























Byron Morgan 


Original Stories 
Current Release, “Flying Fleet” 


Sonya Levien 


Writing continuity on current 
Frank Borzage Production 


FOX 

















Sarah Y. Mason 


Scenario 


Alias Jimmy Valentine 











RALPH SPENCE 


DIALOGUE FOR M-G-M 

















GEORGE SCARBOROUGH 


Consulting Dramatist 


United Artists 





Earle Snell 


| Writing Feature Comedies 











Pearl Eaton signed by Radio for 
part in “Rio Rita.” 

Gladys Du Bois added to 
lesque,” Par. 

Phillips Holmes added to Clara 
Bow’s next Par. 

Helene Chadwick femme lead in 
“Green Murder Case” (Par). E. H. 
Calvert also added. 


“Bur- 











Diggers,” WB. 











Nick Lucas added to “The Gold 





JOHN GRIFFITH WRAY 


DIRECTING 


“DIVERSION” 


First National Vitaphone Special 
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WHAT Film DAILY SAYS 
“At the Dentists’—Pathe 
A Hit 


Type of production... 2 reel comedy all-talker, 

Chalk this down of the ones you can’t afford 
to miss. It’s sure fire anywhere as a laugh- 
getter, and George Le Maire as the dentist piles 
up the laughs, ably seconded by Louis Simon as 
the first victim, George Gould as a prize fighter, 
Helen Knapp as the latter's wife, and Susan 
Conroy as the nurse. Le Maire has set a high 
standard in this, his initial production, The skit 
is cleverly gagged, and expertly directed by 

















Pathe has produced some all talk comedies with 
George LeMaire, of Broadway fun fame. When 
we screened them Harry Scott said they were good, 


John Flinn took them out to a tryout house 


nearby and practically wrecked the place with 
mirth—so he reports. 


Phil Reisman heard about it and suggested that 























Basil Smith. The laughs are beautifully timed, 
and to us it looks like a model in this respect 
for all the rest of the sound slingers to shoot at. 
The first victim, Louis Simon, registers his au- 
dible terror, thinking the dentist is murdering a 
patient in the chair. But the highlight is the 
climax, with the prizefighter in the chair, and 
the first victim aiding the dentist in pulling out 
all his good teeth at the wife's orders. The 
lines are all spoken, and they are natural laugh- 
getters. You can’t go wrong on this. 


we release them to the trade for current con- 


sumption. He’s commercial. 


However, we have decided tolimit the distribution 
of these comedies to only 250 prints of each subject. 


GEORGE LEMAIRE 


Pathe presents a New Sensation in Talking Comedies 


A Series of 12 Original All Talking Comedies featuring 
the leading funsters of the Broadway Theatrical World. 














Now Completed 
“AT THE -DENTIST” “DANCING AROUND” 


with with 
GrorGeE LeEMarre Louis Simon GeorGe LEMarrRE Joe PHILLIPs 





GEORGE LeMAIRE 


Broadway's foremost 
comedy creator.ese 


“HER NEW CHAUFFEUR” “WHA ‘dae * 
with with 
Louis SIMON VERREE TEASDALE Louis SIMON 


DAY” 


Kay MALLoRY 


PATHE —LEMAIRE 


ALL TALKING COMEDIES 


Strictly reserved for the exclusive use of the customers of Pathe 
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The Finest Sound-on-Film Device Ever Built 


VER six months ago, Pacent engineers started a survey 

of all available sound-on-film devices.. These devices 
were thoroughly examined and subjected to rigorous tests 
and were found wanting. 


It was thereupon decided by Pacent Reproducer Corpora- 
tion to devote whatever time was necessary to the develop- 
ment of a sound-on-film device which would set new standards 


in the quality of sound-on-film reproduction. 


With the assistance of six additional consulting engineers, 
the Pacent Sound-On-Film Device has been developed with no 
saving of time or expense. 


We can say, without fear of contradiction, that the Pacent 
Sound-On-Film Device, resulting from the combined labors of 
Pacent engineers and consultants, is the finest and most effici- 
ent ever built. It is just around the corner! 


Deliveries Start May First 
The Pacent Film Attachment is already in strong demand. 


Dozens of orders are now in our hands. 


Deliveries on the remarkable new attachment which fits 


right on the present Pacent Reproducer machine will start 
May First. 


- Substantial production of the device begins within ten 
days. Orders will be filled in order of receipt. 


The price is $500 per attachment, the lowest price 
ever placed on a quality film attachment. Two attachments 
required with each Pacent Reproducer System. — 


FILM CENTER BUILDING, NEW YORK. N. Y. 


PACENT REPRODUCER CORP. 


LOUIS GERARD PACENT, President 
Chickering 7950-48-49-51-52 
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Great States Houses Now if CETOe iaielipind 
Broadcast Bills and News ging Salesmen 





Seen Film salesmen with voices 
Chicago, March 26. figure in future to have an edge 
All of Great States’ 15 vai on their brethren. That or the 
houses ‘are now equipped with | a — will split with song 
. : | luggers, 
broadcasting microphones having} Sate PA - 
loud speakers under the canopy Middle West reports one div- 


ision manager who is selling 
Mike is installed in the manager's ~ product by singing the 
office, Between broadcasting phono- theme songs to exhibitors. 
>. 
graph records he announces what's . 


showing inside aud what's going to f 
ae shout Wagnon Names Theatre 
After Marion Davies 


Some of the managers have ef- 
San Francisco, March 26. 


fected tie-ups with local dailies, 
and broadcast news flashes at in- 
When W. B. Wagnon reopens the 
Cameo, March 30, acquired recently 


tervals. 
No Lamb Evidence from Universal Chain Theatres, it 
will be renamed the Marion Davies 


No evidence that George A. Lamb 


outside the theatre. 











’ : and operate as a _ straight sound 
sold any stock here in connection | house, similar to Wagnon’s Em- 
with the Combined Sound and Films | },, c.y" 

Co., operated by him and W. D. Opening feature will be “Sonny 
A-kerson, has been unearthed by 


Boy,” with second attraction to be 
either “Hearts in Dixie” (Fox) or 
“Show Boat" (U). Wagnon has ar- 
ranged for a turnow® of film stars 
and executives for the opening 
Saturday night. 


the local Better Business Bureau. | 
After visiting an address on west 
42nd street and finding it but a 
hole in the wall occupied by a steno, 
the Bureau has abandoned the in- 
vestigation which was prompted by RE Ld Oa 
a query from the Boston brancn. 


Lamb's headquarters are in Bos- QUALITONE IN THREE 


ton and it is there that evidence Los Angeles, March 26. 


will have to be obtained unless F'ox’s Coast Junior theatres have 
complaints are filed here, it was | contracted for Qualitone installa- 
maintained by the local Bureau. | tion for the Granada in Ontario, 
New York State’s Attorney Gen- | Cal. and the Redlands, Redlands, 


eral’s office has adopted the same | Cal. Agreement provides for com- 


| Nikodem 





attitude, it is said. pletion in 10 days. 
Boulevard, Oxnard, Cal., 800-seat 


house, played its opening show with 








Qualitone equipment. 
FAMOUS 


B. B. B.’s | 
2 3 » §: 


Brooklyn Before Broadway 
Coffee Dan's, Los Angeles, Cal, 


MOTORCYCLE CO.’S SOUND 
Chicago, March 26. 
From reports the Excelsior Motor 
Cycle Co, have bought a controlling 
interest in Dramaphone, 
Dramaphone is a disk synchron- 





ous device which has recently per- 
aa — fected a sound-on-film attachment. 
THE INCOMPARABLE BILLY 


SNYDER 


7 Pieces and a Baton 
Golden Gate Theatre, L. A. 
Ask My Mer.: HARRY SUGARMAN 








FRANKLIN HOME 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
Harold B. Franklin returned from 
a week’s stay in New York. 
Marco, of Fanchon and Marco, 














PEiCTURES 
Chi. Chain Shakeup 


Chicago, March 26, 

An extensive shake-up of house 
managers on the Lubliner & Trinz 
Circuit went into effect Monday, 
the second within three months. E. 
from State to the 
Covent, replacing <A. Binenfeld, 
who goes to the Pershing. P. Ste- 
vens is removed from the Oak Park 
to the State, with M. Schieberl, 
manager of the Oak Park. Dan 
Lubliner, from the Pershing, moves 
to the Vitagraph, while P. Solomon 
goes from the latter house to the 
Paramount. M. Knudson transfers 
from the latter to assistant man- 
ager of the Congress, with M. Katz 
moving from the Congress to as- 
sistant at the Covent. M. Wallace 
from the Covent becomes second 
assistant manager and chief of 
service at the Congress. 


goes 


LIPSTONE NOT ON BOOK 
Chicago, March 26. 

In last week’s issue of Variety 
Louis R. Lipstone was erroneously 
credited with having been ap- 
pointed booker for B. & H. houses, 

Lipstone’s new position as assis- 
tant production manager will not 
throw him into contact with book- 
ing duties at all. Morris 8S. Silver, 
private secretary to A. J. Balaban, 
will continue as heretofore to book 
for B. & K. as well as remain 
western booking manager for Pub- 
lix. 


Los Angeles, March 26, 

Sigmund Moos has been reinstat- 
ed to his old job as head of Uni- 
versal studio’s leasing department. 

Veteran employee of the Laemmle 
organization was recently. let .out, 
but when Carl Laemmle, Sr., re- 
turned he was re-hired. 





STOCKTON HOUSE REOPENS 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
After being dark for two months, 
due to a controversy with projec- 
tionists over the number of op- 
erators to be employed, the Fox 
State, Stockton, Cal, reopened 
March 23. 
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R. & F. Dickering With ILL AND INJURED 
Fox on Northwest Deal) a Rass. 
March 26. read of the irners road show de- 


Al Rosenberg and Al Finkelstein, 


Charnass, recently 
Los Angels, 


| partm« nt, is reported ill with pneu- 


operating a number oo theatres | monia, Charnass is a brother-in- 
around Seattle, are negotiating|law of H. M. Warner 

with Fox for the purpose of or- | Katherine Nugent (Mrs. Joseph 
ganizing a separate corporation t Madden) operated upon for append- 
take over houses the two partners| | ; 

own in some of the smaller cities | icitis last week, in the French Hos- 


in the northwest and which come | pital, New York. 

under the Fox-West Coast banner GwendoyviIn Vernon (“Pleasure 
About nine houses in this group, | girl” Co.) recovering from tonsil 

one at Longview and another at] operation. 

Chehalis, Wash. R,. & F. control S : —_ 

several houses in Seattle, but they ame Dare, . & sae Maree 


Bed,” stricken while 
cinnati, March 22. 


playing Cin- 
Appendicitis. 


will not be included in the deal. 





Charlotte Meyers, vaudeville and 
radio singer, is convalescing at her 
home in Detroit after a serious op- 
eration. 

Alida Parks, of 
vaude act, may lose sight of one 
result of injuries received 
in automobile accident in Deming, 
N. M., March 22. She is in Dem- 
ing Hospital. Condition reported 
critical. 


Lamm-Goetz Combine 
Chicago, March 26. 
Julius Lamm, formerly manager 
of Great States’ Rialto and Acad- 
emy, has resigned. He is reported 
purchasing a half interest 
holdings of Leon Goetz, Chicago 
and Wisconsin picture houses op- 
erator, who controls the Moviephone 
sound picture device. 
Pair are reported planning to pre- 
sent sound films at 25 cents top in 
their houses with Moviephone. 


Parks Sisters, 





’ ); eye as 
in the} 


Nellie Gray, formerly of Gray and 
Graham, seriously ill in Emergency 
Hospital, Washington, D. C, 





MARRIAGES 


Galle Darling to Don Ramsey (non- 
pro.), Nashua, N. H., March 23. 


Nancy Ryan to Daniel H. Haynes 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Toner, son, 
Chicago, March 10. Father is prin- 
cipal in ‘‘Music in May.” 











Mr. and Mrs. Mack Gordon, son, (non-pro), March 21, New York 
March 13, at Bay Ridge Sanitarium, | City. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Father is stage - 
and song writer. , 
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer .Bettle- , HERMIE 
heim, March 25, sécond daughter. ‘ 
Birth required a Caesarian opera- 
tion at the Polyclinic Hospital. Both 
doing well. The father is in the box 
oe Se — Box, New York. |} usicaL MASTER of CEREMONIES 
, Direction FANCHON & MARCO 
JUDGMENTS Oakland Theatre, Oakland, Calif. 














‘ Irving Theatre Corp.; B. Altman & Co., 
234 


“John A. Harriss; H. Smith; $10,779.’ 

os eate Kay Prods., Inc.; Arnold Korff; 

gs nine Restaurant Corp.; R. 8. Alevy; 
1 





,661, 
Betty Blythe; A. L. Horner; costs, $94. 
Cleves Kinkead; A. H. Woods; costs, 


$110. 
Richard McCarthy, by gdn.; Luna Park 
Amus. Co., et al.; costs, $111. 





5th Ave. 








will not return until sometime this| Policy is sound pictures. Both) |. PE RS on 91:976; Theatre, 
Junior West Coast Circuit, Ine. week. sides made concessions. Mar. 5, 1929. — a 

















HOUSTON BRANCH 


ANNOUNCES THE COMPLETION OF 


“THE SWAMP SONG” 


A MUSICAL ROMANCE OF LOUISIANA 


Written in Collaboration with America’s Foremost Living Composer 


RLES WAKEFIELD CADMAN 


WITH 


Music by MR. CADMAN 


Written Especially for the New Art of Sound Pictures 











undoubtedly win world fame. 


composition, “At Dawning.” 





The most brilliant name in contemporary American music—the only American com- 
poser whose operas have been honored in pro duction by both the Metropolitan and Chicago 
Opera Companies—now honors a new art with his gifts and genius. 


For his first talking picture he has composed, among others, two numbers which will 
One, a rowing song, rich in rugged melody, can only be 
compared to that sweet classic of Russia, “The Song § ; 
called “The Swamp Song,” is more poignant, more heart arresting than his own beloved 


of the 


Volga Boatman.” The other, 














. WRITE, WIRE OR PHONE 
HOUSTON BRANCH, 1825 North Kingsley Drive, Hollywood, Calif. 


’Phone He. 9598 
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~ Chhe Verdict of Florida will be 
the Opinion of the World «++ 


It’s In The Air! It’s Everywhere! 
The Biggest of Them All 


AT MIAMI—“ Biggest Box- : | 
Office Natural in Years!” " 


“*‘SHOW BOAT? a sensation. Forced to open box-office nine-thirty each morning with 
continuous holdout in terrific rain today till ten-thirty P. M. Public and press comment 
most enthusiastic ever heard. No question but what ‘Show Boat’ BIGGEST BOX-OFFICE 
NATURAL IN YEARS. This is authentic and I don’t mean maybe.” 


—SIDNEY MEYER, 
Capitol Theatre, Miami, Filia. 


AT PALM BEACH=“A Glorious 
Adventure of the Theatre!” 


“‘SHOW BOAT?’ went over like a hurricane at World Premiere Paramount Theatre, 
Palm Beach, Saturday night. Glorious to watch most select audience that ever viewed 
a motion picture sit through sixteen reels entranced, on a sweltering night. Most remark- 
able of all on third day of picture with season completely over ‘Show Boat’ broke the 


house record by a large margin. It is a truly great picture that will have appeal for all 
people everywhere. IT IS A GLORIOUS ADVENTURE OF THE THEATRE.” 


—RICHMOND DORMAN, 
Paramount Theatre, Palm Beach, Fla. 








a 














“Five Shows a Day 
At Two-a-Day Prices!”’ 


Starting on the Tuesday after the opening at Miami, long lines were so wild to see “Show 
Boat” that the theatre began opening at 10 A. M., giving five shows daily—and these at 
two-a-day prices!—and hundreds still were turned away. 


“A Sensation,’ Wires 
William A. Johnston 


From Miami comes this wire from William A. Johnston, editor of Motion Picture News: 
“ ‘Show Boat’ is sensation here. Heartiest congratulations.” 


| 


UNIVERSAL’S TALKING AND SINGING TRIUMPH 


ZIEGFELD STARS A HARRY POLLARD 
Singing ZIEGFELD HITS— Production of EDNA FERBER’S 


Helen Morgan singing “Bill’’ and Siiatetes isueek im , 
“ ’ ° 99, . a bril- 
Can't Help Loving That Man’; liant Universal cast...in action 


Jules Bledsoe singing “Old Man | : 
River’; Aunt Jemima and the ~ CARL LAEMMLES and dialogue. . .headed by Laura 


Ziegfeld Plantation singers ren- SHOW La Plante, Joseph Schildkraut, 
dering “Hey, Feller” and “Come Otis Harlan, Alma Rubens, Emily 
BOAT Fitzroy, Jane La Verne and hun- 


On, Folks”; Jerome Kern’s mu- 
sic; Oscar Hammerstein 2nd’s, dreds of others. Directed, Silent 


lyrics. and Movietone, by Harry Pollard. 


Proudly Presented by CARL are oNenes 


Member, Motion Picture Producers and Dietributors of America, Inc., Will H. Ha President 
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15 WEEKS 2-A-DAY BY FALL 


6 TIME PLAN 
IN AGTUAL FORM 


Palace, Riverside, Brooklyn, 
Chicago, Pittsburgh, De- 
troit and 4 Coast Weeks 
Definite — Big Time on 
Splits as Jump Breakers 
— Vaudfilm as Supple- 
mentary Branch 


SELL TALENT TO PUBLIC 


Two-a-day vaudeville will wage 
a big struggle to come back. 


Under a plan devised by Joseph 
Plunkett, general theatre operator 
of R-K-O, a straight vaude route of 
15 weeks is in the offing. 


Theatres held eligible so far by 
Keith’s are Palace and Riverside, 
New York; Albee, Brooklyn; one 
house (week) each in Boston, Phila- 
deiphia, Pittsburgh, Baltimore, De- 
troit and Chicago; two weeks in 
San Francisco, two in Los Angeles, 
with Denver, Montreal and Toronto 
in the balance. 

Advance figures estimate two 
weeks of towns would be available 
to two-a-day if plA&yed for one, two 
or three days a week. A short date 
and short jump route of more than 
a week in all is seen on the Pacific 
slope, taking in such towns as Port- 
land, Seattle, Spokane, Sacramento, 
San Diego, etc., same quality of 
bills breaking the western jump 
with the two and three-dayers and 
leading up to the four possible 
weeks in Los Angeles and Frisco. 


Seasonal Stands 

Seasonal two-a-day in Miami, 
Palm Beach and like resorts would 
be timely from January to March, 
it is reported believed, and a 12- 
week two-a-day season in Atlantic 
City is highly probable, figuring on 
Opening as late as Easter Week. 

Principal contention is that with 
the rush of showmen and show 
money to the big picture house busi- 
ness, there is now an open field for 
vaude through special attractions. 
The big stage presentation, the big 
picture and all the lavish incident- 
ais combined in the big picture 
house seems here to stay. 

Vaude'’s chance is in selling vaude 
and attractions, and vaude is now 
conceded its best chance to come 
back since the day it began to slip. 
The day before that day vaude 
Was as a theatre staple—supreme— 
at least vaude thought so and made 
propaganda of that belief. 

The conviction on which depends 
the restoration of two-a-day by 
R-K-O is that after having viewed 
everything possible in $15,000 worth 
of costumes, scenery and pictures 
combined weekly in one show in 
the picture places, the public should 
now be open for a weekly buy of 
$15,000 or thereabouts in talent. 

Necessity of building up a suffi- 
client number of attractions to con- 
tinuously feed such a circuit would 
be highly beneficial to the actor. Be- 
Sides the return of the much de- 
sired two-a-day form of vaude, it 
Would cause vaude to manufacture 
its own names. 

Recruiting Division 

Legit and musical shows would 
be drawn from to fill the gaps, with 
these shows replete with names and 
the names generally willing to 
listen. 

Additionally Plunkett's 
Plan, a special contact division 
Would be in constant touch with 
Possibilities for yvaude yet outside 
of vaude. 

The list of acts now in vaude 
would be analyzed for the specific 
Purpose of discovering such acts 
as could be moulded into potential 
headliners with the proper exploi- 
tational efforts behind them. Acts 
now calling for $1,000 in vaude 
could be built into valuable headlin- 
ers. Other acts now rating as low as 
$500 are i: line as draw acts with 
the proper push. 

There are instances where vaude 
has done so in the past, but few 


under 








and far between. Often when 
building its own names in the past 
vaude lost those names through its 
tactics. 

Nan Halperin was an exclusive 
vaude headliner and a drawing 
name at $600 a week. They tied 
her to a three-year contract and 
made her a headliner with special 
exploitation. The slight cost of 
that exploiting was more than re- 
gained through Miss Halperin's 
drawing ability that was brought 
out by exploitation. 

Vaude’s field of acts to draw 
from and exploit is endless. 


How Morris Worked 


William Morris brought over nu- 
merous small English vaude acts 
and made stars out of them in 
America by investing the differ- 
ence between their salaries and the 
salary of the average headliner in 
publicity. In the end the differ- 
ence always came back. 


On the other hand, acts demand- 
ing and getting top notch salaries» 
have meant little in vaude because 
they were not properly sold, 


Through the manner in which 
R-K-O’s vaude and picture sub- 
sidiaries are tied up, the latter 
could be drawn from as well as the 
legit. Radio will enter the com- 
petition. R-K-O has already drawn 
from the radio for such names as 
Rudy Vallee, Happiness Boys and 
Little Jack Little. 

R-K-O’s two-a-day plan is in 
mind for exercise next season. 

The “pop” form of vaude (with 
films), now almost exclusive on 
the Keith circuit, is also getting its 
share of attention from R-K-O. His 
thorough tour of the East, West 
and middle West and adjustment of 
sound and silent picture policies in 
all Keith theatres completed, 
Plunkett is now working toward a 
medium of vaudeville and acts 
necessary to his houses, 


Houses Graded in Type 


Each theatre and town on the 
R-K-O circuit has been distinctly 
classified by Plunkett as to suit- 
ability to vaude and type of vaude. 
Similar complete classification was 
drawn from the picture angle. 

Obvious object in Plunkett's re- 
construction plan for Keith’s is the 
proper balance of shows, whether 
two-a-day straight vaude or vaud- 
films. To meet this~end, in towns 
preferring pictures to vaude the 
film end will be built up and the 
vaude reduced in accordance; in 
contrasting spots proceedure will be 
reversed, Where evenly balanced 
programs are desired, that balance 
will be ascertained as nearly as 
possible. 

All houses will work with ap- 
pointed budgets, the amount to be 
exceeded only in extraordinary in- 
stances, and then not without fore- 


thought. 
Through his own divisional man- 
agers Plunkett will secure the 


nearest thing to personal contact 
with the entire circuit. 

Current practice of draining cer- 
tain houses to strengthen others 
will be eliminated, Plunkett stated. 
Once a theatre’s necessary balance 
is established, the balance cannot 
be violated by a _ slow-thinking 
booker. In the future bookers who 
have been slighting one house to 
favor another, though both on the 
same book, will be instructed to ad- 
here to a definite type of show for 
each house and get that show set 
to allow sufficient time for exploita- 
tion. 

Booking Shifts Out 

A recent instance of this sort of 
juggling was particularly harmful 
to the State-Lake, Keith house in 
Chicago. An act booked to open 
there on Sunday was switched to 
the Palace Saturday after billed 
and advertised to appear at the 
State-Lake. That act, a name act, 
might have meant considerable dif- 
ference to the State-Lake’s gross 
that week, while at the Palace 
meant little through not being gen- 
erally known as on the bill. 

Plunkett’s ruling and belief is 
that one house is in no way less 
important than another, and that 
each must be protected and regard- 
ed as an individual theatre with its 
own special requirements; that the 
advertising of acts that do not ap- 
pear because of booking emergency 
is a manner of breaking faith with 
the patronage. 

Under the co-operative sys- 
tem there now seems to be more 
harmony between the booking and 


, 
Overtime for 3, $1,480 





Chicago, March 26. 

Three picture operators split 
$1,480 for overtime in the 
State-Lake (R-K-O) booth last 
week, in addition to full scale 
salaries for regular time. 

The profiting boys were 
working with sound at the 
State-Lake for the first time, 
house installing a talker policy 
last week. 


Salary From $750 to 
$2,500 on Screen Hit 


Los Angeles, March 26. 


Charlie King has received an 
offer from E. 8S. Keller, his New 
York agent, to appear at Keith's 
Palace in that city week of April 7 
for $2,500. 

King is now appearing in Metro's 
film revue. He may take the vaude 
engagement for personal satisfac- 
tion if able to secure a leave of ab- 
sence from the studio. 














When Charlie King previously 
appeared at the Palace, New York, 
his salary was $750. In his first 
talking picture, “The Broadway 
Melody,” King personally scored, 
resulting in a term contract from 
M-G-M and the Keith offer at the 
heavy tilt. 


N. V. A. Drive Shorts 


Bert Lytell has been picked to 
make the introductory screen ad- 
dress for NVA week in the vaude- 
ville and picture houses. Preced- 
ing a list of sound shorts on each, 
Lytell will briefly outline the pur- 
pose of the drive with following 
shorts to entertain as the baskets 
are passed, 

Any special clips to be made will 
be cameraed and miked at the 
Pathe New York. studios with 
everything sound-on-film. 

Whether the campaign managers 
will delve into already marketed 
shorts for excerpts as additions to 
the list isn’t known at present, al- 
though this is as probable as rea- 
sonable, 











JESSEL’S VAUDE FLYER 


George Jessel will stage a brief 
return to vaude (Keith’s) on a two- 
week booking. 

Dates are Palace, Chicago, April 
14, and Memorial, Boston, following. 








operation divisions of Keith's than 
at any time in the circuit’s exist- 
ence, 

At the meeting of representatives 
of seven independent circuits book- 
ing through Keith’s with Hiram S. 
Brown in New York last week, the 
current situation as standing be- 
tween Keith’s and the indies was 
canvassed in detail. 

Among other booking problems, 
possible revival of two-a-day with 
co-operation from the independents 
was favorably mentioned. 

At the session were Ike Libson of 
Cincinnati and that territory; Fred 


Schanberger, Baltimore; Charlie 
Freeman, for Interstate; Walter 
Vincent, of Wilmer & Vincent; 


Denny Harris, of Pittsburgh; Mike 
Shea, of Buffalo, and F. F. Proctor. 

No mention of a possible R-K-O 
buy or attempt to buy the indies 
represented, and seemingly no deal 
of that nature was associated with 
the trip to New York. Whether 
deals were discussed privately be- 
tween R-K-O and the visitors indi- 
vidually was not disclosed, but held 
likely. 

Brown informed the indies that 
the poor class of bills generally 
played along the independent line 
has done much to injure the Keith 
name, 

The attempt by Brown and others 
to elevate the name of the circuit 
is regarded as another process in 
the coming general build-up of 
vaude, combination and two-a-day. 

Riverside goes back to two-a-day 
this Sunday (March 31), muffling 
its sound equipment, 


Soph and Belle Tie in R-K-O Voting: 
2 Flights of § Acts on Air Apr. 2-9 





Small Town of 65,000 
Pays Tom Mix $7,750 


Chicago, March 26. 

Tom Mix has been booked for a 
four-day personal appearance at 
Great States’ Coronada in Rock- 
ford, 65,000 population, on a basis 
of $7,750 for a week. He opens 
April 21. 

Jackie Coogan goes into the same 
house for four days starting April 





7. With the Palace in Rockford 
using Keith vaude bills, the 
Coronada has to use stage pre- 


sentations and is working its draw 
through names. 





Carr’s Banjo Costs Hotel 
$490, But No Damages 


After carrying its case up on ap- 
peal, the Hotel Manger again lost 
a decision to Sammy Carr, the star 
of Sammy Carr's Lobby Parties in 
the foyer of the Brooklyn Para- 
mount. Carr had his banjo stolen 
from the hostelry and sued the 7th 
Ave. Hotel Corp., corporate owners 
of the Manger, for $1,000 to include 
the original list price of the banjo, 
which was $490, and for bookings he 
lost through the theft of the in- 
strument. 

Manger offered to give Carr $290 
or replace his banjo, stating they 
could get almost a duplicate of the 
model, and in virtually the same 
condition, for $290. The jury took 
the position that Carr’s handling of 
his banjo, its wearing down to fit 
his touch and technique, lent an 
added significance and value to the 
instrument and decided that the full 
price be awarded him. They did 
not allow damages Carr had lost on 
an m. c. berth for Harry W. Crull 
at the Branford, Newark. 





80 One-Nighters in Tent 
For Pyles’ Vaude Troupe 


A vaude troupe for 80 consecutive 
one-night stands in a tent is being 
engaged by C. C. Pyle as an added 
attraction for his cross-country 
“bunion derby.” The bad dog and 
lame gam race is booked to start 
March 30 in Elizabeth, N. J., and 
finish in Venice, Cal., 80 days later 
if running to schedule. 

Vaude troupe will give one night 
performance in each of the 80 burgs 
along with personal appearance of 
the runners, if the latter run fast 
enough to keep up. 

The players will make the jumps 
in a bus and sleep and eat in a 
tent, 





Mae West in Vaude 


Charles Morrison has arranged 
Mae West for vaude, to open for 
Keith’s upon shelving of “Diamond 
Lil.” 

Show is now on a run in Chi- 
cago. 

Mae hasn’t been in the variety 
slabs for several years, since going 
legit in “Sex.” 





Youngest Cantor Dated 


David Putterman, 21, proclaimed 
as “the world’s youngest cantor,” is 
entering vaude. He has a Keith 
booking last half this week at the 
Hamilton, New York, as a starter. 

Putterman is cantor at Temple 
Israel, Washington Heights, New 
York. 





GEORGE DEWEY ACQUITTED 
Los Angeles, March 26. 

George Dewey Washington, color- 
ed singer, was acquitted by Munici- 
pal Judge McDill of manslaughter 
in connection with the death of 
Irma Reese, colored waitress, in an 
auto accident. 

Charge was dismissed on the 
ground that evidence upheld the 
verdict of exoneration by coroner's 





jury. 


Two single women, Belle Baker 
and Sophie Tucker, tied for the 
lead in the final standing of R-K-O 
voting contest for the most popular 
radio bill. 

The first eight in the standing 
will partake in the April 2 R-K-O 
exploitation hour over the NBC 
hook-up with the second eight on 
a second bill the following week. 
Follow-up broadcast was decided 
on by Keith's because of the close 
grouping of the leaders. 

Votes were cast by patrons of 
all Keith vaude theatres, naming 
eight acts on each ballot. 

R-K-O programs of April 2 and 
9 will be among the strongest in 
radio’s history if the line-up of tal- 
ent as named in the voting is ad- 
hered to. The broadcasts are with- 
out compensation for the acts, 
Keith’s offering exploitation for the 
participants as well as for vaude in 
general. 

Those receiving 15,000 or more 
votes in the contest running for 
three weeks: 


Belle Baker...... evcescccccesccesce 20,320 
Sophine Tucker.....ccccccess seceeee 20,326 
Van and Schenck....cscscscessece + 20,187 
GR “Walbatic oc voccdsbisizesiciacs « 20,143 
Warings’ Pennsylvanians (band)... 20,067 
Vincent Lopez (hand)........cece. « 7,813 
Ted Lewis (band). .......cse. eoecee 19,777 
oo ae 7 a eescceteceeccse 39,708 
Leatrice Joy...... ececcceccsscccece 39,000 
Ben Bernie (band).....ccccessseccee 19,509 
Happiness Boys...... eevccccsccccce 19,426 
Illini: Bane.«re> Steer ee et tenet tenes 19,344 
Kate. SIR. 08kcic00sestedeodseccec 19,207 
Miss Peiciictckidbotbiodsncccs 19,108 
Joseph Regan seewes seeecceteeeececes 19,008 
Little Jack Little...ccscseceseccees 19,087 
Gilda Gray......... eoscee ereee 19.076 
Mae Samuels, ccccvccecscscceccccccce _ 2,301 
Charles Ray......ccces teettceccecee 15,488 
Trixie Friganza....... ecccccce eceee 16,477 
Fannie Ward.......; erecceressecese 18,470 
i oe ee eseseteces eee 18,266 
Weamie WeleWe. <icic: os ecdebeovessec.. Se 
Tuas Fas -ciccesee eoerecesvoes cove 18.100 
Wilt Mahoney.......ccccccccecsecece 18,158 
George Olsen (band)...c.ccccccccese 18,043 
Galla wins catbenmenia etecesecsese 17,950 
SEG. Sccccccctes seeescescesece 17,947 
Duncan Sistere....... teeeseescesees 17,942 
ae Denes» i in os sevocccccccces 17,41 
Olsen and Johnson...... etteeseeces 17,826 
Cae. EE, . covdace cicwws eoccsess 17,774 
Irene Franklin...... ccc reececcece + 17,484 
CUS. TWRRNORc cies kce védbeadecs seve 17,484 
Nan Halperin...... Cececcccese eceee 17,490 
Winnie Lightner............ Seceve « 17,480 
Peeves COME. vekas cochacaatscheenia © 16,477 
TM, « oak cceatiadtaen. tun « 16,475 
Mt MOUND. oc ckcéh ai tidesivabsins «+ 16,47] 
Jackie Sa kne's cc acasbdcene sovee 16,160 
et ee eeseovesene + 16,459 
Mae Murray....... seecesecerseerece 16,458 
Egan's Redheads........ ebecédess « 16,452 
Henry Santry (hand)......... sococe 16,451 
Joe Laurie, Jr............. eeecevece « 16,146 
Glenn and Jenkins........... toveee 16,039 
Harry Fox....... eteeces eetéecdes «+ 15,828 
Herb Williams. ........ccccece ecese 15,724 
Pe Te oo icocntdcccs cel + 15,400 
MP OE GN. oi. occcctcces can. +» 15,401 
Art Landry (band)...........+.. eee 15,578 
nn, 5 ES eseee 15,562 
De SUNN a kccdtccticccban eeree 13,356 
i. DONNL Sivec cs ceecetentenun ee 15,341 
Walter McNally.......... seseceeeee 15,322 


Kitty Doner...... CSc deccvecees eee 15,320 


eran Crumiticssserseseessese scene 15,315 
ae NT crencha ececcceececes 

ge CE ities attains: wi he. ini 
Lita Grey Chaplin.................. 15,176 


Only those acts under contract to 
R-K-O for vaude, pictures or radio 
are in Keith's oflictal count if voted 
for, or acts currently playing in ary 
of the three R-K-O subsidiaries. 
Any votes received in New York 
by Keith's publicity department 
after the apnearance of the above 
citicia! standing will not be con- 
sidered. 
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First NBC Studio Act Due | 
In New York Next Week 


os. ee ee 





For his second week at 
ace, New York, 
be the band fe: 
in the NBC 
of seris 
tween 
and 


the Pal- | 
Vincent Lopez will | 
iture “A Night 
Studio” first 
ee | 


; co 
Ling 


of 
act 
tle- 
Broadcas 
fl: 


of direct 
the National 
RKO. This is the 


a Ss ips 


Co ish act 





GOVERNOR CASE 


OF RHODE ISLAND 


in a Letter to 


MERCEDES} 





“This is the third time } 
have seen you and ! have 
every time wondered more at 
your amazing demonstration. 

3 - « « The whole act was not 
only entertaining but intrigu- 
: ing in the extreme... .” 
NORMAN S. CASE, | 
t Governor. | 
| | 
| | 
‘The Reason Is Obvious’ 


Mar. 24, Keith’s, Louisville §) 
Mar. 28, Keith’s, Dayton 


which 


| famed 
| appearance 8. 


i He 
| the 
| sends the 


Smith replacing 


also be 
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the Inter-Woven 
and Ernest Hare, 
nee the Hi: peta ss Boys, and 
Gladys ti among the radio- 
feat ires making personal 
Phillips Carlin, the 
WEAF and 


have 
Jones 


will 
Pair; Billy 


NBC announcer 
WJZ ne 
Lope Zz 
may 
extending the ori 


over 
will n 
ently at the Pal 


tworks 
is « I 
stay three 
eng ent, 

With Radio and it! 
NBC will fashion flash 
featuring in the metropolitan 
starting them the 
A switch in the booking 
Ourainskey ballet 
next week with 
at the Palace. 
Allen and Nellie Breen 
on the bill with the 
‘arlin WEAF act. 


azgem 


Ke mergea 


acts for 
P alac e 
Monday 
to the 
Kate 
Les- 
will 
Phil- 


houses, at 


Riverside 
ter 


lips ¢ 





Barton’s Palace Steenth 
James Barton now lead in “Bur- 
lesque,” will play another Palace 
(Keith's) repeat, weeks of April 21- 








The Singing Ace of Hearts 


HALIL 


The Master 


MYSTICISM 


In prelude, ad of later date in Variety re 
‘ording greatest ad ever written, announcing 
greatest act ever givcn us, Those abte w it 
read may well sing, the Spirit, not a man 


will there speak. So being true act can play 
only to audiences of womanhood, at right 
time, in right way, in right place. When is 


monknt to one, of much to 
unknown to them. With sincere best 
to Mrs. Balaban, well have you raised 


not known, not of 
many, 
vishes 


your oldest boy, our Abe, too the little angels 
and Brucie, bonnie wee bairnie dee. We al! 
Ieve you all, showfolks Are that way 





RKO | 
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Some One Died There 


= 

| 

| 

| An indie agent was trying 
to get a big act for a date at 

Steinway Hall at Astoria, L. I. 

| Through his office rang the 














cry: “Anybody got a name for 
Steinway Hall the last half?” 
Came the loud reply: “Yeah, 
Undertaking Parlor.” 
. i 
_| Another Fox Goes Vaude| 
The Fox theatre, Detroit, playing 


big scale presentations, will 
playing four acts on a split week 
basis, April] 6, booked by Jack Loeb 
in the New York Fox office. The 
house will retain the permanent 32 
girls who wil] appear in special 


start 


| numbers. 


Loeb also starts placing five acts 
split in the Elm Street theatre, 
Worcester, the same week. This 
house for some time has been play- 
ing a Keith policy. 





EDDIE LEONARD’S “LANE” 
Los Angeles, March 26. 











Eddie Leonard will be featured 
| by Universal in “Harmony Lane,” 
| starting April 8. Robert Hill 
| directs, 

Story is from “The Understand- 
er,” by Joseph Swerling, adapted 
| by J. G. Hawkes and Hill. 





- 
Mirsky Sticks 
Harry Mirsky, reported having 





left the management of “Step 
Al ong’ (Mutual), is still with the 
show. 


| 
| 





as 








— , 
Schadiiilie’’ Full Leciethi F. & M. Units East j 
Feature Sounds Tricky Los Angeles, March 26. { 
Fanchon and Marco inaugurate | 
The three Schnozzles, Clayton, | their Eastegn invasion April 16, 
Jackson and Durante, have made a with first n@w stand the Colorado, | 
test for Fox Movietone with a full] penver. 
jlength feature in the offing. Their Units will jump from Salt Lake | 
two test numbers, “Jimmie, the |/t  penver, and after the week there 
| Well Dr ssed Man,” and “My go direct into Chicago for two 
Street are desirous of general re- weeks. First “idea” to open Denver 
lease by Fox, but the boys are will be “Rollin’ On.” 
holding out for the full length pro- 
duction 
The test includes a close-up of 
the Shnozzles-— 


t 


I 


mid-April to appear in vaudeville. 


ewis in his first Vitaphone feature 
for 


no kiddin’. 


VERA GORDON SAILING 
March 26. 
London in 


Los Angeles, 
Vera Gordon sails for 


She 
ures 


also will do a couple of pic- 
British International. 


lor 





Alice Day Opposite Lewis 
Los Angeles, March 26. 


Alice Day will be opposite Ted 





Warners. 








-e- 











Theatrical Executive, con- A A 
trolling large booking offices : a eS / 
with offices in New York, Cley os Versatile 
Chicago and Boston, wishes ||| Original Entertainer 
to affiliate himself, either with [|]Sensational Rendering a ' 
ae! agpocssisal his organization, 1! Comedian Delightfully 
with some large organization. Sealasil te 7 New Sty le of 
An excellent opportunity to ac- : > ‘ 
quire a going concern is offered. Appeal yt prongs 
Box 40, Variety, New York 

R-K-O CIRCUIT 
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TWO GORGEOUS GIRLS | 


JANE and KATHERINE LE 


(THE FAMOUS LEE KIDS) 
Whom You All Know Since Their Baby Days in Motion Pictures 


If You Want to See Real Youth, Real Voices, Singing or Talking, Real Beauty, Look in at the 


JEFFERSON, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (March 28-31) 


Booked by EDWARD S. KELLER 





Material by EUGENE CONRAD 
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Building Small Time West as Move 


To Aid in Big Time's Comeback 





Chicago Bookers Start 


Theatres—Developing 
Chicago, March 26. 
Energetic attempt to build up 


R-K-O’s new Family Department 
fn the west will have approximate- 
fy 14 weeks and 25 to $0 theatres 
as a foundation. Plans and details 
faid out thus far were officially 
ganctioned last week, with Ben 
Piazza, Keith's general western 
booking manager, in New York to 


eonferA with H. S. Brown and 
Georg@® Godfrey. 

Appointment of Biily Diamond, 
local independent vaude _ booker, 


was accompanied by the release of 
Andy Talbot and Lester Gunst, 
looked on as the start of a general 
elean out prior to reconstruction of 
the western pop vaude department 


ef Keith's. 
Throughout the rebuilding proc- 
ess, according to R-K-O execs, 


there will be constant vigilance to 
avoid the mistakes in booking and 
operation that ruined the once im- 
portant W. V. M. A. Among the 
ruinous methods of the past, those 
of Heiman stood first, and most 
were carried out by Kahl, another 
“Heiman man,” but with enough of 
his own personality to be a handi- 
cap to the general morale of the 
local Keith organization. 


Houses Spending $1,200 


Diamond will have complete 
charge of the Family Department, 
but under Piazza'’s direct super- 
vision, Percy Moore, with Diamond 
on the outside, joins Keith's as his 
assistant. 

All theatres spending $1,200 and 
under for bills will be included in 
the Family group. Three houses 
announced by Joseph Plunkett to 
be turned over to Diamond are 
Seventh Street, Minneapolis; 
Grand, St. Louis, and Belmont, Chi- 
cago. Jules J, Rubens, vice-presi- 
ent and general manager of Great 
(States, will contribute the Decatur, 
Bloomington and Quincy, all IL 
houses of his circuit to Keith’s. The 
four and a half weeks of time 
booked outside by Diamond are 
toming in with the booker, 

A standing 
start is that Family salaries will 
have no bearing on the fifth (“big 
time”) floor of the State-Lake 
building, and vice versa. Ruling is 
similar to that in effect in Keith's 


(Continued on page 37) 


order issued at the) 


with 14 Weeks and 30 
Machine for 2-a-Day 


+ 





East, West Division 
Of Agents Absolute 


tefusal by Keith’s to grant the 


Simon Agency (Chicago) an east- 
ern franchise stands as a general 
ruling for all Keith agents. The 


vice versa maxim restricting east- 
ern R-K-O agents to the east only 
goes for the entire list of franchise 
holders, east and west. 

Simons has made several futile 
attempts to transfer operations to 
New York. . Each time the 
was advised to stay in Chicago and 
away from New York where the 
agency list is already top heavy. 

Sanctioned co-operation between 
Chicago and New York agencies 
and the split commission agreement 
takes the place of two offices under 
one franchise. 

Paddy Schwartz, assistant to 
Simmons, remains in the same 
capacity with Bierbauer while also 
booking. 


office 


Film Revue’s Cast 

M-G-M's sound sci will 
have a mixture of stage and screen 
people in the cast, notably Conrad 
Nagel, Bessie Love, Charles King, 
Marion Harris, Marion Davies, Gus 
Edwards, Brox Sisters and Four 
founders. 


i bevVde 


Sammy Lee is staging the dances; 
a host of songsmiths are contribut- 
ing the special material and num- 
bers, and Arthur Lange is arrang- 
ing the music. 

M-G-M will call this revue “Hol- 
lvwood Frolics of 1929." Release 
date about June 1. 


Dinner for R-K-O Mgrs. 


All the R-K-O and Proctor thea- 


tre managers will attend a _ beef- 
steak dinner Wednesday night, 
March 27, at 10 o'clock, in the 
Prince George Hotel, 28th street, 
N. Y. There will be no entertain- 
ment. It has been -several years 


since the managers 
get-together event. 





Rooneys Back in Vaude 
Pat Rooney and family have com- 
pleted their six talking shorts for 
Universal and will return to vaude- 
ville, 
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ion the stage. 
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An M. C.’s Idea 


Detroit, March 26. 

Recently a New York master 
of ceremonies arrived here at 
night. Seeing a big “M. C.” 
electric sign he turned to his 
friend and said, “They even 
got a building for us guys in 
this town.” 

It is the Michigan 
depot. 


Minn. Juvenile Act 
Bill Sets 10-Year Age 


Minneapolis, March 

It 12 quarts of milk, 3 
pounds of butter, 3 dozen eggs, 10 
loaves of bread, 3 pecks of potatoes 
and $2.50 of meat daily to 
feed the Geuld Family, 
ville troup 


Central 











26. 


required 


worth 
a vaude- 
comprising the father 
mother and eight children. 

This was the testimony given be- 


fore the state senate public wel- 


fare committee by Jay Gould of 
Montevideo, Minn., the father. He 
appeared to protest against the 


proposed law to prohibit the ap- 
pearance of children under 16 years 
of age in stage performances. 
Besides operating a small movie 
theatre in Montevideo. Gould told 
the commitee, he takes the troupe 
out every summer, presenting a re- 


vue of singinfi, dancing, comedy 
and instrumental music. Photo- 
play and vaudeville houses over 


the Northwest are played and the 
earnings from this source, coupled 
with his theatre income, enable him 
to feed and educate the big family, 
Gould said. 

Five of the children appearing in 
the act are under 16 years, and if 
the bill passes the act will be 
broken up and it will be necessary 
to put the youngsters to work at 
another occupation, Gould said. The 
summer tours, he declared, not only 
provide needed revenue for 
family exchequer, but also was a 
the 
children. 

Representing F. & R., Theodore 
L. Hayes suggested a compromise 
to give the state industrial com- 
mission greater power in granting 
permits for appearances of children 
During house hear- 
ings on the bill, however, propo- 
nents rejected this compromise. 
The house bill was finally amended 
to provide that no children under 
10 years may appear in theatrical 
performances, but that. children 
from 10 to 14 may appear for two 
weeks at vacation time. 
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12 More Keith Agents Are Let 


$1 


Out, 


VARIETY 





3 Franchises Modified, One Quits 





Max Hart Once More 
Franchised by Keith’s 


Hart 


has been 


granted an 
agency franchise and will return 
to Keith's. Hart was barred from 
the Keith booking floors six years 
igo under his own protest. 

For that expulsion Hart sued 
Keith's for $1,000,000 on the triple 
damage clause of the anti-trust 
laws, but was not upheld in the 
Federal courts. 

Hart’s new agency franchise 
classes him as an “office head,” per- 
mitted to book on both booking 
floors, and with the usual asso- 
ciates. When reported in Variety 
lust week that Hart had been of- 
fered a return ticket to Keith's, 


understanding was that Hart, who 
has been doing quite well, from re- 
ports, on the outside, was unwill- 
ing to accept Keith's restrictive 
arrangement and wanted to main- 
tain independent connections. 

Raiph Farnum was offered a sim- 
ilar franchise by RKO but turned 
it down, with Jerry Cargill also re- 
jecting the circuit’s bid of a 
straight franchise. Cargill is a pic- 
ture house agent with whom Earl 
Saunders was affiliated before the 
latter joined Publix. 

When Max isn’t on the floor him- 
self selling acts his list will be 


handled by Eddie Resnick, who 
served his booking apprenticeship 
with Aaron Kessler, Young Res- 


nick is Hart’s nephew. 


Finn Goes California 
Los Angeies, March 26. 
Mickey Finn who was in partner- 
ship with John Moore in the opera- 
tion of the Temple, Rochester, N. 
Y.. and who managed the house 
also for a great many years is the 
latest of the theatrical contingent 
to become a resident of Los Angeles. 
To show that his intentions were 
serious Finn bought considerable 
Hollywood property and is building 
an apartment house on one of his 
lots. 


Chicago, March 26. 
Divorce on grounds of cruelty was 
obtained last week by Mrs. Johnny 


Jones from the manager of Mar- 
cus Loew's western office in Chi- 
cago. 


The suit was uncontested. Mar- 
riage was in 1923, and separation 
a few weeks ago. 
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Latest wholesale of 
and 


en- 


clean-out 
iffects 18 
13 tossed 


Keith's 
issociates, 
out 
Breaking the bad news was de- 
scribed by George Godfrey, Keith's 
head booker, as “a tough job.” The 
ousted agents were informed that as 
their 


ith 


with 


incomes through booking on 
the Keith floor were not evidence 
that they were making a living, 


they seemingly were wasting their 
time as Keith agents. Godfrey also 
mentioned in several cases too much 
outside activity to permit sufficient 
devotion to Keith agenting. 

The dozen whose connections with 


Keith’s were entirely severed are 
Frank Evans, Norman Jeffries, 
Claude Bostock, Sol Turek, Sam 


Shannon, Paul Duraud, Jack Lewis, * 
Dave Sablosky, Phil Morris, Nat So- 
bel, Phil Bush, Charles Wilshin, 
Roger Murrell. 

Status Changed 


Jack Bell was relieved of his 
agency franchise, but will be re- 
tained as a producer and permitted 
to book his self-produced acts with 
Keith's, but nothing else. Another 
agent whose calling was changed to 
producer is Alex Gerber, who will 
represent the producing end of the 
Keller office. 

As alternative of going out, Ben 
Burke and Milt Lewis agreed to 
pair off as a team under a joint 
franchise. 

George Choos, the legit and vaude 
producer as well as agent, handed 
in his resignation to Keith's, effec- 
tive May 1, with an explanation that 
through outside engagements he is 
not in a position to devote suffi- 
cient time and energy to Keith's, 





Rogers’ Day of Rest 


Plenty of backstage grief at the 
Palace, New York, on Monday. 
They started switching the show 
and it spotted Bud Harris and 
Radcliff preceding Vincent Lopez, 
who expressed himself displeased 
with following the colored team. 

In addition, that team was alleged 
to have adapted the Ritz Brothers’ 
comedy speech, getting a squawk 
from that trio. Elmer Rogers, the 
manager, finally adjusted matters. 





Ebey Critically It 


Oakland, Cal,, March 26. 
George Ebey, owner of the Fulton 
theatre, is in a critical condition 
following a major operation per- 
fomed last Wednesday at the Provi- 
dence Hospital. 



































WITH 


RUBY NORTON 


CLARENCE SENNA 


in “FAMOUS BLONDES” 
By NEVILLE FLEESON 


New act 


THE LATE 





includes costumed 


LILLIAN RUSSELL 


Acknowledged by critics as: “By far the greatest act of her career” 


impressions of 
THE FAMOUS 


MME... JERITZA 


AND EVERYBODY’S FAVORITE 
SOPHIE 'TUCKER 


WARNING 


HARRY A. ROMM 
R.-K.-O. Rep. 








HARRY FOSTER 
English Rep. 


The title “FAMOUS BLONDES” and all of 
this material fully copyrighted and protected 


WM. MORRIS 
Independent Rep. 


RETURNING TO ENGLAND SEPT. 16, 1929 
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iu THIRSTY 4 KISSES- 


— HUNGRY & LOVE 


LONELY, WITH ONLY, JUST ME 
YLOU DAVIS de FREDO _COOTFS 




















sy eaten t 7 
Im thirst-y for kiss-es, Im hung-ry for love, And lone-ly, with 
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My luck al-ways miss-es, 
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kiss - es, The best things in life are not free. Old Mis - ter 








on high, Its use-less if Zs 
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Im thirst-y for kiss ~ es, 














bung-ty for love... And lorie-ly, with on « ly ‘just TE, aenomee 


Copyright MCMXXVIII by M. Witmark & Sons 
International Copyright Secured 


THEME -HIT from FIRST NATIONAL VITAPHONE 
PICTURE “WHY BE GOOD?” 
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THAT TUNEFUL NOVELTY FOX TROT HIT 


DANCE of the 


by JOHNNY TUCKER JOE sculis’ 
en Ce ee On Oe BALLAD SUPREME 


The DAWN BROUGHT ME LOVE ayo YOU 


by LYNN MERRICEK RICHARD KOUNTZ 





¢ 


THEME SONG FROM FIRST NATIONALS “LOVE ano rHe DEVIL’ IMPOSSIBLE TO Miss WIT 


GIOVANN A [ls WHOOPEE: 


by RICHARD MOUNTZ JOSEF PAST BERNAICO by JACK MESKILL 


CHICAGO, Clarence Parrish, 910 Woods Bldg. 
PHILADELPHIA, Rennie Cormack, 1118 Chestnut St. 
BOSTON, Tom Martin, 181 Tremont St. 


PITTSBURGH, Ben Fields 
ST. LOUIS, Elmer McDonald, Ambassador Theatre Bldg. 1650 BROADW 
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RUDY VALLEE’S FOX 
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ANNOUNCE 


ADDITIONAL ; WITMARK § OFFICE/S 


JUST OPENED + 





SHES / LOVE 


4¥/ MONTY SIEGEL 


LISTED, BELOW 


COMING TO 
THE FRONT RAPIDLY 


CHAS. ROSOFF 
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EFRAIN Tenderly 
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your re - turn- ing; Love you kin - dled, 




















how it has dwin-died, Leav-ing just 


Ash-es of 
Copyright MCMXXVIII by M Witmark & Sons 
International Copvright Secured 
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PER DOLLS 


and 


TROT 


- JUST HEAR THIS WONDERFUL 










HIT. BALLAD 


BY DAY — — = 


JOHN SIRAS ~ 
SENSATION 


Mi 


HONEST IM IN LOVE WITH YOU 


JOE SCHUSTER 47 






THIS ONE +++ A RIOT 71 


ae BERNARD 


[ARK & SONS 


ADWAY, NEW YORK 


JOHNNY 


THEME SONG from 


sBOOM BOOM) Ines" SMILE LIKE POU IKY 


by JUSTIN JOHNSON 


DENVER, Jos. L. Mann, 1527 Champa St. 
MINNEAPOLIS, Phil Ford, 1101 First Ave. 

KANSAS CITY, Phil Funkhouser, 1820 Wyandotte St. 

LOS ANGELES, Art Schwartz, Majestic Theatre Bldg. 


1UCEE x RUDY VALLEE 


ANNO 


UNITED TIST’S “ALIBI” 


ENDIE FRAZIE RO 


DETROIT, Will Collins, 901 Wurlitzer Bldg. 
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Pacific Coast Hooked 


Into R-K-O Broadc 


R-K-O W t coast divisior 
be back in the national h 
the R-K-O exploitational 
broadcasting or Apri > and 
Tuesday thereaft: 

Keith's Pacifis houses’ 
ether programs uve been stri 


aril 
h | . 


de} K-O April 2, w! 


VAUDEVILLE 
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j il d it Lo rmrevivus sale of the 
| time ff KFI (NBC), Los Angeles, SIMMONS WITS 
ast which station carries the R-K-O 
| exploitation. Broadcast in New 
|} York from 11 to 12 p. m., the week- 9 
ly radio bills are received in Cal- KEITH'S AGAIN 
fornia and vicinity three hours 


(Coast time). The KFI pe- 
| riod of from eight to nine p. m. on 
| Tuesdays will be available to R- 


en commercial con- 


Danny Simmons has resigned as 
a Keith booker for the second time 
within a year. 


tract expires 








The 





At R-K-0 Palace (Week March 24) 


Second Return Engagement 


° . aid 
Within 4 Weeks ae etinent Kenmore, Madison, Rich- 


BUD HARRIS 
and RADCLIFF 


Featuring LITTLE PAUL 


Miniature Bill Robinson 


When leaving last week, Sim- 
mons was booking nine theatres in 
New York and vicinity, all vaud- 
film splits. 

Simmons’ successor will be Charles 
| Bierbauer, assistant to George God- 
|frey, head booker of Keith's. While 
booking, Bierbauer, a former agent, 
|will remain nominally as Godfrey's 
The houses he will book are 





|}mond Hill, Flushing, Chester, White 
Plains (Proctor’s), Fordham 
Coliseum, 

Simmons’ future plans are unde- 
termined thus far, though he w:il 
take a brief rest now. He has had 
several offers, one of them reported 
to have partially prompted his 
; resignation from Keith's. 

Dan Simmons returned to Keith's 
last fall after his first resignation. 
He was appointed supervisor of all 
| bookings in New York (city) terri- 
| tory, with a staff of active bookers, 
} 


jcalled “assistants,” in his charge 
With the last change of the book- 
ling office map and appointment of 
‘George Godfrey, the “supervisor” 
arrangement was done away with, all 


land coming under direction of the 
| head of the office (Godfrey). Sim- 
j mons continued to oversee the New 
York group, however, and occupied 





a private office on the floor. 








announcing his last 





Godfrey referred to Simmons as 


| “chief booker of the New York the 
GEO. LIBERA T I | atres.” 


AGENT FOR ALL EUROPE | 


‘Bands and Acts My Specialty 
CABLE ADDRESS, GEOLIBERATI, 5 RUE BOUDREAU, PARIS 


Bushwick and Prospect have been 
removed from Simmons’ old 


| booker of the Proctor group. Ar- 








Jack Derapsey. 


and | 


| thur Willi loses the Jefferson to} 


|} ends starting April 6. 





| 





| bookers doing their own supervising | 


When | 
resignation, | 


book | 
{and turned over to Mark Murphy, |! 





BON VOYAGE DATES 

Nan Halperin signed 
with the Loew offices at an in- 
crease of salary over her 
figure for five 


COAST 4-A-DAY 
Los Angeles, March 26. 


Orpheum Circuit's Hill Street will 
romp into four-a-day on the week- 


last week 


Keith 


a consecutive weel 
Up at Oakland, Caf, the Or- ; i — 
pheum’s local house will unfold | Prior to sailing for London the 
three-a-day Saturdays and Sun-| latter part of June. 


days, 











commencing on the same Starts at the State, N. Y., with 
date. remainder nearby. 
jr > [s 
ae a ‘ 
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Four Feet with a Single Thought ANN 


The dance treat of the year. These Lh fh ef 
boys probably step better together ’ WS I 
than any pair in vaudeville. yy / } " 

—‘*GRAND RAPIDS HERALD ‘ b, “A th, ~ a] S> 
Direction MILT LEWIS tt . 


Associate, BILT. COWAN “MACK" “CHUCK” 














BOBBY MAY 


In a Solitaire Revue 


THIS WE=K, PALACE, CHICAGO 


Featuring Harmonica, Dancing, Juggling, 
Talk, Acrobatics and What Not 





Comedy 


P. S.—I HAVEN’T MADE THE BLINDFOLD TEST 


BOOKED SOLID R-K-O CIRCUIT 
Direction EDW. S. KELLER OFFICE 























HELD OVER 


th CONSECUTIVE WEEK 
ORPHEUM, LOS ANGELES 


CK BENNY 


Assisted by Mrs. BENNY This Week 
STILL SPENDING MY MORNINGS AT METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER STUDIO 





<n ma 














DO 


THEY ARE LAUGHING MORE THAN EVER 


AT 


FOX’S AUDUBON, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (MARCH 25) 


: WHERE 
GORDON 


“DOING THEIR STUFF” 


FOX’S ACADEMY, NEW YORK, WEEK APRIL 1 


Direction CHARLES J. FITZPATRICK, 160 West 46th Street, N. Y. 


OLEY »» MORTON 


MARTHA 





FOX’S SAVOY, BROOKLYN, WEEK APRIL 8 





























BERNARDO DE PACE and COQ. 


THE WIZARD OF THE MANDOLIN 
THIS WEEK, PALACE, CHICAGO 


TOURING R-K-O CIRCUIT 
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R-K-O VAUDEVILLE IS PROGRESSIVE 





THEY WANT 
Good Acts New Acts Headliners Box Office Attractions 
THEY WILL PLAY AND PAY 
Good Acts New Acts Headliners Box Office Attractions 


COMPLETE AND CAPABLE REPRESENTATION FOR 


+ | Good Acts New Acts Headliners Box Office A tractions 


FOR IMMEDIATE CONSECUTIVE BOOKINGS 


Communicate with 


|HARRY A. ROMM 


R-K-O Artists’ Representative R-K-O 


If You Cannot Come to See Us, We Will Come to See You 
WHERE ARE YOU PLAYING? 


We Represent Successfully the Following Artists:— 


HERB WILLIAMS 

RUBY NORTON 

WAITE HOYT 

MONICA and ANN SKELLY 
STAN STANLEY 

FRANK and MILT BRITTON’S 


“Brown Derby Band” 


OSCAR LORRAINE 
FRED HEIDER 

GUS and WILL 

JEAN GRANESE & CO. 


LOCKETT and PAGE 
JOYNER and FOSTER 
RUIZ and BONITA 

BENTELL and GOULD 


R-K-O HARRY A. ROMM ®-5-0 


REPRESENTATIVE 


VIVIENNE SEGAL 

BERNIE CUMMINS and 
BILTMORE HOTEL ORCHESTRA 

ELIZABETH BRICE 

CRAIG CAMPBELL 

VAL and ERNIE STANTON 

DENO and ROCHELLE 

JACK HANLEY 

WM. SEABURY REVUE 

GORDON AND KING 

MME. RHEA and SANTORA 

“PETER” THE GREAT 

REED and DUTHERS 

CHAPPELLE and CARLTON 

BYRON and WILLIS 


J. FRED COOTS 
AND OTHERS 


ARTISTS’ 
REPRESENTATIVE 


Suite 804, Palace Theatre Building, 1564 Broadway, New York City 


General 


Manager 


WAYNE 


Associate 


LEONARD ROMM 


Formerly R-K-0 
Booking Executive 


G. CHRISTY 


Cable Address 
HAROMM, N. Y. 


Telephones 
8534-8535 BRYANT 
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stands for RITZ 


for Imitated 





Tt they cop our stuff 


ERO’S what they’re rated 


THIS WEEK (MARCH 24) 


R-K-O PALACE 
NEW YORK 


RITZ BROS. 


NEW YORK “WORLD” March 25 
THE PALACE 





PALACE, New York, Week March 24th 


THREE LORDENS 

TED and AL WALDMAN 
ROGER IMHOF and CO. 
PETER HIGGINS 

VINCENT LOPEZ 

BUD HARRIS and RADCLIFF 


earned applause. Gilda Gray stands out. 


their remaining in the spotlight the rest of the afternoon. 


the opening number, is much nearer his forte than his final “Making Whoopee.” 


Roger Imhof adds his trick scenery and brogue to a cleverly composed skit; Ted and 
RITZ BROS Al Waldman, two excellent harmonica artists, insist on doing patter for too great a 
. portion of their act, and Harris and Radcliff in an act which lengthens the Bill Robinson 


SAWYER and EDDY 


imitation list to a million, round out a bill that is only a setting for Gilda Gray. 
Vincent Lopez is on the program, too. 


R-K-O Bookings 


° . . . Direction 
cua rranses by Thanks to Our Many Friends for their Kind Co-operation ¥14™ mores 


Office 


You can hardly ask for a more pleasing act than Gilda Gray’s at the Palace this 
week. The popular screen star runs through the various characters she has portrayed 
in motion pictures with the familiar inimitable style that has set her apart from a 
million other shimmy dancers. Here is one act where a big name does more than 
merely appear in a sketch pointed toward economy of energy. There are ten good 
dancers in the act besides the star, and for any one to stand out, there must be well- 


The Ritz Brothers easily rank next. But three young men in the familiar collegiate 
make-up, yet they offer an original burlesque on college and certain prominent actors 
that evoked the most genuine laughter heard at the Palace in a long time. Their act 
is well deserving of additional encores, and either the lack of time or material prevented 


Peter Higgins offers classical songs in a voice that must be a gift to the gallery 
GILD A GR AY gods. A rich, resonant tenor, with only a fair selection of songs. His “Song of Songs,” 
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Uihodamemavend 
Frisco Orpheum Ends 


in San Francisco. 
ing taken over by A. L. Erlanger. 
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Keith’s s Gao Indie String 


Harry Carlin will return to | 
Keith's. after an absence of sev- 
eral years as direct booker for | 
seven independent houses. He has| 


Vaude; Under Erlanger 
San Francisco, March 26. 
The Orpheum two-a-day house 


been booking the same _§ string 

19. The cir- E 

here will close April (Frank Gersten circuit) throug! 
evit will then only have one house | the Jack Linder (indie) office. | 


Orpheum is be- Carlin will not be on the R-K-O}| 


payroll, deriving his salary directly | 
from the theatres he books. He | 


The spacious lobby will be re- 


was last with Keith’s as a Family 
modeled to provide for store fronts Department booker under Mac! 
and the seating capac ity of the Woods. 
house will also be cut down over Frank Gersten's s0n, Julius, | 
1,000. Cliff Work, who is now manag- | .omes into the Keith office in the 
fng the house, will be transferred | ame deal as road man fer th: 
to the Golden Gate. “fifth floor” division. 





NADEL’S COMEDIES 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
E. K. Nadel left for New York | 
today where he intends organizing 
his own picture production unit in | 
the east for short comedy talkers. 
Paul Gerard Smith, who came 
west with Nadel six months ago, | 
will remain out here to free lance | 
after his contract with Fox expires 
April 7. Possible that Smith may 
later return east to join Nadel. 


PRODUCTION ACTS 


Harry C. Green has been engaged 
by Max and Dave Gordon to write 
and stage turns under Ben Boyar's 
direction. 

First will be a comedy band act 
headed by Jack Princeton, 20 people. 
Another will be a new dancing turn 
headed by Florence O’Denis-Shawn. | 

Boyar has taken 12 girls from the 
Jack Donahue-John Boyle schoo! for 
a new act which will have Boyle 
himself as the featured dancer. 


arcus Loew 
IBOOKING AGENCY’ 


General &xecutive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"ST-: | 
’ BRYANT 7800 | NEW YORK CITY 








GEORGE DORMONDE 
and EV 
Touring R-K-O Circuit 
Representative: J. JACOBS 
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WEST'S SMALL TIME 





| gaged by Piazza, will be instructed | R, I. Vaude Men Want 


to pick up time for the Family De- 


partment as well as the fifth floor 
| hooks. 

The Family plan, along with 
other rebuilding, boils down to a 


serious attempt to build up the now 
frail (for vaude) West in order that 
Keith's may be able to offer a route 
|of 20 to 30 weeks in its Chicago 
booking office alone. The Family 
time would be a trying ground for 
the East, the better Chicago- 
booked houses and the Jr. Orpheum 
also contributing enough-.acceptable 
time for a season of solid bookings 
hereabouts, 


As worked out so far, the plan 


| seems to have an excellent chance, 


besides lifting up Chicago’s small 
time circuit to equal the once pow- 
erful W. V. M. A. before Kahl cut 
that circuit down to his own size. 


Orph. Seale? s All Sound | 


Chicago, March 26. 


Nate Blumberg, new 


cuit, announces that every one of 
his houses will go into 100 per} 
| cent. sound and vaudeville by April 


‘There are 10 Orpheum Jr. houses 


distributed over eight towns. 


TWO TEAMS REUNITE 

Two man comedy teams reuniting 
after several years’ separation are 
George Bebbe and Eddie 
face” 
Franklyn Gates. 

Charley Allen handling both acts 
for vaudeville, 
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Keith's, Wash., Placed 


Blumbers’s Fis irst Chanes 


Sprigfield, Ill, March 26. 











Providence, March 26. 
Because local vaude men feel 
talking pictures are cramping their 
style on the Sunday biz, they are 
getting behind a move to liberalize 
Sabbath Day amusement laws in 
Rhode Island. Greater latitude is 


sought in billing Sunday acts. For 
this reason the legislature has been 
given a bill to permit all kinds of 
performances on the first day of 
the week except dancing. 

Vaude men contend pictures are 
getting all the biz on Sundays be- 
cause the fans see all there is to 
see in the talkers and are not in- 
terested in seeing the limited vaude 
performances on the Sabbath. 


More Lenient Sundays 


With Realtors for Sale Local Orpheum, formerly playing 
«Continued from page 31) vaud-pictures, will go into a band 
New York booking office, where poltey starting Apel %. 
| fifth and sixth (booking) floor Washington, March 26. Ne policy was put into effect 
salaries are separately set. Keith's, former two-a-day house, | »Y Nate Biumberg, general man- 
Fourth and fifth floor arrange-|has been placed with local real | 28¢r of the Orpheum Jr. circuit. 
ment here will correspond to/estate men to sell outright. Office 
Keith's fifth and sixth in the Pal-/| building included. No price is being 
ice building, New York, before the | quoted 
tter were combined. Though a rental is stated to be | 
Settlement on the raost ad- | acceptable the plan is seemingly 
vantageous manner in Which t0O!set to _ sell as Roland Robbins, | 
; properly book the Family time as|former manager of the house, had 
a unit, distinct from the balance of|a lesson when the illfated Cook mu- 
the houses booked here, may re-| sical stock went into the tne 
sult in the enfranchising of several} That lasted a week 
agents for the fourth floor only, This is second attempt to dis- 
these agents restricted from feed- | pose of the house. Recently Harry FOR DROPS 
ing any houses other than Dia-| Wardman, real estate operator, was ; 
mond’s, The regular western | dickering with the British Ambas- 36 in. wide at 75ca yd. and up 
agents would also be permitted 0n|sador to swap the property on up- A ful) line of gold and silver obro- 
the fourth floor, with the Family |town Connecticut avenue, now oc- a a Se gold and w1y" 
group in that way having all types|cupied by the British Embassy for ||fights onera hose ete ete. forestage 
}of vaude acts represented and/the downtown Keith house. After costumes. Samples upon request 
vailable. several weeks the British Govern- J J W | & B | 
Extra Field Workers ment turned the proposal down. o Ve y e ros., ne. 
Two extra road men in addition (Successors to Siegman & Weil) 
to the several now out, to be en 18-20 East 27th Street 





NEW YORK 


LILLIAN DREW 


SPECIALTY DANCER 


with Harry Carroll Unit 
Per. Mgt. R-K-O Circuit 






































HELLO 


JACK FORESTER 


NEXT FOUR WEEKS 
VACATIONING 


New York City 





























general | 
| manager of the Orpheum Jr. cir- 


“Black- | 
Nelson, and Bruce Morgan and | 


em - 
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CARL RITCHIE 


TAP AND ECCENTRIC DANCER 
36TH CONSECUTIVE WEEK WITH LEONORA’S STEPPERS 




















Rep., PA 











BROADWAY'S LEADING DANCE CR 


JOHNNY ELLIOTT 


EATOR 


and His CO-EDS 


Offering 


“THE DANCE DOCTOR" 

MARION KAY 
“Miss Bronx,” 1928 
TIRZAH JOHNSTON 
“Miss Indiana 


FAYE JOYCE 
‘Miss Salt Lake,” 1928 
EILEEN SHANNON 
lis,”” 1927 “Miss Ontario,” 1927 

L EDWARDS and MIKE APPEL 














J. H. LUBIN 


GENESA AL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 


—s ener 


CHIC CAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 











LO SN 





‘ ‘ PEVELES *Grmnc¥Y WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN IT PROMISES 


CONSISTENT. EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


The Fally Markus Vaudeville Agency 


Astor way Bldg., N. W. Cor. 45th St. and Broadway 


Lackawanna 7876 New York City 














RADIO- 
KEITH-ORPHEUM 


Circuit of Theatres 


VAUDEVILLE 
EXCHANGE 


General Booking Offices 


PALACE THEATRE 
BUILDING 
1564 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 














CORPORATION 
1560-1564 Broadway, 


Telephone Exchange: Bryant 9300 
Cable Address: “RADIOKEITH” 


New York 


R-K-0 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Producers and Distributors of 


RADIO 
PICTURES 


Launching an Era 
of Electrical 
Entertainment 


1560 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 
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BIRMINGHAM “NEWS” 


“The greatest brain of all times” 


RETURNING 





ARRIVE IN AMERICA MARCH 22 





SYDNEY “TRUTH” SAID: 


SYRACUSE “HERALD” 
“The Merton of Mentalists” 


TO AMERICA 


Press—“THE GREATEST MENTAL MARVEL OF ALL TIMES”—Press 


ARRY 


IN A NEW ACT FEATURING 


THE MATHEMATICAL MAZE 


MELBOURNE “SUN” OF AUSTRALIA SAID: 
“The Cleverest and Most Difficult Mental Feat the World Has Known” 


CHICAGO “TRIBUNE” 
“What wonders God hath wrought” 


TO 


“If we could improve on his billing we would” 


KAHNE 


RETURNING 


Direction ARTHUR PEARCE 
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ARTISTS OF DISTINCTION 


SELECTED TO OPEN 


B. F. KEITH‘S NEW $3,000,000 RICHMOND HILL THEATRE, LONG ISLAND 
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America’s Greatest Girl Band 


BOBBIE GRICE, Director 





Opening the bill with our beautiful arrangements in synco- 
pation, we also have the distinction of being the FIRST act as 
well as the FIRST BAND to appear on this stage. 








We wish to express our gratification and thanks to the 
R-K-O office for placing us on the inaugural opening of their 
magnificent new theatre. 





| THE LE GROHS SECOND ON BILL THANKS R-K-O 








DAVIS ana DARNELL 


Appearing third on this bill, we also extend our gratitude to R-K-O office 





GORDON and KING 


“GLORIFYING THE AMERICAN DANCING FEET” 
Direction HARRY A. ROMM A Great Spot, NEXT TO CLOSING, Thanks to R-K-O 








AL TRAHAN 


VAUDEVILLE’S MOST VERSATILE PIANIST BUFFOON 
WITH 


LADY MARIE DU VAL 


Closing the bill, thanks to the R-K-O OFFICE 
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_ eent bleacher to a $2 box seat. Chic 
- York tells it in the York and King 


Wednesday, March 27, 1929 


VAUDE HOUSE REVIEW 














—————r"—_—SCS pers 
M group who dance the most simple Al A 
ORPHEU routines and look worse than chorus P CE 
(St. Vaude) (St. Vaude) 


people would, doing the same steps 


Los Angeles, March 25. 

Another complete capacity Sun- 
day night house for the week's new 
pill at the Orpheum, headlined by 
sophie Tucker. It's a high-grade 
comedy show, dented only by a 
lightweight local turn, No. 3, and 
Nick Lucas hogging the stage again, 
this time for 40 minutes. 

Enough show and picture people 
resent last night to lead the pros 
a the stage to believe they were 





re a_ professional audience. 
Phet's no pipe for the acts, for 
people are highly critical. 


ow 
en Soph and Jack Benny made | 


a bit out of that very point for a} 
£ ag. 

Paeverst of the bunch sat down 
front. Nearly all were mentioned, 
put only one, Benny Rubin, got ap- 
plause sufficient to demand that he 
go on the stage. Jack named Rubin 
and the resultant applause was sur- 
prising. It persisted and Rubin 
went up on the platform to tell one 
story and blow. That Rubin lad 
seems to be pretty popular in L. A. 
At present he’s spending his time 
and getting his money on Uni- 
yersal’s studio payroll, so much per 
week every week, and Benny is sav- 
ing it, for there will be three Rubins 
in his family in due course. 

Jack Benny’s fifth week as Or- 
pheum’s m.c. and another new act. 
That looks like a world’s record for 
Jack Benny, for nowhere, as far as 

n be recalled, has any holdover 
fet or even m.c. entirely changed 
his personal turn each week for as 
many terms. In the east there has 
been an impression that the Jack 
Benny and Ben Bernie turns are 
too similar as singles (both using 
er can use violins); that with 
Benny following Bernie east, Benny 
may have copped. Out here they 
burn at that thought. As Ben 
Bernie never accepted the occasion 
to deny it around New York, and 
as Bernie hasn’t been to the coast 
yet as an m.c. or orchestra leader, 
there isn’t the chance coastward for 
a comparison, but, in comparison, 
Jack is far from the worst of it. 
They say Jack was doing this stuff 
just about the time Bernie split 
away from Phil Baker. Whatever 
that may mean, Jack Benny is 
among the leaders of male singles, 
either by himself or as an m.c. One 
is impressed more by this gifted boy 
each time seen. 

And that goes even if Jack did 
mse last night the West Point cadet 
for Paramount usher gag besides 

e “Ducks.” 


A gag point on this bill is the 
ewnership of the elephant story, 
about the appreciative elephant 
lifting his human savior from a 25- 


turn. Al Jolson has been telling it 
for five years, they say, and it’s in 
the Jolson Warner picture, “Little 
Pal,” that Al is now making at the 
Warner studio. 

Closing the first part, the Madame, 
fm person, surrounded by Ted Sha- 
piro, turned on one of the best turns 
she has ever permitted Milt Ager 
and Jack Yellen to write. Soph 
credited everyone and plugged “Glad 
Rag Doll’ in a nifty scene, also 
Plugging her Warner picture, 
“Honky Tonk,” that they say at 
the studio is oke, with Ted’s “If I 
Had You” coming in for special at- 
tention. The way Ted and Soph 
aid that number, with Ted cueing 
sotto voce, is peachy, though Soph 
Says it was on the level. Notwith- 
standing what the blonde claims, it 
sounded at times as though Ted was 
talking Yiddish. 

Soph was an easy panic for 45 
Minutes. Her current act intact 
should be waltzed right into the 
Palaces, New York and Chicago. 

York and King were another riot 
next to closing, Soph having closed 
the first half. If there’s a better ec- 
centric comedienne anywhere than 
Rose King, she has yet to appear. 
That lady is the perfect artiste, with 
@ laugh in her every movement or 
voice. In this new act with the 
daughter, the principals made the 

ouse rock, Chic York slipping over 
his share, working with his wife 
as no one else possibly could. 

That York and King did all of this 
following the dreary session by 
Lucas is no mean part of the glory 
that goes to them in the late and 
tough spot. Lucas is holding over. 

e has nothing for the vaudeville 
stage but a Brunswick disc reputa- 
tion and he tells all of that in the 
first seven minutes. That he re- 
mains for 40 merely evidences his 
absence of showmanship, and last 
night it approached a breach of pro- 
fessional courtesy to the acts fol- 
lowing him. 

Lucas opened the second part. 
Through seemingly some Italian 
followers who await his final song 
in Italian, he runs through a series 
of tiresome encores with his voice 
and guitar until the finish, the wop 
number, held out to the last for that 
very reason, Lucas can stand up on 
his disc rep, but if he wants to re- 
Main in vaudeville, the crooning boy 
Should become a performer, cast 
aside his vain attempts at comedy 
or low-voiced ad libbing, quit his 
monkey shines and earn his money 
by pleasing an audience, Not dis- 
Pleasing through an effort to plug 
disc releases made by him. 

The No. 3 turn is a local make-up 
of three boys and a girl. One of the 

Cys, said to be young Friml, is at 





© piano. The trio is a dancing 


much better. The thing appears to 
be the coast idea of a flash act and 
its the eastern idea of a flop. 
this bill it’s a filler, as Raymond and 
Caverly, booked for the 


Hill Street. However, the show as 
a whole is so much above par that 
the No. 3 catastrophe couldn't hurt 
it. 


Frakson, the foreign Palmer in 
the second hole went over easily, 
cinching it with the cigaret bit for 
the finish. Ed and Jenny Rooney 
opened, Red Donahue and Pal 
closed and look to be booked along 
with the York and King turn. It’s 
a mule act worked in a new way. 
So good in the comedy vein the 
house remained solid. 

Orpheum is using the new pit 
orchestra for an intermission spe- 
cialty. Goes very well. This week 
it's the RKO “Syncopation” theme 
song, “Jericho,” and announced from 
the stage by Benny. 

Next week Ted Lewis and another 
sell-out week. It’s going to be 
tough to follow two favs like Soph 
and Ted out here. Either of them 
owns the town. Sime. 





KEITH’S 


(RICHMOND HILL, L. 1.) 
(New) 
Physically, this newest R-K-O 


project is more a vaudeville theatre 
than anything opened by Keith’s in 
the last couple of years. It is dis- 
tinctly modern and along the pic- 
ture house lines of today, but the 
capacity (° 400) and the way that 
capacity i; aid out is most sugges- 
tive of a vuude house. 


Marmil Construction Co. (local) 
erected the theatre and an accom- 
panying office building. The cost, 
including the property buy, was an- 
nounced as $1,000,000, considerably 
under most theatrical construction 
figures released of late. R-K-O 
occupies the theatre on a co-opera- 
tive arrangement, including a lease- 
hold. 

In the opposition line Keith’s has 
more to contend with in Richmond 
Hill than in any of the Long Island 
spots it has entered so far. Loew's 
Willard. (vaudfilm) and two picture 
houses are the important competi- 
tion, with about 5,100 combined 
seats against Keith’s 2,400. Latter’s 
capacity is now the largest in town. 

A battle, if any, with the straight 
picture places should be slight. The 
real competish comes from the Wil- 
lard, with its vaudfilms opposing 
Keith’s vaudfilms and depending on 
what sort of opposition the Willard 
will offer. 

Glamour of newness, architectu- 
ral beauty and sound seem to be 
Keith’s advantages at the. start. 
Sound itself more impréssive than 
initial feature picture; “Strange 
Cargo” (Pathe). Clear amplifica- 
tion and reception, acoustics well 
sulted to talking pictures, and if 
not planned with talkers in mind, 
it was a break. 

For ,opening bill five standard 
acts, none in the drawing “name” 
class in a Long Island suburb, but 
playing well here and getting over 
individually and as a show 

Much comedy in Davis and Dar- 
nell’s full-stage comedy skit (he 
hasn’t sold her the car yet), in the 
trey, and Al Trahan, strong enough 
comic to close the show in “one.” 
“one.” 

As routined, it was oddly spotted 
bill, opening with full-stage girl 
flash (14 Bricktops). 

Remaining left-handed, bill had 
an acrobatic deucer, Le Grohs, and 
a team of eccentric hoofers, Gor- 
den and King (men), next to clos- 
ing. 

Ordinarily the same five acts 
would have been arranged differ- 
ently, though another’ schedule 
might have brought either Davis 
and Darnell or Trahan down fur- 
ther, to separate the comedy. That 
would have placed one of two very 
fine comedy acts in a spot that 
didn’t belong to them. 

Theatre’s motif is Italian renais- 
sance, with columns and mural tap- 
estry. It has been carefully ap- 
pointed, away from the gaudy pic- 
ture house idea, and comfortable. 
New-fangled idea of plenty of rest 
rooms, giving them an alternative 
in the event the show isn’t so good, 
has been adhered to. 

Wire equipment is RCA Photo- 
phone. 

House personnel for the opening 
bill had Louis Frohman, transferred 
from the Flushing house, conduct- 
ing pit orchestra, and Fred Kinsley, 
organist. 

Harry Mitchell, manager. 

If B. F. Keith’s in Richmond Hill 
ean be sold as an object of public 
pride it can possibly keep the resi- 
dents awav from Jamaica, even 

3rooklyn (downtown) and Manhat- 
tan, when they are seeking amuse- 
ment. That rests entirely with the 
quality of the Keith’s programs. 


Bige. 
HOUSE CHANGES 
Union theatre, Attleboro, Mass., 


from picture grind to split week 
vaude. 


Orpheum, | 
were very sensibly shifted into the! 


On | 





Elmer Rogers says this is another 
$12,000 show. It doesn’t look it and 
doesn't play it. In fact, it’s kind of 


floppo as yariety entertainment, The | 4icapped 
two big names are Gilda Gray and| their widely copied bit and number | 


Vincent Lopez. The shimmy shak- 
er’s reputed $5,000 for her flash—of 
which $3,500 is hers personally— 
plus Lopez’s $3,500, accounts for the 
nut. That’s $8,500 between them. 
The rest of the seven acts don’t look 
like and aren’t worth the difference. 


Show is one of those in-and- 
outers, notable also for its mascu- 
line predominance. Miss Gray, in 
truth, was the sole s. a. of the lay- 
out, and even she disappointed by 
only doing one of those refined 


cooches. One hoped the shimmying 
one would let out. A real hot num- 
ber wouldn't have done that opera 
any harm. 

Show ran fast—at least as far as 
turning ‘em over in time for the 
extra Sunday show was concerned— 
but otherwise it was quite undistin- 
guished, save for an_ incidental 
highlight. They had ’em out at 4.45, 
with the new shift coming in at five 
bells and not in large numbers, what 
with almost midsummer tempera- 
ture, Palm Sunday, the ides of 
March, the call of the roadhouses, 
and it ain’t gonna rain no mo’. Not 
to mention, of course, an uncertain 
lodestone at the gate. First show's 
draw was likewise under the usual 
capacity. 

Both Miss Gray and Lopez are un- 
der New Acts, either having been 
away from RKO vaudeville for so 
long or doing new stuff. Ted and 
Al Waldman, also around before, 
likewise under N. A. for same rea- 
sons. 

The Three Lordens opened. 
Standard trampoline combo, two 
stags and a woman who essays a 
mediocre dance interlude. Okay on 
the trampo stuff. The Waldman 
brothers with their “blue-ology” 
(billing) twiced mildly, handicap- 
ping their own value through an 
uncertain routine. 

Roger Imhoff, with Marcelle Co- 
rinne and Co., doing their “Pest 
House” classic, made it old home 
week at the Palace. The famous 
sketch has been sufficiently embel- 
lished, including such bits as the 
treadmill bed, to interest the old- 
sters; as for the new generation 
variety fans—if any—it’s a wow. 
Imhoff tied up traffic and bowed off 
with a gracious speechlet, mention- 
ing the necessity of speed in view 
of the extra frolic on Sundays. 

Peter Higgins, now modestly 
billed as the “popular young tenor,” 
has cut out the Irish mention. That 
was wise. Frank Dixon, piano ac- 
companist, is accorded unusual pro- 
gram distinction as “assisted by.” 
In fact, Higgins gives his ivory 
tickler an unusual amount of atten- 
tion ‘for a piano player. That should 
be toned down for certain reasons. 
Dixon does nothing but play the 


corking instrumental, “Manhattan 
Serenader,” as a solo, although its 
general unfamiliarity, being .an 


ultra-modern cémposition for. piano 
and orchestra did not»*fetch the re- 
turns that, perhaps, the conventional 
pop medley or the usual imitations 
of “an old music box” hokum might 
have. Higgins as a songster im- 
presses uncertainly, but does grow 
on you, If he aspires to the John 
Steel school of tenors, he : might 
brush up on his diction a bit. 

Higgins did 19 minutes, a bit too 
much. He also encored with 
“Makin’ Whoopee,” the Eddie Can- 
tor production number, and ad 
libbed “Here’s where I go to jail,” 
seemingly appreciating its restric- 
tion to the Ziegfeld musical. Any- 
way, aside from the salaaming and 
gesturing to his pianist, Higgins has 
a peach of a double-breasted Tux 
and looks great in it, guaranteed 
to properly decorate any drawing 
room and appeal somewhat to the 
femmes, although some of his man- 
nerisms make him dubious for mas- 
culine response. 

Lopez closed the first half, clock- 
ing 25 minutes, and scoring all the 
way. In truth, nothing had hap- 
pened that first half until the ad- 
vent of the bandman. That “Lopez 
speaking” of his is still a corking 
trade-mark, in fact more so now 
than ever before, what with the 
colloquial ad libbisms which employ 
that phrase for a trite nifty. Lopez 
is in for two weeks at least, with 
possibly a month’s stay. Next week 
he’s featured in “On the Radio,” an 
NBC flash production for R-K-O 
touring in the metropolitan houses. 
Lopez now accords the Hotel St. 
Regis a plug in the billing because 
of his orchestra being stationed 
there. 

Bud Harris and Radcliff with 
their darky comedy, topped by Har- 
ris’s kid brother’s stepology, was a 
laugh fest. The youngster is still 
another to do the Bill Robinson 
stair tap dance routine, with credit- 
ing, and it looks as if Robinson is 
a pushover for an okay providing 
anybody credits him. While it’s a 
fact that the “Blackbirds” stepper 
is still pre-eminent as an exponent 
of that particular routine, it seems 
that he is risking future handicaps 
through sanctioning its over-pop- 
ularization by others, with or with- 
out credits. It remained for Rad- 
cliff, that freak top tenor warbler, 
to panic ’em with a whirlwind ec- 
centric drag. Harris should hand- 
cuff.that chap for the act; he’s more 
than a good half thereof. 

Gilda Gray, now billed as the “in- 


| both as “the most imitated trio” 





| der 


had her quivers under wraps. 


The Brothers (3), heralded 


Ritz 
and 
“the original collegiates,” were han- 


of | 
| 


through familiarity 


routines, but ran up a neat score| 
on the whole. They're energetic] 
funsters and while it is manifestly 
unfair that they be victimized | 
through extensive copying, it be- | 
hooves them to embellish and re- 
furbish their creations, Sunday | 


vaudeville in New York coming un-| 
the head of “sacred concerts,” | 
when the printed programs are} 
eliminated, none but working news- 
papermen, who receive advance pro- 
grams, would know that the Ritz 
trio were either “the most imi- 
tated” or “the original” as per their 


ternational stage and screen wat 
] 
! 





billing. 
Kd Sawyer and Ruth Eddy, 
trapezists, closed. 4 bel. 
(Wired-Vaudfilm) 
Knockout show for the money 


this week, the only fault being in 


the running time, well over three 
hours, preventing a quick turnout 
during the evening rush _ hours. 
Could cut 45 minutes from the 


vaudeville and 15 more minutes if 
eliminating the orchestra overture 
and one of the shorts, without los- 
ing anything of the punch in the 
bill, and have two shows instead of 
one nightly. 

It’s a seven-act bill with a smash 
opener in the Maxellos, crack “ris- 
ley” team; clever comedy contribu- 
tion in No. 4, with Hal Jerome; one 
of the fastest, cleverest dancing 
combinations that ever hit the 
boards in King, King and King, in 
No. 5, and a great closer in Emil 
Boreo. 

The Maxellos rate any spot on 
the bill, anywhere from one to 
seven. These six tumblers had the 
audience out of their seats most of 


| the time, applause broke sharply 





after the sensational routines. 

Stephens, Nelson and Stephens, 
seemingly a well-worn comedy trio, 
with wrestling bear, which has been 
seen before hereabouts. Makeup of 
the two plants and business of 
standing face to face, exchanging 
resounding smacks, evoked roars. 
That kind of stuff couldn't miss 
here. 

Similar results greeted the efforts 
of Nat Haines, in next to shut. The 
usual complications of an elderly 
chicken chaser with a _ zealous, 
watchful wife, delivered in grand 
style by a performer well versed in 
the hoke arts. Brought a heavy re- 
sponse. Haines is working with 
material which has been milked for 
years, has style and appearance, 
and held attention throughout. 

Harry Krivit’s All Girl Revue 
(New Acts), including the Locust 
Sisters and others known in vaude- 
ville and musical comedy, held the 
stage for approximately 30 minutes. 
Not especially appropriate in the 
trey spot and seemed to slow the 
lineup. Revue familiar in con- 
struction, obviously consisting of 
several acts welded :together for a 
half-hour unit. 

Emil Boreo, closing the, stage 
show, (hcld them breathless for over 
15 minutes. They didn’t understand 
a lot of what he said, but it sound- 
ed hot stuff from the way he said 
it. Boreo is proving to be as strong 
here as when playing the picture 
houses. 

Added to the imposing vaudeville 
total was “Greyhound Limited,” 
Warner Bros.’ talking film feature. 

Mori. 


AMERICAN ROOF 


(Vaudfilm) 


Plenty of hoke on the first half 
bill at this Eighth avenue stand and 
the boys and girls from the West 
Side ate it up. Four comedy turns 
on an eight act layout. During in- 
termission the stags now congre- 
gate in the back of the house to 
talk about their old rendezvous that 
is soon to give way to a business 
structure. 

Fields and Georgie, nut comics, 
in the trey, started the applause 
avalanche with cross fire and ec- 
centric hoofing that set them in 
solidly. Donald Keer and Effie Wes- 
ton, next, whammed them with 
plenty -of slapstick and a dash of 
dancing. 

Opening intermission was Dixie 
Hamilton, single woman, offering 
hot songs in the old time cabaret. 
Rewarded with cheers from the boys 
on the shelf and encoring with a 
pop ballad that proved her ability 
in song salesmanship. 

Renard and West, comedy talk 
and songs, also registered. For- 
mer’s parodies sent him plus a song 
plugger phant in the box. 

Next to shut Saul Brilliant Co., 
with more clowning. Brilliant uses 
his comic pan to excellent advan- 
tage and plays the trombone in ex- 
pert fashion. “Broken Toys,” acro- 
bats, opened. Mary and Irwin 
Fields (New Acts) were in the two 
spot and Harry Le Vail, Sister and 
Dean, parallel bar workers, closed, 
holding them in to the finish. Top 
notch bill for this type house and 
rough: and ready audience. On the 
sceen, “Lucky Boy” (T-S). Biz off 





Monday night. 





(St. Vaude) 
Pittsburgh, March 235. 

They may have had more expen- 
sive layouts around here. but 
they’ve seldom had any better, 
Eight turns, all real vaude, and 
there wasn't one that didn’t have 
to beg off. 

Single name is Harry Langdon, 
but he probably ran second or third 
on returns, due to no fault of his 
own, but to material. 

Mob opening mat, big surprise for 
Holy Week Monday. Downstairs 
well over half full, which is out of 


ordinary for this house. Payees took 
to everything, making a show that 
should run not over two hours and 
a quarter last until almost 5 bells. 

Well-balanced bill found every- 
body spotted right for a change, 
Usually around here layout has to 
be juggled after opener, but this 
time things worked out perfectly. 
First half was so good, only worry 
was whether after intermish would 
hold up. It did and everybody went 
away happy. 

If biz doesn't boom 
week, it never will. House expects 
to go dark for summer middle of 
May, but if things look up, may 
stay open longer. Saturday the tale 
will be told. 

_ Grace Adelphi, assisted by Ted 
Norris and Paul Zey, opened with 
a song and dance offering that was 
nice, but not distinctive. Girl goes 
in too much for toe stuff when she: 
should have something snappier te 
equal dance partner’s tap effects. 

Second spot had Al Abbot giving 
his old “Town Hall” entertainment 
for a solid smash. Abbot had mob 
eating out of his hand before he 
warmed up and gave ’em the works 
for a crackerjack close, 

Jay Ward, Ward and Dooley, 
third, did what was expected. 
House went nuts over the kid, de- 
spite some material that has seen 
better days. Tot Forgot song lines 
a couple of times, but Pa Ward was 
on hand and slips didn’t hurt. Giv- 
ing the youngster a new series of 
gags might work wonders, for most 
of his present ones were old be- 
fore he was born. Closed with an 
Ann Pennington black bottom that 


here this 


made it hard for him to get away... 


Russ Brown and Jean Whittakes,! 
next to intermission, and their hok 
patter seldom seen to better ad- 
vantage. Turn kept the chuckles 
going from start to finish, proving 
that old stuff dressed in new clothes? 
is as good if not better than that. 
Nonette, assisted by Julius Koehl at 
the piano, wowed ‘em with pop 
songs and violin solos, but refused 
an encore, despite some thunderous 
applause. Koehl a good pianist, 
but should romember he’s still in 
vaude and not on the concert stage. 
The grandstand hair-flying stuff 
doesn’t become him. 

Langdon opened intermission itn 
“The Messenger,” one of the poor- 
est vehicles ever given a comedian 
of his ability. He’s so far superior 
to his material that he could can it 
entirely and mug the whole way 
through. Either that or go back to. 
“Johnnie’s New Car.” Out front for 
a bit in one and got twice as much’ 
with this as with his sketch. : 

Joe Marks, with Mae Leonard ana 
George Brown were next to closing. 
His skit smacks of burlesque and: 
barely got enough returns here to 
justify his out-front parodies and. 
dancing, which went across great.. 
He’s another who could ditch the 
sketch and stick to his routine. 

Angel Brothers closed. Their bal- 
ancing kept mob glued to seats, 
Boys are sensational in their line. 

Cohen, 


86TH STREET 


(Wired-Vaudfilm) 


Cheating a little here first half. 
Dozen stills of Nora Lane, pip beauty 
of “Cohens and Kellys in Atlantic 
City” (U), are carefully and psycho- 
logically spotted in the display 
frame of Harry Rogers’ All-Girl 
Revue. This gives the muggs the 
clear impression that Nora is on the 
stage and can be seen in the flesh 
for six bits, a trifling sum for such 
a privilege. 

“Cohens and Kellys” reported 
around the country as doing biz. 
Bathing beauty angle in the bally~< 
hoo probable explanation. Used it 
plenty here in addition to the sly. 
use of that beautiful Lane shape in 
connection with a girl act. 

Harry Rogers’ previous all-girl 
line-up reviewed from the State- 
Lake, Chi, has just opened on the 
Orpheum trail. This is an entirely 
different bunch (New Acts), with a 
dancing line, a femme band, sister 
team. Vera Post, male impersona- 





tor, and Howard and Todd, singing 


comediennes. It’s an oddly asso 
dish of good and not-so good. 
Attendance good second show Sun- 
day but little off smash pace of 
winter. Spring is here. Land. 


STATE 


(Wired-Vaudfilm) 


“Alias Jimmy Valentine’ (M-G- 
M), recent $2 Broadway attraction, 
a noticeable b. o. draw. Biz report- 
ed good all day here with a percept- 
ible pickup at night. The vaude a 
secondary proposition. 

A quick vaude asset was the 
overnight booking of Irving Aaron- 
son’s Commanders from the Irene 
Bordoni show, “Paris,” which closed 
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awful. 


—-Phey went over neatly, 
billed tap and toe male dancer help- 
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Wednesday, March 27, 1929 





its New York engagement Saturday 
night. f 

The band closed the variety part 
with the singing phase an essential 
rart of the Aaronson reason il 
vaude ilso retaining its ballet trav- 


esty for usual laughing returns 
Great handling of “Let's Do It” for 
a build-up. This was one of the 


Bordoni show. 
talker of a light comedy 


hits ot the 
Besides a 


type, the show held good comedy 
value. Winifred and Milis with the 
Negroes proved a show stopper. 
Funny how an act like this stays In 
the background and then a break 
like the State date reveals its worth 

The Three La Moures, two men 
and a woman, gave the show a fine 
start. This combination has one 


pip feature trick, a remarkable back 
lift by one man lying on the stage. 
The Courtney Sisters were second, 
scoring easily, thanks, among other 
things, to Fay'’s voluminous voice. 
Murray and Maddox did well, but 
the fore part of their turn didn’t 
land here. Their finish compensat- 
ed. The work of the woman stands 
out. She's a foil par excellence, 
After Winifred and Mills came the 





fama band and then ven 
KEITH’S MEMORIAL 


(Vaudfilm) 


Boston, March 25. 

Jack Sharkey at $5,000 for the 
week was a good investment, the 
women flocking in both matinee and 
night. Sharkey has little to do and 
does it poorly, getting gummed up 
in his rope skipping, missing the 
punching bag while trying to bust 
it with his left, and attempting no 


speaking part. 


Jack Sheehan, Boston’s veteran 
referee, carrying his iron skimmer 
under his arm like a football, acted 
as master of ceremonies, and was 
good only in that he was so terrible 
that he made Sharkey look less 
But the customers loved it 
and the house tonight (Monday) 
looks solid for the week. 

The vaudeville bill by good judg- 
ment was not trimmed down be- 
cause of the cost of the feature act, 
Mary Lawler and Bobby Watson 
being the legit feature of the Dill. 
their un- 


ing greatly. They will do well to 


carry on with him, 


First honors of the bill went to 
the prize winning playlet of the 


Chicago Little Theatre tournament, 


entitled “The Under Current.” Har- 
riett Allyn as the tenement mother 
was a dramatic sensation, and the 
newspaper critics pronounced her a 
rave. Jim Toney and Ann Nor- 
man in, “A Man About Town” cap- 
Opening act 
was Lester and Irving Trio doing 
a double lift hand balance that is 
sure-fire. Bob Hall deuced. 

The feature picture was the F.N. 
“Children of the Ritz,” average 
standard for this house, which will 
either have to get better first re- 
leases or switch over to a second 
run policy with pictures of an in- 
telligence level with the audience. 
The present situation is hopeless, 
especially with the house unwired. 
The organ novelty featured Earl 
Widener in “The Phantom Organist,” 
using a double console on the stage. 
It could be a real stunt if properly 
lighted with a phosphorescent phan- 
tom on the stage and an organist 
whose voice could be heard, especi- 


PARAMOUNT 
(Wired) 
(Unit-“Fore”) 

New York, M arch 23. 


Country clubhouse veranda right, 
band grouped on a plateau putting 
green effect, whole picture framed 
by an enormous weeping willow and 
backed by green vistas of fairway 
rolling into distance. To left is an 
elevated tee equipped with sandbox 
and the other paraphernalia. Whole 
picture goes to the heart of a 
mashie hound cooped up since No- 
vember. 

Twelve Albertina Rasch girls in 
novel sport costume, having wide 
leg pantalettes that make ‘em look 
like skirts, open with brisk tap rou- 
tine after brief introductory talk by 
Ted Claire, presiding comic for the 
unit, dressed in exaggerated plus 
fours for comedy. Into full stage 
from here, disclosing band led by 
Wilton Crawley, a mild m. c., but 
young man of engaging appearance, 
In jersey and knicks, with band in 
flanneis. Neat ballad number by 
Brian MacDonald, tenor, working 
with Alina Faye and brief talk to 
plant situation that a new profes- 
sional is to arrive, and the men are 
jealous of the girls’ interest. 

Miss Faye alone with guitar and 
song and then into dance with some 
striking acrobatic feats in difficult 
looking Russian steps and contor- 
tion. Girl stands out for her han- 
dling of comedy lyrics besides her 
dance specialty; which alone stands 
up on merit. 

Feature spot here for Claire in 
gagging with m. c., which is wasted 
effort, but going over strong on his 
unique dance technique. Exagger- 
ated plus fours spread like sails 
when he does some spins for a 
laugh. Claire is a dancing clown 
with virtuosity in his stepping. One 
freak bit had him lying prone on 
the stage and walking around on a 
pivot made by his ear, another sur- 
prise haw-haw. 

Girls are back in summery frocks 
for a sightly toe dance, and give 
way to Cliff Crane, in blackface and 
doing his comedy pantomime with 
a burning hot clarinet. Amusing 
bit of musical clowning, ending with 
a travesty impersonation of Jolson 
singing “Sonny Boy,” the band blat- 
ting out the tune on muted cornet 
while the comedian goes through 
the motions of an emotional ren- 
dering. 

Alex Morrison, trick golf shot spe- 
cialist, has a session here. Intro- 
duced as the new pro, he entrances 
to accompaniment of fluttering girls 
led by Miss Faye, and all demand- 
ing to be taught the golf swing, an 
excuse for Morrison to go into his 
specialty, using the high tee to left 
for illustration of golf shots such as 
hitting the pills in slow motion and 
driving balls from off Claire’s bean 
with running fire of comedy busi- 
ness. 

For the finale MacDonald and 
Miss Faye go into sentimental love 
song, while girls in tight uniforms 
of blue satin (maybe they represent 
caddies) assemble a lot of blocks in 





ally if the illusion was not explained 
until the following week. The way 
it was done Monday was a dumb 
flop. Libbey. 





81ST ST. 
(Wired—Vaudfilm) 


Seemingly the neighbors around 
Broadway and 8list are content 
merely to come in for the feature 
act and the feature. Sunday night, 
always a sell-out, saw the racks 
clean from about seven bells on 
but the house lacking capacity at- 
tendance until fully an hour after 
the show got under way. Then, in 
a rush, to complete the quorum, 
they came in time for the Anatole 
Friedland revue, which closed, and, 
of course, the feature. The flicker 
this firs thalf in the metropolitan 
R-K-O houses is “The Cohans and 
Kellys in Atlantic City,” surprising 
to house managers and patrons alike 
as to why it does biz Answer 
seems to be the Irish-Jewish com- 
bination all over again, plus the 
atmospheric beauty parade stuff. 

Four acts, which is one under 
the usual quota, played smoothly. 
Lillian St. Leon Co. with the circus 
rider stuff opened. Usual comedy 


interludes through the audience 
plants. 
-~* Margaret Schilling in the deuce 


registered nicely. A comely song- 
bird, her vocal accomplishments are 
as satisfying as her personality. 
Here’s a songstress who's also a 
looker, capable of musical comedy 
distinction. A sartorial perking up 
for distinction in dress might not 
be amiss although her charming 
personality well fits the simple frock 
She flashes. She sings with dis- 
patch and finish, eschewing the 
usual bow-off and on stalls, and, 
what's more, the pianolog interlude. 
Three Sailors were the comedy 
relief, a wow, as usual. 
Friedland’s nite club revue re- 
mains the same satisfying flash 
revuette. Act just closed at the 
Floridian hotel in Palm Beach. It’s 


wW 


an arrangement that becomes a cot- 
tage when the roof is lowered from 
above. All grouped for picture at 
finale. Whole subject is a departure 
from the tinsel and spangled en- 
semble upon which the de luxe cus- 
tomers have been fed all winter, and 
welcome as a refreshing novelty. 
Jesse Crawford is back at the 
bench, returning from a vacation in 
Florida. Organ interlude is far be- 
low his usual style, being a formal 
assembly of numbers grouped as 
“Schubertiana”’ — Marche Militaire, 
Serenade, and Unfinished Sympho- 
ny, ending with Romberg’s compo- 
sition based on symphony and called 
“Song of Love.” The organ maestro 
hasn't yet got into his stride. In- 
deed, since his advent at the Par- 





Timely and seasonal is the golf 
topic, and a sprightly subject to| 
build a presentation around. This! 
arrangement, called “Fore,” has re- 
ceived lively treatment at the hands 
of Boris Petroff and makes capital 
entertainment. 

Tricky stage setting starts pres- 
entation off with a scenic smash. 


amount it’s doubtful if he has had 
so flavorless an offering. 

Newsreel all Paramount, and 
again the trailer for next week's 
feature, “Chinatown Nights,” is an- 
noyingly interpolated in the topical. 
Trailer has talking sequences and, 
coming amid the news shots, it's 
puzzling. When purpose becomes 
evident as a ballyhoo for the house, 
they have a sense of being hoaxed. 
Fashion show in Technicolor, a 
pretty bit, also spliced into the 
news, but clicked with the femmes. 

“Red Skin” (Par) follows $2 run 
at the Criterion and is the feature 

Rush. 


ORIENTAL 


(Wired) 
Chicago, March 23. 

Probably one of the poorest stage 
shows the Oriental has yet had. 
Jack Osterman, whose activities as 
m. ec. usually brightens and covers 
up any number of holes, was further 
handicapped by a very bad cold 
Saturday and forced to keep in the 
background. Even without the cold 
Osterman would have had plenty to 
contend with. It is Will Harris’ 
idea of a book show and figured 
doubtless by him as a novelty. 
“Stop Thief” is the label Harris put 
on his production, designed to be a 
travesty from bits in shows. While 
the idea may have appeared good on 
paper it utterly failed to mature on 
the Oriental stage, 

As many times as Harris has 
tried stage books and flopped with 
them, he evidently still isn’t con- 
vinced that something is missing. 
Lengthy and draggy throughout, 
unit consumes 55 minutes of hodge 
podge and fades out like a close-up. 
Orchestra in the pit, with Victor 
Young directing, opened wiih a mu- 
sical selection as a drop in “one” 
revealed a “front page’”’ curtain lit- 
tered with newspaper headlines. 
About the only thing in this was a 
laugh for the insiders in a line of- 
fering 10,000 reward for the return 
of Harry Gourfain, B. & K. pro- 
ducer now at the Fisher, Detroit. 
What was probably intended to be 
a hilarious burlesque on “Diamond 
Lil” was a reproduction of the set 
in Mae West’s show a block away 
on the street. Gal impersonating Lil 
looked and acted anything but. Dit- 
to for the 10 “Lilys” surrounding 
her. Earl La Vere, a good accor- 
dion player, who gags on the side, 
was the only turn to stand out. 
Newman and Rogers, colored hoof- 
ers, tapped lightly through an aver- 
age routine, a solo by an unbilled 
tenor following and slowing up the 
pace considerably. Lovey Twins, 
turned on some more hoofing that 
was meaningless in the spot. Next 
scene, more or less incoherent, with 
the band on stage and La Vere gag- 
ing a court room bit as the judge. 

Kathryn Lewis, fair soprano, 
caroled a ballad in semi-classic 
fashion not so impressive. Oster- 
man, lurking near the wings, came 
to the fore to bring out Eleanor 
Masquelet, first prize winner in an 
opportunity contest tie-up with the 
local American. From an exploita- 
tion angle the tie-up was a com- 
plete bust. It would have been more 








advantageous to conduct profes- 
sional try-outs instead. As for Miss 
Masquelet, she is rank amateurish, 
possesed of a sweet immature voice 
and generally not so hot. She dida 
personality bit with Osterman that 
couldn’t arouse anyone and even on 
straight looks measures only fair. 
Finale was a weak affair featur- 
ing the Kurniker ballet, group of 
mediocre gals with the same rou- 





tine’s every other ballet uses. Fresh 
corps of fems wouldn’t hurt the 
house a bit. Osterman got off with 
but a single song on the windup 
because of his bad pipes, which 
about made him inaudible after the 
first 10 rows. 

Eight minute organ solo by Pres- 
ton Sellers caught the fancy of the 
community vocalists. Sellers, quite 
a fav, tries hard to give ’em some- 
thing new each week. Pathe Sound 
carried two news items while Para- 
mount came in for the same amount 





CAPITOL 

(Wired) 

(“Black and Gold”- Unit) 

New York, March 23. 

Johnny Burke, still doing his 1918 
routine, returns to Broadway but in 
a different location. In the days 
when his gags had them bouncing 
in the aisles, Burke played the Pal- 
ace with the regularity more re- 
cently identified with James Barton. 
In the interim the doughboy mon- 


ologist has been in Mack Sennett 
comedies, some of them talkers. 
Saturday he demonstrated that 
plenty of the peasants haven't heard 
those wheezes about the draft and 
the second loules. He also demon- 
strated that while his versatility 
may be limited his ability to get, 
hold and entertain a mob with noth- 
ing but chatter is still unquestioned. 
Capitol is just about the toughest 
spot on the big street for talk, and 
Burke didn’t muff a syllable from 
start to bend. 

Capitol has a new pit conductor 
Phil Spitalny, doubling from the 
dance department of the Hotel 
Pennsylvania. Must have been a 
terrific chore for a dance and jazz 
leader to suddenly undertake the 
guidance of a 70-piece symphony. 
That Spitalny acquited himself so 


ably testifies to his sterling mu- 
sicianship. 
It seems that some time ago 


Spitalny did a two-in-one trick for 
Loew's Allen, Cleveland, officiating 
at once as stage m. c. and pit po- 
tentate. Louis K. Sidney of Loew’s 
saw him there and filed the name 
for future reference. David Men- 
doza’s montainous work at the 
M-G-M studios where he is in mus- 
ical charge of scoring all coast- 
made features made it necessary to 
relieve him entirely of the Capitol 
responsibility. So Spitalny got the 
job. 

Spitalny’s style is quasi-dynamic. 
He is less gymnastic than Rubinoff 
at the Paramount, but possesses 
something of that musical athlete’s 
command of the situation. Capitol 
orchestra has not always been the 
course of popular entertainment it 
might easily be. For the inaugural 
overture Spitalny halved his time 
allotment between Tschaikowsky’s 
“Capriccio Italienne’ and “Lover, 
Come Back to Me,” from “New 
Moon,’ ‘the blend suggesting that 
tis is more the type of stuff that 
will appeal to the generality of fans. 

Stage unit got a slow start in 
order to permit Dave Schooler to 
get in his usual piano solo. Drapes 
parted sufficiently to reveal Dave 
mounted upon his faithful stool and 
running through the finger exercises 
that by now cannot possess much 
novelty for the Capitol clientele. 
Postponed entrance of the Chester 
Hale Girls was several valuable 
minutes too late, with the compen- 
sation not adequate for the loss of 
tempo sustained. 

Girls were fetchingly garbed in 
black and gold outfits strikingly ar- 
ranged so that as each girl appeared 
from the wings the color line ad- 
vanced, starting from the feet, inch 
by inch, until the final girl was en- 
tirely in black where the number 
one was all in gold. This was an 
eye-arresting sight for the gents 
with black silk, the muggs’ favorite, 
predominating. 

Evelyn Wilson, the Capitol’s lead- 
ing lady, still in stock at Broadway 
and 5ist. Following the precedents 
of Peggy Bernier, Helen Kane and 
other personalities developed as cel- 
ebs in the movie parlors, Miss Wil- 
son is shortly to enter a $5.50 show. 

Benny and Western, brisk broom 
hoofers, standard in picture houses, 
didn’t click in their customary siyle. 
Bad psychology of over-effusive in- 
troduction by Schooler seemed to 
react against them. Schooler pre- 
dicted audience would lacerate their 
torsos roaring. Audience didn’t. 

Ostrich feathers, gee-gaws galore, 
and fancy costumes helps “Black 
and Gold Blues” as a neat, colorful 
and entertaining unit. Arthur Knorr 
sponsored, 

Fair biz Saturday despite down- 
pour. Land 





also been out on its own sans the 
m. c. when Fricdland was stricken 
with the flu this past winter. With 
the songwriter-performer at the 
helm, it proceeds its smooth way to 
a rousing impression. From under- 
standing act is slated westward on 
an Orpheum jaunt. Abel. 


RIVERSIDE 
(Wired-Vaudfilm) 


Semi-final vaudfilm bill, prior to 
this house going straight two-a-day 
next week, So good and so much 
better than the feature picture that 
it’s almost straight vaude itself. It 
played to capacity and 200 odd 
standees Sunday night, all there to 
see the vaude; if they’ll buy five 
acts that graciously, it looks ripe for 
the come-hback. 

This ¢€th street section is a yaude 
section. It has always been the vest 
neighborhood (for vaude) anywhere, 
until they started slipping ‘em 


something that was vaude in name 
only. 


Nan Halperin is featured in the 
closing: spot and Will Oakland, a 
local radio name, third, both draw- 





of silent clips. Feature, “China- 
town Nights” (Par.) sound and 
talker, Loop. 

ing. Comedy second and fourth, 


and the only frail turn was the 
opener, 

Miss Halperin was on stage 18 
minutes with a beautifully written 
and arranged cycle of special songs. 
She smartly refrained from speech- 
making, a blown kiss serving as 
well, 

Oakland made the mistake that 
Miss Halperin didn’t, he made a 
speech, an entirely too long speech, 
and a speech that didn’t mean a 
thing. Took Will 3 minutes to say 
goodby, after Will had pleased them 
with his songs and after they yelled 
out the titles of more songs they 
wanted and didn’t get. Oakland 
might have stopped the show all 
over again had he consumed the 
same three minutes vocally, and he 
didn‘t need three whole minutes to 
tell them his nite club is still open. 
‘If you meet me in my club, Ill 
sing more for you,” said Will, and 
he said that in a vaude theatre 
where they wanted to hear him sing 
songs instead of ballyhoo his nite 
club. 

Stan Kavanaugh, nearest thing to 
perfection in the comedy juggling 
line since W. C. Fields, contributed 
the bill's initial comedy in the 
deuce. He's another big timer, this 








Kavanaugh, He talks as well as 


stunts for laughs, getting them both 
ways. 

Abbott and Bisland’s economical 
production act (5), going from one 
to special full, good for interme- 
diate topnotching, laughed their 
way through number four on this 
bill. Short comic, probably Abbott, 
gets enough out of a familiar money 
changing bit to create specializa- 
tion as to what he possibly would 
do with the added advantage of 
good material. Abbott looks like a 
production comedian. 

Pepitas Granados and Co., dance 
flash that handicaps its principal 
character too greatly with unbe- 
coming incidentals, opened. 

“Cohens and Kellys in A. C.” (U.), 
feature. Bige. 


JEFFERSON 


(Wired—Vaudfilm) 

Standees by the dozens Sunday 
night. Afternoon was off but as 
that seemed a general complaint 
with the spring weather as com- 
petition. Good show with Charles 
Ray (New Acts) topping the bill. 
That Ray musta meant something 
at the b. 0. was evident by the ap- 
plause he received on his entrance. 

(Continued on page 41) 
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AVALON. 


(Wired) 
Chicago, March 26. 

This and nearby Capitol are the 
two houses on bankrupt Nationa] 
Playhouses chain that a couple of 
big theatre operators wouldn't mind 
buying. The plan at present is 
they must buy nine smaller theatres 
in order to get the two plums. It 
may be six months before the cir. 
cult is broken up for individua} 
sales. 

In the meantime 
operates for the Chicago Title & 
Trust Co., receivers, and business 
along the circuit ranges from bad 
to good. For the Avaton and Capi- 
tol the potential drawing field is 
wide and not fastidious. Customers 
will take stuff there that would kill 
a theatre in other parts of the city. 
A good show Will have them lined 
up on the sidewalk at either end of 
the theatres. 

House booking “Woman of Af- 
fairs” right after it has played the 
competing and adjacent Tivoli tells 
its own story. Yet business pretty 
good. 

Opening week of new m. cg. 
Charlie Crafts. Usual introductory 
splurge. 

Crafts is a relief for the Avalon. 
House has had some of the most 
incompetent m. c.’s on record. This 
new gent is nice looking, sings well 
and has a personable line of talk. 
He has held down the same spot at 
the Stanley in Philadelphia and has 
worked vaude houses, teamed with 
Jack Sheehan at first and then with 
Jack Haley. In contrast to these 
that have passed out before him he 
is unusually efficient and.should last 
here for quite a while. 

Charlie Hogan spread on bookings 
for opening week, as did the pro- 
duction department. Ballet lineup 
Was increased from eight to twelve, 
and general dressing of the stage 
and people was beyond the usual 
budget. A _ brightly colored full- 
stage set was used for the main 
routining, with a flash finale worked 
by raising back drops to reveal ad- 
ditional platform scenery and the 
ballet company posing in showgirl 
costumes. Included in the finale 
flash was a large flaming sun, elec- 
trically lighted. Nifty production 
for a neighborhood spot. 

Clare Omar Mussu, marimbaphone 
player, classics and blues, a stand- 
ard act in picture huoses. Then La 
Varr Brothers and Pingree, two ac- 
robats with lady assistant who 
makes one short appearance. Broth- 
ers convert their talents into a 
comedy apache to start, and do 
well with it. Their best results are 
in an encore of serious hand-to- 
hand work, much better than the 
early hoke. 

Bernice and Thelma Bow, singing 
Pops to their own piano accompani- 
ment, radio-trained and _ suitable 
picture house material. Classy 
looks and good pop voices, but im- 
provement if employing special 
numbers or replacing a few of their 
older numbers. 

Closing act, Clemmons and Mar- 
sey, singing and dancing drunk 
comic with girl partner, who works 
just one short bit with him. Clem- 
mons’ limber legs produce some 
sensational stuff, and he stonped 
things cold here. A late spot act. 

Business fair, held back by third 
run film. Bing. 


James Costen 


COLONY 


(Wired) 
New York, March 24. 


Good 25-minute stage band show 
of its kind, but a kind that can- 
not compete with the larger and 
much better editions two blocks 
and five blocks down the street. It 
should have been a better show 
to support feature, “The Shady 
Lady” (Pathe). 

One-quarter house downstairs at 
four o’clock Saturday afternoon is 
the answer. 

Probably $500-$400 top, for three 
specialty people, maybe an equal 
amount for Walter O’Keefe, non- 
conducting m. ¢c., and guess your 
own salary for Sammy Kahn and 
his stage band (10). Not pit or- 
chestra. No productional expenses, 
a plain drape sufficing as the back- 
ing. Small nut, small attendance. 

O'Keefe is in the intimate, youth- 
ful, talking and_ singing single 
class, better suited for a cafe floor 
than a picture house stage, but al- 
ways pleasant if not a wow any- 
where. If Walter could only g£ag 
in person like he gags for the news- 
paper columnists. Or perhaps it’s 
only that the same stuff looks bet- 
ter in print. 

Sally Sweet, who some will say 
is as sweet as her name while 
others won't, did straight for about 
five minutes of O’Keefe’s bright 
chatter and then warbled one of 
those familiar “make” lyrics, with 
Kahn on the receiving end. It made 
Kahn look chumpy after he had 
warmed the bench while O'Keefe 
played hard to get with the same 
young lady. - 

Stewart good looking 
girls and acceptable dancers, al- 
ways looking better than they 
dance, seemed to need a bit more 
background than they received here. 
Everything was somewhat blah to 
walk in on cold and try-a modified 
shake in grass skirts. They were 
good enough to close the show with 
an eccentric double buck. D 

M-G-M talking short (Bob Nel- 
son), sound (Pathe) and_ silent 
news reels on the screen besides 
the feature. Bige. 


Sisters, 
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NEW ACTS 








— 


Dance Revue 
Mins.; One, 

(Specials) 
Palace (St. Vaude) . 

Gild Gray is back in vaudeville, 

t of pictures and personal appear- 
= s in presentation houses with 
. pictures. This is the second 
aaa of her brand new act under 
xO production and booking aus- 

ices, with 20 weeks all set for the 
P immying one. It’s her first New 
York showing. Miss Gray is guar- 
anteed $3,500 a week personally and 
the act gets $5,000. The difference 
eovers the 12 people in support, of 
whom Helen Denizon and Everett 
Lielan are featured. They are the 
adagio team. There are eight girls, 
a maid and a special conductor, plus 
a mess of special props and scenery. 

The result is a corking stage flash, 
heavy on production and sartorial 
merit, but shy on Miss Gray's own 
unique talents which are primarily 
those of tossing the torso and quak- 
ing the quivers. 

The eight girls, in teams of two, 

r by pair, introduce Miss Gray’s 

t performances in appropriate 
attire, including Hawaiian, South 
Sea or “Devil Dancer,” cabaret or 
hnotsy-totsy, and Piccadilly, a la 
Londonese. A phone sequence brings 
Miss Gray on impressively and she 
offers something new, lyrically an- 
nouncing that such is her consist- 
ent aim. That proves to be “Broad- 
way Rhythm,” not too strong. 

The agagioists followed with the 
first of two specialties, a Harlequin 
number. An Oriental ballet, includ- 
ing slinking gowns, bare tootsies 
and all the rest, missed fire. Again 
the adagio team, and finally “If My 
Singing Don’t Get You Then My 
Shimmy Must.” The shim and shiver 
is the finale, a bit torrid, but again 
lacking the color and elan of the old 
Gilda Grayisms like the nautch or 
her “South Sea Moon” dance num- 
bers. 

Plenty of sugar evidenced in that 
production with RKO standing 
everything and certain to do trade 
with the shivery one as a draw. 
But once in, she'll just lack some- 
thing. Mebbe, away from the sanc- 
tified portals of the Palace, she'll let 
out and draw strong stag biz. 

Abel. 


Two, Three, Four 


J. HAROLD MURRAY 
Songs 

15 Mins.; One 

Palace, Chicago (St. V.) 

Murray, coming out of “Rio Rita” 
after a long stretch in Chicago, 
makes his debut in vaude in out- 
standing fashion. From appearance 
angle Murray is strictly a ladies’ 
man. Dresses like million and 
troups in great style. 

At the Palace Murray hit with a 
bang after propelling four legiti- 
mate numbers and taking two en- 
cores. He could have done more 
easily. Two of the songs are from 
"Rio Rita.” 

A natural for vaudeville or the 
picture palaces. 


Loop. 


RIVIT’S All Girl Revue (23) 
and, song and dancing 
ins.; Three 
Academy (V-P) 


Another one of the familiar song 
and dance revues handicapped by 
absence of surefire vocalizing, 
smash hoofing or comedy. 

A nine-piece girl band, in big, 
yellow hats and bare legs, shows 
up for a convincing flash and or- 
chestrations are fine, but supporting 
talent needs plenty of propping to 
make the grade in the bigger 
houses, 

With the exception of one of the 
clinch routines presented by the 
Tivoli girls none of the material 
Strongly received here. 

The six Tivoli girls, opening with 
& precision dance number, in at- 
tractive black costumes and white 


Me bowed off to light ‘returns. 
ollowed by Glora Lee, acrobatic 
stepper, 


The Locust Sisters appeared sev- 
eral times with harmonizing that 
never roused any enthusiasm. Bet- 
er numbers and change of routine 
necessary if the girls are to go over 

e way they did in “Hit the Deck.” 
. Mostly hoofing and becomes tire- 
ome long before the finish. Comedy 
and strong vocal talent would help. 

Mori. 


MARY and IRWIN FIELDS 

nstrumental and Talk 
ins.; One 

Merican Roof 


Pe has girl at piano singing 
y Sa nist makes flash entrance on 
that — stage playing instrument | 
ane - coated with radium paint 
pe ee in the darkness. Bow 
bit shines, making it an effective 
Comedy talk is of the negligible 

. 4 = = ‘ 
fannt small timey, but the boy's 
e playing makes this turn an 


acceptable deucer for the neighbor- 
0ods, . 


LANE and OSGOOD 
Ongs and Dances 
ins.; One 
American (V-P) 


that, 2nd woman. Open with song 
arsen . ed through man s apparent 
t's nn ess. Then into Lue dance. 
and oat eee dancing combo 
acrob e best returns here on the 
atically routined work. 
lard workers. The woman's 


iter which hits and misses. 





Standout tee 
Waa , . tin 
dance, a contortionistic 


up. Mark. 


The man’s his split and nip- jcoule be built. 


VINCENT LOPEZ and Hotel St. 
Regis Orchestra (18) 

25 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Palace (St. Vaude) 


Lopez, of course, isn’t a New Act 
in the strict sense of the word, nor 
is his band routine radically new. 

Lopez, a pioneer stage band head- 
liner, is also a pioneer in the very 
thing which ever 80 often 
has brought new names and new 
personalities to attention, viz., the 
radio, Long before the Vallees, the 
Lombardos, the Happiness Boys, the 
Ipana Troubadours and the like, be- 
came famed on the air, Lopez was 
a household name on the WEAF 
network from the Hotel Pennsyl- 
vania, His “Lopez speaking” trade- 
mark today is perhaps the best 
known catch-phrase of its type, 
carrying with it the essential ad- 
vantage for purposes of showman- 
ship of plugging the maestro’s name 
each time spoken, 

Lopez has always had a name 
and a billing that’s a “natural.” 
The Castillian romanticism of his 
monicker is paralleled only by the 
Valentino suggestion in the Rudy 
Vallee name, and, as a name, Lopez 
has proved his draw repeatedly in 
picture houses where he was get- 
ting $4,500 to $5,500. R-K-O isn’t 
paying him more than $3,500. 

What makes Lopez distinctive, 
even at this late date, is his show- 
manly conformance with modern 
standards. With straight band in- 
strumentation somewhat antiquated, 
Lopez still selis that sort of thing 
for full value, but breaks it up and 
mixes in enough hoke to make his 
act a thoroughly appealing box of- 
fice proposition. 

For one thing he registers heavily 
with Louis Chico, who is a novelty 
instrumentalist, being a jazz harp- 
ist. One of his numbers is the tor- 
rid “Some of These Days.” A 
hoteh-cha-cha trio, known as the 
Three Rajahs, but not announced, 
is not important enough for its in- 
clusion as straight vo-do-de-o'ists. 
There’s a legitimate saxophonist, 
that be-mustached suggestion of 
Louis John Bartels, who gets more 
with a couple of brief opportunities 
than the entire trio does on the 
gross, Besides which they lack 
poise, personality and unction, not 
to mention a pants’ press. 

Lopez stalled out of stopping the 
show with his own piano solos, al- 
though forced to one encore. His 
graciously announced medleys of 
current hits, the special] arrange- 
ment of “St. Louis Blues” (always 
sure-fire and doubly so if done with 
the distinction of the Lopezites), 
plus the encoring “Tiger Rag,” put 
the Lopez act across impressively. 

For one thing, in his Hotel St. 
Regis combination, Lopez has the 
best band of his career. It'll prob- 
ably be the unit slated to open at 
Woodmansten Inn, the Pelham road- 
house in which Lopez is partnered 
with Gene Geiger, for it evidences 
an abundance of dance “sock” and 
rhythm. This, plus the arrange- 
ments and specialties for stage pur- 
poses, accounted for the healthy 
click of the act at the Palace. 

He’s a welcome return asset for 
R-K-O doubling, assuming that the 
St. Regis, roadhouse and radio al- 
ternates permit that in the time 
schedule. Abel. 


RICH and MANN 
Acrobats 

10 Mins.; Full 
American (V-P) 

Although given a New Acts place- 
ment, this two-man combo essays a 
comedy acrobatic routine of yester- 
year. Both effect boobish makeups 
and spend part of their stage time 
on some old bits, one that was no- 
ticeably vulgar as worked at the up- 
stairs show. It may belong to them 
by right of ancient conquest, but 
just the same it is palpably dirty 
and needs toning. 

Closing minutes devoted to acro- 
batics and a three-table high bal- 
ancing stunt and fall. Effective. 

Mark. 


LEFF and FIELDS 

Talk and Dancing 

12 Mins.; One 

Englewood, Chicago (V-P) 

This team formerly was in a Gus 
Fdwards act, and later Pinky Leff 
singled in picture houses. In vaude 
they’re doing a nut comedy routine 
in gob uniforms, accomplishing 
nothing much until they go into 
their hoofing. 

Open as nance sailors, lisping how 
wonderful it is to be in the navy. 
Then some indescribable nut chat- 
The sort 
of stuff that the young folks like. 

From then on the act improves, 
thanks to the eccentric hoofing. 
Looked like a light deucer at the 
Englewood. Bing. 
LES PALMIROS 
Xylophone- Marimba 


9 Mins.; One 
5th Ave. (V-P) 
Man and woman dress clown 


without whiteface and do a spirited 
series of duets on xylophone, instru- 
ment modified to soothing tone by 
some arrangement. 

Nice looking brunette girl who 
does the spectacular playing while 
the older man, perhaps her father, 
hammers routine bass. Attemnt no 
comedy although there is the basis 
for a slight flavoring of humor. 
Straight musie is agreeable and 
with a touch of showmanship turn 
Opened here neotly 

Rush. 








TED and AL WALDMAN 
Instrumental 

12 Mins.; One 

Palace (St. V) 


Ted Waldman is remembered as 
the harmonica hound who “straight- 
ed” in the box for Eva Tanguay. 
Later it became Ted and Shep 
Waldman. Ted and Al Waldman 
may still be the same team, with a 
slight change of name. Their in- 
strumental versatility is essentially 
the same, with the indigo harmoni- 
ca harmonics predominating. 

Their manner of working is new 
since last seen. They essay bell- 
hop get-up, a not particularly happy 
idea. Therein lies the team’s chief 
drawback. Some different style of 
presentation is bound to improve 
the returns. Maybe working collect 
or straight might prove even better 
than the eccentricities of their 
present costuming, which does not 
set them off well. 

Outside of a little ukeing and the 
musical saw, the harmonica “blue- 
ology” (which is their billing) is 
the punch of the act. They are a 
bit too flip and fly in an attempt for 
comedy, and it might work out bet- 
ter if they didn “St. Louis Blues” 
with the same seriousness and ear- 
nest impressiveness as do Gus Mul- 
cahy, Borrah Minevitch and the 
other “mouth organ” virtuosi, That 
Handy classic has never flopped, 
especially when indigoed on the 
harmonica, 

Here, as the Palace, in the deuce, 
the Waldman boys were an in-and- 
out, click-and-miss impression. 
There were stretches of two or 
three minutes when little or noth- 
ing happened; other times they 
garnered some laughs. A little ed- 
iting should help on the whole. 

Abel. 





MARY and BOB (5) 
Sketch; 22 mins.; Three 
58th St. (V-P) 


Mary and Bob, of the True Story 
hour, billed as “known to millions 
of radio fans,” venture into vaude, 
and though they prove charming 
people, their war sketch is super- 
ficial, 

It is the unsophisticated story of 
two girls whose boy friends are 
ensnared by the war, and the girl's 
consequent grief. That’s about all 
the sketch amounts to. The first 
scene, a restaurant, and grapefruit 
squirt for comedy. Pair agree to 
meet on park bench. Scene two is 
living room of a friend of the first 
mentioned dame. Watching troops 
pass from her window, she sees bey 
friend and soliloquizes on the un- 
fairness of war and her own misfor- 
tune. 

Back to the park bench, where 
boy friend doesn’t show. He’s gone 
oversea. Third scene same as sec- 
ond. Girls happy over Armistice. 
First girl never heard from her 
chance acquaintance. 

Back to restaurant. Waitress re- 
members girl and tells her the man 
has been in recently. Just then he 
walks in. Clinch. Curtain. No op- 
portunity with this in vaude. Scenes 
are laudably swift. Picture slide 
used to indicate lapse of period be- 
tween fourth and fifth scene. 





LILLIAN ROTH 
Songs 

15 Mins.; One 
Audubon (V-P) 


Now out of the kid class Lillian 
Roth is back in vaude for a spell, 
having profited many ways by her 
experience in the musicals. It was 
out of the varieties Miss Roth was 
plucked for Earl Carroll's “Van- 
ities,” and her return after a long 
absence finds her presenting an en- 
tertaining act. 

Miss Roth is best remembered as 
one of the Roth sisters, she and 
Anna doing a kid act. She has 
eschewed all of her kid mannerisms 
but retains her girlish charm of de- 
livery. 

Miss Roth goes in for topical 
songs but gives them just a little 
more attention than average. She 
is a snappy dresser. Little bit of 
tapping she did as an encore was 
just labor lost. Doesn’t need any 
hoofing to sell her stuff. Mark. 


THREE SNAPSHOTS 
Dancing 

10 Mins.; One 

5th Ave., New York 


Excellent hoofing trio display a 
variety of footwork which should 
get attention. 

Colored boys, in black and white 
clothes, plenty of pep, speed and 
novelty. After a few opening bars 
of vocal music the boys go into the 
first tap routine, which immediately 
stamps them Grade A in that de- 
partment. 

Material following bears out first 
indications. As soloists each of the 
three has a surefire, snappy special- 
ty, the third clinching in every case. 
No repeats, nothing to slow the 
numbers, every one of the attempts 
impressing favorably. Mori. 


MAUD HENRY’S ELEPHANTS 
Trained Animals 

6 Mins.; Full 

Academy (V-P) 

A trio of elephants of midget pro- 
portions compared with some of the 
bigger jungle pachyderms splendid- 
ly trained. A bully act, a routine of 
tricks showing unusual trainer con- 
trol and cleverness and nothing 
overdone. 

Act is modernized and made an 
applauded closer at the Academy. 

Mark. 


| CHARLES RAY and CO. (1) 





VARIETY 41 





EF" 





Songs and Piano 
13 mins.; One 
Jefferson (V-P) 


Charles Ray. ex-film star, in per- 
gon and selling personality. Sings 
pleasantly and diversifies his rou- 
tine sufficiently. 

With Ray at the 
McClough, 
masterfully. 

Ray sang “Some Day Ill Get the 
Key” which was a simple little 
number in which he sings about 
taking lessons but getting off key 
until the last note. He then gave 
his impression of “Brokenhearted,” 


is Rex 
ivories 


piano 
who tickles the 


a good bit as he does it. He fol- 
lowed with his imitation of the 
Jazz Hound, which also clicked. 


Ray seems to be a natural mimic. 

For the finish he rendered “Mr. 
Kipling, I'm trying to be that man 
your poem tells me to.” No remarks 
about his Hollywood life; no al- 
lusions to his screen past and per- 
haps just as well with Ray intent 
on making good in vaude on talent. 

Mark. 





U. S. INDIAN RESERVATION 

BAND (18) 

25 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Riverside (V-P) 

This is the aggregation of Injun 
jazzists who made tepee and whoo- 
pee at the inaugural ball in Wash- 
ington, D. C., sponsored by Vice- 
President Charles Curtis, who is 
himself part Indian. A corking per- 
former and an excellent showman, 
Chief Shunatona, a personable lead- 
er and an agreeable personality, is 
at the helm. He does his conduct- 
ing with a large single feather for 
a baton. 

Band numbers 18, including the 
chief, two femmes, one Princess 
Young Blood, who contributes a 
Sousaphone solo, and the other a 
strikingly comely Indian maid who, 
outside of strumming a mean uke 
in the ensemble, does little of dis- 
tinction. She is the s. a. of the or- 
ganization and should be spotted to 
better optical advantage, instead of 
in the second file. 

The princess who does “Old Black 
Joe” as a Sousaphone solo is an- 
nounced as being the only woman to 
master this instrument, in addition 
to playing the largest of its kind. 
She clicked. 

The other feature member is 
Chief Roaring Thunder, basso, in- 
troduced from the ranks early. He 
plays a wind instrument, and seems 
to be a legitimate musician; not 
merely a phoney “doubler.” 

Act is a pip for novelty, speed, 
color and atmosphere. Chief Shun- 
atona first introduces the act as 
being 100 per cent full-blooded In- 
dian in personnel, A charming lin- 
guistic touch is lent through calling 
his race “Induns”; otherwise his 
diction is flawless. 

In full native regalia, the boys 
sure know their jazzique. A great 
reed and brass section, especially 
the latter, “socks it out” plenty. 
There’s a reed soloist who registers 
in one opportunity. Sixteen tribes 
from as many states of the union 
are represented in the ranks. All 
are college graduates, accounting 
for a sub-billing, “From camp to 
campus,” and they look it. 

This cued Chief Shunatona for his 
“Land of Long Ago” ballad, with 
a well-phrased special patter dwell- 
ing on the red skin’s metamorphosis 
under white man's rule. 


After the specialties the con- 
ductor said they’d get “hot” and 
make Injun whoopee, delivering 


some torrid jazzapation to show- 
stopping returns. A well put speech- 
let recalled them for another en- 
core. 

Act's a natural for anybody’s the- 
atre, replete with ballyhoo and ex- 
ploitation potentialties and a whale 
of a box office card. It can come 
into the Palace tomorrow. Abel. 





HARRY ROGERS’ 
(21) 

Band Revue ; 

65 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 

86th Street (V-P) 


Second all-femme unit turned out 
in last couple of months by Harry 
Rogers, Chicago flash producer. 
First is already on the Orpheum 
tour. This one ranges from small 
time to passable hoke. Never gen- 
erates much wallop, but femininity 
angle suffices. Plausible guess that 
it’s in the bag for eastern family 
time. Should not be spotted, how- 
ever, in any houses where RKO is 
trying to bring vaude back or 
where customers have fastidious 
tastes. 

Revue looks bad in a couple of 
spots, where hanging pieces smell of 
the warehouse and costumes on 
chorines ditto. Little class to those 
steppers. Girl band has the per- 
sonalities. Music par with average 
dame band and some clowning that 
was worth laughs at this house, 

Two acts accompanying revue and 
spotted second and fifth therein are 
Vera Post, male impersonator, and 
Howard and Todd, singing come- 
diennes. Miss Post is English, and 
her songs fearfully so. A clever im- 
personator, she was, nevertheless, 
rather a stage wait with a series of 
songs, each topping the other in the 
assininity of their lyrics. Mesdames 
Howard and Todd were more in the 
American manner, semi-roughneck, 
and liked. 

Valuable for bookings more on 
publicity angles than intrinsite en- 
tertainment, Land. 


All-Girl Show 


KRIPPEN AND BROWN 
Songs and Talk 

12 Mins.; One 

Hamilton (V-P) 

Colored team with plenty of dyna- 
mite. Katie possesses a voice plen- 
tifully lowdown. Loads of volume 
and delivery of a finished vaude 
artist. Has a cabaret smack. No 
can dance but charged with 
sophistication. 

Brown, corked up, is on the other 
end of crossfire chatter which is 
weak. Pair should improve their 
talk to conform with the musical 
talents. 

Brown plays banjo. Audience 
clamored for more and went hard 


for Katie’s scorching blues. No 
class but hot. 


vocal 


DON QUIXANO and CO. 
Song, Dance, Talk 

18 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Englewood, Chicago (V-P) 


Don Quixano, Spanish name play- 
ing French comic, satisfactory mid- 
west act with improvement if more 
compact and trimming running 
time, 

Quixano is known locally as a 
straight cafe singer, but does pretty 
good with his comedy attempts here. 
Assisting him are four girls, three 
singing and dancing and one at the 
piano. 

Setting is a song shop. Both 
Quixano’s and the girls’ pipes are 
good, and give the act most of its 
merit. Dancing and talk pass with- 
out scoring any real punch. 

Bing. 





JEFFERSON 


(Continued from page 40) 


“The Cohens and Kellys at At- 
lantic City” (U) with sound, was 
considered a draw in this section as 
there were a number who came in 
when the last of the night vaude 
was on view. That in itself is re- 
garded at this house as positive 
proof the picture has its lure. In 


happened, 

Things sure have changed down 
at the Jeff. Just imagine a packed 
Jeff house sitting as still ds death 
listening to the orchestra play a 
classical number. Still more sur- 
prising they applauded. Jeff also 
now featuring its pipe organ with 
Max Rosanoff given special inning 
and spotlight. 

Vaude started with Leach Le 
Quinlan Trio, effective acrial turn. 
Frank Jerome and Evelyn put in 
eight minutes of dancing routine, 
clicked. 

Gladys Clark and Henry Bergman, 
third, aided and abetted musically 
by the Cook Sisters, helpful duo for 
the act. That finale of theirs, “You 
Can't Take Away the Things That 
Were Meant for Love,” with Berg- 
man in good voice, proved a pip in 
this house. 

After Charles Ray’s chore Bren- 
del and Bert appeared and goaled 
‘em. Brendel was never funnier. 
Flo Bert is one cf the best straight 
women in vaude and plus plenty 
of IT. 

Davis Dwan revue closed. Act 
is working far better than when 
first introduced in the local sector. 

Mark. 


58TH ST. 


(Wired-Vaudfilm) 


No biz complaint Sunday after- 
noon. Tolerant audience delighted 
with the screen attraction, “Cohens 
and Kellys in Atlantic City” (U), 
which supplied all the laughs pal- 
pably missing from a _ shapeless 
five-act vaude layout. 

Norton and Newsome led off. Two 
girls, blonde and brunet, the blonde 
at a grand piano harmonizing with 
partner. “High on Hilltop” their 
best number. Fair work, but haven’t 
the slightest notion of salesman- 
ship. Twelve minutes. 

Williams’ Midgets, imported act, 
in the deuce. Strictly a “smallie,” 
with a cast of nine, man and wom- 
an as understanders for simple ac- 
robatics. One midget featured in a 
charleston and supposed-to-be hot 
song. 

tobby Folsom lent some degree 
of Broadway tone to the slate in 
her interpretation of Neville Flee- 
son’s “Samples.” Kane and Ellis 
followed Miss Folsom and were 
granted an enthusiastic response 
for enlivening things a bit. 

Then for 22 minutes Sandra held 
the stage. She is best described as 
an astonishing paradox. Just a for-" 
eign dame convinced she is a danc- 
er. With a billing of 11 people, of 
which only seven appear, the little 
blonde trips on in a lavish back- 
ground. But the four-piece stringed 
orchestra—all artists—and a master 
of ceremonies to tell the folks she 
cavorted for the crowned heads of 
Europe, Sandra is, nevertheless, 
weak on her toes, and her knees are 
equally unsure. Eddie Rogers, the 
m. ¢c., is a purveyor of soggy cracks, 
his office being more to do hand- 
springs in simulation of wildness 
over Sandra’s figure. 








Max Herschmann, manager of 








Loew's Circle, New York, has re- 
signed to join the Acme Film Co. 
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- PRESENT ATIONS—BILLS 
NEXT WEEK (April 1) 


Shows carrying numerals such as (31) or (1) indicate 
week on Sunday or Monday, 


THIS WEEK (March 25) 





as dat 


e may be. For 


with split weeks also indicated by dates. 


An asterisk (*) before name signifies act is 


this week (24) or 


new to city, 


next 
(25) 


opening 


doing a new 


turn, reappearing after absence or appearing for first time. 


Pictures include in classification picture 


presentation as adjunct. 


PARIS 
Week March 25 


Cirque de Paris 


Wall's Crocodiles 
Marces Tr 
Gaudot 
Edward's Horses 
Antonet & Beby 
Mylos & Coco 


Cirque d’Hiver 
Bruna & Yolanda 
Iowa 
Joe & Little W'lt’r 
Medini 
Joe Reichen Dogs 
Kling’s Monkeys 
Brick Korowin 8 
M Carre Jr 
Carre’s Horses 
Fratellini 3 
Sunderman Tr 
Captain Emmel 
Facory 4 

Empire 
Ingenues’ Jazz 


Kurien Tr 


Mary Jordan 
Dijbo 
Thompson 3 
Roblains 
Black & White 
Fransky 
Gesky 
Geltner Tr 
Olmypla 
G Roger 
Milly Rex 
Stavil 
Carmen Monta 
Carlos Montolla 
Geza Varady 
Maxim 3 
Volbert & Days 
Matsumoto Tr 
Leyton'’s 2 
Aragon Allegria 
Myrons 





J W Jackson Tr 


Rene's Dogs 
Tom-Tit 2 








Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (23) 
“Black & Gold” U 

Dave Schooler 
Capitolians 
Chester Hale Girls 
Phil Spitalny 
“Spite Marriage” 


Colony (23) 
Walter O'Keefe 
ammy Kahn Orch 
tuart Sis 
Sally Sweet 
“Shady Lady” 
Paramount (23) 
“Fore” Unit 
Ted Claire 
Alex Morrison 
Cliff Crane 
Wilton Crawley 
rian MacDonald 
Olive Faye 
A Rasch Girls 
“Redskin” 


Roxy (23) 
32 Roxyettes 
Patricia Bowman 
Leonide Massine 
R Wales Huddle 
Merriam Field 
Florence Rogge 
Beatrice Belkin 
Audrey Kadoch 
H Farringmore 
Mary Milan 
Ruth Parks 
Alice Berwald 
L Feffterbloom 
Avalon Plummer 
“Speakeasy” 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Avalon (23) 
Roy Detrich Bd 
urt & Lehman 
Bile Gerber 
High Hat St’p’rs 
; Capitol (23) 
Charlie Craft's Bd 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Texas Redheads 
Grace Doro 
Chicago (22 
Vers'l’s G’'d'n’ P’n 
H L Spitanly Bd 
Max & Gang 
Luella Feirtag 
Ruloff-Elting 3 
Dorothy Berke 
Leslie 
Hans Muenzer 
Ballet 
“The Wolf Song” 
Granada (23) 
Chas Kaley Bd 
Bee Starr 
Jones & Hull 
Marito & Martinez 
Theo Kosloff Tr 
Mitchell Borint 
Pollack Singers 
Harding (23) 
“Melody Menu’ U'’t 
Al Morey Bd 
Heller & Riley 
Lassiter Bros 
Robin & Hood 
Melody Girls 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ 
Marbro (23) 


Benny Meroff Bd 
Harry Howard Co 
3 Bennett Bros 
Margaret Merle 
Norshore (23) 
‘Dude Ranch’ Unit 
Al Kvale Bd 
Duffin & Draper 
Nat Spector 
Caites Bros 


Ballet 
*‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ 
Oriental (23) 


Stop Thief’ Unit 
Jack Osterman Bd 
Lovey 2 
Earl LaVere 
Newman & Rogers 
Kathryn Lewis 
E Masquelet 
Kurniker Ballet 
‘Chinatown Nights’ 
Paradise (23) 
“Footlights” Unit 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Geo Rosener 


b>) oris Roche 


& B Wahl 
Eddie Walzer 
“Wild Orchids” 

Rialto (23) 
Billy DeLisle 
Rankin & Lester 


Stratford 
2d half (28-30) 
Russell Cooke Bd 


Gaines & Johnson 
Minnette & Darling 
Lillian Barnes 
Mack & Stanton 
Bob Hope 

Tivoli (23) 
‘Magic Rug’ Unit 
F Masters Bd 
Ashley Paige 
Starr & Rollo 
Burns & Kissen 
Emilie & Romaine 
Harry Johnson 
Foster Girls 
“Red Dance” 

Tower (23) 
“All Star Rev’ Unit 


— 


Los Kosloff Bd 
Harry Downing 
Meyakos 

Buddy Rich 

“The Dummy” 
Uptown (23) 
‘Vanity Fair’ Unit 
Verne Buck Bd 
Emily Day 
Johnny Payne 
Erner & Fisher 
Renoff & Renova 
Monsieur Berg Co 
D Berke Girls 
“Wild Orchids” 


ATLANTA, GA. 
Howard (1) 
‘Mission Bells’ U't 

Si Wills 

Anita LaPierre 
Inez & DeWynn 
Brown & Bailey 


BALTIMORE 
Century (25) 
Richy Craig Jr 
Boyd Senter 
Markell & Faun 
Pring & Byal 
Williams Sis 
Gamby-Hale Girls 


Metropolitan (23) 


Joe Rines 
Dave Rubinoff 
“Wolf Song” 


BROOKLYN 
Fox (23) 

A & M Havel 
Barto & Mann 
Jaseph Herbert 
Broadway Rebels 
16 Markert D’c’rs 
Eddie Miller 
Oscar Lorraine 


Paramount (23) 
Paul Ash 
“Redskin” 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (23) 


Lou Forbes 
Johnny Perkins 

6 Lucky Boys 
Cunning & Clemen 
M Dorothy Jane 
Gould Dancers 


Lafayette (23) 
M Padula 


Morton Jewel Co 
Ed Sherriff Co 
“Wea River” 

CLEVELAND 
State (23) 


Stubby Gordon 
Foster Girls 
“Kid Gloves” 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace (30) 
“Volcano” Unit 
Frank Melino Co 
Ted & Jack Dale 
Eleanor Terry 
Gil Wray 
Foster Girls 
DENVER, COL. 
Denver (28) 
‘Minstrels of '29' U 
Singer’s Midgets 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Capitol (30) 
‘Crinoline Jazz’ U’t 
Jack Egan 
Bayes & Speck 
John Quinlan 
Chapman & Snyder 
Nell Jewell 
F Sorrell Girls 
DETROIT 
Capitol (23) 
“Grab Bag” Unit 
Del Delbridge 
Frank Masters 
Pauline Gaskins 
Lloyd & Brice 
Tillyou & Roger 
‘Chinatown Nights’ 
Fisher (23) 
‘Take It Easy’ U’t 
Charles Irwin 
Andrini Bros 
Lucille Peterson 
Gypsy Byrne 
“Lucky Boy” 


Michigan (23) 
“Barcelona” Unit 
Al Evans 


Jack North 
Berke Castinets 
Bobby Gilbert 
Rene & Evelyn 
Borge Moller 
Ross McClean 

E Werner Orch 
“Carnation. Kid” 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (30) 
‘Step on It’ Unit 
Paul Mall 

B & J Peterson 
Helen Wright 
Bernoff & J 

F Sorrell Girls 





‘ 


D’Armandy & Lav 


‘Laces & Graces’ R 


‘Lone Wolf's D’t’r’ 


‘Varieties of '29' U 


‘Chinatown Nights’ 


Broadway Flashes 


‘B’ty Shop Blues’ U 





policy, with vaudeville or 
- 
LOS ANGELES 3 Black Aces 
Boulevard (29) Mandell Bros 
Lynn Cowan Bd “Blue Skies” 
“Greyhound Ltda” Stanley (25). 
Carthay Circle ‘Song Shoppe’ Unit 
(Indef.) “Lady of Chance” 


Carli Elinor Orch 
“The Iron Mask 
Chinese (Indef.) 
Sid Grauman Pro! 
Buster West 

A Rasch Girls 
Pasquali Bros 
Jerre Coe 

Alfred Late! 
‘Broadway Melody’ 


Criterion (30) 
Creatore's Orch 
“Speakeasy” 


Egyptian (28) 
Frank Jenks Bd 
“The Dummy” 
Loew's State (28) 
“Sweethearts” Idea 
Nat Nazarro 

H 8 Iki 

Aber 2 


Suite 509 








PITTSBURGH 
Enright (23) 
Dick Powell's Or 
Sunshine Sammy 

Bobby Randall 
Nancy Decker 
“Hardboiled Rose” 
Penn (23) 
‘Harvest Time’ U't 
Teddy Joyce 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Ted Marks 
Varsity 4 
Stanley 2 
Okla Slickers 
Dave Gould Girls 
“Desert Nights” 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (23) 
Billy Maine Co 
Leo Bill Co 


ORCHESTRAS 


I can use a few good combinations 
of from 


5 TO 15 MEN 
Entertaining Organizations 


Who Have 
SINGERS and DANCERS 


Preferred 


SUMMER WORK 


rite---Wire---Call 


ALF T. WILTON 


Bryant 2027-8 


1560 Broadway 
NEW YORK 








Rube Wolf Bd 
Kader 

Hubbard Sis 

12 P’chie Pet Girls 
“Fancy Baggage”’ 
Paramount (28) 
“Bubbles’’ Rev 
Gatanos 

Martie Martell 
Ross & Edwards 
Gene Sheldon 


“Why Be Good” Dave Gould Girls 
. J Marta Kay 

piAlabama’ Ys Paul Oscard Rev 

‘Bag o’ Tricks’ U ‘Stanford Glee C’lb’ 
BOSTON “The Wolf Song” 


United Artists (28) 
C Sharpe Minor 
“Hearts in Dixie” 
Warnes Bros. 
(Iindef. 
Leo Forbstein Bd 
“Colleens” Pres 
Powell & Madeline 
Sheffield 
Reed & Duthers 
Ann Toddings 
George Schreck 
B Greenwood 
“Sonny Boy” 
NEWARK 
Branford (24) 
Ben Ross 
Edith Thayer 
Geraldine & Joe 
4 Merrymakers 
M & D Dietrich 
John Boyle Girls 
“Lucky Boy” 
N. ORLEANS, 
Saenger (30) 
t | “Blossoms” Unit 
Eddie Magill’ 
Dolores & Eddy 
Salmonse 
Paul Kirkland 
Arthur Ball 
Foster Girls 


“Stars” Unit 
Evans & Perez 
Jack Powell 
Harm & Nee 
Jack Egan 
Maureen & Sonny 
Charles Barnes 
Gampby-Hale Girls 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (25) 


Madelyn Killeen 
Vercell Sis 

4 Black Cats 
Billy Kalitz 
Diero 


LA, 


Jack Waldron Rev 


‘Freedom of Press’ 


y's (25) 

Nite Cl’b 8S'd'ls’ U 
Frosini 
Grindel & Esther 
Snyder & St Johns 
“Sin Sister’ 

Fox’s (25) 
Jane Green 


Rena Parker 
Victoria 6 
Cortini Co 
“Fancy Baggage” 
8S. ANT’NIO, TX. 
Texas (30) 
“Blue Rev” Unit 
Bob LaSalle 
Irene Taylor 
Frank Steva 
Pell & Cola 
Small Bros 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (22) 
Heidts Band 
Helene Hughes 
Roy Smoot 
“Desert Nights” 
Granada (22) 
Brooke Johns 
Jeanie Lang 
Gino Severi 
Charles Barnes 
Maurieen & Sonny 


|]Harm & Nee 


Evans & Perez 
“Close Harmony” 


8ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (23) 
“Just Kids” Unit 
Ed Lowry 
Ad Carter 
Anna Chang 
Charles Rozella 
Al Lewis 
“Kid Gloves” 
Missouri (23) 
‘Artists & M'd'ls’ U 
Milton Slosser 
“The Dummy” 
W’SHINGT’'N, D.C. 
Fox (30) 
Bert Frohman 
Joe TaRose 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloff 
“Hearts in Dixie” 
; (23) 
Bert Frohman 
Rome & Gaut 
2 Black Blots 
Foxettes 
Melba Vierdag 
F Armstrong 
Olsen & St. John 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloff 
‘Making the Grade’ 
Palace (30) 
‘Rainbow Trail’ U't 
Jean Boydell 
Ossman & Schepp 
Marie White 
Clemons & Macey 
(23) 


‘H’py Go Lucky’ U 
Bobby Agnew 

Al Norman 
Aubrey Sis 

3 Swifts 





Palace Syncopat’rs 
“Mating Call’ 








Ist half (1-3) 
Bassett & Bailey 
Cranston & Lee 
Collegiana 
Reiss & Dunn 
Al’x'nd'rf L’gan &G 
Chabot & Tortini 
Page & Class 
(One to fill) 

2d half (4-7) 
Forest & Lake 
Jack McClusky Co 
Red Pirate 
Leighton & May 
Oscar Lorraine 
Lucas & Lillian 
(Two to fill) 


Boulevard 

1st half (1-3) 
Pielot & Scofield 
Myrtle Boland 
Lane & Lee 
Victor Oliver Co 
Memories of Opera 

2a half (4-7) 
Lohse & Stirling 





Murray & Leonard 
Vox & Walters 


Stewart & Lash 

Cavaliers 
Commodore 
Ist half (1-3) 

Violet & Norman 


VARIETY 


? 


Wednesday, March 27, 1929 








Chapelle & Carit’n 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (4-7) 
3 LaMoures 
Carroll Sis 
B Ralston Co 
Renard & West 
Roycell Sis & Sher 
(One to fill) 

Fairmount 

Ist half (1-3) 
France & LaPell 
Scherr Bros 
Toomer & Day 
Oscar Lorraine 


Gibbs Two 
2d half (4-7) 

Convey & Johnny 

Long Island Trail 

Edith Clifford Ce 

Gibbs Two 

(One to fill) 
Grand 


ist half (1-3) 
Clayton & Leonard 
Ruth Roye 
Paris Creations 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (4-78 
Andressens 
Carey, Long & M 
Donovan & Breen 
Parody Club Rev 
(One to fill) 
Lincoln Sq. 
Ist half (1-3) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Carlion & Bellew 
Long, Long Trall 
Billy Beard 
Tent Show Revels 
2d half (4-7) 
Flying Hartwells 
Ethel Pastor 
Brooks & Nace 
Robbins & Jewett 
Weldon’s Tid Bits 
National 
Ist half (1-3) 
Lucas & Lillian 
Dixie Hamilton 
Brooks & Nace 
Lewis & Ames 
Dancing Lessons 
2d half (4-7) 
Mazola 3 
Jean Barrios Co 
Alton & Wilson 
Evans Wolf Bd 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
ist half (1-3) 
Three Students 
Lime 3 
Kramer & Boyle 
Kramer Boyle Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (4-7) 
Five Harmaniacs 
Lydia Harris 
Barrett & Cuneen 
Sunshine Sam & B 
Margo Beth Co 
State (1) 
Six Maxellos 
Bernard & Henrie 
Smith & Hart 
Lander Bros & L 
Making Whoopee 
Victoria 
Ist half (1-3) 
Zeller & Wilburn 
DeCosta & C 
Murray & Maddox 
Stewart & Lash 
Cavaliers 
2d half (4-7) 
France & LaPell 
Riley & Gale 
Kramer & Boyle 
Kramer & B Co 
(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
ford 
ist half (1-3) 
Flying Hartwells 
Murray & Leonard 
Mr & Mrs Phillips 
Lew Kelly Co 
O'Connor Family 
2d half (4-7) 
Chapele & Carlton 
Clark & O'Neill 
Victor Oliver Co 
Campus Sweeth’rts 
(One to fill) 
46th St. 
ist half (1-8) 
Andressens 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Renard & West 


Premier 

Ist half (1-3) 
Roycell Sis & 
Jean Barrios Co 
Bobby Randali 
Jac C Morton Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (4-7) 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Fynan & Doris 
Murray & Maddox 
B Ridge Aamblers 
(One to fill) 


pect 
(1-3) 
3 Worcesters 
Ethel Pastor 
O'Neill & Manners 
Anthony & Howl'd 
Masterpieces 
2d half (4-7) 
Ford & Price 
Fulton & Parker 
Bobby Randall 
(Two to fill) 
BAY RIDGE 
Loew's 
Ist half (1-3) 
Peggy English 
Fulton & Parker 
D Harris & F’kie 
Dave Harris Girls 
(One to fill) 
2d*halft (4-7) 
Page & Class 
Carlton & Bellew 
M Montgomery Co 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (1) 
Alpine Sports 
Jack Goldie 
Jack Conway Co 
Watts & Hawiey 
Lieut Rice Co 
CLEVELAND, 0O. 
Granada 


Ist half (1-3) 
California Peaches 
Ann & Frank 
The Great Leon 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (4-7) 
De Toregos 
Lew Wilson 
Lew Wilson Gang 
(Two to fill) 

CORONA, L. I. 

Plaza 


ist half (1-3) 
Ford & Price 
Connolly & Shirley 
Joe Darcey 
B Ridge Ramblers 
(One to fill) 

2a half (4-7) 
Dorothy Wahl Co 
Owen McGivney 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
The Wager 
(One to fill) 
EVANSV’LE, IND. 

Loew’s (1) 
Kanazawa Tr 
Fein & Tennyson 
C’ton Emmy's Pets 
J Harmon & Co 
Gaston-Andree Co 
HOUSTON 

Houston (1) 
Campbell & Brady 
Hinds & Leonard 
Lane & Harper 
Billy Arlington Co 
Bag o’ Tricks 

JAMAICS. LX & 


Hillside 

ist half (1-3) 
Bach Sis Co 
Hale & Hoffman 
Donovan & Breen 
NTG’s Rev 
(One to fill) 

2a half (4-7) 
3 Worcesters 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Kerr & Weston R 
Carney & Jean 
(One to fill) 


Pros 
ist half 


Loew's (1) 
Iarimer & Hudson 
Alice Morley 
Scott Bros & V 
Conrad & Eddy 
Doc Baker Co 

ONTREAL 

Loew's (1) 
Helen Carlson 
Boyce & Evans 





Pease & Nelson Co 











EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 





EN ROCK 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. ¥. City 








Edith Clifford Co 

Evans Wolf Rd 
2d.half (4-7) 

3 Students 

Dixie Hamilton 

Lane & Lee 

Ross Wyse Jr Co 

Memories of Opera 


Gates Avenue 
ist half (1-3) 
3 LaMoures 
Green & Austin 
Marion Sunshine Co 
Georgie Price 
L Kessler Co-Eds 
2d half (4-7) 
Lime 
Ruth Roye 
Masterpieces 
(One to fill) 


Metropolitan (1) 
Flying Harpers 
Geo DuFranne Co 
Dave Gardner Co 
Winifred & Mills 
Irv Aaronson’s Bd 

Oriental 
1st half (1-3) 
Winnie & Dolly 
Carroll Sis 
Wm & Joe Mandle 
Owen McGivney 
The Wager 

2d half (4-7) 
Weiss 3 
Eddie Selwyn 
Toomer & Day 
DeCosta & C 





Pisano & Lauderer 
Harry Girard’s Ens 
(One to fll) 


State (1) 
Wilfred DuBois 
Al Wohiman 
Night Club Revels 
(Two to fill) 


NEW ORLEANS 
State (1) 
3 Blanks 
Frank Salt Co 
Herbert Clifton 
Cole & Snyder 
Lee 2 Co 
NORFOLK, VA. 
Loew's (1) 
Paul Bros 
3 McCann Sis 
Tucker & Smith 
Great Blackstone 
(One to fill) 
TORONTO 
Loew's (1) 
Julius Fuerst Co 
John R Walsh Co 
Freshm’'n & Co-Eds 
Gordon & Walker 
Chas Ahearn Co 
W’DHAVEN, L. I. 
Willard 


1st half (1-3) 
Mazola 3 
Lydia Harris 
Barrett & Cuneen 
Eva Shirley Co 
(One to fill) 











Keith's 





NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 

ist half (31-3) 
Young China 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Senator Murphy 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (4-6) 
Harris & Radcliffe 
Jack Joyce 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Nathano Bros 
Besser & Balfour 
Barr & Davis 
Roy Sedley Mob 
(One to fill) 

Coliseum 

Ist half (31-3) 
Collegiate Unit 

2d half (4-6) 
Large & Morgner 
Clark & Bergman 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (28-30) 
Friedland Rev 

Bist St. 

Ist half (31-3) 
Flo O'Denishawn 
Ben Bernie Orch 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (4-6) 
Lawlor & Watson 
Toney & Norman 
Eva Shirley Bd 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Harlan Dixon 
Davis & Darnell 
Whiting & Burt 
White & Manning 
3 Nites 





The Monologist 
Mack & White 


Riverside (31) 


Ben Blue Co 
Belle Baker 
Rudy Vallee Orch 
Harris & Radcliffe 
(One to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Runaway 4 
Charles Ray 
Clark & Bergman 
Gordon & King 
Don Valerio 

Royal 

Ist half (31-3) 
Gangler's Circus 
Ike Rosa's Midgets 

2a half (4-6) 
Oscar Grogan 
Harriette Hutchins 
Bernard & Susanne 
Dainty Earle 
(One to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Marty Dupree Rev 
CONEY ISLAND 

Tilyou 


y 

ist half (31-3) 
Johnny Boyle's Co 
The Great Ginsb’rg 
Roy Sedley Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (4-6) 
Bozo Snyder Unit 

2d half (28-30) 
Tiny Spiro 
Dainty Marie 
Dare & Wahl 
Larry’s Ent 
(One to fill) 








LYONS & LYONS 


i's Intincate Chats 
Ri GEORGE SACKETT 


‘Is now in charge of our 
Los Angeles office, 620 Pan- 


tages 
musicians, 


Building. 


Artists, 


specialty people, 


etc., visiting the west coast 
or contemplating doing so 


please see 
quick action, 


= LYONS 


Sackett for 


& LYONS 


PARAMOUNT BL°G. New YORK 








MEMPHIS, TENN.: 








Fordham 

ist half (31-3) 
Large & Lorgner 
Jack Norworth 
Flora La Breton 
Ernie Golden Band 
(One to fill) 

2d half (4-6) 
Gamble Boys & B 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Charles Ray 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Turner Bros 
Talent & Merit 
Harrigan & Gleck’r 
Mary Haynes 
Harry Burns 
Miranos 


Franklyn 

Ist half (31-3) 
Abe Reynolds 
Toney & Norman 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (4-6) 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Hugh Cameron Co 
May Usher 
Art Landry 

2a half (28-30) 
Club Harlem Rev 
Parker & Selz 
Harrigan & Gleck’r 
Jack Joyce 


Al Trahan 
4 Aces & a Queen 
Hamilton 


ist half (31-3) 
Lew White’s Rev 
2a half (4-6) 
Loma Worth 
John Boyle Ens 
Savoy & Sama 
Carter de Haven 
(One to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Hewett & Hardy 
Clar’cé Nordstrom 
Kaye & Rose 
Morrissey & Miller 
Seller Daker 

Hippodrome (31). 
Gruber’s ¢ Oddities 

4 


Hughie Ciark Unit 
The Briants 
Will Solar 
(Two to fill) 
Jefferson 

1st half (31-3) 
Three Nitos 
Esmond & Grant 
Tom & R Romaine 
Jack & R Hayes 
Eva Tanguay 
Ina Alcova Co 

24 half (4-6) 
Danny Brown 
Edward & Stanford 
Ernie Golden & Or 
(Two to.fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Stan Kavanagh 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Ben tye Co 
wR NV ae Co 


v yb te 3 
Palace (31) 
Allen & Breen 
Vincent Lopez & Or 
Happiness Boys 
Rice & Carlin 
(Others _ fill) 


(24) 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Roger Imrofft Co 
Vincent Lopez Or 
Gilda Gray Co 
Peter Higgins 
Harrison & R'dcl’fe 











MOTEL JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
159 weet a7eh st. TAILOR, 908 Walnut St, Phila. 








H & H Langdon 
Bert Walton Co 
5 Harmaniacs 
(One to fill) 

2d half (4-7) 
Ruby Latham 2 
Rolls & Royce 
Harry Koler Co 
Anth’'’ny & H’wland 
(One to fill) 

Delancey St. 

ist half (1-3) 





Fynan & Doris 
Montgomery & Co 


Palace 

ist half (1-3) 
Mae Francis 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
Gibson, Frisk & 8 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (4-T) 
Hubert Dyer Co 
Calvert '& Hurd 
‘Hal & H Iangdon 
Berrens & Roland 
Bee & R Gorm’a R 





Dancing Lessons 
Peggy English 
Chabot & Tortonl 
Jas C Morton Co 
YONKERS, N, Y. 
Yonkers 

ist half (1-3) 
Dorothy Wahl Co 
Frank Dixon Co 
Alton & Wilson 
Rainbow Revelries 
(One to fill) 

2a half (4-7 





A Hyde's Pa.) 





3 Lordens 
Sawyer & Eddy 


gent 

Ist half (31-3) 
The LeGrohs 
George F Murphy 
Harriette Ent 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (4-6) 
Lew White’s Rev 

2d half’ (28-30) 
Rector & Pals 
La Poricolla 
LaMarr & Boyce 





|}FAR ROCKAWAY 
Strand 


ran 
2a half (4-7) 
Fannie Ward 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (28-31) 
Georgia Crackers 
Jerome & Evelyn 
Canton & Duval 
Karyl Norman 
Sully & Thomas 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (31) 

Tiny Town Rev 

Van & Schenck 
(Three to fill) 
(24) ~ 


J C Flippen 
Lito Alb Bull Br’n 
Rudy Vallee 
(Two to fill) 


Bushwick 

Ist half (31-3) 
Gautier & Pony B 
Joe Howard 
Savoy & Mann 
Belle Baker 
(One to fill) 

2d half (4-6) 
Keno & Green 
Senator Murphy 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Bozo Snyder Unit 


Flushing 

ist half (31-3) 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Davis & Darnell 
Charles Ray 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (4-6) 
Gautier & Pony B 
Millard & Marlin 
Belle Baker 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
H Harris’n’s Circus 
Lathrop Bros 
Abbott & Bisl’d Co 
Nan Halperin 
Ernie Golden 


Greenpoint 

ist half (31-3) 
Loma Worth 
Side Kicks 
Bernard & Susanne 
Dainty Marie 
(One to fill) 

2d half (4-6) 
Colvina & Marie 
Ricky & Massert 
Bezzettl Lewis Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Hap Hazard Co 
Donovan Girls 
Jack Martin Co 
Savoy & Mann 
Private Black 


Kenmore 
ist half (31-3) 
Yesterthoughts 
Harris & Radcliffe 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
Collegiate Unit 
2d half (28-30) 
Large & Morgner 
Joe Howard 
Jack Norworth 
F O'Denishawn 
Al K Hall 
Madison 
ist half (31-3) 
Typical Topics 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
Young China 
Davis & Darnell 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (28-30) 
Les Grohs 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Eva Tanguay 
Senator Murphy 
B Pomeroy Co 
Orpheum 
ist half (31-3) 
Pipifax 
Oscar Grogan 
Harriet Hutchins 
Roxy La Roca 
Mazzetti Lewis Co 
2a half (4-6) 
Two Blossoms 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (28-30) 
4 Nutcrackers 
Weldon’s Revels 
Cantwell & Walker 
Joe Freed Co 
Dainty Marie 


Prospect 
ist half (31-3) 
Bozo Snyder Unit 


2a half (4-6) 
Typical Topics 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Paul Nolan 
Esmond & Grant 
Johnny Walker Co 
Joe Regan 
(One to fill) 

AKRON, O. 

Palace 

ist half (1-3) 
Helen Jahns Co 
Morton & Stout 
Little Jack Little 
Mayo & Lynn 
Falls Reading & B 

2d half (4-7) 
Carter Bros Revue 
Gene Green 
Kenneth Harlan 
Glenn & Jenkins 
(One to fill) 
ALLENTOWN, PA. 

Colonial 

ist half (1-3) 
Henry Santrey Co 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (4-7) 

A & M Havel 
Marino & Martin 
(Three to fill) 

“da half (28-31) 
Steel Pier Minst’ls 
ATLANTIC CITY 

Earle 

ist half (1-3) 
Cook & Oatman 
The Wedding Ring 
Al Abbott 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (4-7) 
Billy Potter Co 
Dan Coleman Co 
Fisher & Gilmore 
(Two to fill) 

AUGUSTA, ME. 

ist half (1-3) 
Skating Turners 
Von Stremel 
(One to fill) 

BALTIMORE 
New Gardens (1) 
Hap Hazzard Co 
Roy Rogers Co 
Karyl Norman 
Trixie Friganza 
(One eS fill) 

2 5) 
3 Caswell Sis 
2 Blossoms 
Paddy Saunders 
Edwards & Morris 
Van & Schenck 
BANGOR, ME. 
Bijou 


J 

Ist half (1-3) 
Tommy Levine Co 
George Wong Tr 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (4-7) 
Ruff & Rymble 
Double Exposure 
(Others to fill) 

BARRE, VT. 

ist half (1-3) 
Barr Wiley & S 
Fairyland Follies 
Darlo Bros 
Wordley & Peters 
(Others to fill) 
BENNINGT'N, VT. 

Ist half (1-3) 
Marvel & Faye 
(Others to fill) 

BINGHAMTON 

Binghamton 

ist half (1-3) 
Cook & Rosavere 
Wilson & Dobson 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (4-7) 
Broadway Flashes 
(Others to fill) 
BOSTON, MASS. 

Bowdoin Sa. 

Ist half (1-3) 
Homer Lind Co 


Ist half (1-3) 
Scanlon Denno & 8 
Bobbe & King 
Girls Golden West 
Holmes & Hollister 
(One to fill) 

Howard 

Ist half (1-3) 
Jerome & Evelyn 
Walter Dare Wahl 
(One to fill) 

Keith-Albee 


Rigoletto Bros 
Wheeler & Sands 
(Others to fill) 
Memo qd) 
Roger Imhoff Co 


Ist half (1-3) \ 


—s : 





(25) 
Wonder Girl 
Hyde & Burrell 
Anous & Searle 
Derickson & Brows 
Billy Glason 
Sherwoods 


CANTON, 0. 
Palace 
lst half (1-3) 
Venita Gould 
Robbins Family 
Allan Reno 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (4-7) 
Bartram & Saxton 
Joe Marks & Co 
Felovis 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (28-31) 
Lottice Howell 
Collins & Peterson 
Dance Parade 
(One to fill) 
CHARLOTTE 
Carolina 
2d half (4-7) 
Col Fred Lindsay 
Yates & Lawley 
Mr & Mrs L Brice 
Edm’'ds & F’anch'a 
(One to fill) 
2d half (28-31) 
Wolff & Jerome 
Herbert Faye 
Lou Tellegen 
Polly & Oz 
(One to fill) 
CHATTANOOGA 
Tivoli 
ist half (1-3) 
(Same bill plays 
Knoxville 24 half) 
F Evers & Greta 
L Larry & Andrea 
Ledova 
Spence & True 


Palace (1) 
Gaston Palmer 
Happiness Girls 
Gordon & Squires 
Harry Langdon 
Natacha Nattova 
Ethel Waters 

(25) 
Bobby May 
Tinova & Baikoft 
Berkes & Sully 
Ben Bard Co ° 
Rowland & Bard 
Lou Holtz 
J Harold Murray 
State Lake (1) 
Sylvia Clark 
Vanessi 
Otto Gray Bd 
Scott Saunders 
Ghezzis 
Reynolds & White 
Aussie & Czeck 
(25) 
Peter the Great 
Frank Conville 
M & Ann Skelly 
Lou Cameron Co 


Shean & Cantor 


Gus Fowler 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (1) 

Zastro & White 
3 Sailors 
Leatrice Joy 
Joe Browning 
Schichtl’s Rev 
Palace (1) , 
Mulroy McN & R) 
Jean Granese 
Dezo Retter 
Modern Cinderella 
Collins & Peterson 
CLEVELAND 
105th St. 
1st half (1-3) 
Stanley Rollickers 
Wright Doug & Ce 
Chase & Latour 
Freda & Palace 
Carl Rosini 
2d half (4-7) 
Miacahua 
Jay Velie 
Frank Dobson 
Herbert Faye 
Elsa Marvenga 
Palace (1) 
Black Kat 4 
Corinne Tilton 
Kouns Sisters 
Leavitt & Lockwo'd 
(One to fill) 
CONCORD, N. &. 


1st half (1-3) 
Byron & Gold 
Kirby & Dubal 





Magic Land 








JAY BRENNAN 
BERT LEWIS 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 
This Week: 


RY WELSH 


HAR 
ARTHUR WHITELAW 
CUNNINGHAM and CLEMENTS 
NORTHLANE and WARD 
RICHARD and LANG 








Patricola 

Ann Codee & Co 
James Barton 
(Two to fill) 

(25) 
Undercurrent 
Jack Sharkey 
Toney & Norman 
Bob Hall 
Lawlor & Watson 
Lester Irving 3 

New Boston 

ist half (1-3) 
Wheeler & Sands 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (28-31) 
Marino & Martin 
Florence Levere 
Roscoe Ailes Co 
(Two to fill) 

Scollay Se. (1) 
Sheldin suet & L 
Demarest & Deland 
Harry Jackson Co 
Kane & Ellis 
Rigoletto Bros 

(25) 
Foster & Peggy 
Ada Brown Co 
Leland & St Clair 
Adler & Dunbar 
Mexican Cossacks 
BROCKT’N, MASS. 

Brockton 
Ist half (1-3) 
Cortillo’s Circus 
Briants 
Sunshine Boys 
Ida May Sparrow 
2a half (4-7) 
Willte Solar 
Magic Land 
(Three to fill) 
BUFFALO 
Shea's (1) 
Alma Neilson 
Frankel & Dunlevy 
Shean & Cantor 
Flo Lewis 
(One to fill) 
CALGARY 
Grand (1) 
Al Gordon Co 
Lewis & Winthrop 
Kelly & Jackson 
Franklin Heath 





Billy Hallen 
Long Tack Sam 





2a half (4-7) 
Howard Smith Co 
Morrell & B’kwith 
(One to fill) 

Palace (1) 
Harry Carroll 
DAY 


Keith’s 
ist half (1-3) 
Dance Parade 
Boyle & Della 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Val Harris 
O’Donnell & Blair 
2d half (4-7) 
Nelson Troupe 
Carl McCullough 
Nina Gordoni 
Lang & Haley 
Muriel Kaye 
DENVER, COT. 
Orpheum qd) 
Kafka Stanley & M 
Frank Hamilton 
Billy & E Newell 
Watson Sis 
Don Lee & Louise , 
25) 
Lockett & Page 
Buck & Bubbles 
Medley & Dupree 
Pepito 
Frances White 
DETROIT 
Hollywood 
ist half (1-3). 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Watch This Rhyt'm 
(One to fill) 
2d half (4-7) 
Felovis 
Jim Burchill Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (28-31) 
Dack Shing Co 
Allan Reno 
Jean Granese Co 
Oriental (1) 
Mel Klee Unit 
Iptown 
2d half (4-7) 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Venita Gould 
Block & Sully 
Norman Thomas 6 
Geraldine & Joe 
2a half (28-31) 
Krugel & Rubels 
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Wednesday, March 27, 1929 








——— 
ixie Friganza 
pe Rosini 
ttes , 
Cee ilton Sie & F 
EASTON 


ist half (1-3) 


us Rev 
ary half (4-7) 
stee! Pier Minst 
2a halt (28-31) 
Typical Topics 
BIMIRA, N- ¥. 


M 

gst half (1-3) 
Zamm & White 
Banjoland 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (28-31). 
@autier's Toy Sh'p 
Rucker & Perrin 
«Two to fill) 


ERIE, PA. 
Perry 

ast half (1-3) 
has Carrere 
flock & Sully 
arthur Corey Co 
Kay & Sayre 
Boyd & Trent 

2a malt, (4-7) 

we (O erome 
Sovington & Kent 
Arthur Devoy Co 
Galla-Rini & Sis 
Stanley Roleicke 
2a half (38-31) 

ily Earle 
orrard chas & K 
Fisher & Gilmore 


4 





LOS ANGELES 
Hilistreet (1) 


Harrington Sis 
Pileer & Douglas 
Sidney Marion 
Rae Samuels 
Princess Pat 
(One to fill) 

(26) 
Geo Dormonde Co 
Hight & Dougherty 
Claire Vincent 
Conlin & Gilase 
Marion Harris 
R'ymond & Caverly 


Orpheum (1) 
Honey Tr 
Forsythe & Kelly 
Devil’s Circus 
Yorke & King 
Adela Verne 
Hal Neiman 
Ted Lewis Or 

(26 


B & J Rooney 
Frakson 
Campus Colleagues 
Jack Benny 
Sophie Tucker 
Nick Lucas 
Yorke & King 
Red Donahue 
LAUISVILLE 
Keith's 
Ist half (1-3) 
Nelson Tr 
Carl McCullough 
Nina Gordoni 
lang & Haley 
Muriel Kaye 











HOWARD -SLOAT. 


BONDS FOR INVESTMENT 


AB 


Leach & Co Inc 





57. William St... N.Y 








Geo LaFollette 

(One to fill) 

PCHB RG, MASS. 
ric 


Ist “- (2-8) 

Black ots 
oeard Smith Co 
Morrell & B’kwith 
¢Two to fill) 

2a half (4-7) 
3 Vagrants 
Don Cummings 
(Three to fill) 


¥M’GH'M, MASS. 
Gorman 


ist half (1-8) 
4 Youngsters 
(Others to fill) 
GARDNER, MASS. 

2a half (4-7) 
Farrell & Chadw’k 
Others .to fill) 
GRAND DAPIDS 

Keith’s 

Ist half (1-3) 
Bobby Rowland 
Eddie Borden Co 
Irene Vermillion 
B & L Gillette 
¢One to fill) 

2a half (4-7) 
Morocco Bound 

2a half (28-31) 
J Burchill Girls 
BVrank Devoe 
Duncan's Collies 
Rose & Thorne 
@One to fill) 

GREENFIELD 

Victoria 


2a half (4-7) 
Little Pipifax Co 
«Others to fill) 

2d half (28-31) 
Carlina Diamond 
2 Black Dots 
«Three to fill) 

ARRISBU 
New State 

Ist half (1-3) 
Steel Pier Minst 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (47) 
Henry Santrey Co 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (28-31) 
Herb Williams Co 
(Others to fill) 
HARTFORD, CT. 

Allyn 

Ist half (1-3) 
Dem’rst & Deland 
(Others to fill) 
R’V’RHILL, MASS. 

Palace 


ist half (1-3) 
anzer & Palmer 
Brown Derby Orch 
(Two to fill) 
4d half (4-7) 
2 Black Dots 
Girl Wanted 
«(Two to fill) 
HORNELL 
Shattuck 
24 half (4-7) 
Payne & DecCosta 
Emmett O'Meara 
Walsh & Clark 
Moran & Wiser Co 
(One to fild) 
ITHACA 
Strand 
24 haif (4-7) 
Lumm & White 
Raymond Pike 
Cook & Rosavere 
Banjolana 
(One to fill) 
2a half (28-31) 
rl Lindsay Rev 
JERSEY CITY 
ses we 
s alf (1-3 
Al Gordon’s ose. 
2 Blossoms 
F & Mur Bros 
Gamble Bros & B 
2d half (4-7) 
Miller & O Neil 
(Others to fill) 
2a halt (28-31) 
sourtlei m 
Coos gh Co 
ree to fill) 
MN’XV’LE, TENN, 
sarimnenere 
- a (4-7 
Co) Freda téndany 
Yates & Lawley 
Mr & Mrs L Brice 
Edm’'nds & F’nch'n 
(One to fill) 
LANCASTER 
, , aemtal 
st hz - 
Bultan cee 
Bobby Heath 
srooks & Rush 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (4-7) 
Atlantic City Mins 
(Three to fill) 


2d half (28- 
Marcus f (28-31) 
L’WR'NCE, MASS. 


Let Kimpire 
St half (1- 
Pio mare Ba *) 
ST’N, MASS 
woe ‘Hai 
St half (1-3) 
Ruft & Rumble 
ouble Exposure 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (4-7) 
Georac Levine Co 
ong Tr 
Two to fill)” 








2a half (4-7) 
Dance Parade 
Boyle & Della 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Val Harris 
O'Donnell & Blair 
LOWELL, MASS, 

Keith’s 

Ist half (1-3) 
Willie Karbe & Sis 
Gosliar & Lusby 
Dorothy Bush Boys 
(Two to fil) 

2a half (4-7) 
Dotson 
Hill Billies 
(Three to fill) 

LYNN, MASS, 

Olympia 

ist half (1-3) 
Almond & Grey Sis 
Don Cummings 
Hayes & Cody 
Buzzington Co 
(«One to nll) 

2a half (4-7) 
Tyler & St. Claire 
Wanzer & Palmer 
Sunshine Boys 
Gerber’s Gaieties 
(One to fill) 


MALDEN, MASS. 
Grand 


ist half (1-3) 
5 Mounters 
Grace Edler Co 
Hill Billies 

2a half (4-7) 
Dancing Danburys 
Ray Huling & Seal 
(One to filly 


MEMPHIS 
Orpheum (1) 
Lasses White Co 
Sargent & Lewis 
4 Camerons 
Oscar Stang Orch 
Hudson Wonders 
(25) 

Mary Dugan Unit 
MILFORD, MASS, 
Ist half (1-3) 

Jack McBride 
Royal H’ng'’rian Rv 
Hall & O’Brien 
Owen Kelley Rev 
(One to fill) 
MILWAUKEE 
Palace (1) 
Peter the Great 
Art Henry 
Jackie Coogan 
Jim MeWilliams 
(25) 
Aussie & Czeck 
James Savo Co 
Al Herman 
Vanessi Co 
Kouns Sis 
M’TPELIER, VT. 
2a half (4-7) 
Barr Wiley & §S 
Fairyland Follies 
Darlo Bros 
Wordley & Peters 
MONTREAL 
Imperial (31) 
Cannon & Lee 
Ruiz Bonita Co 
Ruth Warren Co 
Henry J Kelly 
Carlisie & Lamal 
Ray & Dot Dean 
MORRISTOWN 
Keith's 
Ist half (1-3) 
Miller & O'Neil 
Dark Brown Follies 
Hart & Hoffman 
Hardeen 
(One to fill) 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (1) 
Rhea & Santora 
The Ushers 
Chamberlain & H 
(Two to fill) 
(26) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Primrose Semon 
Lasses White Co 
Lang & Haley 
Hudson Wonders 
N. B'DE’'D, MASS. 
Olympia 
Ist half (1-3) 
Tyler & St Claire 
Dancing Danburys 
Arthur Solar 
Gerber’s Gaieties 
(One to fill) 
2a half (4-7) 
Howard Smith Co 
Morrell & B’kwith 
(Three to fill) 
NEWBURGH 
Academy 
Ist half (1-3) 
H’py Harrison's Cir 
Sully & Thomas 
Tillie & La Rue 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (4-7) 
Ada Brown 
Olive McClive Co 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (28-31) 
Jean & Val Jean 
Calvert & Hurd 
Harriet Huchins 
Stewart & Lash 
The Cavaliers 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Belleview 
ist half (1-3) 
Along Broadway 
Ernest Hyatt 
Kenneth Harlan Co 
(Twe te fll) 








2a half (4-7) 
Ear! Lindsay Rev 
(Others to fll) 


N. ADAMB, MASE. 
Empire 
Ist half (1-3) 
Charlotte Worth 
Raymond Bond Co 
(One to fill) 


OAKLAND 

Orpheum (1) 
5 Bracks 
Campus Colleagues 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Three to filly 

425) 

Walter Nilson 
Paxton 
Pileer & Douglas 
Ted Lewis Bd 
(Two to fill) 


OMAHA 
Orpheum (1) 
Lockett & Pare 
Buck & Bubbles 
Medley & Dupree 
Pepito 
(One to fill) 
(25) 
Lockett & Page 
Buck & Bubbles 
Medley & Dupree 
Pepito 
(One to fill) 
OTTAWA 
Meith’s (1) 
Hathaway Co 
Margaret & Jean 
Francis Renault 
Mack & Rogers 
Catherine Rose 
(25) 
Dauntless 
Cook & Rosavere 
Wilson & Dobson 
Henry J Kelly 
(One to fill) 
PAWTUCKET, R.I. 
Colonial 
ist half (1-3) 
Hinkle & Mae 
Bobbe & King 
Girls of Golden W 
2a half (4-7) 
Mardi Gras Rev 
(Two to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Farle (1) 
Kay Hamlin & K 
Barr & Davis 
Al K Hall Co 
Truce & Boreo 
George Beatty 


Grand 0. H. 
Ist half (1-3 
B Egan Redheads 
Ruth Mix 
Morrissey & Miller 
2a half (4-7) 
Nouratt & Hardy 
2a half (28-31) 
Marcus Unit 


Rv 


xOn 
ist half (1-3) 
Billy Potter Co 
Barbier Simms Co 
Fisher & Gilmore 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (4-7) 
Tke Rose's Midgets 
(Others to fill) 
PITTSBURGH 
Davis (1) 
Lottie Atherton 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Waiman's Debs 
Mack & Rossiter 
Ella Shields 
Dance Rhapsodies 
Will Mahoney 
The Dakotos 
(25) 
Dashington’s Dogs 
Val Harris Co 
Cardo & Noll 
Haven MacQuarrie 
eat a to fill) 


8 
ist half (1-3) 
Musical Geralds 
Emily Barle 
Polly & Oz 
Eddie Dale Co 
2d half (4-7) 
Ernest Hyatt 
Fiske O'Hara Co 
(Two to fill) 


Sheridan Sq. 
Ist half (1-3) 
Ann Gold 


Galla-Rini Sis 
Fiske O'Hara Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (4-7) 
Musica! Geralds 
Polly & Oz 
Billy Gilbert Co 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (28-981) 
4 Cassons 
McCaffrey & Mall’y 
Senna & Dean 
King’s Melodyland 
(One to fill) 
PORTLAND, ME, 
Keith’s 
Ist half (1-3) 
Nolan Bros & V 
Ethel Davis 
George Wong Tr 
2a half (28-31) 
Stamway Bros 
POUGHKEEPSIE 
Bardavon 
Ist half (1-3) 
Ada Brown 
Olive McClive Co 
2a half (28-31) 
Redford & Wallace 
Howard & Wells 
Guyer & Duffy 
Leon & Dawn 
Irving Newhoff Co 
PROVIDENCE 
Florrie LaVere Co 
Wheeler & Wheeler 
Al Moore & Tars 
F Heider & Green 
Bob Hall 
PUTNAM, CONN, 
Ist half (1-3) 
Jack McBride 
R’y’l Hungarian Rv 
Ball & O'Brien 
Owen Kelley Rev 
(One to fill). 
QUINOY, MASS, 
Quincy 
Ist half (1-3) 
Al Libby Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half (4-7) 
Shaw & Winslow 
(One to fill) 
RICHMOND, VA. 
National (1) 
Marcus Rev 
(25) 
Morris & Shaw 
Cook & Oatman 
Sig Friseoe Co 
R'HM’D HILL, LI. 
Keith’s 
lst half (1-3) 
Jack Joyce 
Jarvis & Harrison 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (4-7) 
Jack Norworth 
Harry Burns 
Flo O’Denishawn 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (28-31) 
Yesterthoughts 
Keno & Green 
Mary Haynes 
Young China 
(One te fli) 








ist half 11-3) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Le Paul 
Slim Timblin 
Mary Haynes 
Gilda Gray 

2a halt (4-7) 
Ora 
Libonati 
Freda & Palace 
Gilda Gray 
Herbd Williams 

S41.EM. MASS, 

Federal 

Ist half (1-3) 
3 Vagrante 
Girl Wanted 
«One to fh) 

24 half (4-7) 
Almond & Grey Sis 
Bvr2zzington’s Rev 
«One to fill) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Giolden Gate (1) 
Winsiow 4 
Paxton 
Mitchell & Durante 
Al B White Rev 
(Two to fill) 

(25) 


Princess Pat 
Harrington Sis 
Jack Usher Co 
Hayes & Fleeson 
Younger Foys ~ 
Devil’s. Circus 
Orpheum (1) 
Ken Murray Unit 
Casey & Warren 


Will Fyffe 
(Two to fill) 
(25) 


Winslow 4 
Forsythe & Kelly 
Al B White Rev 
Will Fyffe 

Rae Sarnuels 
Honey ‘Tr 


SEATTLE, WASH. 
Orpheum (1) 
Feurette Jeoffrie 
Watson & Cohan 
Florence Moore 
Dick Henderson 
Janette Hackett 


(26 
3 Whirlwinds 
Gus & Will 
Lulu MeConnen 
Stanley & Ginger 
Pob Neison 
The De Marcos 


SPRINGFIELD, QO. 
ent 


Ist half (1-3) 
Riddell & Cook 
Seed & Austin 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (4-7) 
B & J Browne 
Jimmy Savo 
Betty Blythe Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (28-31) 
Norman Thomas 6 


SPRINGE’LD, VT. 
2a half (28-31) 
Marvel & Faye 
ST. LOUIS 
St. Louie (1) 
Elsie & Paulson 
Mosconi Bros 
Zelda Santley 
Crawford & B’k’d 
Ates & Darling 
Saad Cases Mary D 
25 


Leatrice Joy 

Lou Holtz 

De Pace Co 

(Three to fill) 
SYRACUSE 

Keith’s 

Ist half (1-3) 

Ora 

Texas Comedy 4 

Clifton & De Rex 

Nonette 

Herb Williams 

Marion Wilkins 
2a half (4-7) 

Arthur Corey 

Le Paul 

Mary Haynes 

Slim Timblin 

Jos Regan 

jaynor & Byron 

TOLEDO 


Keith’s 
ist half (1-3) 
Moroceo Bound 
2a half (4-7) 
Bobby Rowland 
Eddie Borden Co 
Irene Vermillion Co 
B & L Gillette 
2a half (28-31) 
Texas 4 
Red Marshall Co 
Venita Gould 
Robbins Family 
(One to fill) 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (1) 
Shaw & Carroll Rv 
Billy Moody 
West & McGinty 
Lytel & Fant 
Colleano Family 
THREE RIVERS 
Capitol 
Ist half (1-3) 
Brodus Erle 
(Two to fill) 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (1-3) 
Edwards & Norris 
Johnny Doyle Ens 
(One to fill) 
2a half (4-7) 
Undercurrent 
Lee Gail Ens 
(One to fill) 
2a half (28-31) 
Dave White Rev 
UNION HILL 
Capitol 
ist half (1-3) 
Baby Edna Kerr 
2a half (4-7) 
B F & Mur Bros 
Bernays Johnson 
(One to fill) 
2a half (28-31) 
Jimmy Spiro 
Cy Plunkett Co 
Tiny Town Rev 
UTICA, N. ¥. 
Gaiet 


y 
Ist half (1-3) 
Claude & Marion 
Perrisearro Sis Rv 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (4-7) 
Texas Comedy 4 
«Others to fill) 
2a half (28-31) 
B & B Miller 
Kona Sun 
Crazy Rhythm 
Frances Kennedy 
Parisian 4 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (1) 
Wonder Girl 
Hyde & Burrill 
Angus & Searle 
Derickson & Brown 
Biliy Glason 
The Sherwoods 
(26) 
Agemos 
Fleurette Joeffrie 
Watson & Cohan 
Florence Moore 
Dick Henderson 
Janetie Hackett 


VARIETY 
































: = —— tae 
WARREN, QO. 425) DULUTH, MINN. 24 half (4-6) Cherry Bi'e'm & J.| LANSING, MICH, 
Kobbing’ Lewis & Winthrop Lyrie (31) Hall & Erminie Sid Lewis Strand 

ca half (4-7 Billy Halien Creedon & Davis H & F Seaman Crockett's Ce Ist half (31-3) 
cL _ Geum (4-7) Frankie Heath Tinova & Batkoff | (Three to fill) 2a half (4-6) Clifford & Gray 
McCafirey ‘% Mall’y Long Tack Sam (One to fill) SIOUX CITY, TA. | clifford & Gray Frank Devoe Co 
Eddie Dale Ce (One to fill) FT. WAYNE, IND. Orpheum Olyn Landiek Down Home 
Allan Rese WRO'ST'R, M ASR, New Embeyd Ist half «(31-3) Down Home 2a half «4-6) 
Car! Rosini Co — = 2d half (4-6) [Cadet 6 BTN H’B’R, wn, | Pre? 

; let haif (1-3) Dack Shing Co Rogers & Wynn ei Sok a *| Anger & Fair 

2a half (28-31) Ray Huling & Seal Lou Cameron Ce Cullen Landis Co rty (One to fill) 
Musical Geralds Mardi Gras Rev (Two to fill Gaudsmith Bros _ 2a halt (4-6) PONTIAC, MICH, 
Kajiyma 2a half 28-31) - 2a half (4-6) WLS Show Boat State 
Murdock & Mayo Willie Karbe JOLIET, ILL. A & G Fails FLINT, MICH. lst half (31-3) 
E Welch's Minst Mexican Cops Rialto Chilton & Thomas , Capitol Harmony Girls 
cune to fill) YOUNGSTOWN, O. Ist half ¢31-3) McLallen & Sarah Ist half (31-3) Olyn Landick 
WATRV'LE, ME. Keith’s erak ber Gite M & A Skelley = Broadhurst Col anger & Fair 

- 2a half (4-7) Pitiott “Tour |SEIOUX F'LS, 8.D,/|°§ Rangers 2d he : 

Ist half (1-3) Carter eee Rev Hilton & Almy 0 State ’ (One to fill) of oo rn (4-6) 
Skating Turners Gene Green (Two to fill Ist half (31-3) 2d half (4-6) Frank Devoe Co 
ven tg Frank Dobson _ 2d half (4-6) Sir Cecil Alexander | Lockfords (One to fill) 

e to fill) Gienn & Jenking Gus Fowler Dorothy Byton Co | Hickey Bros SAGINAW, MICH, 

WINNIPEG (One to fill) (One to fill) (One to fill) M'’mphis Collegians remple 

Orpheum (1) 2a half (28-91) JOPLIN, MO, 80. BEND, IND. K’'L’ZMOO, MICH. Ist half (31-3) 
Bobbie May Helen Jahns’ Girls Electric lace State The Lockfords 
}Cart Freed Oreb Norton & Stout Ist half (31-3) Ist half ¢31-3) let half (31-3) Hickey Bros 
j;Evans & Mayer Little Jack JWAttle M'rjorie Hathick ColJ & B Brown WLS Show Boat $9 Allisons 
Chaney & Fox Mayo & Lynn Jack Housh Carrie & Eddy 2a half (4-6) 24 half (4-6) 
‘One to fill) Falls Reading & Bi Gwynne Co Jimmy Savo Co Kerr & Ensign Clifford & Gray 

2a half (4-6) BE Sanderson Co 8 Rangers Harry Holmes 
Tony & George «One to fill) «Ome to fill) Danny Dugan Co 
Meehan & Newman 2d half (4-6) 
Proctor (Ome to fill) BRerkes & Sully 4 
KANS. CITY, MO. | Kikuta Japs 
— Mainstreet (31) (Three to fill) bd 
Louisville Loons SPRINGE’LD, ILL. tan ey- a lan 
NPW YORK CITY Venkera Levan & Bolles Orpheum 

86th St, Ist half 33-3) | 75tO Oo ay eh & Cok 

Ist half (31-3) Hamilton & Sweet SLINCOI ~ ot oe 
- ° e ’ A rm a™, ° See é d § » * 

Krippen & Browne [Sel Gould Co Shsesin. <2) (Three to fill) ELIZABETH, N.J.] Roman Tr 
O’Brien Ste Music Art Rey ——" : 

Brien Stan & M Vv Darling 2 2a half (4-6) Ritz (Others to fill) 
Texas Guinan (Three to fill) totes . lst halt 2a half (4-7) 
«Two to fill) 2@ haif (4-6) Rodeo Boys 3, & 8B weedy re ist alt (1-3) Gangler’s Circus 

ua half (4-6) 8‘ Regamafane Chas T Aldrich Betty Blythe co eymour & Howard (Others to fill) 
By: & Will Bob Murph; MADISON, WIS. | Jimmy Savo Co Sunshine Sammy ain + 

yron WwW iisS po limon rphy Orpheum (Two to fill) Jessie Lioyd PASSAIC, N. J, 
May & Dottie rhree to fill) Ist half (31-3) SPRINCE’LD MO (Two to fill) Montauk 
—, : } a, N f ; 

(Three to fill) a or aii Heli & Erminie Electric za half (4-7) Ist halt (3-9) 
Sth Ave. ~ : 


Ist half (31-3) 
Win Royal 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (4-6) 
Deitorelli & G 
Van & Brown 
(Three to fill) 

58th St. 

Ist half (31-38) 
3 Midnite Steppers 
Joe Regan 
‘Three to fill) 

2a half (4-6) 
4 Pepper Shakers 
Texas Guinan 
(Three to fill) 


125th St. 
Ist half (31-8) 
Gordon & King 
Deltorelli & G 
Van & Brown 
(Two to fill) 


WESTCHESTER 
New Rochelie 
Ist half (31-3) 
Undercurrent 
May & Dottie 
The Crackerjacks 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (4-6) 
Krippen & Browne 
6 Mounters 
Music Art Rev 
(Three to fill) 


Bob Murphy 
(Others to fill) 
NEWARK 
Proctor’s 31) 
Gordon & Kine 
Benny Davis Co 
(Three to fill) 
ALBANY 
Grand 

Ist half (31-3) 
J € Flippen Rev 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (4-6) 
Roscoe Aiils 
(Others to fill) 

SCHENNOCTADY 

Proetor’s 

Ist half (31-3) 
Charlotte Worth 
Swor & Goode 
B’way Flashes 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (4-6) 
Wilson & Dobson 
Nonette 
Claude & Marion 
Perriscarro Sis Rv 
«One to fill) 

Y, N. ¥. 
Proctor’ 

Ist half (31-3) 
Roscoe Ails 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (4-6) 





Swor & Goode 
(Two to fill) 











STILL STOPPING SHOWS 
WALLY JACKSON 
PAUL OSCARD’S 
PUBLIX UNIT 
“CHEERIO” 
Direction 
Joe—LEDDY and SMITH—-Ed 


226 West 47th S8t., Suite 901 




















Interstate 








ATLANTA, GA, 
Keith’s (1) 
Four Eton Boys 
Maker & Redford 
Tyler Mason 
Joe Young Co 
(One to fill) 
BIRMINGHAM 
Ritz (1) 
Scott & Swift Sis 
clifford & Marion 
Jack Pepper 
Koran , 

(One to fill) 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (1) 

3 Musketeers 

Pat Henning 

Hyams & McIntyre 

Britt Wood 

Wells & Brady 

FT. WORTH, TEX. 
Majestic (1) 

Libby Dancers 

Stutz & Binham 

Hope Vernon 

Stan Stanley 

+Hatt & Herman 

er, TEX, 


€ 
Ist half (1-3) 


(Same bill plays 
Beaumont 2d 
half) 


Heras & Wallace 
Bernet & Dye 
Charm 4 

Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 

. HOUSTON, — 
Ewing Eaton 





Teck Murdock & Co 
Whisp’ing J Smith 
Three Golfers 
(One to fiil) 


LIT. ROCK, ARK. 
Majestic 


ist half ¢1-3) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Rome & Dunn 
(One to fill) 

2a half (4-7) 
Chinko & Kaufman 
Norwood & Hal} 
4 Diamonds 


NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (1) 

Monroe & Grant 

Ruth Ford 

Powers & Wallace 

Frank Silk 

Silks & Satins 


OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (1) 
3 Jests 
Adeline Bendon 
Klein Bros 
Manny King Co 
(One to fill) 
SAN ANTONIO 
Majestic (1) 
Three Arnims 
Eliz Brice Co 
Jed Dooley Co 
Wilton & Weber 
Jerry & Baby Géds 
TULSA, OKLA, 
Orpheam (1) 
Manuel Vega 
Krafts & Lamont 
Walter McNally 
H J Conley Co 








Associali 





BL’MINGT’N, ILL. 
M lic 


ajestic 
Ist half (31-3) 
Wm Ebs 
Dack Shing Ce 
qOne to fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
Parsons & Hawks 
Mason-Dixon D’c’rs 
(Two to fill) 
CED’R R’P’DS, IA, 
lowa 
Ist half (31-8) 
Sandy Lang Co 
Alexander & Peggy 
Chisholm & Breen 
Rich & Cherie 
Larry Rich Co 
2a half (4-6) 
Al’x’nder Bros & E 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Marie Valenti 
Hurst & Vogt 
Wedding Gown 
OH’/MPAIGN, ILL, 
Orpheum (31) 
DePace Co 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
lewood 


ist half (31-3) 
Danny Duncan Co 
Lou Cameron Co 
(Three to ib) 








2a half (4-6) 
Marionne Co 
(Others to fill) 


DAVENPORT, IA, 
Capitol 
Ist half (31-3) 
H Timberg Unit 
2a half (4-6) 
Nellie Arnaut Bros 
Barry & Whitledge 
Hooper & Gatchett 
DECATUR, ILL. 
Lincoln Square 
Ist half (21-3) 
Keo Taki & Yoki 
Parsons & Hawks 
(Three to fill) 
2d haif (4-6) 
Alexander Sis Co 
Perez & Koko Co 
(Two to fill) 
DES MOINES, IA. 
eum 


Ist half (31-3) 
NW Arnaut & Bros 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Barry & Whitledge 
AY x'nder Bros & E 

2a half (4-6) 

H Timberg Upit 





H & F Seaman 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (4-6) 
Coscia & Verdi 
Norton & Haley 
«Two to nil) 
MASON CITY, TA. 

Cecil 


Ist half (31-3) 
Joe & Willie Hale 
Hurst & Vogt 
Wedding Gown 

2d half (4-6) 
LaVerre Bros & P 
Alexander & Peggy 


Midgetiand 
M’). W’UKEEF, WIS. 
Riverside (31) 


Campus 6 
Hearst Bros 
Telaak & Dean 
Loyal’s Dogs 
(One to fill) 
PEORIA, ILL. 
Pal 


ace 

lst half (31-3) 
Perez & Koko Co 
Jas Coughlin Co 
Roy Cropper 
Mason-Dixon D’c’rs 
(One to fill 

2d half (4-6) 
Wm Ebs 
Bobby Barry Co 
Quin Ryan 
Nathal 
(One to fill) 
——- ILL. 


Palace 
Ist half (31-3) 
Coscia & Verdi 
Norton & Haley 
(Three to fil) 


2a half (4-6) 


M'rjorie Hallick Co 
Jack Housh 
ST. JOSEPH, MO. 


Electric 
Ist half (31-3) 

Reve! Bros & Red 

Cook & Vernon 

Meehan & Newman 

(One to fill) 

2a half (4-6) 

Trennell 3 

Sandy Lang Co 

(Two to fill) 

ST. LOUIS, MO, 

Grand (31) 

St Clair Sis & O'D 

Ulis & Clark 

Van Cello & Mary 

(Others to fill) 

ST. PAUL, MINN, 
Palace-Orpheum 
Ist half (31-3) 

A&G Fails 

Chilton & Thomas 

Marie Valenti 

McLallen 


Rogers & Wynn 
Cullen Landis Co 
Gaudsmith Bros 
"EKA, KAN, 
Novelty (1) 
DeBeo & Hudson 
Bert Collins Co 
WAUKEGAN, ILL. 
Cienesee 
2a half (4-6) 
Elliott & LaTour 
Our Gang Kids 
(One to fill) 











Pantages 








Newark (1) 
Osaki Boys 
Rose & Sidney 8 
(Others to fill) 
TORONTO 
Pantages (1) 
Butterfly Kids 
Fern & Davis 
Billy Watson Co 
Dalton & Craig 
C Bennington Co 
HAMILTON, CAN. 
Pantages (1) 
Youth Beauty & 8 
Holland & O’Den 
Marie Sabott €o 
Bennett & Rich’rds 


Barr 2 
TOLEDO, O. 
Pantages (1) 


The Perrys 
Cooley & Peters 
Bult Dog Sampson 
Jack Wilson 
Alma & Duvall 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (1) 
Jungleland 
Ann Clifton Co 
Tango Shoes 
Saym’r Put’m & B 
Blue Slickers 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Pantages (1) 
Polar Pastimes 
Al Rome Co 
Kincaid Kilties 
Fielder H & H 
Reveis of 1929 
MOOSEJAW 
Pantages 
Ist half (1-3) 
(Same bill plays 
Edmonton 2d 


Racine & Ray 
Sub-Deb Dancers 
Joe Roberts 
Labero 
SPOKANE, WASH. 
Pantages (1) 
Stanton & Dolorez 
Beau Brummels 
Ray Shannon Co 
Cardini 
Scrambled Legs 
TTLE, WASH. 
Pantages (1) 
Ploetz Bros & Sis 
Johnny Barry Co 
Walter Walters Co 
Internat’! Comiques 
VANCOUVER 
Pantages (1) 
Laypo & Lee 
Story & Lee 
Lewis & Stovall 
Joy Bros & Gloom 
Willie Mauss 
TACOMA, WASH. 
Pantages (1) 
At Metropolitan 
Bert Byton 
Huston Kay 
Brown & Lavelle 
Fan Fatre 
-PORTLAND, ORE 
Pantages (1) 
Dolores Lopez 


Hendrix & Baldwin 
Kazana 

Russell & Armat’g 
4 EKastons 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Pantages (1) 

Marietta 3 

Davis & McCoy 

Billy Farrell Co 

Roger Williams 

Castle of Dreams 


FRESNO, CAL, 
Pantages (1) 
Ting Tey 3 
Loew & Dunn Sis 
Davalo Spanish Or 
Harris & Pepper 
4 Petleys 


LOS ANGELES 

Pantages (1) 

Golden Dream 

Elkins Fay & Etlk’s 

Roberto Guzman 

Twins 

Barron & Burt 

Robbins 3 

SAN DIEGO, CAL. 
Pantages (1) 

Phii La Tosca 

Vic Honey 3 

Raymond Wilbert 

Miss Mareell 

Aleania 


L. BEACH, CAL. 
Pantages (1) 

Willie Rotchie 

Burns & Kane 

Moran & Mack 

Morro & Pedro 

4 Waltons 

SALT LAKE CITY 
Pantages (1) 

Oriental Oddities 

Barndeis Carl & M 

Jean Schwartz R 

Lee Morse 

Casting Campbells 
LOGAN, UTAH 
Pantages (1-2) 


(Same bill plays 
Ogden, 43-4; 
Cheyenne, 5-6) 


The Emilohs 

Edythe Bohlman 

Billy Champ Co 

Fox & Rowland 

6 Speeders 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Pantages (1) .- 

Bert Sloan 

Gaffney & Walton 

Cuckoo 

Shan'’n & Cerio Brs 

4 Kemmys 
KANSAS CITY 
Pantages (1) 

Ed Lavine 

Konner & Powers 

Trout & Heft 

Silver Toes 

(One to fill) 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Pantages (1) 

yildead Cage 

Thompson & Kemp 

Dan Coleman Co 

Harry Rappe 

Trip to HoNand 








rag 


Butterfield 


— 





ANN A’R’R, M’CH. 
Michigan 
Ist half (31-3) 
Ryan Sis 
Harry Holmes 


24a half (4-6) 
9 Allisons 
B’TLE on. MICH. 


ist half (31-3) 





Jerome & Ryan 
Jessie Lioyd 
(Three to fill) 
HOBOKEN, N. J. 
Fabian 
Ist half (1-3) 
Dixon & Morrell 
Silver King 
Bull Montana 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (4-7) 
Baby Rose Marie 
Edgar Berger Co 
Seym'’r & How'd R 
(Two to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
Cent 


ral 
Ist half (1-3) 


Baby Rose Marie 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (4-7) 
Silver King 
(Others to fill) 
PATERSON, N. 
Regent 
ist half (1-3) 
Fannie Ward 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (4-7) 
All Abbott 
Bull Montana 
(Others to fill) 
UNION CITY, NJ, 
Lincoln 
2@ half (4-7) 
Romas Tr 
(Others to fill) 











Fox-Poli 








BRIDGEPORT 
Majestic 
2a half (28-31) 


Lew White 
(Others to filly 
Palace (25) 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Dooley & Sales 
Jimmy Carr Orch 


HARTFORD 
Capitol (25) 
Sidney’s Frolickers 
NEW HAVEN 
Palace (25) 

20 Miles Out 


SPRINGFIELD 
Palace 


2a half (28-31) 
Brengk’s Horse 
Cecile Weston 
Templeton Bros Rv 

WATERBURY a. 


Palace 
2a half (28-31) 
Bussey & Case 
Brown Derby Orch 
«Three to fill) 
WORCESTER 
Palace 
2a half (28-31) 
Collegiates 
Jack Merlin 
Shaynes Girl Show 
(Two to fill) 














&2 




















NEW 


Casanova Club 
Billy Mann 
Yacht Club Boys 
Ohman & Arden 
Helen Kane 
Jerry Friedman Or 


Clab Barney 
Walter O'Keefe 
Hale Byers Orch 


Club Lido 
Beatrice Lillie 
Moss & Fontana 
Rosenthal Orch 


Club Monterey 
Al Davis Rev 
Louise Ayres 
Muriel Warner 
Layton & Carroll 
Jim Buckley 
June Clark Orch 
Club Montmartre 
Ernie Co'eman Or 
Johnson & Murphy 

Club Plaza 
Don Howard 
Dick Gasparre Or 

Club Richman 
Geo Olsen & Orch 
Adia Kouznetzoft 

Connie's Inn 
Leonard Harper Rv 
Snake-hips Tucker 
Le Roy Smith Bd 

Cotton Clab 
Dan Healy Rev 
Duke E)lington Or 

Dome 
Leonard Silliman 
Imogene Coca 
Garnet O’Brien 
Mitzi Rich 
Dounar Gypsies 
Walt Feldkamp Or 

Everglades 
Eddie Prinz Rev 
Helen La Vonne 
Bud & Elinore Cole 
Madeline White 
Fawn Grey 
Jack La Frack 


YORK 


LaNueve Lambert 
Martie Martelie 
N T G Rev 
Sammy Kahn Orch 
New Frivolity 
Art Swanstrom Rv * 
Evelyn Sathier 
Mary Bay 
Jeanne St John 
Nina Lopez 
Teddy King Orch 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Will Oakland 
Buddy Kennedy 
Landau’s Ba 
Philip Morris 
(Brooklyn) 
Al Shun 
Jack Abel 
Simon Braginsky 
Joe Katz 
Larry Moll Orch 
Rendezvous 
D’s Dancing Dames 
Ccryt’'n J’cks’n & D 
Patrice Gridier 
The Alvarados 
Ruth Adams 
J Durante’s Orch 
Betty Baker 
Mickey Seiden 
Cleo Cullen 
Margit Dybfest 
Betty Dybfest 
Mary Philips 
Topsy Humphries 
Dorothy Gordon 
Gretchen Grant 
Estelle Fratus 
Olga Royee 
Dot Knowlton 
Joly Benton 
Ziegfeld Frolie 
Paul Whiteman Ba 
Seymour Felix Rev 
Helen Morgan 
Lillian Roth 
Char'otte Ayres 
Rudolph Malinoff 
Wm Rasche 
Harry Karels 


CHICAGO 


Alabam 
Bernie Adler 
Dottie Dale 
Valodio Romonoff 
Boots Swan 
Ralph Bart 
Patsy O’Connor 
Ollie Bugbee 
Eddie Jackson 

Blackhawk 
Coon-Sanders Ba 
Chez Pierre 
Earl Hoffman Bd 

Cinderella 
Henri Gendron Bd 

College Inn 
Ray Miiler Bd 
Golden Pumpkin 
M Sherman BG 

Granada 
Guy Lombardo Bé 


(Continued 


Green MII t& 
Joe Lewis 
Virginia Cooper 
Leo Nelson 
Lillian Barnes 
Madelon McKensie 
Sol Wagner Bd 
Oriental Davis 
Vera Kingston 
Eddie Bruce 
Eddie Lane 
Peppino & Carthe 
Masked Tenor 
Evelyn Hoffman 
Helen Savage 
Roascellia 
Al Handler Ba 
rushka 
Ely Khmard 
Inna Mirarva 
Marie Kitaeva 
Deloff 


on page 60) 
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San Francisco, Los Angeles and 





News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrica! news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 





for these news items: each has been rewritten from a daily paper 


London. Variety takes no credit 








NEW YORK 


Mulino 
daughter 
has quit 


von Kluck, 17, 
of the German general, 
the ranks of Berlin's 
debutantes to enter pictures. She 
has one of the leading roles in a 
new German production to be called 
"2010. 


grand- 


Lita Grey Chaplin, whose engage- 
ment was announced some time ago 
to Roy D'Arcy, has definitely called 
off the marriage. A check-up of 
reports she received while away 
from Hollywood on a vaude tour} 
were found to be true and every- 
thing has been called off. 





Reason for the poor attendance 

Mike Glynne’s theatres at Bay 
and Patchogue, L. IL, has 
discovered. People visiting 
the theatres complained of the bad 
olor attached to both houses. 
Glynne is having labor troubles 
down there and it was brought out 
in court that the leader of the 
musicians and stage hands had 
hired men to leave the stench pots 
at the theatres at every perform- 
ance. Police cleared the matter up 
and have five men under $2,500 bail 
for the Grand Jury. 


at 
Shore 
been 


French courts, March 22, granted 
a divorce to Mrs. Louise Mastbaum 
Wolf from Elias Wolf. They were 
married in Philadelphia May 30, 
1926. 








Titta Ruffo, basso from the Met 
Opera, has gone talker for M-G-M 
and given up opera for the time be- 
ing. He has contracts for 10 short 
subjects and two long pictures 
which will net him $350,000. 





Jacqueline Logan’s decre. of di- 
Vorce from Ralph Gillespie became 
final March She will remarry 
Larry Winston. They were married 
before but lived apart, as a result 
of Miss Logan’s divorce from Gil- 
lespie not having been made final. 


9° 
“<. 


“These Few Ashes,” which had a 
brief New York engagement earlier 
in the season, will be produced in 
London, Owen Nares in chief role. 


Fire in a wooden m. p. theatre 
caused the death of 114 men, women 
and children in a Russian town near 
Moscow. 





“The Passion of Joan of Are,” 
film, barred in England, has been 
passed by the N. Y. State Board 


of Censors. It will be shown in the 
Little Carnegie Playhouse. 


In an opinion of the Maryland 
Court of Appeals, the marriage of 
Claire J. Ulrich, former “Follies” 
girl, to Charles E. Whitehurst, the- 
atre owner of Baltimore, was up- 
held under the common law of the 
State of New York. Decision was 
based on signatures on a_ prayer 
book, 


Net estate of Hiram Abrams, for- 
mer head of United Artists, amount- 
ed to only $17,032 net, although he 
left a gross estate of $138,821. Ap- 
praisal filed March 22 showed the 
estate had debts of $112,042. Abrams 
died Nov. 15, 1926. 


Carl Lamagna, who plays in the 
orchestra at the Majestic, received a 
suspended sentence March 21 in 
West Side Court. Lamagna fid- 
dled nightly under the window 
Rosita Moreno, to whom he is en- 
gaged. Neighbors objected. Mag- 
istrate Farrell expressed sympathy 
and remarked spring was here. 


Name of Atlantic City’s largest 
theatre has been changed from the 
Embassy to the Warner. 


A report issued by George Engles, 
director of the National Broadcast- 


_ ing and Concert Bureau, shows that 


¢ 


out of a total of $30,000,000 spent on 
music in the U. S. during the past 


year the broadcasting companies 
have contributed fully $11,000,000. 


These figures cover only actual per- 
formances in concert halls, opera 
houses and over the air, and do not 
include what has been spent on re- 
cording devices, 





Princess theatre, known 


now as 
the Lucille La Verne, has been 
leased by Walter Greenough for 


three years, beginning April 1. It 
will resume its original name, 


David Belasco last week acquired 
a play by Edgar Allan Woolf for 
production next season. 


Greatest 


victory in 25 years 
against Massachusetts censorship 
laws was won by the legislative 


committee on legal affairs when it 
reported favorably on the 
measure termed “The New 
Bill.” Amended bill was 
include not only books, 
phlets, pictures and prints, which 
are now immune from 
unless it can be proved that a por- 


Book 
made to 
but pam- 


| : 
against 





of} 


revised | 


censorship ! 


tion of the article in question is | 
obscene when taken in relation to} 
the whole | 

EE | 

According to an affidavit filed in 
New York County Probate Court by 
Mrs. May Eddinger, of Amityville, 
L. lL, mother of the deceased actor, 
Margaret Lawrence, his wife, is not 
a fit person to administer his estate. 
Case will be heard by Surrogate 
Foley April 1. 

Betty Brown, former “Folies” 
has filed suit for divorce in 
George Ellis 
wealthy manufacturer Maspeth, 
L. I. They were separated in 
York two years ago. 


girl, 
Reno 
Widmer, 
of 


New | 


Furniture and furnishings of the 
Hotel Fairfield, 20 West 72d street, 
for which the late Arnold Rothstein 
paid $100,000, have been sold for 
$40,000 to the Cape Holding Co. by 
order of the Surrogate’s Court. 

Dorothy MeCartiiy 
marry William 


is not going to 
Collier, Jr., as an- 
nounced. According to a member 
of the young. woman's family she 
will marry David Aronberg, an 
architect. 

The Boston tepertory Theatre 
closed Saturday night. According to 
Manager F. L. Sturtevant, the man- 
agement was unable to continue be- 
cause the stagehands had canceled 
their contracts. 


Times of Monday carried a full 
page advertisement bought by the 
New York American in its drive for 
the reduction of the income tax. It 
was a facsimilie of an American 
page, with reading matter and pic- 
tures’ of theatrical producers and 
other prominent citizens known to 
Broadway. 


Owing to Will Rogers’ picture en- 
gagements, Charles Dillingham is 
sending “Three Cheers,” co-starring 
Rogers and Dorothy Stone, to as 
many key cities as possible before 
June 1, 


Mrs. Catherine Jones, 55, wealthy 
widow of Hempstead, L. L, “angel” 
for the Bramhall Playhouse, in East 
23d street, is suing Butler Daven- 
port, actor-manager, for $13,000, and 
wants him to vacate the place. Mrs. 
Jones declared in her papers filed, 
she wanted to go on the stage, and 
that soon after Davenport had as- 
signed her a part in a play he asked 
her for money: She advanced $13,- 
000. In return a deed on the thea- 
tre was given to her, which she 
asserts she deeded back to him. 
Then a trust company deeded the 
playhouse back to her. Now, as 
owner, she demands rent for the 
premises and wants Davenport to 
get out. 

In her will Mrs. Myrtle Flanagan, 
dancer, who died in Muncie, Ind., 
last month, bequeathed her 5-year- 
old daughter to her grandmother, 
Mrs. Ruth Palfrey of Camden, N. J. 








Marjorie Berry, 
ton telephone 
selected to 
quita in 
0. H. 


308- 
been 
Fras- 
soston 


formerly a 
operator, has 
sing the role of 
“Carmen” at the 


Anton Beer-Walbrunn, professor 
in the Academy of Music, Munich, 
died in that city March 24. He 
wrote the opera “Don Quixote” and 
also stage music for “Hamlet,” “The 
Tempest” and other Shakespearean 
plays. 





Pauline Lord has left the Theatre 
Guild's “Strange Interlude” touring 
troupe. Her place will be filled by 





Humbert J. Fugazy, who was the 
late Tex Rickard’s rival for the bis 
scraps in the metropolitan district | 
Dempsey is to receive a flat guar-| 
jantee, the amount not divulged 


so 
Circus Fans’ Association of Amier- 
ica will give a dinner to Wells 
Hawks, veteran p. a, at Sardi's, | 
| April 2. 


-_—---= i 

A big benefit show will be offered | 
at the Casino April 7 for the Jewish 
Consumptives’ Relief Society 
ciety operates a non-sectarian san- | 
iiarium in Denver. 

Philadelphia Professional Players, 
which first produced “All the King’s | 


-u- | 





Men,” will do “Mardi Gras,’ a new 
play by Flo Fields, April 3. Georg- 
ette Cohan will have the leading 


role, with Gene Gowing directing. 

Claudette Colbert, formerly with 
A. H. Woods, but now with the The- 
atre Guild in “Dynamo,” will re- 
turn to Woods next fall. She is to 
be starred in a new production 


LOS ANCELES 
Cullen B. Tate, screen director, 
arraigned in Municipal Judge 
Bocue’s court, charged with driving 
while intoxicated. Tate made mo- 
tion for jury trial, which was set for | 
April 9. 








James Donnelly, chauffeur for Al 
Jolson, ran down Lee Kinn, 36, 
sereen extra, at a street crossing, 
breaking his left leg. Jolson, who 
was in ear, drove the injured man 
to Georgia Street hospital, where 
he advised he would pay all ex- 
penses in connection with the acci- 
dent. Kinn exonerated Donnelly of 
all blame. 


Unmasked bandit, who attempted 
to hold up Henry Duffy's Hollywood 
Playhouse, was foiled when Harry 
Chipman, treasurer, dropped to floor 
at sight of revolver, scaring the! 
robber, who fled to a waiting auto. 





| 
Pe 

Municipal Judge Guy F. Busi) 
ordered Buck Jones, film actor, to 
pay claims of Loretta Fitzpatrick, 


agent, brought through the State 
Labor Bureau, amounting to $387.! 


Agent alleges she booked 56 extras 
to work in one of the actor's west- 
ern produciions and that they were 
not paid. 


Ken Maynard, sued in Municipal 
Court by J. R. Olme for asserted 
failure to pay salary due as stable 
keeper. Amount, $382. 





Trial of divorce suit of Mrs. Mar- 
garet Tully against Jim Tully, nov- 
elist, continued until April 18. Mrs. 
Tully accuses the writer of crueity 
and desertion. 

Art Acord sued in Municipal 
Court for $976.30 by Hunsacker 
Finance Company. Amount is al- 
leged difference between what the 
cowboy actor paid toward purchase 
of an auto, and amount realized by 
the finance company upon his fail- 





ing to keep up his monthly pay- 
ments, 
Mrs. Marie Flugarth, stepmother 


to Viola Dana and Shirley Mason, 
denied divorce from Emil A. Flu- 
garth by Superior Judge Pope, who 
declared there was insufficient evi- 
dence to warrant decree for cruelty. 


Mrs. Tom Mix (professionally 
Victoria Forde, screen actress) re- 
turned to Beverly Hills after seven 
months in Paris. She issued an em- 
phatie denial that any divorce was 
contemplated, 

Jacqueline Logan announced she 
will marry Larry Winston, Los An- 
geles broker, as soon as a divorcee 
decree from Ralph Gillespie be- | 
comes final. Wedding is expected 
to take place soon. 








Rowland Brown, 


scenarist, filed} 
suit for $100,000 


through Attorney | 





Ann Harding 

A Bolton-Kern piece called “Blue 
Eyes,” produced in London some 
time ago, has been acquired for this 
country by Ned Jakobs. 

Three new playhouses are to be 
opened by the Film Guild Cinema, 
similar to the N. Y. house, in Buf- 


falo, Philadelphia and Rochester, 
each showing what the manage- 
ment refers to as “adult cine- 
maties.” 

Campbell B. Casad, p. a., has 
signed with the Alden Film Corp. 


to write 25 one-reel comedy talkers. 
Six have already been turned in for 
early filming. 

Preliminary tour of Grace George's 
play “The Husband Habit” ends in 
Brooklyn March 30. Announcement 
of a N. Y. opening date has not 
yet been made. 








Stanley Logan, who 
}garet Anglin’s play, “Security,” has 
| been re-engaged by the 
| for the next three seasons 
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Otis Skinner i> } red 
Chicago in Anril with 
dred Years Old.” 


“One Hune- 
Dem! sev has Sic ed a con- 
to be ’ i ain 


Dromar oy 


Jack 
tr t thea 


-¢ , 
; “5S wis 


~* 


Staged Mar- 


Shuberts | 


rT) onen in | 


M. G. C. Harris against Christie 
Film Company in Superior Court, 
| charging plagiarism. He alleges he 
submitted the scenario “Dapper! 
Dan,’ or “Somewhere in Chicago,” 
which the defendants made into a 
| picture called “The Carnation Kid.” 





Douglas MacLean, featured in “Car- 
nation Kid,” named as co-defend- 
ant. 

Ynez Seabury Costello, screen 


actress, filed suit in Superior Court 
for divorce from Walter W. Cos- 
tello. She charges he refused her 
dancing lessons necessary to ad- 
vancement in her profession and 
that he was jealous and slandered 
her. Couple were married six 
months ago. 





After serving 60 days in jail for 
producing an indecent show, Sam 
Landsman and John R, Ward, op- 
erators of “Paris After Midnight,” 
Main street honky-tonk, reopened 
and were sentenced to $800 fine or 
80 days in jail apiece on second 
charge, 








Alberta Vaughn, filed suit in Su- 
perior Court for $2,000 against Trin- 
ity Pictures Corp. She charges she 
|. was employed to make two pictures, 

each requiring a week to film, at a 
weekly salary of $1,000. Pictures 
were to be made last October, but 
| Miss Vaughan asserts she has never 


| elty. 


, only 


| Oshkosh or Kenosha, Wis., regularly. 


MOULIN ROUGE 


(MUTUAL) 


Since all of burlesque’s principal 


|} women are now spending most of 


their stage time taking off their 


| clothes on well-lighted runways, the | 


by 


' 
removing the top layer of a series of | 


burlesque female who “teases” 


brassieres is not 


so much of a nov- 


not 
Burlesque 


Boys are getting and 


wise but 
isn't doing so well. These soubrets 
who formerly cooched and now just 
undress aren't doing well for 
themselves, either. Those two extra 
encores for entirely lethargic audi- 
who find it unnecessary to 
applaud are not so helpful to one’s 
inferiority complex. 

Maybe the same boys have seen | 
enough undressing, the kind of un- 
dressing that shows just so much 
and 


wise, 


scarce, 


SO 


ences 


try and get more. Maybe 
they'd like a good old-fashioned 
cooch,. Or maybe neither. 


Women—women as a mass, that 
is—have never attended burlesque 
shows. There are women here and 
there in most burlesque, audiences, 


but few and far between. 

So since the men are drifting 
away why not have burlesque go 
after the women? 

Why not “tease” them with a 


couple of beautiful men? No rea- 
son why a gent can't disrobe just as 
mischieviously. No reason why a 
well built man can’t pose as well in 


front of an inanimate runway 
chorus. 
Why not a male artists’ model 


with a pretty face to remove his 
Paris garter as deftly and as un- 
revealingly as the present soubrets 
slip out of their breast hands? 

It's a thought. Bige. 





Cooling System for Entire 


Columbia Theatre Building | 


No deal yet consummated for the 
taking over of the Columbia, New 
York, by World Wide film firm for 
a straight picture policy. 

Walter Reade has closed a con- 
tract whereby the Columbia will 
be the first complete building to 
have its offices cooled by the same 
process used in its theatre. House 
will also be wired by April 1. 


If the World Wide deal falls 
through, the Columbia will offer 
sound films and stock burlesque 


this summer. 


Raw Shows Set Pace 

Los Angeles, March 26. 
After operating the Follies (down- 
town) for several years as a mu- 
burlesque, T. V. Dalton has 
let down the bars and productions 
now are running strong for nude- 
ness and off-color lines. Manage- 
ment contends that so long as the 


sical 


Main street honky-tonks are per- 
mitted to get away with it there 
seems no good reason why they 


should not get some of 
money. 

One of the principal femmes has 
introduced a Parisian atmosphere, 
appearing bare from the waist up. 


the easy 





NOT REGULARLY 


Mutual shows are not to play 

Permission was granted the Lena 
Daley show, “Step Along,” to play 
those stands, as that is Miss Daley's 


old home town section. 





Herk Due Back 


I. H. Herk, Mutual head, is ex- 
pected’in New York the end of the 
week. 





Fred Bowers In Unit 
— _ — 
Los Angeles, March 26, 
Frederick V. Bowers, old time 
songwriter, signed by Fanchon and 
Marco as m.c. for one of their B 
units now in rehearsal. 





Yvonne D’Arle in Vaude 
Yvonne D’Arle goes R-K-O vaude 
April 7%, 
Booked through 
tham office. 


the M. S. Ben- 





Lucas Says $2,000 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
Nick Lucas states his vaude sal- 
ary is $2,000 weekly, not $1,200 as 
reported. 





Murray at $2,500 
Chicago, March 26. 
J. Harold Murray is topping the 
Palace bill this week at a salary of 





i been, called on for services, 


2,500. 


| R-K-O Monastrs Shif 
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General shakeup of the } 


nou 


eration and boxoffice of the F he 
| lin. For the good of the se) ‘e 
|; Sol Schwartz, the Franklin ; 
ager, has been transferred to e 
Jefferson, with Charies Hoove) e 
sistant manager of the Cameo, as. 
signed as Schwartz’ assist . 
Mddie Lester, assistant manager of 


the Franklin, and treasurer, is out 

Harry Federman, manager, 
Chester, takes up Schwartz’ reins at 
the Franklin with Bill Henry as 
his assistant, the latter having been 
at the Jefferson. 

kd. Manley goes from the Jeffer- 
son management to a similar post 
at the Chester. There will be no 
new assistant named for the Cameo, 
Norman Ek remaining as manager, 


Delmar’s Hercules Role 


Jule Delmar, back with Keith's, 
left for the South Saturday to view 
that territory. Attempt is being 
made by R-kK-O, through Deln i: 


to build up the once strong but now 


almost extinct Southern route, 
booked by Delmar for so many 
Years that it was called the “Del- 


mar time. 

At its peak four years agu ixeith's 
Southern circuit comprised 14% 
weeks. Present Southern Keith 
route has but four theatres and two 
weeks of time. The towns are Char- 
lotte, Winston-Salem, Chattanooga 
and Knoxville, all splits. 





Mixed Team Sequel 


Vesta Wallace, through Julius 
Kendler, her attorney, served Al 
Trahan in a $20,400 damage claim 
while the latter was at Keith's 
Richmond Hill on the inaugural bill 
of that new R-K-O stand. A three- 
year partnership contract from 
March, 1927, is alleged. Last Sep- 
tember Miss Wallace was dis- 
charged and Trahan took Lady 
Marie Duyal as a new pard. 

Miss Wallace claims the 20 grand 
as accrued profits of the partner- 
ship, which they were to have split 
50-50. 





Seek Summer Dates 

Keith's New York Family De- 
partment, under Wesley Fraser's 
supervision, will make a drive for 
fairs and vaude one-nighters this 
summer to fill the annual gap cre- 
ated by independent houses droep- 
ping vaude during the hot season. 

As part of a fair department 
build-up Fraser has brought E. M, 
Jacobs, Keith's fair man in Boston, 
to the New York office. The New 
York fair division, as now planned, 
will be a par: of Fraser's “fifth 
floor” vaude department. 

New York Keith’s has been withe 
out a fair book for several years. 


DOW ADDS THREE 


A. & B. Dow agency is now book- 
ing three more theatres. 

Thornton, Riverpoint, R. L, 
start its new bookings March 31l 
on a split week basis. Palace, Stan- 
ford, Conn., makes its first booking 
April 18. Agency will also furnish 
a weekly Sunday show to the Mu- 





will 


tual theatre, Jamaica, lL. L, fore 
merly Shubert’s Jamaica, but now 
run by I. H. Herk. 

Globe, Bethlehem, Penn., is back 
with Dow again. 

KESSLER ALONE 

Aaron Kessler, former Keith 

agent, in partnership with Abe 


Feinberg, withdrew from that asso- 
ciation. 

, Kessler will operate his own of- 
fice, booking with independents. 





5 Acts Replace Band 
Detroit, March 16. 
Grand Riviera, in band presenta- 
tions since opening over two years 
ago, goes full week vaudfilm next 
week with five-act bills booked 
through Keith's, Chicago. 





Loveridge to Ft. Worth 
John Loveridge will be Interstate’s 
new manager in Ft. Worth. 
Loveridge was brought to Keith’s 
by J. J. Murdock years ago to man- 
age the 5th Avenue, New York. 





Conlin and Glass’ 2-Reeler 
Conlin and Glass are making 4% 


two reel talker for Warners on the 
Coast. 
Couple, recently back from Aus- 


tralia, are also playing Orpheum 


vaude along the Pacific. 





Harry Hines’ Tab 
Harry Hines opened in Porth) 


Me., this week with a new tab. -'- 
cluding 28 people. It is touring 4 
indie houses, 
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Just a Letter to Joe Zilch About 
“Cyrano’s’ Much Swollen Schnozzle 





ar Joe: 
ig workin In a pichure house 


and I go on every hour on the hour. 
Between times I waste the ole hour 
glass by figgering out new gags 
that these morun audiences will 
understand. You hear a lot about 


what’s wrong with the theater these | 


days. .. - Some of them blame it 
on the talkies and some of em 
blame it on the visitin English 
critics. But me, I blame it on art. 
Honest, last week I saw a turkey 
that coulda been a smash with a 
little fast routeening. 

Remember the Colonial . . . the 
house at Broadway near Ned Way- 
purn’s finishing school? We played 
it on a Sunday night a few years 
back when we got in off the Poli 
time. Well it aint the Colonial any- 
more. It’s named after a guy named 
Walter Hampden. I dropped in 
their the other evening. The door- 
man recognizes me and give me 
the professional privalege so I 
parks in the rear and see whats 
ealled “Cyrano de Bergerac”’—no 
foolin—I got the pogrom right here 
and that spellings the McCoy. 

When he started off on this rou- 
teen I thot he was gonna lay an 
egg but I stuck it out to the bitter 
end and he finished in the money 
with the wise mob, mostly short 
hair dames with long dresses and 
long haired guys short on long 
green. It’s a costume play some- 
thin like those afterpieces we used 
to hoke up. And meddyevil if you 
get what I mean. Cyrano has got 
a swollen schnozzle that'd make 
Jimmy Durante look like Davey 
Lee. He belongs to the home guards 
fin Paris and he’s that way over a 
cutie that’s called Roxanne. She's 
restful on the optics but an awful 
strain on the gray matter because 
she’s sold down the river on the 
pan of a pretty guy with as much 
brains as a big shot at Belleview. 

Egg Gets the Works 

To liven things up as the opera 
opens Cyrano gets one of the Park 
Avenoo mob in a lather by break- 
ing up a benefit performance and 
gives this egg the works in a dool 
—all the time he’s making up a 
song. Nothin to make Buddy De- 
Sylva worry but he scares the 
nobles and presence who all scram 
leaving him alone on a full stage. 
Here he shoulda gone into one but 
in come this dame Roxy’s stage 
mamma and makes a date to meet 
him on the Roo San Hurray at 


' gome Coffee Pot after Father Leon- 


ard’s in the morning. He thinks 
he’s doo for a break so to wet his 
appatight he exists to do a Max 
Schmeling and it’s a blackout. Here 
I was thinkin of going down to the 
N. V. A. for a laugh but when I 
get to the street its snowin so I 
crawl back. 

Anyhoo in the Coffee Pot theys a 
bunch of the boys sittin’ around 
dunkin their sashweights in java 
when in comes the love interest in 
a purple trench coat, Cyrano 
thinkin she’s that way over him is 
about to drop on his Jolsons and 
holler mammy when she starts to 
do nippups about his arrow collar 
ad that’s just enlisted in his out- 
fit. So Cyrano does a Laugh Clown 
Laugh bit and she uscrays to make 
room for the onsombul. I forgot to 
say that Cyrano has staged a little 
Pogrom the night before and the 
dead and injured look like a New 
Haven excursion train before John 
Coolidge taught them the differents 
between tracks and ties. They 
want to give him the keys to the 
city but because of his heavy heart 
he turns thumbs down on _ the 
Walker-Whalen gang and chases all 
the presence out ... everyone ex- 
cept this bunch of boy scouts he 
belongs to. They want the low- 
down on—the massacker I mean— 
80 he starts in to tell it when this 
little twurp the gal’s dizzy over, 
the pretty guy, starts to interrupt 
and give him the burn-up about his 
schnozzle. He’s just about to write 
another lousy lyric and drum up 
trade for Woodlawn when he sav- 
vies that this is the hombre the 
gal Roxy has went for, so he sorta 
pulls off the false whiskers and 
Wises up the kid that he’s got the 
inside track with the dame. They 
£0 into a huddle and Cyrano agrees 
to double in print for the juve, 
Christy by name. They strike a 
bargain that lets Cyrano do the 
Shost writing and slip the phrail 
the sweet and tender treatment via 
the air mail or what have you. 

In Act III the author, whichever 
his name is, does a Mel Klee and 
lifts that balcony bit from Shakes- 





pere’s Romeo and also Juliet. 
There's Roxanne leanin’ out of a 
lot of Crane plumbing off her bed- 
room in her robe de noot and Christy 
is flopping all over the apron try- 
ing to John Gilbert his weekly 
wage. He’s gettin’ by like a male 
guest at the Martha Washington 
and she’s so dissapernted that she’s 
just about to empty the Pekinese 
and leave a call for the morning 
when Cyrano comes in like an 
auctioneer. 

So far she ain’t had a thrill that 
she couldn’t tell her mother about, 
but honest, Joe, then this guy 
Cyrano lets loose. Don’t forget 
Cyrano is nerts about Roxy so 
nachurally his line of patter clicks 
and she invites him into the office. 
Up the ladder goes Christy, who's 
had as much to say for himself as 
the class orator at a deaf and dumb 
school. Then in comes a guy whose 
supposed to be a Friar, according to 
the program. He didn’t look to me 
like no Friar, and would be black- 
balled pronto if he tried to crash 
the Lambs. Anyways he’s carrying 
a letter from the commander of the 
local Camp Upton Count de Goose 
saying he’s panting with desire and 
how would she like his pants? So 
Roxy uncorks a fast one and makes 
this dim-witted Friar think it’s in- 
structions to marry her off to the 
pretty-pretty so they can go into 
the house to get sealed. 

Cyrano runs interference for 
Christy and Roxy and when the 
count tries to get around left end 
he falls under his feet and does a 
nut act called “Me and the Man in 
the Moon,” with additional lyrics 
and patter from a prominent inmate 
of Bellavyoo, The Count thinks he’s 
just another guy thats been inhalin’ 
Sterno so he stalls around ’till its 
too late and upsadaisy .. . out 
comes the blushin’ bride and the 
gent that’s jokingly called her bet- 
ter half by people who don’t know 
fractions. The Count is the head 
man in this doughboy outfit so he 
does a Desmond when he’s foiled by 
the gal. Sends the fall guy hus- 
band and Cyrano out to Chateau 
Thierry for the week-end. Out 
there the rooral free delivery ain't 
so hot and Cyrano has promised the 
dame that he’ll stand over her hus- 
band with a whip and make him 
write to her so every day he does 
his ghost writing for this prize- 
package and at night crawls through 
the barbed wire entangulmence to 
the nearest p. o. station. Chow is 
pretty bad and the soldiers are cry- 
ing as if they’d just seen the Sing- 
ing Fool, when who should come 
rolling in on the crest of a wave 
but Salvation Nell herself . . 
Lady Bountiful, in other words 
Roxy (not S. L.). She’s frothin’ at 
the mouth to corner Christy in 
some sound-proof studio. So she 
becomes mascot for the gang while 
she and some bakery store owner 
from the village do a Mr. Zero to 
these bums and give ’em everything 
but the check. 


Gives Her De Poipers 


By some accident this egg Christy 
suddenly realizes that the cream in 
Roxy’s coffee is the writer of the 
hotsy totsy love letters and he calls 
for a showdown with Cyrano. By 
now Cyrano has come to. . and 
realizes that she goes for him in a 
vulgar way and he’s just about to 
come clean and trust in God and 
Fannie Brice’s plastic surgeon when 
a stage hand shoots off his air 
riflle and knocks the gal’s husband 
deader than the Charleston. 

Cyril, seein’ as how she never 
knew the trooth and that she’s still 


nerts about her husband, even 
though they never did go to 
Niagara Falls, figures he _ better 


keep his mouth shut sd he gives 
her the kid’s last letter and goes off 
stage to chew on a lozenge ‘till they 
set the next scene. It’s laid in a 
convent. They’s a bunch of show 
girls walking around the stage who 
ain’t worked since Morris Gest did 
“The Miracle’ and there in the 
back yard is Roxanne. Time is 14 
years later and she’s still hummin’ 
torch songs for the gold star in her 
window. Finally in comes Cyril 
. . . he’s pretty old now . . and 
it seems he’s been on the staff of 
the local sochalist rag givin’ the 
capitle guys with money the needles. 
So in he comes at six daylight 
saving for their weekly visit he ain't 
missed all this time, nor been late 
for, and she don’t know it... but 
some mugg has done an Al Capone 
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Closing Prices 





Miami, March 26. 

Finish of the season had 
the following quotations: 

Gin—Gilbeys, Nelson's White 
Satin, Walker’s London Dry, $4 
quart. 

Beer — Beck's, Patzenhofer, 
Dresslers, Bull Dog, Tennent’s, 
$1.25 per bottle. 

Rum — Bicardi, $8; 
Dagger, $6.50 quart. 

Ports and  Sherries — Dry 
Sack, $9; Sandeman’s, $5 quart. 

Champagnes—Heidsieck Dry 
Monople, Cliquot, Monople, 
Mumm’'s Godon Rouge, Chas. 
Heidsieck, Lanson’s, $10. 

Scotch—Vat ’69, $6.50; Haig 
and Haig, Buchanan's, Johnny 
Walker, $7; King Cole, Old 
Smuggler, Green Stripe, Clan 
Campbell, Old Monarch, White 
Heather, Gordon Plaid, Gavin 
Dick, $6 quart. 

Rye—Old Overholt, Walker's, 
Old Cutler, Biltmore, Four 
toses, Lewis Hunter, Pebble- 
brook, Golden Wedding, $6 
quart. 


Times Square Hotels Slap 
Four with Unpaid Bills 

A German physician, an engineer 
and a jobless salesman were ar- 
raigned separately in West Side 
Court before Magistrate William 
Farrell on charges of being hotel 
beats. All denied the charges for 
various reason. They gave their 
names as Walter Bowman, German 
M. D., owing the Hotel Paramount 
$69; William Richards, engineer, 
charged with owing the 44th Street 
Hote] $133, and William Zeller, job- 
less salesman, owing the Hotel Clar- 
idge $116. 

Richards was discharged. He is 
alleged to have contracted the bill 
in 1927. A friend came to court with 
the engineer and they left to get 


the kale to make good. Bowman 
will have a hearing. 

Zeller, out of a Job and apparently 
short of cash, promised to make 
good the bill if given the chance. 

Representatives of the hotels dis- 
played no desire to drop prosecu- 
tion. 

Fred Wobett, 23, acrobatic dancer 
who has been stopping at the Man- 
hattan Hotel, was also arraigned in 
West Side Court on charge of fail- 
ing to pay a board bill of $125. Wo- 
bett wired home, much against his 
wishes, and got the dough. Sum- 
mons was dismissed. Wobett said 
he had been a member of the Talbot 
Kenny act and had torn a leg 
muscle. Since which he has been 
unable to work. 


Three 

















BUS CO. BANKRUPT 


Luna Cars, Inc., familiar Times 
Square rubberneck omnibus system, 
152 W. 42d street, has been peti 
tioned into bankruptcy. 

Minna Kuperschmidt, adminis- 
tratrix of Abraham Kuperschmidt, 
claims $6,720 as balance on judg- 
ment for $9,220, obtained Jan. 30, 
1929, “for wrongful death of dece- 
dent.” Preferential payments of 
$50,000 are alleged. 





on him from a second-story window 
and he’s ready for the river. 

They talk about unimportant 
things like the new traffic plan, 
who’s expecting a blessed event, 
what squaw has gone phfft with 
Looey dot Dope the king, and all of 
a sudden with the Dee Tees. What’s 
more he recites that last letter he 
wrote to her usin’ the other guy’s 
name and gives himself away. 
Well, Roxy is quick about those 
things, so she realizes what a sucker 
she’s been all these years, but there’s 
no savin’ Cyril, and honest to gawd 
it’s sad. 

Well, there - you’ve got the 
story in a nutshell... just a brief 
outline of what’s going on on Broad- 


way now. So if you wanna know 
what's wrong with the _ theatre 
think it over and just contrast it 


with them old days when the 9th 
avenue gang used to get calluses on 
their palms when we laid ‘em out in 
the at the late show. Well, 
3aby . . be glad to see you. I’m 
yours ‘till the Palace plays three a 
day, and I had a date Sunday. 
Andy Farreil. 

(Of Farrell and Carrell. . . always 


isles 





working ... thanx to Abe Pincus). 








Everybody’s Guest Now 
Deadheaded by State 


John Arnold, Jr., 28, who for the 
past six monuths has been doing 
Broadway, flashing big bankrolls 
and posing as “Lieut. Jack Arnold 
of the Army Air Service,’ was sen- 
tenced to the Penitentiary to a 
term not to exceed three years by 
the Justices of Special 
He had pleaded guilty 
rubber checks, 

Specific complaint against Arnold 
was made by Schwab the Florist, 
who claimed Arnold handed him a 
bum check $23 for a purchase 
of flowers for a lady friend. Other 
similar complaints, according to 


Sessions. 
to passing 


for 


Probation Officer Jacob Lichter, 
were received from Brill Brothers, 
Rogers-Peet and Hilton’s from 
whom he obtained aviator outfits. 


The probation officer learned also 
that Arnold had “gyped” numerous 
night clubs and Broadway “speaks” 
with the phoney paper but these 
refused to press complaints. 





Miami Beach 


Miami Beach, March 21. 

Merry-go-round that was Miami 
this season is all washed up de- 
spite efforts of the realtors, hotel 
and apartment operators and 
chamber of commerce ballyhooers 
to sell a “stay until May” slogan. 

All in all a great season for Miami 
and Miami Beach, with that section 
of Florida the last frontier of per- 
sonal liberty in the U. 8. 

Spot was the melting pot for all 
classes from gunmen to millionaires 
this winter. 








Matrons employed at game rooms 
here have been slipped a new mon- 
icker. Wise mob call the elderly 
demes “Cheer-up Annies,” It’s their 
duty to tell the girls powdering 
their noses, after taking it on the 
chin in the casino, how much Mr. 
So and So won the night before. 
This applies only to frails who are 
shy on game room technique. 

Those who have been around, 
when handed a $100 cr so by the 
boy friend, usually stick at least 
half of it in the kick and buy chips 
with the balance. 





Embassy Club still busy under 
direction of Frank Ford. Expects 
to continue well into April. Miller 
and Farrell have joined the show 
after being in demand for private 
parties during the season. . 

Billy Mann and the Yacht Club 
Boys are out, also Johnne Clare, 
English singer, who returned to 
England on the Leviathan, March 
20. 





Hoboken, famous for German 
food, beer and Christopher Morley’s 
operas, also the spot where most of 
the game room layouts used here 
this season are manufactured. 





Most of the croupiers or game 
room dealers in Miami claim Provi- 
dence as their home town and rest 
there between resort seasons. Op- 
erators of the rooms this season, 
however, hailed from every section. 

One mob has a summer place 
around Detroit. while the Jersey 
shore, Long Island, Frencn Lick and 
Saratoga were well represented. 





Over at Palm Beach, the Colony 
Club, Arthur Hands’ class outdoor 
night life spot, has closed after a 
successful initial season. Improve- 
ments planned for next season 
should help to establish the garden 
night club as a permanent feature 
of Palm Beach life. 

New supper club had no opposi- 
tion this season and drew a strictly 
dress mob, with Ernie Holst’s or- 
ehestra and Murray Smith, bari- 
tone. 





Harry Rosenthal, who closed with 
his orchestra at the Club Lido, 
Miami Beach, went to Palm Beach 
to rest, and grabbed off half a dozen 
dates for private parties. 


CHANGE OF MIND 
S. Sam Schwartz is changing his 
policy of Sam's, the former non- 





couvert eating place on West 
Eighth street, in the basement of 
the new Film Arts’ Guild theatre. 
Schwartz is slapping on a couvert 


and going nite club. Straight din- 
ing-and-dancing gag didn’t click. 
Change also includes a new mon- 
icker, the Dome, with Leonard Sill- 
man as m. c., supported by Imogene 
Coca from the Silver Slipper, Gar- 
net O’Brien, late of the Club Plaza, 
and Mitzi Rich, blues warbler. 
Walter Feldkamp band will officiate 
after theatre for dancing when the 
couvert obtains; the Damar Gypsy 
orchestra plays for dinner, 


ithe Jones Law when the m. ec. 


Jurist on Nite 


‘Club Floor Tells 


Jones Law Angles 


A learned jurist voluntecred a 
few poignant remarks pertaining to 
ofa 
night club in the 60’s called upon 
the guests to entertain the other 
night. Among the enlightening ob- 
servations he made were: 

“Most of the victims of this law, 
being unable to pay a $10,000 fine, 
will be obliged to work it out in 
Federal prison at the customary 
rate of $1 a day. Thus aside from 
the five years’ penalty they will 
get 10,000 days, or 32 years in jail. 

“Since the violation of the Jones 
Law is a felony, any person, officer 
or citizen may use all necessary 
force even to the taking of human 
life to prevent the escape of a felon. 
An officer is thus immune should 
he slay a Jones law violator, who 
might attempt eluding arrest. 

“Again, since it is the law that 
all persons cognizant of a felony are 
bound to report it, or be culpable 
of a felony themselves, everyone 
with knowledge of a Jones law vio- 
lation must inform the authorities, 
or be themselves guilty of a felony. 
If one’s father, mother, brother or 
best friend breaks the Jones law 
it is your duty to report it. 

“Those pleading guilty to viola- 
tion of the Jones law, irrespective 
of punishment accruing, becomes a 
felon, perpetually being disqualified 
from holding any public office, un- 
less pardoned; disqualified from 
jury service forever, unless par- 


Speaker went further into analy- 
sis of the situation by showing the 
Jones law imposes greater punish- 
ment than any other federal law 
for more serious offenses. He said: 
“There is but a maximum two-year 
penalty for a juror accepting bribes; 
a maximum of three years for de- 
struction of nublic documents; one 
year maximum for corrupting wit- 
nesses; maximum penalty of one year 
for kidnapping a sailor; one year 
maximum for assaulting, wounding, 
or beating a Federal officer, or in- 
terfering with court process, and a 
maximum of one year for extortion 
by public officers.” 


THIEVES’ STIFF RAP 


Get Plenty for Robbing Theatrical 
Rooming House 











Long terms in Sing Sing prison 
were handed out by Judge Morris 
Koenig in General Sessions to two 
stickup men who raided a theatrical 
boarding house at 121 West 47th 
street last December, 

Ralph Magrini, 27, was sentenced 
to twenty years, and Victor Sini- 
telli, 21, was given a term of from 
ten to twenty years. 

The two men, armed with guns, 
entered the rooming house on the 
evening of December 16, lined the 
inmates and cleaned up about $500. 
They were chased as they left the 
place and caught by policemen two 
blocks away. The specific charge 
on which the men were indicted 
was for the theft of $260 from Ben- 
jamin Silver during the holdup. 

The prisoners were identified as 
former attendants at the State Hos- 
pital for the Insane at Central Islip, 
L. I. They were discharged from 
that institution in 1926 for cruel 
treatment of inmates, 





Mann at Casanova 


Billy Mann and his Yacht Club 
Boys, just back from the Embassy, 
Miami, open tonight (Wednesday) 
at the Casanova club and double 
into the RKO Palace starting Sun- 
day. Lou Shurr booked them into 


Schenck, who continue RKO book- 
ings. 

Ohman and Arden, the pianolog- 
ists from “Spring Is Here,” and 
Helen Kane will be co-attractions, 
along with Jerry Friedman’s or- 
chestra and that Argentine en- 
semble, 


Miami Flicker Repeat 

The Friars Miami-Frolic pictures 
will be shown for a second time 
Saturday night at 11:30 at the club, 
with no admission. Members may 
bring guests; stag only. Supper 
will be served. 

The demand for a second exhibi- 





} tion prompted this repeat. 


doned, and disbarment if a lawyer.,”- 


the nite club to succeed Van and. 
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46 VARIETY 
Lou Davis back from Miami. Greenwich Village Revel is set for 
Hilda Harrison on the vocal staff | April 5 at Webster Hall 
at the Roxy. Ramon and Rosita, having com- 
‘te 1¢é r Se o i l Flo ik "O- 
New Cotton Club show opens ee a 7 ir “ +s bes rida, pro 
‘Pe’ anadon sno Ve 
Sunday next. on ° : ’ i 
Svely Martin, formerly of the 
‘ie ors fley back from Eve I n , . : 
P wate ty 2: ore Mirador, opened at the Richman 
F eacn, é 
cite i , with George Olsen premiere. 
ause trot Ts i ‘ ““ son- 
wee cs ct amet deo gee Doctor has ordered Barbara Dean 
to quit eating so much _ stuffed 
Well, sir, Mark Hellinger has) .oiory 
sprouted spats. aie 
’ : ° . . Lloyd Garrett restored as m. c, at 
Jack Feigle is SPSEsING a broken Park Centra] Grill. Cliff O’ Rourke 
arm following fisticuffs. had been there 
Harry Carey and Tim McCoy in| ~ ' 
town . Fanny Brice, who went under the 
Vincent Lopez, long an absentee| Knife two weeks ago, is again mak- 
of the gay places, is making the ing the rounds. 
rounds, Joseph P. Bickerton, Jr., recov- 
Cynthia  White’s llth annualj ered from pne umonia and south 
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2 ZIEGFELD 


GLORIFYING THE 
NEW AMSTERDAM 
The 


EDDIE C 


in ZIEGFELD 
TRIUMPH 
with ETHEL SHUTTA 


House Beautiful."’ 


WHOOPEE 
PAUL WHITEMAN 


SENSATIONS 
AMERICAN GIRL 
Theatre, 42nd 8t. 
Mts. Wed. & Sat. 


ANTOR 


& ALL STAR CAST 


Thar-Sat., Mar. 28 to 30 
play) Tee Stars of the Radice 
**True Stery’ Hour 


MARY and BOB 





IN PERSON 








SHOW 


Norma Terris, Howard 
berry, Sammy White, 





- 5 . & 6th Av. 
ZIEGFELD fin. Tavns.“e' Sar, 


May Oliver and CHARLES WINNINGER 





BOAT 


Marsh, } town New- 
Helen Morgan, Edna 











AND HIS Talking | MARIAN NIXON 
ENTIRE BAND 5 & Sound { in “GERALDINE” 
IEW Te ALL GIRL SHOW 
with 25-Giris-25 


Talking and Sound Picture 
MARIAN NIXON 


“GERALDINE” 


Supreme Vaudeville—Pictures 
Continuous Noon to ti P. M. 


Low Prices 








EARL CARROLL fz: 3,4 4 4¢/ CAPITO 
ee 2 ts g’Weeks. in Adva Box 

0 r ~ vouee 
- nox “Avni” ™ {axe | BUSTER 


ERROL BRICE ATWILL 


in the 


musical comedy hit 


“FIORETTA” 


Music by George Bagby & G. Romilli 


featuring Dorothy Knapp and 
George Houston 


B’way & 6ist St. 


Midnight Pictures 


Nightly 11:20 


KEATON 


in M-G-M’s Laugh Riot with Sound 


SPITE MARRIAGE 
Also Excellent Surrounding Program of 


Movietone and Specialty Artists 
CAPITOL GRAND ORCHESTRA 





jth 


ROXY 





Srd Week 








AVE. & 50th 


Hear New York City Talk 


ST. 
Direction of 8. L. 
Rothafel (ROXY) 








$7 Win Cost $250 





A Broadway showgirl is 
suffering from « slot-machine 
malady. 

Girl stopped with friends at 
a speakeasy in which was a 
25-cent slot-machine into which 
she dropped a quarter, obtain- 
ing $1 on the first yank. Her 
second quarter netted a deuce; 
her third brought a deluge 
amounting to $4. She inserted 
all her winnings and $8 in ad- 


dition. 
Machine, in bad working 
order, stuck frequently and 


when she was through 10 little 
blisters appeared on a tender 
palm. Infection set in and she 
paid a specialist $250. 








° J 





recuperating. Back in his office 


next week. 

Tommy Lyman winds up next 
week at the Chateau Madrid after 
along run. Jack White remains. 


J. Anzoldi will represent Reuben, 
who is opening another theatrical 
delicatessen in Paris. 

George White and Nick Blair 
have plotted a trip to Europe 
shortly. 

Betty Compton signed for three 
more years by Aarons and Freeley, 
is now signed for five years. 

Jack Sobel, formerly with the 
Yiddish Art Theatre, has a canvas 
hanging in the National Academy 
titled, “Rose.” 

Lou Lusty, personal p.a. for Lupe 
Velez the past three weeks, has 
lost nine pounds during that period. 
It’s part of Lusty’s job to go shop- 
ping with Lupe, get her to the the- 
atre on time and carry the Mexi- 
can dachshund. He has two more 
weeks to go. 

Lindy, the restaurateur, is com- 
plaining to Police Commissioner 
Whalen to clear his sidewalk from 
the guerilla hangers-on. 

Harry Ormiston and Duke Murtha 
are back in Universal’s exploitation 
department after several years de- 
voted to trying out other jobs. 

Rian James, columnist for the 
Brooklyn Eagle, sailing for vacash 
in Europe. Column will be done 

















ILL TILLIAM FOX Presents 
Gi SPEAKEASY 
STONE CHEERS ame Fox- eed 7 FY Production Ba - 
STON vs and Will is Hable PAGE LANE : WALTHALL 
t ne Ik about Stupendous Anniversary Spectacle 
— cnythinig and ENTIRE ROXY ENSEMBLE 
usica 
Smash anybody — aaa - 
GLOBE, 46th & B’way. Mats. Wed. & Sat. : 10-KEIMTH- 
THEATRES 
Thea., W. 48 St. Evs. 8:30 E 
VANDERBILT jyets:’ wea. & ‘Sat, 2:30 PALACE 7 a | 


Another Vanderbilt Musical Comedy Smash! 


ADY 


EDDIE BUZZELL & LOUISE BROWN 
MOVES TO LIBERTY THEATRE 


FINGERS 


with 


GILDA GRAY 


(in P 
VINCENT ects 


RoGen iMHOF 
Peter Higgins—Ted & Al Waldmaa 
Bud Harris & Radcliff—Sawyer & Eddy 


erson) 

AND ORCHESTRA 
ROTHERS 

& CO. 











t 
ge FIPPODROME——, 
MONDAY, APRIL 1 CONTINUOUS, 10:30 A. M. to 11 P.M. 
Prices Ex. Sat., Sun., Holidays 
ao mnie oan ak a Orch. 35¢; Nights, —, wey 
C 4 arrangem ANN e 
ost DAVID BELASCO, presents Hear F IE BRICE MAN” 


LENORE ULRIC 


rt tie a ety CLARK & GANG 
In Mr. Belasco’s “MIMA” cod ILLIE SOLAR; Others 
Masterpiece 
with SIDNEY BLACKMER cons nents | Aig AP 
Thea., 44th St. E. of B’way Bist ST. sists 
ea., ot. EK. ° 
Belasco Eves. 8.30. Mts. Thur. & Sat. Thurs. to Sat., Mar. 28 te 30 


Also SMITH & DALE of Avon Comedy 
Four in an All-Tatking Comedy 








PLAYHOUS 


ELMER RICE’S New Play 


STREET SCENE 


xtra Matinee T 


Mats. Every Day Easter Week, April 1-6 


8:30 
2:30 


W. 48th St. Evgs. 
Mats. Wed. & Sat., Talking & 
Sound 


Ge.—-WHITING & BURT—Sadie 
+» HARLAND DIXON 
DAVIS & DARNELL; 


MARION NIXON 
in “GERALDINE” 


Others 





hurs. to Sat., 


hursday, Mar. 28 


Sound 





—-THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTIONS-— 


DYNAMO 


Martin BECK Th., 


Mats. Thur. 


Talking & 





Bille Mensa 


CHARLES RAY (in Person) 
RUNAWAY FOUR 
CLARK & BERGMAN; Others 
MARION NIXON 
in “GERALDINE”’ 


Bway & 
96th St. == 


Mar. 28 to 30 














WAR ER BROS, 
VITAPHONE © TA LKING PICTURES 





45 St.,W. of 8 Av. 
Evenings 8:50 


& Sat., 2:40 


3-3 SN ARK 


WINTER GARDEN 


yr a 








Thea., 


GUIL 


CAPRICE 


Mis. Wed.,Th.& Sat.2:40 





SAM H. HARRIS 
THEATRE 


[SON 


22 i. wveey 


JOL 





W. 52d. Evs. 8:50 


EXTRA 6 





BOTH SHOWS — rwice DALY 2.45-8.45 
P.M. SHOW SUNDAYS 














STRANGE 


joha Golden 











MARK D' 
TRAN |) 
B'way & 47th 

Doors Open Daily 

at 10:20 A, M. 
tol | 


All 35¢ ge 


Seats 
Deluxe Midnight Show | 
* 


INTERLUDE 


Thea., 
Eves. 


58th, E. of B’y 
Only at 5:30 











Nightly 11:38 


FIRST TIME AT POPULAR PRICES 


SEE AND HEAR 


DAVEY 
LEE in 


f “Sonny Boy” 


Hie Sings—He Talks 


—He Charms 
All-Sound Program 


by friends during his ab. 

At the Garden “Friday. Hal 
Hixon applauding when his fighter, 
Ray Miller, was introduced. Just 
a master of ceremonies. 

Lester Allen diverts his friends 
with slides he has of World War 


scenes, depicting gruesome battle 
results. 
One- of _ those Fords’ with 


limousine body and chauffeur was 
outside a night club the other a. m. 
Half a dozen Yale lads and the goil 
friends emerged. 

Marvel Dobbs and Alleen Mae on 
the level about their cross-country 


trip to San Francisco by car. Have 
bought a Chev and _ obtained 
licenses. 


high, brought into the Guinan club 
by a Wall street broker who placed 
the bird on his ringside table. 
Significance unknown. 

Display window in the 60s of 
Broadway causing trafflie conges- 
tion, all the cab drivers in town 
stcpping to view a new make taxi- 
cab. 

Bull Montana, ringsided with 
Jack Dempsey and Estelle Taylor 
at the Chateu Madrid, volunteered 
a song Saturday night. He sang 
“Among My Souvenirs,” and it 
wasn't bad. 

An epidemic of coat thievery in 
night clubs and theatres. One light- 
headed gal is weeping over the loss 
of a mink coat that cost some mug 
three grand. * She left it in a the- 
atre seat to take a smoke. 

Nagaki, Harry Rosenthal’s Jap, 
driving his Lincoln from Palm, 
smacked a state trooper’s Buick 
near Wilmington, Del., Saturday. 
They put him in the ancay until as- 
sured the damage would be paid. 

They are telling the story of the 
young man who was recently told 
by his prospective sweetheart that 
she was going blind, so she wouldn’t 
hold him to his marriage intention. 
The y. m. declared he’d stick, and 
they were married. The bride is 
now sightless. 

Pat Pursley, of “Animal Crack- 


ers,” now singing at the Chateau 
Madrid. Dressed in black evening 
gown, “2 looked so good that 


when Joe Frisco saw her being in- 
troduced by Jack White the other 
night he summarized the sitvation 
by shouting, “Don’t do anything. 
Just stand there.” 

| New wrinkle in travel to Atlantic 
| City is the Blue Comet, a de luxe 
jtrain run by the New Jersey Cen- 
tral. Cost is same as ordinary 
beter thereby saving $1.13, the 
fusual Pullman rate. Professionals 








A stuffed stork, some four feet 


giving train a play. Idea originated 
last year by New York Central 
with some trains to Buffalo. 


Dorothy Hughes (Mrs, Phil 
Payne) bought a typewriter and is 
studying shorthand and _ stenog- 
raphy, hoping to acquire the arts 
in order to carry out the wish of 
her late husband who always want- 
ed Dorothy to become a writer 
and connect with some newspaper. 
Former showgirl has given up the 
stage permanently. 

A world's record is claimed by the 
proprietors of Broadway's latest 
speakeasy, which opened Saturday 
night. Lease was signed Friday, 
bar was installed within an -hour. 
Ventilation fan put in in the after- 


noon, Chairs, tables and an auto- 
matic nickel music box installed 
within half hour. Bar opened eight 
p. m. Friday; formal opening next 
night. 


Wine buyers naturally get all the 
breaks in the retreats of the Stem 
because there aren't many of ’em 
left. One wealthy buzzard, a tee- 
toter, invariably orders a _ spar- 
kling pitcher of champagne, telling 
the waiter to be sure to load it 
up with cherries. He sits by the 
hour with a spoon fishing out the 
little red berries. He is allowed 
to walk about the clubs making 
dates and otherwise frolicking, as- 
sured of no intimidation, for his 
check is always insurance. Often 
he leaves a place with his wine 
untouched. Hostesses watch him 
and when he leaves they confiscate 
the drinks. 

Actor going down the street with 
a copy of a weekly comic maga- 
zine under his arm, declaring, “I'll 
be ‘up’ in this before the matinee.” 

Blanche Ring held a night club 
in her lap the other night when 
she took the middle of the floor 
and let loose a flood of her old 
songs. Demands from the ringsiders 
for the song which made her fa- 


mous a generation ago, brought 
forth a little. piano at which 


Blanche seated herself. Great ova- 
tion followed. 

Waiters at the Will Oakland club 
playing the horses had a great 
streak of luck and placed winnings 
on Singer, who licked Bud Tay- 
lor. Now they have their earnings 
in a stock market pool, their dough 
shooting skyward when the mar- 
ket jumped five points. If the luck 
continues, Will Oakland will be 
visiting his former help on Park 
ave. 

A woman whom Sam Shipman 
aided several years ago, when she 
was down and out, called him last 
week and asked for an appoint- 
ment. Dramatist granted it ex- 
pecting another touch. Woman 
sliding to his place in a limousine 
with chauffeur and told Sam she 
had now an $800 daily income from 
gold mines she owned. Sam is still 
unconscious. 

Other night a gent in tails se- 
cured a needle and thread, knelt 
down at the side of his blase blond 
companion and sewed a run in her 
hose. Amateurish job, but served 
to dam the run from traveling be- 
low the knee. In a night club. 





Florida Booming 


St. Petersburg, Fla., March 26. 

This city, and the West Coast of 
Florida were guests to over 100,000 
tourists during the season just 
closed. It was the biggest year 
Florida ever had. 

The same is true of the East 
Coast and Miami, where more folks 


registered than in the balmy and 

goofy days of the boom. 
Ractiogging Music 
‘altex ad of the Wal- 


Kane, h 
eng de ‘;:. Publishing 
1595 Broadway, distributors of sheet 
music appeared in West Side Court 
to prosecute Paul Veresi, 31, and 
Henry Orshansky, 19, charged with 
petty larceny and receiving stolen 
property. 

Complainant alleged that Or- 
shansky who has been employed by 
him for several months has been 
Systematically stealing copies of 
popular music and selling them to 
Veresi for ten cents a copy. 

Total amount stolen, stated Kane, 
will amount to $125. Although the 
specific charge is the theft of $10 
worth of sheet music on March 19. 

Veresi conducts a music store at 
152 East 23rd street. 


Company, 


——==_—_— 


Players § Stuck Up, But 
Bandit Soon Caught 


A plea of guilty was entered by 
Angelo Mancuso, 22, in West Side 
Court to a charge of robbery. He 
was held without bail for the Grand 
Jury. 

Mancuso, with 
went to the apartment of 
Linke, actor in “Follow Thru,” at 56 
West 55th street. In the apartment 
were 16 people, including three 
women, all theatrical folk. 

The men drew guns and com- 
manded hands up. While two stood 
guard two others frisked the gue Sts, 
who had been playing cards, and 
obtained about $530 cash and a 
quantity of jewelry. They then 
bound all but Linke and gagged 
them and fled. 

Linke was able to give the police 
a description of the bandits. A few 
days ago a restaurant was held up 
on Ninth avenue, near 42nd street, 
and in the place police found a 
paper wrapper and strands of rope 
which corresponded ‘to that used in 
the Linke holdup. 

Detective James Fitzpatrick 
rounded up a dozen men in a near- 
by poolroom and brought them to 
the station house. Linke promptly 
picked out Mancuso as one of the 
highwaymen. 

Mancuso admitted it and said that 
all he received was $66. The hold- 
up victims were members of “Follow 
Thru,” Blue Moon” and “Hello 
Daddy” vompanies. Mancuso said 
hs did not know his companions as 
he had met them only a few days 
before. He did not know how they 
knew of the card game at Linke's, 


A. K.’S SATISFIED 


three other men, 


Carl 








No Crime for Village Girls to Kid 
Old Dodders 





A charge of maintaining a dis- 
orderly house was dismissed by the 
Justices of Special Sessions against 
Frank Gisella, 37, manager, and 
Dominick Manfredo, 34, owner of 
a cabaret known as the “Alimony 
Jail Club,” in Greenwich Village. 

Officers of the First Detective 
Division testified to having arrested 
the two defendants after paying a 
visit to the cabaret on January 24. 
The officers described the actions of 
several girls employed in the place 
as hostesses. These girls, the of- 
ficers said, because the table com- 
panions of five elderly men patrons 
of the place. During the evening the 
men, each described as about 60 
years old, danced with the girls, 
After these dances, according to the 
detectives, Manfredo would remark, 
“I bet they feel thirty years 
younger.” 

The Justices decided the evidence 
of the officers was insufficient and 
dismissed the complaint. 





Crandall Must Provide 


Hay for Marathoners 


Milton D. Crandall did a little 
fixing to have his next dance mara- 
thon, slated to start May 6 at the 
Madison Square Garden, okayed. It 
was, With a special proviso for @ 
2%-hour sleep every morning from 
5 to 7:30 a. m. In addition there 
will be special awards for sprints 
and exhibitions intermittently to 
jack up the interest. 

Crandall has been touring a set 
gang of professional marathoners 
a‘! over the country. 

Tommy Nolan and Anna King, 
the youthful couple who came to 
attention at Crandall’s mad mara- 
thon last year, are at Chin's, @ 
Times Square chow meinery, mak- 
ing personal appearances and 
dancing nightly. 





TAXI NOT SO TOUGH 


Charles Rocco, 29, a musician for 
the National Broadcasting Co., was 
exonerated of a charge of assault in 
West Side Court. 

Samuel Sagarin, a taxi driver, 
said Rocco had beaten him with his 
fists and dragged him from his taxi- 
cab seat with such force that his 
shoulder was dislocated. 

Sagarin is alleged to have blocked 
the street at 82nd street and Broad- 
way with his cab so as to prevent 
Roceo from proceeding. Rocco al- 
leged Sagarin called him vile names 
and kicked him when he went over 





to remonstrate with him. 








at No. 


TOU IRWIN 
C, C. GREEN 
Al, MOSLER 








Where the Broadwayfarers Meet to Eat 
1588—Opposite the Strand 


Mrs. GERSON’S TEA ROOM 


Among Those Present Regularly 
CHAS. HOWARD 
FILIXN, KREMBS 
JESS LONG 


HARRY KAY ; 
SIDNEY BLACKMER 
VINCENT LOPEZ 














Fre 


playe 
carrie 
24, 19 


CO} 





——/ 








exw oeermpeHt ena we 


a et et wet 


, in nn ee 








ht 


ide 
He 
ind 


en, 
arl 

56 
ent 
ree 


S- 
he 
ist 


4. 


8s. 


eaer ese 


co 


=: Fr  w& fs 


ry varerTFrt oo 


‘3 





















Wednesday, March 27, 1929 


TIMES SQUARE 





a <= —————— 


tories by J 


From 1920, 


in Variety: wales 
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verries original head. 


24, 1920 


CON’S FIELDER MAKES 
HIS HOT MEAT SURE 


if Stage Career Fails,, There’s 
Millinery 


Akron, Sept. 20. 








hick :— 
Te that the season is windin 
up all my wolves are figurin how 
they are goin to hit in the Hot Meat 
League over the winter and it’s a 
scream to hear 
gome of their 
plans. Cuth- 
bert, my star 
fly inhaler, is 
goin to do an 
act in vaude- 
ville with the 
guy I grabbed 
from the 
Bloomer girls 


and they are 
busy right 
now rehearsin 
it. 

The other 
guy's name is 
Algy and he 
used to be a 
chorus man 














: CON 
_earryin a shovel in one of 


the 
Shubert shows. He claims that he 
only got 18 fisk a week for his bit 
in those days, but that the graft 
has become so soft now since the 
hooch was ruled off that he and 
j Cuthbert ought to clean up plenty of 


Sep te AO RE 


jack this winter. I asked him how 

he lived on 18 and he said that he 
' made hats for the girls in the 
troupe and also designed costumes 
' on the side which helped out the 
bank roll. 

Cuthbert is also there with the 
needle and thread so between them 
they are a pretty versatile pair and 
if the act does a nose dive these 
birds will probably change the rou- 
tine and open up a millinery shop 
or.take a shot at some other man- 
ual labor that will keep Jake Wolff 
from the door. 

The Miner is behavin himself 
these days and is dreamin about 
huntin all winter. That’s about all 
he does. In the winter he hunts 
and eats and in the summer their 
aint no huntin. I told him to try 
and hunt a new arm for next sea- 
son and also advised him to try 
and prowl on some grave yard for 
a fresh souper. He hasn’t won a 
game since those broads left. 

He and Algy don’t speak and I 
guess the Miner thinks the world 
has gone cukoo with two female 
impersonators playin on the same 
ball club with him. However he'll 
have something to tell the hay 
shakers arotind the old stove in the 
village grocery this winter and he 
will probably vote the Republican 
ticket because the Demorcats in 
Tennessee ratified suffrage. 

At any rate he has put his lamp 
hat in camphor and swears he will 
never follow a mule or wield a pick 
again for he is fmoculated with the 
soft life of the ball gamer. When 
they first tried to get him away 
from the anthracite district they 
had to rope and tie him to get a 
Pair of shoes on his feet and he 
thought a guy who wore a collar 
and tie was daffy. Now he’s a reg- 
ular dude. The other day I caught 
him tearin up some photos he had 
took when he first got a suit of 
ready made clothes. He had a two- 
gallon egg on that looked as though 
it was full of rabbits, pigeons and 
® million other things and the suit 
resembled Joe Jackson's workin 
outfit. 

I guess the best we can hope for 

to close the first half in this 
eight club league, but better luck 
next season. 

Your old partner in crime. 

Con. 


Out About $1,000 
Detective Roger Meehan, West 
47th street station, is hunting 
Pawnshops and receivers’ joints for 
&® bracelet, watch and brooch, val- 
ued at more than $1,000, lost by 
Pear] D’Orell, actress, of Brooklyn. 
Meehan expressed little hope of re- 
covering the property. 
—. D’Orell was rehearsing at 
ond crlanger warehouse when she 
oh @ cab. After alighting from 
od nes she recalled she left her 
the coe containing the jewels in 
er ga She didn’t take the cab’s 
er, although remembering the 


make. Miss D’Orell has offered a 
S8izable reward. 


onward, Jack Conway wrote a series of stories appearing | 
Mostly the stories dealt with baseball 


This series will be reprinted weekly. 
Story below appeared in Variety of September 


eS a 





and prize fights, 


Each story 








Just Careful 


Since local raids on speaks, 
wholesale prices on good liquor 
have jumped from $10 to $20 
acase. A tour of some of the 
most respectable Times Square 
survivors reveals that the re- 
tail increase on individual 
drinks will not be raised until 
the overhead reaches $50 over 
prevailing prices. 

Extra precautions since the 
Jones law are being taken by 
practically all owners. Habit- 
ues of locked joints have 
swarmed by the hundreds to 
those places formerly passed 
by. Rules now call for a 
patron in good standing per- 
sonally vouching for new cus- 
tom rs. 
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5 TRAINED FLEAS ESCAPE 


Monkey Also Saved 
Street Fire 

Reporters and actors wept when 
they learned that “Jocko,” a young 
monkey in McGurk’s restaurant on 
the fifth floor of the Murray Apart- 
ments, 228 West 42nd street, which 
was menaced by a serious fire Sun- 
day afternoon, was missing. “Joc- 
ko,” a playful companion of many 
of the bo¢s off the “Big Stem,” dis- 
appeared during the fire that did 
damage at least $100,000. 

Monkey is: the property of Miss 
Jean West, formerly of the “Dagger 
and tose.” McGurk eared for 
“Jocko” while she rehearsed. When 
the fire began in an overhanging 
ceiling on the top floor from an un- 
determined origin all fled, leaving 
“Jocko” behind. 

McGurk and others, including Miss 
West, made the street by stairway. 
Walter Brown, colored elevator boy, 
made at least six trips in the lift 
taking down roomers, mostly show- 
people, 

Miss West pleaded with 
and cops to save “Jocko.” Joe 
Poster, a tenant, returned to the 
building by a rear fire escape and 
found “Jocko” secreted in a box in 
McGurk’s. Reporters and actors 
ceased weeping. 

Burning building is sandwiched 
in between the Sam Harris and the 
Liberty theatres. For a time it was 
feared that perhaps the blaze might 
spread to these structures. 

On the ground floor are many 
stores, including Huber’s Museum. 
Half a dozen freaks fled during the 
course of the fire. “Susie, the 
elephant skinned girl,” “Sealo,” the 
Seal Boy. The half-man and half- 
woman and the trained fleas al] got 
out safely. 

Billy Flynn, in charge of the 
trained fleas, placed them in a grip 
and carried them to safety. Fleas 
are owned by Prof. Hecker. 


Waiter Absolved 

Freed on the charge of impairing 
the morals of a minor, Albert Mann, 
30, a waiter, was discharged by 
Magistrate McAndrews in West 
Side Court. He was arrested with 
Mary Dallas, 13, schoolgirl. 

Miss Dallas disappeared from her 
home almost two months ago. An 
alarm had been sent out for her by 
the police. When she left home, 
Miss Dallas took some money be- 
longing to an uncle and had been 
living near West 100th street. 

Patrolman Dan Sheehy, West 
100th Street station, saw Mann and 
the Dallas girl about to enter the 
Keystone picture theatre on Broad- 
way. Sheehy questioned the girl 
and she admitted her identity. 
Mann stated he had never met the 
girl. before. His story was borne 
out by an investigation. 





Pet In 42nd 


firemen 


Vincent Pisarra, superintendent 
of the Children’s Society, took 
charge of Miss Dallas. She will 


have a hearing in the Children’s 


Court. 


Yvonne Sauniers Freed 


Yvonne Sauniers, 21, show girl, 
receiyed a suspended sentence by 
the Justices of Special Sessions 
after pleading guilty to shoplifting. 
Girl was arrested March 21 after 
taking a coat worth $79 from a rack 
in Gimbels’ store and attempting 
to leave without paying for it. It 
being her first offense the Justices 
were lenient with her. 





Reform Scout Grabbed | 


| On Bribery Charges 


Newburgh, N. Y., March 26. 


Louis Nisco, former investicato 
for the New York State Civi 
League and known to many show- 
men under detention here, is 
charged with attempt to shak« 


for $100 to “fix” a warrant. Nisco 
had been engaged by law enforce- 
| ment officials of Orange County to 
| make a private inquiry into vice and 
bootlegging and had been at work 
for a time, when Sheriff John D. 
MeCoach and District Attorney 
Limer Lemon got a tip that Nisco 


} 
|} down a local restaurant proprietor 
' 
} 
| 


had agreed to “fix” a warrant 
for Albert Maresco, Newburgh 
restaurateur. Police laid in wait 


for Nisco and say they collared 
him as the money changed hands 
the bills being marked. 


Chtiek te Chi 


Inaccurate Biographies 
VIRGINIA DALE 


Hello, Miss Dale. And how are 
you this bright and sloppy morn- 
ing? Tick, tick. 

We're from Variety. You know— 
Variety. The hell you don't. 
VARIETY! V, like in_ horse. 
Yeah. 

No, we don’t want no passes. The 
Shuberts are throwing them at us 
so fast we're using them for book 
marks. Sure, we got a book. “The 
Life and Squawks of Jack Pulaski,” 
by Larry Boyd. 

Pulaski? He’s the kind of 
Variety reporter that shows you his 
museles five minutes after you're 
introduced. You'd love him, if you 
go for broccoli and spinach. He 
writes under name of Ibee. That’s 
taken from a nickname—Ibee Nuts. 

What we wanted to ask you, 
though, was for a few facts on 
yourself. Nothing personal—this 
rag goes to film exhibitors. About 
where you were born, and why you 
did what you did. If you don't feel 
like telling, we can make it up 
without even straining a vitamin. 
We'll say you came from fine 
southern parents, and sold your 
first short story to Red Book while 
still in the Academy for Lacka- 
daisieal Girls. Then came the cot- 
ton slump and you rushed to Chi- 
cago rather than see the old home- 
stead sold to Fox. 

While walking around the Loop 
you happened to pick up a copy 
of the Chicago Journal and saw a 
drama review in it signed by Vir- 
ginia Dale. Realizing that you 
were none other than Miss Dale, 
you rushed over to the Journal and 
demanded how come. Then you 
found + they had discovered 
some notes you made on the back 
of a peanut bag while resting your 
dogs in a downtown nickelodeon. 

Inasmuch as they thought the 
notes were a review of “Abie’s 
Irish Rose,” there was no use tell- 
ing them the truth—that you were 
simply jotting down your reactions 
to «. Welsh rarebit. Then came the 
war, and you were still on the 
Journal. The war ended after sev- 
eral years, but it didn’t make any 
difference to you. 

That's the way life is, Miss Dale. 
We eat, sleep, love and fight. We 
love to eat and we fight to sleep. 
Or we fight to eat and {sve to 
sleep. Or we love to fight and eat 
crackers in bed. Then we can’t 
sleep. 








Chase Musicians 


No longer do picture house mu- 
sicians make the 43d street side of 
the Paramount theatre a daily 
lounging place. Manager E. T. 
Leader made a personal appeal to 
the local union heads, who in turn 
requested the men not to continue 
the street loafing. 

Complaints were made by the 
public to the Par theatre direct. 





Chicago Comedy Club will give 
a clown night to Jack Osterman 
April 8. It will take place in the 
club rooms. Previous arrangement 
to hold the affair in the Terrace 
Gardens has been called off. 





These radio fan doctors. One of 
them, applying his stethoscope to 
the chest of a half-croaked patient, 
fliply observed: “Guy Lombardo 
coming in fine.” 





Much anticipated Jai Alai contest 
between Benny Meroff and Fred 
Waring wound up with Waring the 
victor. 

Pretty close, with 
showing good form. 
thinks he was framed. 


both boys 
Meroff still 





Pieasure Inn has. become one of 





VARIETY 47 
Policy Slips Banned by Cops 

Grand ts tral st ion s Suitcase ~eTS nave ay} bee? onsistent 
buyers of policy slips. *| 

Slip runners rated the “red caps” as their best source. 

Cops recently swooped down on the Negro baggage toters and raided 
all those engaged in the distribution of the slips. That invasion by the 
cops cut plenty expensive for the slip runners, 

One runner alone made something like $2,000 daily collections which 


paid him about $40 commish on the 


It is common talk among 


acknowledged King of policy men 
day biz on the slips. 

Building at 241 West 42a, which 
lators for years, and is now owned 


shortly to be raised and 
been made to erect a theatre. 


mind for this territory, rubber. 


Dailies reported the disturbance 


of the Minister who had remained 
This continued for 30 minutes, 


half the length of the pool. 


Harlem 


a hotel built on the 


placements, 
Negroes that Caspar Holstein, the 


on an average of $5,000 a 


done 


has been juggled around by speca- 
by the Uris Realty Corporation, is 
site. Formerly plans had 


Rubber in Florida 
With all the talk about Edison and his activities toward developing 
crude rubber in this country, it is recalled that the Miller Brothers (101 
Ranch) bought thousand of acres in Florida abut four years ago. 
It is now believed that the Millers had and have the same thought in 


What Chaliapin Thought 


at a Chaliapin concert in Brussels 


when a Socialist Minister of the country refused to stand up as the 
King of the Belgians arrived and the national anthem was played. To 
guiet the tumult, Chaliapin was hurried onto the stage. 
tirement the outbreak restarted with the big audience voicing its opinion 


With his re- 


in his box. 


Chaliapin, unaware of the cause, and 
remaining back stage to listen, said to his managers: 
“This is the most splendid reception I have ever received.” 


Ted Lewis’ 


During the Friars stay in Miami one of the laugh incidents was a sup- 
posed swimming contest between Ted Lewis and Harry Rosenthal, both 
then conducting at local night clubs. 

Race was announced at the Roman pools, both posing for the start, 
Lewis plunged in not knowing that Rosenthal can’t swim. With that 
long hair covering his eyes, Ted wasn’t wise he was going tt alone until 


Solo Race 








, — 


Fast Trains Change 


Twentieth Century and the 
Broadway Limited will operate 
on daylight saving time this 
summer, an _ innovation for 
these trains. 

Announcement came follow- 
ing a poll of passengers. Time 
of departure simply moves 
ahead one hour. 

Daylight saving starts in 
New York night of April 27. 








— | 





this town’s chief spots of interest 
for those who don’t .care what. 
Right in the black belt; 15 minutes 
in the place would make Jack Pu- 
laski talk with a lisp. 

James H. Pleasure is prop. and 
mer. 





Now m. cing for B. & K. at the 
Oriental, Jack Osterman was ap- 
proached by a representative of the 
competing Marks Bros, to see if he 
would consider a contract. 

“Certainly,” Osterman said. “See 
if you can arrange with Balaban & 
Katz to let me double.” 





Sometimes it’s funny what differ- 
ent things a guy ean do and still 
stay in his regylar profession. 

For instance: 

Charlie. Blake is a press agent. 
All the boys knew him when he 
was hurling adjectives for the 
Shuberts. He’s still a press agent, 
but now for his dad. 

Blake, Sr., is one of the biggest 
tombstone makers in the cemetery 
racket. On second thought, this 
doesn’t seem so funny. 





Speaking of showmanship, one 
rich old gent has an economical 
vet effectual manner of exploiting 
himself as he enters his favorite 
rendezvous. Before entering he 
changes a sawhuck into quarters 
and as he checks his coat and hat, 
throws the coins to the ceiling for 
all the checkroom girls, waiters and 
other menials to scramble. Even 
the headwaiter has heen observed 
slyly picking up two-bit pieces, of 
course with dienity. 


Theatre Flirt Held 


Ralph Carman, 27, a _ railroad 
guard, pleaded guilty in West Side 
Court to annoying Alice Fallatik, of 
College Point, in the Paramount 
theatre. 

Girl said she had just taken her 
seat when Carman brushed against 


her and a few minutes later, she 
said, he grasped her. She sum- 
moned an usher. 

Carman was remanded to West 
Side jail to await a probation of 


ficer’s report as te 





his character. 


Absent-Minded Chump 
Forgets Who Took Him 


With long criminal records,, ac- 
cording to police, Magistrate Far 
rell in West Side Court freed three 
men* charged with swindling a 
painter out of $1,965 in a phoney 
card game. .The defendants were 
also charged with possessing alleged 
drugs. White capsules, together 
with hypodermic needles, were found 
in a closet in the room in which 
the men were arrested. They were 
discharged on this complaint also, 

The men gave their names as 
Joseph Quirk, 39, 520 West 111th 
street; James Roberts, 43, 120 W. 
72nd. street, and William Walters, 
83, of 520 West 112th street. 

George Mench, 61 Willet street, ts 
the painter who was “taken.” He 
had been invited, he said, to the 
Colonial Hotel, 81st. street and Co- 
lumbus avenue, Nov. 28, 1928. He 
played a short and lost. He thought 
marked cards were used, but he 
could not identify the defendants, 





Films Not Indecent 


A charge of exhibiting indecent 
motion picture films was dismissed 
against Samuel Brown, 35, adver- 
tising agent of 729 Seventh ave- 
nue, and Allen Spector, 33, clerk, 
after trial in Special Sessions. 

Two men were arrested by. of- 
fieers of the Third Division who 
claimed they had hired two films 
after viewing them in Brown’s of- 
fice on December 15. Justices de- 
cided the evidence against the de- 
fendants was insufficient and ac- 
quitted them. 





Gats Cost Actors $25 


James Love, 34, claiming to be 
an actor, was fined $25 by the Jus- 
tices of Special Sessions for un- 
lawfully possessing a revolver. He 
was arrested Feb. 10 in his home by 
Policeman Andrew Sternweiss of 
the West 125th street station. Offi- 
cer found the gun, which was un- 
loaded in a dresser drawer. Love 
said a friend had given him the 
revolver while they were on the 
road, 

John Reid, 40, another actor was 
also fined $25 by the Justices for 
the same offense. A gun was found 
in his room by officers on Feb. 28. 
He told the Judges he had picked 
up the weapon in the street and 
did not know how to dispose of it 
without getting into trouble. 





Chic Endor at Lido 


Chic Endor returns to the Clab 
Lido, New York, Friday night after 
10 weeks at the Club Lido, Miami 
Beach. 


Beatrice 


Lillie, English comme- 





dienne, 
| go on 
| Grace ” 


now at the Lido leaves to 
tour with “This Year of 


a 
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Matter 


By Mollie Gray 


(TOMMY GRAY’S SISTER) 








American’s Six Acts 
American's “Eight Big Time Acts” 
failed to fulfill the promise. A si- 
lent the 


proved how much it needs George 
Jessel’s singing. 

“Broken Toys” 
Irwin Fields at 


“Lucky Boy” on screen 


opened, Mary and 
piano and violin, 
Mary in crystal fringe; Dixie Ham- 
ilton in white silk and tulle, red 
floral trimming, giving those rough 
riders the stuff they like even their 
own whistle; Renard and West 
passing out bananas and cabbage, 
the audience just passing out. 
Little lady cute and attractive as 
a golden aviatrix and in jet frock, 
and finally Harry Le Vail, his sister 
and Dean. And in that last act the 
one thing worth seeing. Miss Le 
Vail, kneeling on a suspended nickel 
bar, with arms outstretched, leans 
forward and picks up a handker- 
chief off the bar. “Foolish Hus- 
bands” used Carmelita Gerhety and 
Dot Farley in the usual Mack Sen- 
net way. 





Virginia Valli’s Turmoil 

“Behind Closed Doors” is a film 
tale of spy trip spy, with the U.S 
Secret Service the winner, Vir- 
ginia Valli and Gaston Glass are 
the friendly enemies. Miss Valli 
looked best in a printed silk frock, 
the bodice marked with bands of 
black that circled the arms as well 
as the waist, a silver fox being im- 
portant. 

Under a_ good-looking ermine 
cape her taffeta gown seemed. too 
full a long skirt for the very slim 
bodice she takes. Her black vel- 


Wet gown with it’s lace yoke had 


a novelty in a loose ruffle of the 
lace just above the elbow on the 
tight sleeves. Both V. V. and G. G. 
left the audience cold as to which 
side won. 





Jacqueline All Alone 


“Ships of the Night” is a tale of 
“Derelict Island, the Land of Liv- 
ing Dead.” Probably just to use 
odds and ends of sets and cos- 
tumes. : 

Jacqueline Logan admirers won't 
brag about this. She wore several 
simple frocks and a variety of 
scarves, one of dots being long and 
narrow, another square in strfk- 


‘ing pattern, used as a triangle. She 


was even forced into one of those 
beads and chintz affairs, dear to 
Pacific Islanders. Miss Logan is 
the only girl, nine men completing 
the cast. 





Good Substitutes 


A good show at the 81st Street 
the last half. Van and Schenck 
were the attraction. Guy Voyer Co. 
and the Four Flashes among those 
unchartered, but good substitutes 
for Norman Phillips and his par- 
ents. 

Gus Voyer’s girls were well 
dressed. Mrs. Five Years in tan 
satin with green corsage and slip- 
pers and later in green velvet. 
This gown had an overskirt whose 
fullness was gathered under a band 
of rhinestones in an arched line 
over the hips and opened back and 
front. Mrs. Ten Years changed 
from a basque of solid rhinestones 
and skirt of black silk fringe toa 
soft pin frock with self jacket. The 
bride's gowns were blue brocade 
and satin, very pretty, and another 
velvet of gold color with beads 
trimming one side of the full skirt 
and on the hem as well. 





Cold Picture 

“The Sin Sister” is another bou- 
quet to the vaudeville profession. 
Nancy Carroll and her partner, 
stranded in Nome, are pictured as 
the only moral people in it, the 
rest representing every ugly trait 
common to mortals. Action all in 


»the Arctic regions, so if Josephine 
Dunn’s face froze in that wild ex- 


pression she had to wear she has 
a case. 
Fur coats, sweaters and canned 


beans most prominent. 





Cosmopolitan Academy 
Fox’s Academy would be an ideal 


place to learn languages if they 
could seep in through the _ skin. 


Which must account for the inter- 
national character of the show. 
Overture, “Russian Fantasy,” 
very good, followed by the Ben 
Hamid troupe, tumblers in tongue 
and fact. Billy Batchelor Co. located 
themselves in a Russian cafe while 
Lillian Shaw’s amusing ladies were 


apretan and Jewish. Wilson Broth- 


| sounded 


ers yodeled in several languages, 
too many in fact. Noree and Co. 
French, but clever. 

To make California there 
were “Palm Beach Nights” for the 
American minority. Costumes noth- 
ing extraordinary; Gussie with Al 
Bloom danced cleverly in a sweater 
and orange silk skirt, later as a rag 
doll. Peggy O'Neill's fine tapwork 
in blue velvet shorts and white silk 
blouse, and Dorothy Lee's acro- 
batics in white beads, which added 
a green bow for the bows, about 
covered the ladies. Good looking 
set. 

In the Batchelor company a gold- 


sore 


spangled black-edged sleeveless 
costume’ trimmed with yellow 
plumes was the only flash. Blue 


velvet Russian costumes closed and 
white shawls opened, neither worth 
a second look. A black taffeta with 
circular 


flounce, sleeveless, worn 
with short black gloves was very 
much to the Lulu Bell. . 





In the Old Days 

“The. Overland Telegraph” is one 
of the Tim McCoy ancient history 
stories, interesting for the Glacier 
National Park scenes. Romance 
chopped in with a tomahawk. 

Dorothy Janis no help, as it takes 
experience to overcome a Civil War 
dress and riding outfit. Did nice 
girls ride astride those days? But 
Dorothy’s face has possibilities, Tim 
must have been poured into that 
uniform. 


Sally’s Cry 

“Girl on the Barge” is as artificial 
and false as most of the water stuff 
in it, Sally O'Neil has something of 
Mary Pickford’s genius for looking 
12 years old, with the knowledge of 
a first voter when her champion ap- 
pears. 

She cries for the microphone, a 
grave risk. 





Forgot His Advice 

Spy stories are always fascinat- 
ing and a good one would make an 
addict miss three meals. But “Spies” 
as the Germans would picture them, 
seems about reparation for some of 
the other atrocities sent over. Start- 
ed off well, but got away from 
subtlety into a grand slam bang call 
in the army finish that had the au- 
dience laughing. Japs and every- 
thing in it should have been good, 
but “Dr. Matsumoto” forgot to take 
his own advice “Beware of women” 
and had to take the knife route 
to the next world. 

Gerda Maurus was the lady spy 
whom love changed. Thought she 





would fall to pieces, but lived to 
help save the secret service man. A 





bead gown and black velvet wrap 
and a black frock that said “Sonia” 
in its embroidered peasant sleeves 
and narrow standing collar, were 
the most important items of her 
wardrobe. 





Said Little Binsmark 
“The Dummy” talks whenever it 
can. Talkers will soon have to speak 
their age. Ruth Chatterton said little 
and looked smart in black moire 
with gauntlet cuffs and collar that 
tied in front apparenly of a light 
colored flat fur. Her grey crepe en- 
semble looked familiar, but why 
risk a new gown for kidnappers to 
throw you about in and leave you 
with feet hanging over the end of 
a sofa? 
Zasu Pitts supplied the laughs 
and shared a pair of bracelets with 
her boy friend at the end. 





Satin, Beads and Grass 


Colony stage show means little 
except for Walter O’Keefe. Of the 
girls, Sally Star looked cute in gray 
satin with bishop sleeves and 
touches of blue matching the tam. 
One song of hers was very old and 
the other had been done on the 
screen by Bob Nelson. 

Stuart Sisters appeared in 
grass and again in blue beads. 

Phyllis Haver’s Outfits 

“Shady Lady” gives Phyllis Haver 
the type she does so well, bullet- 
proof on the surface but an Easter 
lily beneath. Whatever her screen 
racket was. it paid well, judging 
by her wardrobe. Black and white 


gold 


in all cases where it wasn't gold, 
as in a lace negligee. A_ white 
Straightline gown got its contrast 


in a narrow pointed scarf from the 


shoulder to below the hem and in 
a double fox scarf, one animal 
black, the other white. 

White organdy had black leaves 





(Continued on page 49) 








For the Girls 





Substitution of socks for 
long hose, which fad spread 
along Broadway this winter, 
will be carried on during the 
summer. Stores are prepar- 
ing for hot weather demands 
by loading up with = silken 
shorts which reach only a few 
inches above the ankles. 

And the very smart women 
of the town are disdaining the 
sun tan effects. Tan suits and 
gown to match the pigment 
produced by Miami and Palm 
Beach sums are taboo with 
them. Aristocratic gals know 
the sun tan was an obsolete 
fad in Europe, having gone 
out three years ago. 

Wooden jewelry is predomi- 
nating just now. . At the class 
night club ringsides are nu- 
merous smartly gowned wom- 
en with mahogany necklaces, 
oak bracelets, pine earrings, 
walnut rings and maple pen- 
dants. Everything but a hick- 
ory lorgnette. 

When a lady puts on her 
jewelry nowadays she has to 
be careful she doesn’t get 
splinters, 


Miller-McLarnin Bout 
Just a Fine Bust 


By JACK PULASKI 
Madison Square Garden was 
packed Friday with fight fans who 
expected to see a slashing battle 
between Ray Miller of Chicago and 


Jimmy (Baby Face) McLarnin from 
the coast. Instead, the bout was a 
disappointment, going the limit and 
McLarnin winning by a_ shade. 
Many thought Miller should have 
gotten a draw but his tendency to 
hold or tie up Jimmy in the clinch- 
€s may have counted against him. 

Both men are knockout artists, 
but there were no knockdowns or 
was either man in danger. Ray 
did most of the leading, Jimmy be- 
ing a counter fighter. Rarely did 
Ray sock MeLarnin’s face _ for 
Jimmy carefully held his right mit 
up as a protection. If Miller was 
cautious, so was McLarnin. 

Fans burned up because of the 
gyp on the tickets. The b. 0. was 
$10 top but the nick was $40 and 
$50, almost unheard of rates for a 
non-championship scrap. between 
little men. The rep for socking 
created the demand. 

Miller made a chopping block of 
McLarnin in Detroit several months 
ago. Baby Face’s mug was so dam- 
aged and dripping that his seconds 
tossed in the towel. That was the 
eighth round. Jimmy was walking 
around bewildered. It was Ray's 
left hook that did it. The differ- 
ence in weights was about the 
same, McLarnin being at least 
seven pounds heavier. Friday he 
was Officially supposed. to have 
weighed 138 pounds at 2 in the aft- 
ernoon. It was likely he was 140 
by the time he climed through the 
ropes. Miller weighed 133% and 
is really of the junior lightweight 
division. McLarnin is clearly close 
to the welterweight class. 

Miller’s Reasons 

Miller was undeterred at the 
weight handicap. He wanted to 
show New York he could whip the 
tough boy from Vancouver and he 
also knew the match would be a 
sell-out, meaning a nice chunk of 
coin. Ray was worried by the death 
of his father a week before the 
fight and had to break training. 

There is another reason why 
Miller was under wraps. There is 
a match brewing between him and 
Sammy Mandell for the lightweight 
championship this summer and he 
would Have been a sucker to have 
taken tov many chances at being 
battered. Miller can easily make 
130 pounds and beating Tod Mor- 
gan for the junior lightweight title 
should be a pushover. 

Odds were 13 to 5 on McLarnin 
despite his trimming at Miller's 
hands previously. Boys figured if 
it went the limit Miller would cop. 
Turned out the other way. 

Semi-final. was sort of a_ bust. 
Freddy Polo was supposed to have 
a pushover against him in the per- 
son of Joie La Grey. They stopped 
the match in the eighth when Polo 
was regarded as outclassed. Freddy 
was touted as a knocker-out. La 
Grey beat him to the punch re- 
peatedly and sent hira down for a 














nine count in the second round. 
Best fight of the night was the 
first 10-rounder between Sammy 


Dorfman and Dominick Petronne 


| 





Random 





Remarks 


By Nellie Revell 





Glimpses of Broadway 
Beatrice Lillie stopping in the middle of 46th street to take a tack 


out of her slipper. 
O. O. McIntyre holding his dog 
in a 47th street window. 


in his arms so that it could see pups 


George Arliss climbing in a low neck (horse) victoria in front of the 


Plaza hotel. 


Jack Dempsey holding court at 48th street and Seventh avenue. 
The Claude Notts, former owners of the Somerset hotel, receiving the 


sympathy of friends because 
in which she lost a limb. 


of their daughter's automobile accident 


Tom Gorman hiding behind a stack of wheats in Shraft’s. 

Jim Thornton leaning up against the billboard at the Palace and looke- 
ing like the young man in a collar ad. 

A. P. Waxman frantically inquiring from which pier the Leviathan 
sails, as his boss, Harry Warner, was on it and the boat was leaving 


in 30 minutes. 


Agnes Gildea leaving for the coast to visit the Charlie Kings. 
The Charles E. Brays returning from another trip abroad. 
Madame Beeson entering business via the ready made dress route. 


Louella Parsons grinding out her 


at the Hotel Warwick. 


daily copy for Universal Service 


Clarence Jacobson inquiring from a Times Square copper the best 
route to the People’s theatre, which he is to manage for Larry Fay and 


Alex Yokel. 
Sam 


Harrison designing souvenirs for the 1,000th performance of 
“Whoopee” at the New Amsterdam. 


Elsie McCormick of the World leaving for Florida to recuperate from 


the flu. 
The 
Orpheum circuit. 


Earl Bronsons checking into the Somerset after a tour of the 


Dan Slattery getting ready to desert Broadway for a summer's so- 


journ on his Jersey farm. 


Arch Selwyn okaying a $3 top scale for the engagement of 


“This 


Year of Grace” at the Majestic, Chicago. 
Sam Blair taking the subway to Brooklyn in advance of “The House- 


boat on the Styx.” 


Ben Holzman, in Chicago ahead of George White’s “Scandals,” con- 
ferring with Nat Dorfman over the long distance phone. 

John Stout, sniffing the balmy spring air in front of the Hotel Flanders 
and wondering how green the grass is on his Long Island estate. 

Bernarr Macfadden getting ready to launch a new tabloid in Detroit, 


It will be called “The Graphic.” 


Arthur Houghton, manager of the Will Rogers-Dorothy Stone show, 
packing his trunk preparatory to leaving the Globe April 13 for a spring 


tour with “Three Cheers.” 


Clifton Webb reporting for rehearsal with the Brady and Wiman opus, 
“The Intimate Revue,” after dissolving vaudeville partnership with Mary 


Hay. 
Whit Ray and Dick Maney, 


in conference in the Jed Harris office, 


trying to figure out who put their names on the sucker list of market 


players. 


Joseph Mulvaney, of the New York American, trying to locate Ben 


Hecht and Charles MacArthur. 


Mrs. Marx, mother of the Four Marx Brothers, in a fourth row seat, 
watching the performance of “Animal Crackers” at the 44th Street. 
‘Tis said she has missed only three performances during the engagement. 

Channing Pollock and Mrs. Pollock and daughter Helen sailing on the 
Aquitania for a combined buginess trip and holiday abroad. 

Sam Rork, here from his California retreat on business, absorbing a 


mixed grill at the Tavern. 


Martha Sleeper, one of the Wampas baby stars of 1927, arriving from 
the coast with Mr. and Mrs. John Murdock. 

Herbert Bayard Swope, ex-executive editor of the World, mounting the 
gangplank of the Aquitania in all his sartorial splendor. 

Mary Cecil returning from England, whence she had gone at her own 
expense in the expectation of doing a London column for the New York 
Morning Telegraph, the project having fallen through. 

Alfred Zimbalist and Sidney H. Rechetnik, the world’s youngest editors 
of the Warners’ Club News, handling the publicity for the Warners— 
First National-Stanley banquet and ball at the Hotel Commodore April 6, 


Mrs. John Cort, hurrying to catch a train for Palm Springs, 


Cal. 


where Mr. Cort was reported dangerously ill. * 
Howard Dietz contributing lyrics to Brady & Wiman’s “Little Show. 








For a Laugh 





Miami, March 26. 

A practical joker went 
through a northbound train 
leaving here at midnight shout- 
ing: “All baggage out for U.S 
customs inspection.” 

It threw the boys and girls 
carrying home a case or more 
into a panic. Everything went 
into one of the Everglades 
drainage canals that parallel 
the: railroad tracks north of 
Palm Beach, and quick. 











Fore 





After 20 Years 

After playing golf for more than 
20 years, L. H. Buell, purchasing 
agent at Paramount studios, Los 
Angeles, made his first hole in one 
at the San Gabriel Country Club. 

Buell’s reward was a life mem- 
bership in the club and prizes from 
merchants of Pasadena. Distance 
of the hole was 110. 





Evans-Payne Golf Book 
Chick Evans and Barrie Payne 
have written “Ida Broke,” described 
as containing “the humor and 
philosophy of goif.” 


Grantland Rice wrote the intro- 





Dorfman won on a continuous at- 
tack that had Dominick dizzy at 
times. When hurt, however, Pe- 
tronne fought back hardest. He 
battled in spurts, which igs why ‘he 
was outpointed. 





duction; book is illustrated by Mc- 
Duffer cartoons. E. P. Dutton & 
Co., publishes. 





Courses Opening Up 


Opening of courses around New 
York accessible to the public is 
about on time. Salisbury . Plains 
group, near Garden City, go into 


| play March 30, 


Queens. Boro, Bayside,: has been 
playable all winter, except for @ 
few weeks for conditioning... Regu- 
lar greens opened last Sunday. 





Practice Fairways 

Metropolitan district of New 
York will have one less public 
course this year. Excavating mae 
chinery is cutting up the remain- 
ing 18 at Laurelton, Long Island, 
for home development. 

Club originally had two 18’s. One 
was cut up two years ago. All 
western Long Island has been using 
the undamaged fairways (about six 
haven't been touched yet) for prac- 
tice the last two weeks. 


New Public Links 
A new public Westchester course 
bows in this year. It is neat 
Bronxville, directly north of the old 
Grassy Sprin.zs layout and a little 
west of Central avenue. It is the 


third 18 built and operated by the 
county park commission. 

Other two are Mohansie and 
Maplemoor, respectively, at York- 
town Heights and White Plains. 

Rancho'’s Tourney 

Rancho Golt Club will stage its 

annual Locker Room tournament 


March 30, 
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~  Jncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 





Woo! Revue 
It’s all to the worsted ever at 
Grand Ballroom of the Hotel 
Roosevelt where the Woo! Institute 
nas broken out with a spring show- 


Showing took the form of a revue, 
cleverly thought out and devised. 
An the aceessories used, from the 
pack drops to the sheerest of 
plouses, were made of wool. Even 
“Golden Fleece.” 

Overture, “The Spinning Song” 
from Faust, fittingly preluded per- 
formance. Prolog was enacted by an 

Adam and Eve, the latter 
deserted by Adam wher he sighted 
mannikins attired in scant tiger 
skins, whereupon Eve ordered all 
the fabrics in the realm and Adam 
probably spent the rest ef his life 
squaring the bill. 

First episode, titled “The Bigh- 
teenth Hole” utilized the last 
stand of a golf match to 
ghow of attractive sports things. 
Lewis & Dody of “Cherry 
bubcha” fame, opened this with 
their familiar vaudeville turn, their 
only contribution to fashion being, 
“You can’t wear a law suit—hello, 
hello, hello.” The next number, tak- 
ing place befere an ola Sampler 
drop, was amusing with Patty 
Moore and Sammy Lewis represent- 
ing rag dolls made of fringed wool. 
A group of Chester Hales later con- 
tributed a cunning baby lamb dance. 
. A Fifth Avenue scene sponsored 
a showing of smart daytime clothes 
for men and women. A Russian 
wolfhound used here was possibly 
the only thing not al woo! and a 


. yard wide. Other modes were dis- 


played in a Palm Beach scene, an 
afternoon tea and the deck of an 
ocean liner. Last mentioned had a 
novel hand drill by the Chester 
Hales; girls were seated in an un- 
broken line of steamer chairs, their 
hands boxed with rectangles repre- 
senting covers of various magazines. 
An original idea that worked out 
well. Wool Institute certainly went 
in fer its showing in a big way. 





Overheard at a Fashion Showing 


“Oh, my dear, I wouldn't miss 
my calesthenic lesson. I mean, ac- 
tually, it sets me up for the whole 
week. Why, I was just telling Mrs. 
Hanson the other day”... “Well, 
I find that just a little lemon ex- 
tract gives it an awfully nice flavor” 
«+. “I didn’t like the ‘Kingdom of 
God,’ but I’m funny about plays. 
It’s just a matter of opinion, but I 
don’t see why Ethel Barrymore 
dresses up hike an old weman when 
she could look so lovely. I suppose 
it’s art”... “If she’s a good cook 
she’s got a bad disposition and if 
she has a good disposition she’s a 
bad cook.” 

“What do you think of these 
paintings? They’re supposed to be 
awfully good. I suppose I shouldn't 
Say it, but I just can’t see them. 
I mean if you're going to paint a 
tree, paint a tree—not something 
that looks as though it had come 
out of Euclid.” ... “You don’t tell 
me! Don’t repeat this, but I'll bet 
they'll be in Reno within a year.” 
-.. “Yes, ve found him very re- 
liable. He put Mnoketum down in my 
kitchen two years ago and really, 
it’s as good as new.” ... “Well, I 
could look smart, too, if I had her 
money.” ... “Yes, we went on to 
a night elub later. There were three 
of the eraziest men—Clayton, Jack- 
son and something or other were 
their names. I think one of them’s 
really insane. I just can’t under- 
stand why the Stewarts think 
they're funny.” . . . “Oh, here come 


the models. Isn't that @ress a 
fright?” 





Paramount's Golf Unit 


Paramount theatre made its bow 
to spring with this week’s golf pre- 
sentation entitled “Fore!” Inter- 
weaving a slight love interest, it 
had a decidedly musical comedy 
flavor. 

Set was a smart looking club 
house exterior overlooking a back 
drop golf course, with a weeping 
Willow executed in ragged chiffon 
Providing beautiful overhead dec- 
eration. Opening costumes were 
eunning red and white golf suits, 
with divided checked skirts gen- 
erously pleated. 

An ingenue (Aline Fay) and 
juvenile introduced the love inter- 
est with a nice duet. Girl was 
pretty, a charming dancer, and a 
Songstress of nice ability. Three 
of her numbers followed with only 
slight interruptions, an unusual 
proceedure at the Paramount, and 
rather a risky one. It takes a big 
Personality to repeat in the hit and 


run policy of movie houses, but 
Miss Fay never grew tiresome. A 
comic had a few funny lines, most 
of which were in the contours of 
a billowing, ankle-length pair of 
golf trou. Show was stopped by 
a colored contortionist named 
Crawley, who meanwhile played a 
hysterical cornet. 

Show concluded with a golf trick 
shot artist who executed neat 
drives to the rhythm of the music. 
Awtully good presentation. 





Too Arty 


There's such a thing as being 
too good and too artistic. That's 
the only trouble with the creations 
of Bertha Holley, revealed at a re- 
cent spring showing. Miss Holley 
emphasizes coler in her costumes, 
absolutely disregarding all couturier 
trends except the prevailing hem- 
line, and adopting only those lines 
which are graceful and becoming. 
All of which sounds like very good 
dope. You'll never be in poor taste 
in a Holley ensemble—but you 
might not be a knockout at the 
Ritz. 

Designer builds her costumes ac- 
cording to six color eharts: for the 
brunette and modified brunette, the 
blond and modified blond and the 
titian. The scale of these charts 
provides the color combinations of 
a complete wardrobe, so that gar- 
ments may be worn interchangeably 
to provide various ensembles. 

This idea is worked most suc- 
cessfully in a black ensemble which 
is ideal for traveling if one needs 
many clothes and has not much 
room for packing. - Basis of this 
rig is a black satin coat, lined 
with eggshell kasha which does 
nicely for both morning and after- 
noon wear. The possibilities of the 
accompanying wardrobe are limit- 
less, A black satin skirt may be 
combined with different colored 
blouses, or the coat be worn with 
a bright dress in a monotone. 

Then there is a sleeveless dinner 
gown, which may be worn as such, 
with differently eolored yoke in- 
sets providing variety. Bertha col- 
lars may: be added for further va- 


7 


ernoon wear. The effect is not 
patchy, but very slick and well- 
mannered, It’s too well mannered. 
But it’s swell for matrons who 
want to look matronly. 





Spring te Here 

No doubt that spring is here: 
The advent of Barnum & Bailey 
is an unfailing barometer. Prior to 
its descent on Madison Square 
Garden it had a week’s whipping 
into shape in the newly completed 
Coliseum in the wilds of the Bronx 
—a coliseum that, two @ays prior 
the opening was soggy with spring 
rains and no doors and windows. 
Mr. Bradner, head circus producer, 
confesses that those two days prior 
to the opening, with the elephants 
developing influenza and@ the acro- 
bats’ temperament, were the worst 
he’s ever put in with the circus. 

But despite these difficulties, the 
circus on Sunday afternoon looked 
all primed for its metropolitan en- 
try. Even under the cruel light 
of day the circus pompt brought its 
own peculiar fascination. Out-par- 
amounting the movie palaces w1s 
display No. 7, described in the pro- 
gram: ° 

“On the Hippodrome Track and 
in Rings Nos. 1 and 3 a Group of 
Masters and Mistresses of the 
Menage Present to you a Superb 
Array of High School Horses and 
Equine Notables. While in the 
Center of the Ring a Beautiful 
Equestrian Menage Will Be Offered 
—an Altogether Delightful Display 
of Color and Charm in Which the 
Lady Dainty of the Arena Brings 
to Her Assistance, Pretty Girls, 
Noble Horses, Snow White Birds 
of the Air, Prize Pet Canines.” 
That, ladies and gentlemen, is lan- 
guage as it should be written. 

May every Spring bring its cir- 
cus! 





In the Shops 

Imports in the shops. . . . The 
one-sleeve evening cape at Altman’s. 
. . « Smart paquin copy at Frank- 
lin Simon’s. In black or beige light 
wool with collar of Galyak. Has 
a normal, belted waistline and skirt 
fullness gained by occasional hidden 
pleats. . . Nice Vionnet models 
at Hickson’s. . . . Patou’s “Mi- 
mosa” at Sax, darling evening 
gown in black chiffon with long 
slender line and back drape... .- 
Paton and Vionnet blouses at 
in 





Macy’s. One Patou, sleeveless 


riety, and chiffon guimpes for aft- |} 








Backstage Bridge 


Two ,ittle night club girls, 
dancing during the floor show, 
overheard a couple of women 
talking bridge. One of the 
dancers, invited to the table 
by an extra centleman in the 
party, joined in the hridge 
chatter. From the door of the 
dressing room, the little hoof- 
er’s girl friend gave her the 
olfice to get the women in a 
fame, 

Girl asked the femme pa- 
trons if they'd like to play in 
the dressing room. The two 
consented, and the night cicb 
dolls took them for $175. The 
visitors said they’d be back. 








A 





georgette with graceful jabot, aw- 
fully nice. 





Riverside’s Bilt 

Monday night at the Riverside. 
Unusually large house, probably in- 
spired by the publicity for the two- 
a-day policy to start next week. 
a Pepita Granados and Harry 
Holbrook, with Spanish orchestra. 
Synthetic atmosphere. Good novelty 
bit by the orchestra. . . . Stan 
Kavanaugh, old fashioned type of 
club juggling act that smacks of 
the English music halls. ... 
Really good tricks. Comedy is pret- 
ty terrible, but he’s so nice about 
it. Sounds “h'Austrial-ian.” ... 
Will Oakland ,singing his own com- 
position and other ballads. ... 
Abbot and Bislaid. House thinks the 
act funny. so let it go. . . . Nan 
Halperin, unprogrammed, substitut- 
ing for Norworth and Adelphi. Looks 
very nice in arose evening ensemble, 
introducing character delineations— 
same act she’s been doing for some 
time. Clever material, cleverly done. 





State’s Show 


*‘Loew’s State . . . Opening act 
the three La Moures. Ahc-ro-bahts 
in black and white. . . . the Court- 
ney Sisters, Mrs. Georgie Jessel’s 
place taken by a young sister in- 
troduced as Rita, Nice harmony and 
attractive dresses... . Murray and 
Maddox, comedy @uo. Funny in 
spots. . . . Winifred and Mills col- 
ored sailor and Chinaman. Very 
funny. . . . Aaronson’s Command- 
ers. Lots of singing and@ lots of en- 
tertainment and a swell stage band. 
Three vocalists of the “bedooden- 
doodeup” school... . Feet in the 
audience tapping the fioor. One of 
the boys singing. Cole Porter can 
be naughty more nicely than anyone 
we know. . . . Encore a bubble 
ballet. Teo bad—act was swell up 
to then, but house liked it anyway. 





German Zippers 

“Sples,” UFA picture at the 55th 
Street Playhouse, is one of those 
blood and thunder detective thrill- 
ers that, by comparison, make “The 
Perils of Pauline” a nursery rhyme. 
Its action includes the machina- 
tions of a villainous master mind, 
a railroad wreck, a hectic auto 
chase, several good bombings and 
all the side-lights that go with 
stolen treaties. 

Gerda Maurus plays the heroine 
in the toils of Haghi. Several of her 
costumes were interesting. An eve- 
ning @ress with sequined bodice 
and draped skirt of velvet had one 
immaculately fitted velvet sleeve; 
another afternoon dress of dark 
crepe had zipper fastenings at cuffs 
and neck line—a style worth copy- 
ing. 





Maria Corda’s Gowns 

Little Carnegie Playhouse had the 
American premiere of “A Woman in 
the Night,’ British International 
Production. First impulse to treat 
the film facetiously due more to 
the acting of its star, Maria Corda, 
than to any foolish wrinkles in the 
tale. Miss Corda is a lovely look- 
ing person whose idea of portraying 
various emotions is to look just too 
lovely for words and bat her eye- 
lids rapidly. 

Star looks beautiful throughout in 
long trailing softnesses of chiffon 
and lace. These elegances are ac- 
eeptable in the tea gowns and neg- 
ligees worn, but when Miss Corda 
elects to go for a stroll in the gar- 
den in a gossamer chiffon with a 
train as long as a Pullman, its 
worth a snicker. Settings are well 
lighted and composed. 





Spring Fox 

Fox fur scarf is to be worn with 
spring costumes—hardly news. Fa- 
vored in this style are white fox 
scarfs dyed in the pastels and lined 
with chiffon. Otherwise there’s sil- 
ver fox. 

The two-skin Hudson Bay sable 





Among the Women 


By The Skirt, Jr. 








. 


Best Dressed Woman of the Week 
FAY MARBE 
¢Recitals—Belmont Theatre) 





Dull, But Good Looking 

And now Fay Marbe is installed in a series of songs and dances 
labeled “Continental Nights” at the Belmont. Perhaps it is best to 
begin by saying that Miss Marbe is an exquisitely beautiful woman, who 
has an attractive speaking voice peculiarly suited to talking pictures. 
This might be her best bet. Recital work it not. 

Her singing voice has a raspy scratch which becomes irritating, almost 
immediately. Every characterization is exactly the same, no matter 
what the nationality. No imaginative quality whatever. Her dancing is 
better, though she should have routines arranged, as it is all a blur of 
meaningless movements which have no fluency. 

Her self confidence is enormous, and with her extreme beauty of face 
and form, plus gorgeous costumes, should have been more shrewdly 
presented. Less singing and more double dances with her brother (her 
last waltz being the high spot) and another artist or two added to re- 
lieve the monotony, would have helped greatly. 

Gilbert Marbe ,brother of Fay, offered a single dance in supposedly 
jazz style which was rather pathetic, though his handling of his sister 
in the waltz number was excellent. 

Miss Marbe’s first costume was a silver sequin gown cut very long 
in the back, worn with a tiney silver cap, and a wrap of ermine and sable. 
For a tango she unwisely chose a red velvet tight skirt and bolero jacket 
effect, which did not flatter her movements, in spite of it’s becoming 
virtue. A rose feather skirt with rhinestone bodice, and a similar gown 
in jade green feather, were vividly effective. Her last costume was a 
dream in pale blue tulle ruffles, with the largest skirt ever seen, and a 
striking headdress. All of this, however, couid not compensate for a dull 
evening. 





Still No Women 


Stil) a dearth of women at the Palace. Three Lordens opened on a 

trampoline using a girl dancer dressed in a white ruffled gown trimmed 
in red. She wore long black curls. 
_ Ted and A) Waldman had no difficulty on second with a black face 
comedy skit and some hot harmonica playing. Roger Imhoff has added a 
lot of new hoke to his familiar “Pest House” and was recalled many 
times. One of the high spots of the bill was Peter Higgins, Irish tenor. 
He was immaculately dressed, sang extremely well, and was mercifully 
lacking in the affectation so dear to the average tenor’s heart. His 
pianist, Frank Dixon, was excellent. 

A return date within a short time for Bud Harris and Radcliff, two 
colored men. Plenty of punch to this combination both in comedy and 
dancing. Vincent Lopez’ band closed intermission. 

Gilda Gray’s was a disappointment, to many of the femmes present 
who expected her to show the latest what-nots from Paris. Miss Gray 
has taken on weight since her previous appearance here. She is sur- 
rounded by a chorus of girls meaning nothing, but serving as a back- 
sround, and a pair of adagio dancers. Opening found Miss Gray in a 
pair of lace pajamas which she changed for an unbecoming pink tulle 
rock having a studded bodice, accentuating her newly acquired waist- 
line. She did a nice Egyptian dance in a gold skirt ard breast plates. 
For a finish a silver fringe skirt was used with diamond bodice and a 
hat which sported a high white ostrich. Miss Gray sings a low down 
song and has an attractve delivery. Too bad she dcesn’t go im more for 
that as her personality is worth more to her that way than on her 
dancing ability. : 

Three Ritz Brothers were a fast punch following, and, Sawyer and 
Eddy closed with a novelty trapeze act. Woman wore royal blue pants. 





Corinne Looks Good 

Corinne Griffith has never been more beautiful than in “The Divine 
Lady.” Her costumes are exquisite and without exception, rarely be- 
coming. Miss Griffith wore a wig of very long hair which was most 
effective and, incidentally, turned in a great performance. 

A short called “The Gossipy Sex,” featuring Robert Emmett Keane 
and Claire Whitney, former picture star, drew plenty of laughs and 
compares favorably with any of the current short subjects. Miss Whit- 
ney registers well vocally and Mr. Keane seems a likely bet for features, 
having unlimited poise and unction, 

A Real Recital 

Recital of the Dance, given at the Guild theatre Sunday night by 

Demetrios Vilan and Margaret Severn, was a delight. A picture of man 


‘struggling to discover the five senses, and finally the sixth—intelligence. 


Scenic effects were beautifully modern, and the musical score, written 
by Dorothy Herbert, one of outstanding merit. 

Miss Severn, so much more at home in concert than vaudeville was 
a poem of grace and charm, while: Mr. Vilan danced with extraordinary 
expressiveness in addition to being as magnificently formed as Apollo. 

Only possible criticism might be the costuming of Miss Severn which 
seemed a bit ponderous and difficult to change in full view of the audience 
—having too many pant legs and snaps. 


aingennee 
Club Dancers 
Kay Durbin and Charles Barron, appearing at the Club Plaza, are as 
attractive a pair of ballroom dancers as can be seen anywhere in town. 
Both are excellent solo dancers and work beautifully together. 
Miss Durbin was prettily gowned in a yellow tulle bouffant cut above 
the knee in front for two good reasons. The band is very hot. 


GRAY MATTER 


(Continued from page 48) 





searf to be good and, even more 
tailored, there’s the dressmaker 
searf of lapin, which is larger and 





pliable enough to be draped any : 
way you like to wear it. embroidered around the overskirt 
and bodice, a single line, and on 
the White bag as well as her large 
Glove Colors ; . 
There are very delaite * oslte black hat having its brim covered 


with back leaves. <A black lace 
evening ensemble had its cape col- 
lar wired and the all-white one of 
velvet and satin, with beaded cap 
cut irregularly around the face, was 


lines drawn in glove styles. White 
gloves are considered absolutely 
passe, except when worn with the 
black and white costume. The fash- 


ionable shades are suntan, cham- i poppe ae bt otk Sele 
pagne, flesh and putty. poe = candy rp an ~ n 
One-button short glove in tnese|“?™Strong an souls olheim 


added lots of interest until the final 


shades is the correct type for the “ 
talking scene. 


spring taileur, other types are the 
lor.zgish gauntlet. One Paris house 
is showing elbow length gloves, to 
be worn wrinkled into a cuff 
street wear, and pulled up over the 
arm with sleeveless frocks. 

Suede and kid gloves in bright 
green are being featured in one de- 
partment store, It’s a style that only Cost of buildine and equipment is 
Peck’s Corners will consider per-|being defr:s:ed by contributions of 
fectly swell-elegant. | studio employees, 


UNIVERSAL’S GYM 


Los Angeles, March 26. 


tor 


Universal is erecting a gymnesium 
to be used i: connection with its 
Universal «lub, 
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Universal had just completed six- 
reeler “Samson” and announced it 
was a “super” of such quality and 


scope that it would be exhibited 
at 25 cents instead of the cus- 
tomary dime. 





“Peg o' My Heart” set its closing 


for June after a sensational run 
at the Cort, New York, of more 
than a year. Laurette Taylor 
starred. 





Richard Bennett began to get the 
habit. Some newspaper referred 
to his play, “Damaged Goods,” 
a “garbage play,” and Dick came 
back in a curtain speech of char- 
acteristic violence. 


as 


Legislators already were shadow 
dancing with ticket speculator 
problem. New York City enacted 
an ordinance calling for a penalty 
for failure to print price on ticket 
face, although that was the prac- 
tice. State had a group of bills 
under consideration to regulate 


specs. 


Pathe, having withdrawn from 
General Film and established its 
own exchanges, the “trust” served 
notice that it was war to the knife. 


New York Strand, under Moe 
Mark, announced opening with film, 
“The Spoilers,” which ran 135 min- 
utes. Rumored deal for Vitagraph 
‘lease turned out to have been merely 
negotiation for booking in of fea- 
ture on percentage. 

The Urban-Kineto Co., of Eng- 
land, spent $50,000 on a big feature 
and then the censor banned its ex- 
hibition. 


Universal let it become known 
that thereafter it proposed to credit 
scenario authors on screen, posters 
and in call advertising. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








All show business aroused over 
sm outrage to the people of the 
stage. Maurice Barrymore, John 
Drew and Frederick Warde were 
playing “Diplomacy” on tour. A 
group of them were in a restaurant 
in Marshall, Tex., when a local man 
entered drunk and spoke dis- 
paragingly of a woman with the 
party. Barrymore, unarmed, strip- 
ped off his coat to fight and the 
man shot him. Ben Porter followed 
hig example and was shot dead. 
John Drew came into the restaurant 
and was threatened, but was un- 


harmed. . Killer was James Currie, 
detective of the Texas & Pacific 
Railroad. 


What infuriated stage people was 
that the killing was unprovoked and 
seemed to be prompted by contempt 
for stage people more or less typi- 
cal at the time of small towns in 
the sticks. 


Status of college athletics seems 


strange to readers of these days 
accustomed to their importance. 
Columbia College A. C., about to 


hold its first indoor games in Gil- 
more’s Gardens, New York, pub- 
lished a definition and set of rules 
governing amateur competition. 
Faculty of Dartmouth granted a 
week’s vacation in May or June to 
student members of the baseball 
team “so they might play games 
with other colleges.” 


A new game is described as in- 
troduced from Sonora into Califor- 
nia. Two teams of five men each 
kicked a ball across country a dis- 
tance of five miles, but the Frisco 
correspondence is hazy about the 
technique. Game called “Gomi.” 


A female baseball club was or- 
ganized in New York for exhibition 
games. Club had two teams, “Brit- 
ish Blondes” and “American Bru- 
nettes” who vere “attractively 
costumed in silks and woollens.’ 
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~ Inside Stuff—Pictures 


“The Great Power,” independent all talker, yanked off the Capitol, 
New York sereen after one day, is the first recorded instance of any 
picture being treated by a ‘Broadway first run house, Picture was 
hooted at the Saturday night shows when developing mechanical 
difficulties. On the earlier shows projection was reasonably good. 

Buster Keaton in “Spite Marriage” (M-G) substituted at the second 
Sunday Film synchronized, 


SO 


showing. is 





Mike Shea, in Buffalo, says he has no intention of selling his interest 
in the Shea-Publix local theatres to Publix. Mr, Shea added the best 
of feeling exists. 

The Publix idea has been reported as owning its partnership theatres 
100 per cent for uniformity of operation. When buying out a partner, 
also the operator, the partner usually continues as the operator under 
contract to Publix. Such a proposal by Pulbix indicates nothing other 
than the 100 per cent desire. 


In speaking before the National Press 
Mayer said, among many other things: 

“The other reason that American motion pictures will continue 
to prevail throughout the world is my belief that just as silent 
American pictures have popularized American habits, customs, goods 
and ideals abroad, so will the American talking picture popularize 
the English language in foreign countries. The world has sought a 
universal spoken language. Esperanto failed. 


Club in Washington, Louis 


While every branch of the picture business has been revolutionized 
by the advent of talkers, the craft of screen writing is looked upon by 
most of the old timers &s being hit the hardest. Amazing demands are 
now placed upon the writers’ powers of versatility. New requirements 
are more difficult than the playwright who can adopt one particular field 
for his efforts and stick to it. 

Dialog writers are now called upon to furnish words for a show girl 
in one picture and provide polite conversation for a Spanish bandit in 
the next. Added to this, the screen writer must furnish accents by ar- 
ranging the words in proper sequence for a foreign delivery of speech 
regardless of the nationality. He must also be as familiar with the 
vernacular of the underworld as with the most cultured. 





Association of Liberty Center, O., heard a talk on 
visual education by Vernon Reigel, state educational director 
for Fox Films. Considered a good move on the part of the company out 
there since the censorship board is an adjunct of the state department 
of education. 

If producers can get equipment installed in the schools, they may have 
a chance to get even for some of the losses caused by the brutal slashing 
accorded films shown publicly in the Buckeye State. 


Parent-Teacher 


Two incidents within a week at First National on the coast reminded 
one production unit that the microphone is not to be ignored. In one 
scene massive iron doors were prescribed. As is frequently done these 
were made of wood, but when on the screen ears were strained to catch 
the clang of closing doors, the clang was absent. Two gates each 
weighing 200 pounds replaced the imitations. 

It was also discovered that the bold, bad villain never will get over 
in a dialog picture if he.possesses a soft or genial voice. Vocal tones 
must match the hard pan of the speaker. One man assigned to a tough 
part put in plenty of time rehearsing his voice so that it would sound 
as hard as he was able to look. Eventually he succeeded. 


On the day that Charles Chaplin was expected by his staff to resume 
work following his recent illness, the comedian appeared at the studio 
accompanied by his two young sons. For two hours the three played 
around the lot. F 

Then the little Chaplins were lifted to the driver’s seat of a big car, 
their father climbed behind the wheel and the machine was pointed 
toward-an ice cream shop. The combination, the father arrayed in the 
garb by which he is identified in the outside world, and the sons in 
Fauntleroy suits, attracted attention—even on Hollywood boulevard. 


Low down furniture on studio sets on the coast (futuristic is the 
name applied by the designers),.is bringing one squawk after another 
from girls whose stock in- trade, or a measurable part of it, is their 
small frame and short stature. They insist the low furniture gives 
them the appearance by comparison of giantesses. 

In one picture where twin beds hold the key to the story, the highest 
point in these resting places is but 18 inches from the floor. Chair backs 
throughout the picture are restricted to a level of 25 inches with seat- 
ing but 12 inches high. One boudoir dressing table has an oval mirror 
of enormous size, with the table but two feet from the floor. A series 
of shelves range down from that until they are within a few inches of 
the base. 

Girls insist that with the new fangled stuff they haven’t a chance, look- 
ing the size of a house. 


Independent producer with a more or less active picture background 
of 25 years has returned to the coast from New York where for six months 
he tried unsuccessfully to sell six silent pictures. Best offer he could 
get was one of percentage without a trace of guarantee. 

Inde says he will synchronize the lot for sound, get a low priced equip- 
ment and take ’em out himself. 


“Broadway Melody,” M-G-M’'s first screen musical comedy, cost $280,- 


000 to produce and may net near $4,000,000, according to official ex- 
pectation. 
hemcian 
A novel gag, even for a film party, was pulled recently by John | 


Hewlett, Paramount’s newspaper syndicate editor. 





Hewlett handed to each of the 60 guests much mimeography in which 
was contained a little writing about each. More serious attention to 
party business and less to conversation was the motivation, 


A studio unit press agent assigned to cover the production of ‘Bur- 
lesque” for Paramount sought some information from the many old time 
chorus girls now appearing in the beef trust line. Having little ex- 
perience with this type of show girl, he thought one of the big gals 
was giving him the run-around when he asked her name and was told, 
“44 Acres.” 

He later learned from other old timers on the set that this was her 


real name. She got it in the days of Billy Watson's “Beef Trust,” and 
refuses to change. 


During a cold snap the heating plant at the Paramount Long Island 
studios went flop, leaving the stages in something like Arctic atmos- 
phere. 
sembled, the lamps were turned on and the candle-power jumped the 
temperature 30 degrees in 10 minutes. 








Draw a cartoon or believe it or not. 

A. P. Waxman, Warners’ chief p. a., has adopted the hotel idea for | 

. . . . r : | 
his office. It’s the only one in the Warner building and the film indus- 
try for that matter. 

A large “Do Not Disturb” sign is tied to his door knob. Somebody | 
didn’t see it and broke up a bridge game. 

“Plax Back” is the biggest thing in pictures on the coast to th 
jeasterner and it’s certainly the biggest thrill in talkers to the actors 


With a big scene to be shot for a sound picture, the crew as- | 








—— 


A play back is the actors in a scene hearing themselves in it immediately 


after making the bit. 

It occurs in the same studio in two different rooms. Scene is made 
on the stage. It may be dialog or song. From the Stage the actors 
troupe into an adjoining room where there is a loud speaker and listen 
to themselves. 


This is only when the disk process is employed. Play back is 


no 
available in those studios taking the talkers with sound on film. : 

On the disk talkers (Vitaphone) the picture records on two wax records 
and two films. One of each is for the archives, and the others for prac. 


tical useage. One of the wax disk is placed on a recorder fo 
back, in the phonograph way, When the actors and studio attendants 
gather, the record is run off. Directors and executors mentally mark 
any defect, with the players able to criticize their own work 
this procedure. 

To hear the play back within three minutes after seeing the 
made is a thrill by itself to the lay observer. 
times over to the actors concerned. 

Thrill is purely professional for the play back may be heard only 
the studio. 


r the play 


through 


scene 
It must be that many 


in 


Filmdom's most unusual reception room greeter has been secured by 
Spyros Skouras. With a long line daily waiting to chat with the Warner 
theatre operator this little girl, Ann Agnew, always has for the im- 
patient a: 

“Please don’t go until I ask his secretary again.” 


A Chi house manager, plenty tight at the time, staggered down the 
aisle toward his organist while the audience watched a death scene on 
the screen. 

“Play ‘St. Louis Blues’ Joe,” commanded the house manager. 

“Why?” asked the surprised organist. “Why do you suppose?’ re- 
torted the manager stiffly.. “Because s’my favorite piece.” 





A picture actress on the coast has been engaging orchestras for her 
parties through a Los Angeles agency for several years. Recently she 
switched to all-colored bands for these ‘parties. 

When the former booker asked the reason for the change the hostess 
is said to have remarked caustically, “you're boys talk too much.” 


At an independent studio, the leading man in a picture has mounted 
a 16mm camera alongside the professional equipment of the regular 
photographer. When not in a scene the actor grinds away on his ama- 
teur outfit. When on duty he has one of the other players substitute. 

No one in the cast seems to take the picture making business very 
seriously, even the director seemingly experiencing no difficuity in work- 
ing without a script. 


Inside Stufl—Legit 





Alex Yokel is in with Larry Fay on the revival of ye olde fashioned 
mellers at the People’s theatre on the ‘Bowery. 

At the time of the Bowery fire Alex was in the Equity offices, filing 
his bond for the opening there of “In the Gas Light” Co. Alex was 
reached by ‘phone and notified of;the fire. So he grabbed the People’s 
and changed his bond for that house. 


Morris: Gest, in, New ‘York, had occasion to telephone -his brother, 
Simion, head of the Los Angeles Repertory Co., regarding some plays 
to be produced on the coast. Call developed into a gabfest, running 
some minutes more than an hour. 

Most of it, according to report, concerned who would pay the -tall. 
Morris Gest won. . : 


The New York Co. of “Harlem” at the Apollo, will enjoy a oneday 
layoff April 3 (Wednesday), matinee and night, while the Chicago cast 
will have a tryout prior to its departure west. ' 

Andrew Bishop, a principal of the Chi cast which opens April 7, is & 
light in complexion he will make-up for his role.. The colored actor 
has received instructions on his make-up from” white performers, 


Aunt Jemina of “Show Boat” and George Quinn in vaude: 


One of Broadway's statistical group did some figuring last week. 
One calculation was that the 49th Street theatre, New York, in seven 
years had played 83. shows. Further figuring was that the National 
theatre had only had four real hits in the past 11 years. Hits were 
the Walter Hampden engagement of more than a year, “The Cat and 
the Canary,” “Trial of Mary Dugan,” which opened there and then 
moved to the Harris, and “Silence,” which stuck about nine months. 


The Theatre Guild has not relinquished “The Game of Love and 
Death,” which it recently rehearsed for four weeks, then paying off the 
company and canceling the date at the Biltmore. Another producer 
sought the script, but discovered the Guild had renewed its rights by 
paying a further advance in royalties. Guild believes the play excep- 
tional and will present it next season. 


Inside Stufi—Vaudeville 


After kidding the entire room at Coffee Dan’s in Los Angeles the other 
evening, Al B. White got badly kidded himself by Jack Yellen. Boys 
were in a party containing other celebs. As usual in Dan's cellar place, 
they were called up by 'B.B.B. to rise or do something. As each name 
was called out by the initialed m.c., Al took the bow while ad libbing. 

Later, B.B.B. called upon Al to sing a song on the small stage. The 
table din became terrific at this and Al could not well refuse, At the 
same table was Milt Ager, Yellen’s, writing and business partner (Ager, 
Yellen & Bornstein). Milt is the composer and Jack the lyricist. With- 
out thinking, Al said to Yellen, “Come on, Jack, play for me,” and 
Yellen walked with White to the platform, seating himself at the piano. 

“What do you want,” Jack inquired of Al. Al mentioned the title of a 
number and Jack commenced to strum the keys. It sounded worse than 
a child at practice. Finally Al asked Jack to stop fooling and play as 
he wanted to return to the table. Meanwhile, the party they came with 
were laughing their heads off because Al did not recall his error. Of 4 
sudden it dawned upon Al that Jack couldn't play a note. 














New policy at Fox’s Brooklyn is making itself felt, cutting into the 
Brooklyn-Paramount and the other houses in the neighborhood. 

Fox stand is now a Monday opening, in the vaudeville category, 
| changing over from its picture policy, First show, which Blossom Seeley 
topped, ran for nine days from its Saturday opening. 





An act booked for 12 weeks with Loew was caught and liked by 
Marco (Fanchon & Marco) during the coast producer’s recent talent 
| hunt in New York, making his eastern headquarters in the Fox (vaude) 
| office requested, through Fox, that Loew release the act for the coast. 

The act had played but two or the 12 weeks contracted for but was 
pulled off the Loew books and re-booked for Marco, The Loew agent 
who had originally placed the act .with Loew. is now out the comm 
‘on on the 10 weeks (Loew) not played, with ne commissions due nim 
the direct Marco booking. 


—— 
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Guild Plans to Embrace 4 More 


MAT 


E 





Maior Cities, Bringing Total to ll 





Subscription Season Longer in New York—Chicago 


Minimum 3 Weeks—New Shaw Play 





The Theatre Guild’s plans for next 
year eall for the installation of the 
subscription plan into four more 
cities and the retention of that plan 
in the six cities played during the 
past season by the organization's 
Acting Company. Moreover, the 
subscription period of all produc- 
tions is to be extended a week 
longer in New York, this being done 
to accommodate a lengthy waiting 
list of prospective subscribers. It 
will give the Guild subscription sea- 
gons in 11 cities of the U. 5. 

In Chicago, where the Guild has 
become strong after two seasons, 
all shows will play a minimum of 
three weeks instead of two. At the 
moment the Guild has more than 
$2,000 subscribers in New York 
and almost as many in other cities. 
The definite continuation of the 
road policy instituted last year and 
the increase of subscription runs 
in both New York and Chicago sig- 
nifies a steady growth of the sub- 
scription plan, something brought 
to the legit show business by~ the 
Guild and so far not successfully 
copied. 

Next Season’s Plays 


Plans for New York next year 
will be headed by a production of 
Bernard Shaw's new play, “The 
Apple Cart,” not yet delivered to the 
Guild, but expected soon. It is ex- 
pected that this will be an early 
season production. Also projected 
for next year in New York are 
Franz Werfel’'s “Spiegelmensch” 
(Mirror-Man). Werfel is the Aus- 
trian dramatist whose “Goat Song” 
and “Jaurez and Maximilian” have 
already been done by the Guild. 
Turgenev's “A Month in the Coun- 
try,” S. N. Behrman’s “Meteor,” 
Paul Green’s “The House of Con- 
nolly” Sil-Vara (he’s the author of 
the current “Caprice’’) “The Genius 
and His Brother” and new plays by 
both Eugene O’Neill and Sidney 
Howard are on the list. There is 
nothing definite about new plays by 
either O'Neill or Howard, but an 
official of the organization stated 
that they are expected. 

The new cities to be added to the 
principal road tour, i. e., that of the 
Guild’s Acting Company, are St. 
Louis, Detroit, Cincinnati and 
Washington. Continuing to be on 
the list will be Chicago, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Cleveland, Pittsburgh 
and Baltimore. In addition, many 
other cities will be visited by an 
especially organized unit which will 
succeed what was known as the 
wuild Repertory Company. This 
company was booked from coast- 
to-coast for two seasons and suc- 
cessfully. The new company will 
be much larger than the two pre- 
vious troupes and will play a more 
elaborate type of production. Natur- 


ally, the cities which turned out 
best for the Repertory Company 


will be served by the new group, 
Which will have “Marco Millions,” 
“Volpone,” and “R. U. R.” as its 
repertory for the coming season, 
but this same company will also 
Play some of its productions in the 
bubscription . cities. 

The plays to be sent out next 
year will be “Caprice,” which will 
have Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tanne in their present roles; Shaw’s 
“Major Barbara” and “Pygmalion” 
Will travel as a unit; “Wings Over 
Europe,” two companies of “Strange 
Interlude” (the present New York 
troupe and the one now playing 
on the Pacific coast), and the three 
Plays named above, “Marco Mil- 
lions,” “Volpone” and “R. U. R.” It 


will mark the second season of 
touring for both “Marco” and 
“Volpone,” ditto for “R. U. R.,” 


Which was toured several years ago 
by a management which secured 


road rights at the time from the 
Guild. 
Bway and Road Same Season 
Into each of the subscription 


Cities at least five producticns will 
G0 and the roster of the acting 
company will be so arranged that 
in the future each actor will di- 
Vide his time between the road and 
New York in the same season, this 
being an effort on the Guild’s part 
to show its out of town subscribers 
that they are being regarded on the 
Same basis as those of New York. 


The tour of “Caprice” will be 
Strictly limited to the subscription 
Cities, with three weeks for Chj- 





cago, two weeks each for Phila- 
delphia and Boston, and a week 
each in Baltimore, Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland, Detroit, St. Louis, Cin- 
natti and Washington. “Strange 
Interlude” will play more than a 
week in each of the subscription 


towns; in Chicago the stay will be 
indefinite, as it will be in both Bos- 
ton and Philadelphia. There is also 
the possibility that “Porgy” will 
have returned from its London en- 
gagement by the opening of the 
new season and if so, it will be 
sent out once more, this time to 
the coast, for which it was headed 
when negotiations for London were 
closed. The play opens in London 
April 6 at the Prince’s theatre un- 
der the local sponsorship of C. B. 
Cochran. “Porgy” tour was excel- 
lent during the past year and the 
Guild figures that the show will do 
well*on its repeat dates, as every 
booking this year was limited in 
order to make a Chicago run of it 


and also include the subscription 
towns. 
16 Productions 
These plans will give the Guild 


a total of 16 productions, including 
both New York and the road, for 
next season and also shows, in the 
instances of “R. U. R.” and “Pyg- 
malion” that the organization plans 
to draw upon its past successes to 
send to the road, as well as send- 
ing the successes of one season on 
tour for the next. Despite the rapid 
growth of the Guild, it is adhering 
strictly to its policy of six plays a 
year for New York and no more. 
The board of managers explains 
this by saying that the group will 
not take on more creative work 
than it has handled in the past, 
which means that their success on 
the road will not make them turn 
to any factory system of produc- 
tion. 

In two weeks, on April 14, the 
organization will celebrate the 10th 
year of its existence. In that time 
they will have produced 73 plays on 
Broadway for 4 total of over 8,000 
performances. 


Baltimore, March 26, 

The Theatre Guild's first sub- 
scription season in Baltimore closed 
last Saturday night when “Porgy” 
completed a week of big business 
that ended with near capacity 
houses, at Ford's. 

As a result, the Guild announces 
a six play season here next year, 
including a two week engagement 
of “Strange Interlude.” Dates have 
not been selected. 





N.Y. Excepts People 


Of Stage From Arrest 


Albany, N. Y., March 26. 
Actors, actresses, musicians and 
stage hands will be relieved of 
drastic provisions of the Wales 
theatre padlock law by the Post bill 
passed by the assembly without a 
dissenting vote. In the first place 
the bill strikes out the reference to 
the profession in the opening sec- 
tion of the Wales law and then it 
adds a new section, which specifi- 
cally says that members of the the- 
atrical profession, as well as mu- 
sicians and stage hands, shal] not 
be subject to provisions of the law 
until a court has passed upon the 
alleged immorality of the play or 
forbids some particular feature of 
the play complained of pending a 
judicial decision. 

The practical effect of the law 
will be to prevent subjecting mem- 
bers of the theatrical profession to 
spectacular arrests at first night 
performances of plays alleged to be 
immoral, 
introduced the amendment, is 
son-in-law of Roland Kirby, car- 
toonist for the Morning World. His 
measure was framed after being in- 
formed of the raiding legalized by 
the Wales § law. Assemblyman 
Post became interested in the sit- 


the 





uation following conferences with 
Equity leaders. 
“Paris” to Tour 
Irene Bordoni' show, “Paris,” 


which closed its New York engage- 
ment at the Music Box Saturday 
night, reopens Easter week for the 


} subway circuit. 
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BERNIER 


PEGGY 


With the Western “Good News” 
company. The St. Paul “News” 
said: “The crazy prancing of Peggy 
Bernier’s undisciplined limbs imme- 
diately made 
the title of 


the world’s swellest 


dancer. The audience did everything 


short of actually dragging her out 
from the wings to make her dance 
some more.” 
Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Barton’s Wife Demands 
Share in Prosperity 


Papers filed yesterday (Tuesday) 
in New York Supreme Court open 
Mrs. Ottilia K. Barton’s fight for 
an alimony increase from Jim Bar- 
ton, the comedian, now in the legit 
show, “Burlesque,” playing the sub- 
way time. The wife has been re- 
ceiving $150 a week since her legal 
separation in 1926 and deems her- 
self entitled to $500 a week in view 
of Barton's estirmated earnings of 
from $2,000 to $4,000 and $5,000 in 
vaudeville and picture houses, 

Through Julius Kendler, the at- 
torney of record, Mrs. Barton urges 
that a referee be appointed to deter- 
mine the comedian’s earnings, re- 
iterating that it will disclose a mini- 
mum of $100,000 annually and that 
as his wife since 1912 she regards 
herself entitled to the benefits of his 
prosperity. 

Papers name Katherine Penman, 
a chorister, as the cause of their 
marital breach. 

Barton, when starring at the As- 
tor, New York, in ‘‘Dew Drop Inn,” 
allegedly met Miss Penman of the 
chorus and subsequently deserted 
his wife. Barton accepted service 
at the Riviera, the 97th street and 
Broadway subway circuit § stand, 
where “Burlesque” held forth last 
week. 


C. E. Wilson in Charge 
Of All Fox Stock Cos. 


Charles E. Wilson, former stage 
and screen director for Tiffany- 
Stahl, has been signed by Fox to a 
long term contract as director of all 
the stock companies being planned 
in various cities as a source of fu- 
ture Fox screen talent. 

Wilson has left for Connecticut to 
determine suitable localities for 
stock ventures and make arrange- 
ments for production. 











Thom’s yeas Yearn 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Norman F. Thom, known as the 
John Drew of the Mississippi, is in 
Hollywood seeking a sereen career. 
He. was given an, extra part, ap- 
pearing as a uniformed copper for 
Universal. 

Thom came here from New York 
after appearing at the Belmont with 
Reichenbach’s show boat troupe. 
No mention of what’s happened to 
the boat or players. 





CHARLOTTE’S “LETTY” 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
Charlotte Greenwood will be 
starred in a Vitaphone version of 
her musical “So Long Letty” by 
Warners. Picture, which will be 
done in color and goes into produc- 
tion April 29. 
Miss Greenwood, after completing 
this one, will have two additional 
pictures to make for the concern, 


“CASTANETS” GIVES UP 

After nine days’ rehearsal “Cas- 
tanets” has been withdrawn, with 
the cast receiving two weeks’ Salary 
for rehearsing period. 

The piece was written by John 
Patten Russell and was reported 
financed by a Wall street broker 
named Tanner. 





Felix Jumps to Coast, 


her the nominee for 





ition under his new 
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Side-Stepping Ziggy 


Getting wind of Floerenz Zieg- 


feld’s contemplated injunction suit 
to restrain his leaving New York 
state, Seymour Felix lost himself 
until Sunday, or more strictly one 
minute past midnight Saturday, 
when he became immune from ser- 
vice, Whereupon Felix went home, 
packed and left for California to} 
take up his duties with Fox Movie- 


tone as supervising dance producer 


for Movietone musical productions. | 


Ziggy is peeved at Felix, claim- 
ing the latter accepted a $6,000 ad- 
vance on contract to stage his “next 
show.” Felix, who put on 
“Whoopee,” claimed that that “next 
show” specification was too indef- 
inite and refused to be kept wait- 
ing too long. Besides which he holds 
a rich contract with Fox through 
Al Lewis and the latter, frankly 
desirous of co-cperating with Zieg- 
feld, had further promised to per- 
mit Felix’s return to New York for 


his Ziegfeldian duties, providing 
Ziggy told them both just when 
that “next show” would come to 
pass. 


Lewis had agreed to arrange his 
west coast schedule as a managerial 
courtesy to Ziegfeld and make it 
possible for Felix’s return to Broad- 
way from Hollywood in time to do 
that next show. 

Ziggy now wants Felix for “East 
Is West.” That was to have been 
the “next show,” but William An- 
thony McGuire had kept every- 
thing tied up because of the book. 
The Gershwins, George and Ira, are 
setting the tunes and lyrics. Mc- 
Guire has completed a skeleton and 
a first act and Ziggy wants Felix 
to do the dances. 

In addition, Ziegfeld alleges that 
a proviso in his “Whoopee” contract 
with Felix is that the latter stay 
handy for purposes of fixing the 
dance numbers up intermittently. 
Felix gets one per cent. of the 
Cantor show gross. The dance pro- 
ducer’s attorneys, Goldsmith, Gold- 


blatt & Hanower, contend that 
Felix could come back off and on 
for his “Whoopee” obligationsy 


which he will do anyway, at six- 
month intervals. 

Felix received a $6,000 advance 
from Ziggy for the “East Is West” 
task and offered to return it be- 
cause of the Fox Movietone con- 
tract. . 

Ziegfeld office stated Monday the 
proceeding would be directed against 
William Fox. Flo Ziegfeld, retarded 
from returning from Palm Beach 
through a slight illness, will start 
producing the musical version of 
“East Is West” within 10 days and 
claims Felix is under contract to 
stage the dances. 


Legit Show Booked for 
Picture One-Nighters 


Chicago, March 26. 
“Scarlet Woman,” with Pauline 
Frederick, now at the Cort, has 
been booked for a week of one- 
nighters in Illinois by the Great 
States circuit of picture houses, 
starting April 22. 
No closing date posted here vet. 


Nap for “Bed Fellows” 


“Bed Fellows” at Werba’s Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn, lays off next week. 
Jernard Levey says a Shubert house 
will be obtained for a New York 
premiere. 

The show rehearsed three weeks 
which enables Levey to exercise his 
extra week as al. oOo. 
booking adjustment. 


Leblang’s Florida Hotel 
Miami, March 26. 

Joe Leblang and a syndicate of 
capitalists have bought the bonds, 
together with the first mortgage, on 
the Hollywood Beach Hotel, Holly- 
wood, Fla. Consideration was about 
$600,000. New board of trustees who 
will operate consists of Joseph 
Young, founder of Hollywood, Ed- 
ward Huater, Joseph Leblang, Ed- 
ward Rosenthal! and Fred Kaufman, 

Expansion and improvements 
planned for next season. 


LOWELL SHERMAN’S DATE 
March 26. 
starts produc- 
and return ¢on- 
tract With Warners April 15. 


Los Angeles, 


John Barrymore 


Lowell Sherman has been as- 
signed to a featured part in Barry- 
jmore’s next and has been placed 
under a five-picture contract with 


the concern by Jack Warner. 


ANGELS FORCED 





pending a 


| tary bankruptcy petitions. 


) TO PAY 
UNCONTRACTED PEOPLE 


‘But Remedy of Contracted 


Employees Is in Suit Alleging 
Breach, Court Holds 


Chicago, Mar« h 26 
Settlement of the “Do Me a 
Favor” test case last week by 


Pollack 
set the following precedent for 


Master in Chancery Sidney 
the- 
atrical companies in Illinois: 

Stockholders of defunct corpora- 
tions are liable for two weeks’ sal- 
eries for employees not under con- 
tract. Those under contract must 
seek full compensation on a breach 
of contract claim. 

The test case was started some 
time ago by Thomas L, Diggins, 
advance man for the “Do Me a 
Favor” musical comedy company 
which opened Nov. 6, 1927, at the 
Davidson in Milwaukee and closed 
a week later. 

Decision in favor of Diggins was 
through an Lllinois statute, passed 
in 1927, that stockholders are liable 
for the last two weeks’ salary of 
an employee. 

In a separate case based on the 
same facts, Ed Walls and George 
Fee, stagehands with the same com- 
pany, couldn't get their last week’s 
salary because of the contract be- 
tween the producers and the stage- 
hands’ union, It was decided their 
remedy was in a suit for breach of 
contract. 

Shareholders in the defunct cor- 
poration were Arthur P,. Feiger, an 
attorney; Bertha Feiger, his mother, 
and Evans Lloyd, producer. 





Jed Harris Free to 


Book Erlanger Time 


Jed Harris can take his “Front 
Page” into the Erlanger houses or 
anywhere else for bookings and 
need not be bound by an exclusive 
Shubert booking arrangement which 
the brothers have with the Selwyns, 
according to Justice McCook’s rul- 
ing, denying an injunction against 
Harris, Latter is set to tour his 
newspaper meller in houses con- 
trolled by Erlanger interests, 

Shuberts argued that in 1918, in 
consideration of a $200,000 invest- 
ment, all attractions appearing in 
the Selwyn, Times Square and 
Apollo theatres, which houses are 
controlled by Arch and Edgar Sel- 
wyn and Crosby Gaige, were bound 
to be booked by the Shuberts on the 
road. 

Justice McCook contends that not 
only is Harris not bound or obli- 
gated to the Shuberts by a third 
party covenant between the broth- 
ers Selwyn and Shubert, but that 
moreover Harris has not been 
served and “the court does not find 
any interference by defendants with 
any contractual rights of the plain- 
tiff.” 








Ann Harding in “Paris,” 
Original for Ina Claire 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Ann Harding, legit, signed by 
Pathe to do “Paris Bound.” Ina 
Claire will not be in the picture. 
Miss Harding has a one year con- 
tract with Pathe. Frank Reicher to 
direct dialog. 

Arthur Richman is writing an 
original for Miss Claire. Star ar- 
rived on Coast to start Pathe talk- 
ers this week, 





It’s Princess Again 


With Lucille La Verne unable to 
make her revival of “Sun Up” go 
the Princess which she renamed 
the Lucille LaVerne, reverts to its 
former name April 1 and takes on 
a new lessee and show. 

Walter Greenough has taken over 
the house for three years, opening 
with “He Walked In Her Sleep.” 
Greenough, in association with 

3enjamin Stein, will produce “The 





Jade God,” by William Barry, in 
May. 
TOTTENS BANKRUPT 
Edyth Totten Fanning and her 
husband, Russell Fanning, both of 


the Hotel filed volun- 


Neither 


Astor, have 


states and liabilities. 
Bankruptcies date from the fore- 
closure sale of the Edyth Totten 


assets 





theatre on West 49th, now called 


the President, which Fanning built (» 


and managed on his wife’s behalf. 
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Literati 


Rice and the Herald Tribune 


When Grantland Rice went down 
to Miami to cover the Stribling- 
Sharkey affair it was with the un- 
derstanding, according to reports, 
that his paper, the Herald Tribune, 
didn’t want anything on the story. 
The Herald Trib, so ‘tis said, is not 
kindly inclined toward Jack Demp- 
sey, who took over promotion of 
the affair following Tex Richard's 
death. Rice, therefore, is reported 
to have filed his yarn to the Co- 
lumbus Dispatch and to have noti- 
ged the Trib that if it wanted the 
story, it could get it from the Co- 
lumbus paper. This the Trib did, 
apparently changing its mind about 
carrying a detailed report at the 
last minute. 

Rice and the Tribune are not in- 
viting each other to dinner, accord- 
ing to the report around. Rice is 
the most widely syndicated sports 
writer in the land. 





Sherwood’s Articles 

Robert E. Sherwood is repre- 
sented in the current issue of the 
American Mercury with an optimis- 
tic article on talking pictures stat- 
ing that they should be responsible 
for a general rearrangement of the 
personnel of Hollywood, which he 
damns in no uncertain terms. His 
idea is that the making of talkers 
cannot be handled by the present 
executives, directors and writers 
and that the dialog films will show 
up their faults. 

In his article for the Bell syn- 
dicate, used last Sunday by many 
papers over the country, Sherwood 
deplored certain phases of the 
talkers, however, setting forth the 
theory that the comedians, i. e. 
Chaplin, Keaton, Lloyd, ete., have 
accomplished things via the medium 
of the silent screen which the 
technique of sound would scarcely 
permit. 





Sam Marx’s “Portraits” 


Sam Marx’s “Broadway Portraits” 
(Donald Flamm, Inc.) has made its 
appearance in book form, an an- 
thology of the Main Stem or any 
of its colloquial synonyms which the 
pungent biographer recounts, in- 
cluding such alternate labels as 
Mazda Lane, the Hardened Artery, 
Double-cross Roads of the World, 
et.al. Some 50 pen pictures are in- 
cluded in this symposium, most of 
them previously published in “New 
York Amusements,” the advertising 
give-away which Flamm, Inc,, pub- 
lishes and Marx edits. For the main, 
however, the sketches are new or 
radically rewritten to conform to 
style and size. 

It's a little booklet, which should 
enjoy a vogue with the Broadway 


bunch at least, and, if properly 
handled, is likely to find general 
appeal, The difficulty with publi- 


cations of this type is that their 
very modesty in appearance and 
price precludes any serious atten- 
tion from the book stalls or re- 
viewers, unless some novel slant af- 
fords a reviewer an opportunity for 
some sfecial comment. 

Flamm, Inc., could essay a news- 
stand display sale with the handy 
little book. Those who run as they 
read will welcome the pocket-size 
for occasional reference. 

Humorous captions qualify each 
subject, such as “Broadway's broad- 
casting station” for Arthur Caesar; 
“the barred of Broadway,” Walter 
Winchell; “Mammy,” Al Jolson; 
“the answer to a maiden’s prayer,” 
Harry Richman, etc. 

When Variety first published in 
this department that Marx's book 
scooped Sidney Skolsky’s anthology 
of “Times Square Tin-Types,” which 
now run serially in the New York 
Sun every Monday, it unwittingly 
ereated some bad feeling between 
Marx and Skolsky, otherwise pals 
and boon companions. It seems 
that Marx created the idea of brief 
sketchlets of Broadway celebs for 
his “New York Amusements” and 
that, according to Marx, Skolsky 
had first contributed some of these 
for the throwaway publication, later 
selling the idea to the Sun. Skolsky 
was negotiating for a book publica- 
tion of his own series and, as Marx 
explained, the latter only agreed to 
issuing his own “Broadway Por- 
traits” after being apprised that 
Skolsky’s collection had been re- 
jected by several publishers. 

However, says Sid, while it got 
him a rejection from Horace Liv- 
eright for the “Times Square Tin- 
Types,” it won a commission for a 
Sroadway novel. 





“Miss 1929” 


. “Miss 1929” is the name of a new 
magazine which has just appeared 
on the newsstands, It is dedicated 
‘to “the modern girl” and sells for 
twenty-five cents. W. M. Clayton is 
publisher, Bina Flynn is editor and 
Dorothy Wray Clayton is associate 
editor. Magazine is, put out by 
Year Book Publishing Company of 
8 Lafayette street, New York. In 
‘a foreword the editor announces he 
is negotiating for stories with such 
well-known writers as F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, Percy Marks, Warner 
Fabian, Vina Delmar and Alice 
Duer Miller. Initial number con- 
tains, among other things, a beauty 





page by Dorothy Knapp, whose con- 
nection with Earl Carroll's ‘“Fior- 
leaat” is stressed; an interview, by 





Dodsworth 


BRENTANO'’S survey: 


The True Heart.... 


Expiation ...,. 


Art of Thinking... 


The Brownings... 


Dodsworth ........5- oanenees 


Seven Dials Mystery.. 





Best Sellers 


ARTHUR R. WOMRATH, INC., chain retail booksellers, reports: 
FICTION 

padb es 666060006 £064 RTE, GOWUR.'se 

Case of Sgt. Grischa............Arnold Zweig eeeeereeereseeees 2.50 

Bishop Murder Case...........S. S. Van Dine.....ccesceceees 2.00 

Summer Lightning.............George Hummel......cseseeee- 250 





Strange Adventure..... icawar Mary R. Rinehart..........+++. 2.50 
GENERAL 

Cradle of the Deep............. Joan Lowell........ ee 

Art of | Sy Dimnet ser ee eeeeeeeee eee 2.50 


Rasputin eeeeeee TTT TTT CTT TTT. Fullop- Miller. ...cccccccce 5.00 
Believe It or Not...........+..-Robert L. Ripley... 
Elizabeth & Essex.......-.+-.. Lytton Strachey eoccceccecooes Ole 


FICTION 
Bishop Murder Case..,........S. S. Van Dine....cccccceeess-$2,00 
Mamba’s Daughters............Dubose Geyward......ccscceess 2.50 
eos ee eee esocee ae 
This Strange Adventure........Mary Roberts 
abapcaennensoces TE 
The Bride’s House. .....0.+--:- Dawn Powell 
NON-FICTION 
Cradle of the Deep.......... eo-doan Lowell ....ccccccccccces Gale 
seceesesesee-Abbe Dimnet 
The Magic Island.............W. 
Great Horn Spoon............. Eugene Wright eeeeesesecesere 5.00 
.David Loth ... 
Elizabeth & Essex.......... occ eee, APOENON 200 isveceteese Oe 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO., 
FICTION 


pemeere LOW .cccccesceis 
Bishop Murder Case...........5S. 
ccccceee Agatha Christie .. 


This Strange Adventure........ Mary R. Rinehart......ccscccese 250 
ee Si webbkdhaspin shen vase Lorna Moon ..... Sceseoacecoscs Ge 
NON-FICTION 
Cradie of the Deep............. Joan Lowell ........ eneeredee Gee 
Art of Thinking.........++....-Abbe Ernest Dimnet........... 2.50 
Dn scvevauanee cc cws bh ewenee > pn g04 1 ocucwes bnoe ee 


Believe it or F ot...... Veaeasaes Robert L. Ripley....... eccgegee aan 
Further Poems of E. Dickinson..E. Martha D. 


| 


eeeeeeveveeeee 2.50 


Rinehart....... 2.50 
eeeteeee eevee eseeeeeene 2.50 


eeeeeeeeeeeveoeoeeee 2.50 


ere eeesecoorereee 2.50 
B. Seabrook. ..cccccccveces 3.50 


eee eeeeaeeesaeeee 3.75 
wholesale booksellers, reports: 


rr A 
s. Van : -cckeneecsobaten 2.00 
eeeeeeeeeeeee 2.00 


Bianchi. . 2.50 


eeeteee 








Queena Pollock, with Eva Le Gal- 
lienne, and a review of “The Broad- 
way Melody” by William Lang- 
water. John Held, Jr., has some 
illustrations in April issue, 





Authoress’ Ship Party 

Simon and Schuster, publishers 
of Joan Lowell's “Cradle of the 
Deep,” a current non-fiction best 
seller, are staging a literary whoopee 
tomorrow (Thursday) aboard the 
Ile de France in honor of the 
authoress., 

For the third time in their careers 
the S. & S. publishing firm has had 
the first three best sellers on the 
Baker & Taylor Co.'s lists. In mid- 
March, “Cradle of the Deep,” “Art 
of Thinking” and “Believe It or 
Not,” respectively authored by Miss 
Lowell, Abbe Ernest Dimnet and 
Robert L. Ripley, ran in that se- 
quence on the non-fiction best sell- 
ers, 





Beats Reporting 

Eddie Cantor has written a 
scenario called “Sitting on Top of 
the World” which he has sold to 
Paramount for $25,000. Script is 
not comic and is not intended for 
his own use. Cantor also says that 
the “Ziegfeld Midnight Frolic” pic- 
ture should have its name changed 
to “Easy Money” as he made $25,- 
000 in three and a half hours by 
appearing in it. 





Samples in Suburbs 
The New York Telegram is pull- 
ing a circulation building stunt by 
distributing free copies in the 
Metropolitan suburban towns, espe- 
cially out on Long Island and in 
Westchester, with a special tag 
greeting the reader and calling at- 
tention to the features, including 
Heywood Broun, Mary Rennels’ 
book reviews, dramatics and pic- 
tures, and especially Commuters 
Home and Homesite Section. Latter 
is chiefly an advertising build-up. 





Clark’s Letter 


Barrett H. Clark, writer on the 
drama, critic and essayist, has cir- 
culated an open letter addressed to 
St. John Ervine, the New York 
World's imported guest critic. 

Letter is captioned “The follow- 
ing was sent to several newspapers, 
but after a week’s delay, has been 
neither answered nor printed,” and 
proceeds to lace it into Sinjin for 
his alleged unfairness in panning 
Virgil Geddes’ play, “The Earth Be- 
tween” at the Provincetown Play- 
house where it closes on Sunday. 





Story Man Turns Banker 


Sheridan O’Leary, known in Hol- 
lywood as Paul Sheridan, former 
newspaper man and several years 
ago story editor at Fox coast stu- 
dios, has been appointed head of 
the investment department of 
Joel Fiske & Co. Los Angeles. 
O’Leary has been identified with 
motion pictures since the old Hork- 
heimer days, and was for some time 
associated with Sam Wood. 





Womrath Sold? 


Removal of Womrath’s, biggest 
circulating library system and book 
stores in the country, from _ its 
building in 45th street to the But- 
terick building, on Spring street, 
has given rise to reports that the 
concern has been acquired by But- 
terick. Both Womrath’s and But- 
terick profess ignorance of such a 
deal, however. 





Swank Mags Merge 


Following the recent departure 
of Beverly Nichols, the English 
writer, as editor of the “American 
Sketch,” Doubleday, Doran & Co. 
has sold that publication to the 
Carlton Publishing Co. Latter will 
combine it with its “New York 
Tatler and Social Digest” under 
the title of “The Tatler and Amer- 
iean Sketch.” 

When Doubleday, Page affiliated 
with the Doran Co. “The Book- 
man” was disposed of to Seward 
Collins, company then deciding to 
devote itself to books only. Plans 
were changed when the firm es- 
tablished the “American Sketch” 
recently, but now with the sale of 
that publication, also, Doubleday, 
Doran may no longer experiment 
with new periodicals, 





Trade Papers’ Assn. 


Trade paper correspondents in 
Washington, barred from the White 
House conferences and admittance 
to the Congressional press galleries, 
have formed an organization of 
their own. 

Idea is for self-protection and 
promotion of co-operation amongst 
themselves. So far it carries with 
it a monthly luncheon at the Na- 





tional Press Club, 


‘success. So is Marie Lohr. 





London As It Looks 


By Hannen Swaffer 





London, March 17. 

When, some months ago, I last saw Gilbert Miller, he was telling me 
that, in future, he would produce plays in London first, and take them 
to New York, this with the idea of saving some of the high cost of 
production caused by the fact that, while stage hands get $100 a week 
in New York, you have to pay six of them all through rehearsals if a 
table is used in the production on the stage. 

The First of a Series 

Well, the first of these plays, “Berkeley Square,” was done this week 
John L. Balderston, the London correspondent for the New York World, 
and J. C. Squire, book critic of the Observer, have altered their play 
since it was done, about two years ago, at the St. Martin's theatre. It 
had quality before but it was obviously too elusive in idea for the com- 
mercial theatre. 

Two Young Americans in One 


A young American who has inherited a house in Berkeley Square 
finds himself back in 1784 in the same house and this time as another 
young American who was one of his ancestors. So he is the young 
man of 1928 in knowledge, but the young American of 1784 in body and 
surroundings. I found people arguing about it after every act. I sup- 
pose New York will argue. 

The truth is that you need no more argue about it than you did when 
seeing “A Midsummer’s Night Dream,” which contains both human 
beings and fairies, or “Peter Pan,” for that matter. 

They have put Sir Joshua Reynolds in, now, and Gainsborough’s 
Duchess of Devonshire and the Duke of Cumberland with his German 
gutterals and his love for drink. 


A Modern Mark Twain Idea 


They have put in Leslie Howard, too, because he is a New York star. 
Lawrence Anderson, who played the part before, and who is Mary 
Anderson's nephew, was not thought suitable for New York. 

If Gilbert Miller can attract a Theatre Guild sort of audience, he 
should do well, for the play includes all sorts of American commentaries 
on London life in the time of the Georges, and Is, in this way, something 
like Mark Twain's “Connecticut Yankee." You will see it next autumn, 
I believe. 

Jean Forbes-Robertson. gives an excellent performance as an eighteenth 
century girl with whom the modern American fails in love. Leslie Howard 
is good, but a little too medern, perhaps. Valerie Taylor is another 
Some of the minor parts must be re-cast, 
They were dreadfully played. 

There were scores of Americans in the house and whether the play 
is a success on your side or not, I recommend it to all Americans of 
culture. I think Lew Leslie ought to go. Oh, yes, and Jake Shubert— 
and Sam Shipman. 





Your Company in “Journey’s End” 


This idea of staging plays in London before the New York produc- 
tion also spread to “Journey’s End,” which was put on last night for 
a week at the Arts Theatre Club with the New York company playing 
it, this although the ordinary company was acting the same play at 
the Savoy theatre. I do not know what will happen to “Journey's End” 
on your side. After “What Price Glory,” you have ideas of your own. 

Anyway, you will see a production that could not have cost much 
more than $300, but a company which will cost considerably more than 
the London one, which is probably being paid about $1,000 the lot, 
for they are all unknown. The New York company are men of more 
experience and reputation. There are no women, 





My War on the B. B. C. 


My latest crusade was a campaign against the British Broadcasting 
Company's acquiescence in allowing American tunes to be song-plugged 
by the score because the publishers paid bands to do it, My campaign 
one which, for me, was modest and so restrained that I do not think 
I used the word “I” more than about 18 times in four paragraphs. How- 
ever, it proved effective. 

The B. B. C. refused to allew bands to announce the names of the 
dance tunes and they said no vocalist would be allowed to sing the 
chorus, Now the row has started, as I expected. 

There is one thing—the English people will not tolerate much longer 
this wholesale importation of American tunes. If you would. send over 
some of your good music, we wouldn't mind, but when all the tin pan 
alley boys start singing about the roses round the doors they never 
saw, I get a bit fed up. If they would only go back to Virginia and stay 
there, I would pay their fare. 

Even Jolo is complaining about “Sonny Boy,” now. He heard it sung 
about five times the other night. , 





The Baritone Who Went Back 


The latest joke concerns “The New Moon.” Robert Chisholm was 
called up in Cincinnati by Lee Ephraim, I believe, speaking in New 
York, and asked to come to Drury Lane to play the leading male role, 
He came over, started rehearsing and then found, he tells me, that 
music was written for a tenor, while he was a baritone. He thought 
they might get the music down a bit, he thought, but Romberg ob- 
jected to that. 

So, now, Chisholm in on his way back to America, 

There is surely more than this behind the scenes. I cannot conceive 
that Drury Lane would employ a baritone for a tenor part. 

Now they tell me Tom Burke has been offered the part. It would 
be funny if Tom Burke appeared at Drury Lane in the show after his 
wife, who divorced him a few months ago. 

That seems funnier to us than it would to you, although we are catch- 
ing up on divorces. 





Shaw—a Quarter of a Century Old 


I saw “Major Barbara,” the other night, when it was revived 24 
years after its original production, and I want to say, as an idolater 
of Shaw, that I wish [ had not seen it again. 

After all, Shaw is a journalist. If you leave out “St. Jean,” most of 
his plays are journalism. He writes articles and puts them in people's 
mouths to speak. Now, some of it may have been true when Shaw 
wrote it—that I do not remember—but it is certainly not true today. 
Surely, there are no armament kings in England, at least of the kind 
lasted about four weeks, and was not one of my sensational ones, but 
he writes about, men all-powerful in control of the press and that sort 
of thing. 

Why, seated in the stalls the other night was the biggest armament 
man in England and all I remember of him is that, {in 1918, when one 
of his companies was in a jam, he was brought to lunch with me in 
order that a paragraph might be used, putting him right. That is all 
the power he had. 

Fiction—Not Fact 

The Salvationists in “Major Barbara” are in no sense types. The 
people are deliberately invented so that they can talk Cockney like that 
written, nowadays, by Edgar Wallace. The Major Barbara of Shaw's 
play would not have left the Salvation Army for the flimsy reason that 
she does on the stage. 

I could riddle the whole plot with deadly arguments of fact. But then, 
unfortunately for most playwrights, I know my world and do not live 
in a sphere where people simply talk and read and imagine things. 

I am afraid that is why I am so often quarrelling with dramatists. 
They do not know the truth, 
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producers who are 


and other film 
give everything to 


not anxious to 


the Broadway impresarios are 
about to make a counter proposi- 
tion. Managers unwilling to sell on 


the film companies’ terms will be 
approached to produce a talking 
film version of their properties with 
film companies to accept for distri- 
bution. 

tdea is for film studios to be made 
available for Broadway dignitaries 
to produce their hits themselves and 
pay distributor a percentage of the 
gross. Plan is still formative, but 
is understood to have reached the 
discussion table. . 


Selwyn Wires 3 N. Y. 
Houses for $61,000 


“Rainbow Man,” Sono-Art film 
yecently produced on the coast by 
and with Eddie Dowling, will. go 
into the Selwyn starting April 15. 
Picture was first announced for the 
Cohan, with “Hello Daddy” current 
there moving to the Selwyn. Switch 
was suddenly made last week. 

All three Selwyn theatres on 42nd 
street will be Wired at a cost of 
$61,000. The Selwyn will be the 
first to be ready. Report is that 
the equipment to be used was 
scheduled for another theatre but 
Arch Selwyn secured precedence. 


The Times Square and Apoilo will 
follow. 
Latter house is under lease to 


George White where a new revue 
is due this summer, but talker 
equipment will be installed to take 
advantage of picture bookings as 
they may come along. That also 
goes for the Times Square, rented 
by Jed Harris this season. Harris 
may extend the rental. 


Salvin’s $10,000 Award 

The all-Chinese “Ching-a-Ling,” 
which flopped a couple of seasons 
ago, is the basis of a $10,000 judg- 
ment award by the Appellate Divi- 
sion in favor of Sam Salvin against 
George M. Garsson. Latter, along 
with Arthur S. Friend and Park 
Lex Corp., were involved on a note 
payable to Salvin to defray cost of 
costumes for the show which Arthur 
8. Lyons produced with Salvin’s 
financial backing. 

The money was paid to 
Costumes, Inc., still 


Nesor 
another cor- 


poration in which Salvin was in- 
terested. 
The lower court had originally 


ruled against Salvin, contending 
that he had not showed cause of 
action, but on appeal the higher 
court reversed and favored the for- 
mer nite club impresario. Salvin is 
now the treasurer and backer of 
Lyons and Lyons, Inc., the agency 
in which Arthur and Sam Lyons are 
members. 


Barrymore Co. Claim 

Claims for one week's salary have 
been filed with Equity by the play- 
ers who supported Ethe)] Barrymore 
in “The Kingdom of God,” recently 
withdrawn from the Barrymore. 
The claims are against Lee Shu- 
bert who contends that as no per- 
formances were given during the 
week in question, no salaries are 
due. 

A closing notice was posted. Miss 
Barrymore was taken ill on the pre- 
Vious Friday. The supporting cast 
Was asked to report daily until the 
folowing Thursday when it was 
decided not to resume. Matter 
will probably be arbitrated. 





ANN NICHOLS IMPROVED 
Los Angeles, March 26. 

Ann Nichols, author and pro- 
ducer of “Abie’s Irish Rose,” here 
& month, is recovering from her 
recent illness, 

She contemplates remaining until 
May when she is going abroad. 





Vivienne Siegel in Film 





26. 

Robert Paris (alias Parrish, alias 
Franklin), legit actor, pleaded 
guilty in Lansing, Mich., of accept- 
ing money under false pretense from 
Actors’ Equity and is up for sen- 
tence, 

Stranding of the Auditorium 
Players in Lansing brought about 
the discovery of Paris after Equity 
had been searching for him. He 
had played in the east under as- 
sumed names, 
be an Equity member with his card 
either lost or stolen. 

When the Auditorium 
stranded Clarence Sterling of 
Equity sent the cast list to New 
York for verification. This led to 
exposure of Paris, who posed as 
Robert Franklyn, and signed a re- 
ceipt for $70. Later it was found 
that the real Franklyn was in New 
York at the time. 


Players 


Schlessinger Now Owns 


Morris Schlessinger took title tuo 
the production of “Five o’Clock 
Girl” upon decision of a_ sheriff's 
jury in Newark last week. The 
show closed there early in the win- 
ter after playing the Shubert the- 
atre, operated by Schlessinger, who 
had advanced about $21,000 to Philip 
Goodman to bring the show in from 
Pittsburgh. At the end of the New- 
ark week $7,000 was due Schles- 
singer and he took judgment. 

The only contestant to the action 
to secure ownership of the produc- 
tion, which includes some 300 cos- 
tumes and about $8,000 in electrical 
equipment, was the Display Light- 
ing Co. A representative of the 
latter appeared but without books 
and could show no definite sum due. 
“Girl” ran 67 weeks, including the 
Broadway engagement, but was a 
road victim. 





—— 


*‘Town’s Woman’ Naughty 


“The Town’s Woman” closed 
abruptly at the Craig Saturday. 
Money deposited with Equity was 
withdrawn. Although it is permis- 
sible to close Holy Week without 
salary liability by recalling the sal- 
ary security, Equity rates the show 
was actually closed. 

The management later figured on 
resuming next week and applied for 
permission from Equity’s Council 
Tuesday. The matter of a theatre 
was in doubt. The Craig’s backers 
stepped in with an objection, stating 
they believed portions of the play 
were naughty and should be re- 
written. If the show resumes an- 
other house will likely be booked. 





. 
“Lover” Closing 
The new Murray Phillips show, 
“An Emergency Lover,” by Arthur 
K. Stearns is closing in Newark 
Saturday night. The Phillips office 


|says the show is stopping for a fort- 


night to permit revision. 


Dan Healy’s Show 


Dan Healy is shortly to turn pro- 
ducer. His first venture will be a 
musical comedy. 





wing and the book has been writ- 
ten. Production is slated for sum- 
mer consumption. 


CIVIC JOB CLEARY’S 
Cleveland, March 26. 

Appointment of F. H. Cleary, 
manager of Loew's Allen, as as- 
sistant manager of 
Public Hall, 

for a civic theatrical plum job. 
A number of local theatrical man- 





ring for the $5,600 yearly position. 


ILLNESS CLOSES THEATRE 

Cincinnati, March 

Ann Davis’ attack of acute indi- 
gestion closed “The Marriage 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

' a second week when 


26. 


was held 
recovered. 


with the 





Los Angeles, March 26. 
Vivienne Siegel will be opposite 
John Boles in “Rainbow.” 
es ‘ 
*wo new special songs to be 
Written by the W. B. staff. wil) be 
added to the original score. 


Miss Davis is guest sta! 


i Stuart Walker Company at the Taft 


jauditorium, 


always claiming to} 


“5 O’Clock,” Road Victim 


Three angels are under Healy's 


Cleveland’s 
has settled the race 


agers had thrown their hats in the 





ged” 
Play 
she 


“Little Show” (Brady, Wi- 
| man & Weatherly), Music Box. 








A 





Cimore West for Equity 
Prospects in Film Studios 


Frank Gillmore, Equity'’s presi- 
dent, leaves for the coast next 
week, the object being a survey of 
conditions from an actor's stand- 
point. 

To date Equity’s activities do not 
include the picture field and a plan 
to institute a standard form of 
contract for picture work was 
voted down on the coast last sum- 
mer. At the time there was a 
furore over the threat by producers 
to cut salaries. 

With the expected increase of the 
number of legit actors required for 
the rapidly expanding talker pro- 
duction, Equity’s coast offices are 
expected to assume greater im- 
portance and the use of a standard 
form of contract may eventuate. 








Millionaire Stock Actor 
Gets 5-Yr. Fox Contract 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

John Breeden, millionaire in his 
own right, and son of one of the 
wealthiest San Francisco families, 
has been put under a five-year con- 
tract by Fox. 

Breeden is a linguist, having been 
educated abroad and also playing 
in theatres in Germany and France. 
He has been with the Henry Duffy 
Players in San Francisco and Los 
Angeles for the past two years. 
He was signed for one picture by 
James Ryan of Fox, and his work 
so impresse.< the latter he made a 
five-year deal for the actor’s ser- 
vices. 





Historic House Passes 


Cumberland, Md., March 26. 

Belvidere, dating back to the Civil 
War and one of the oldest houses 
in the East, closed last week. 
Formerly presenting legit, all of the 
old stars trod its boards. It was the 
first picture house here. 

Basiness block is to go up on 
the site. 





“ALOMA” SUIT SETTLED 


A suit against James Thatcher 
and J. J. Mooney, producers of 
“Aloma of the South Seas,” pend- 
ing two years was settled out of 
court this week. 

Don Valentine, stage manager of 
the show, who also played a part, 
was suing for salary as stage man- 
ager. O’Brien, Malevinsky and 
Driscoll for the plaintiff. 





CLOSING IN PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., March 26. 

Henry Duffy will close his Duf- 
win theatre here in two weeks. 

Trouble with sti.ge hands is as- 
eribed as the cause, although it is 
also reported business has been off 
lately. 

House has been grossing between 
$4,000-$5,000. 


LEAVING CAST 

Bernard Randall, Sam Kane and 
Nat Pettleton leave the cast of 
“My Girl Friday” this week, com- 
plaining that the Schneibbe-Bacon 
management failed to make good 
its promise of a salary boost if 
che show ran beyond two weeks. 
Entire cast accepted half salary 
when the play came in. 

William Crew, the author, who 
plays a prominent part, is also 
shortly retiring from the cast. 








SUIT OVER FLOP 
An echo to the short life of “‘Soli- 
taire’ at the Waldorf, New York, 
is a suit for damages filed by Bob 


| Baker, who placed the show in that 


house, against Julius Meyer, the 
house operator. Goldsmith, Gold- 
blatt & Hanower appear for plain- 
tiff. 

A one-half weeks’ 
against “Solitaire” has 


claim 
filed 


salary 
been 





with Equity by the cust. 


less of partial or complete waiver, 
salaries were payable according to 
contract and Equity paid off on that 
basis with funds on deposit there. 
The which was originally 
tried out under the title of “Gander 
Sauce,” is due to close in Newark 
this week. A further complication 


show 


concerns wardrobe which it is un- 
derstood will be the property of 
the players upon closing of the 
show. 


Meet Lawrence Boyd 
The 
“Parsons 


new Lawrence Boyd show, 
for Two,” was renamed 
“Before You're Twenty-Five” Mon- 
day. You'd never guess Lawrence 
is the corpulent Larry Boyd, car- 
nival man whose friendship with 
Winthrop Ames has _ resulted in 
Ames temporarily assuming charge 
of the rehearsals, starting this 
week. 

“Before You're 25” is by Kenyon 
Nicholson, who gave the stage “The 
Barker.” Cast includes’ Ernest 
Glendenning, Eric Bressler, Mildred 
McCoy, Fritz Williams and Jose- 
phine Hull. 





“MARS” IN ROCHESTER 


“Message from Mars,” the Guy 
Bates Post show, has not been in- 
definitely postponed as_ reported, 
but will open in Rochester, N. Y., 
April 4. Show will go on to To- 
ronto and Montreal and then open 
in New York April 22, for which a 
house has not yet been secured. 

Supporting Post are Lee Baker, 
Katherine Standing, Beatrice Terry 
and George Farren. 


METZGER ASKS FREEDOM 
Chicago, March 26. 


Arthur Metzger, company man- 
ager of “And So to Bed,” has 
started suit for divorce through 
Attorney Phil R. Davis against 


Mary Metzger on charge of cruelty. 

Marriage was in 1924, and separa- 
tion six months ago. There is one 
child, and Metzger has agreed to 
pay $45 weekly alimony for its 
maintenance. 


COAST “ANNIE” CAST 
Los Angeles, March 26. 

Cast of “Little Orchid Annie,” be- 
ing presented by W. Rowland and 
A. Leslie Pearce, at the Mayan, 
March 31, includes Ruth Taylor, 
from pictures, Ruth Donelly, Mabel 
Forrest, Julia Blanc, Goldie Cowell, 
Claude Allister, Frederick Sullivan, 
Sammy Smith, John Manning, Harry 
Hoyt and Georgie Harris. 


U. A. HOLDING JOAN BENNETT 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Option on Joan Bennett, daughter 
of Richard Bennett, will be taken 
up by United Artists upen the ar- 
rival of Joseph M. Schenck. 

Miss Bennett was recently brought 
on from New York to play opposite 
Ronald Colman in “Bulldog Drum- 
mond.” 








COLLIER FOR COAST 

Wiliam Collier, Sr., is to write 
dialog fer Fox. Veteran comedian 
goes west almost immediately to 
take up his duties. 

Collier had been doing some work 
at the Paramount Long Island stu- 
dios. 


SAN DIEGO’S ROAD SHOWS 


Los Angeles, March 26. 

Harry Meyers, operator of the 
Strand, Long Beach, Cal., is to 
close this week for a 10 year lease 
on the Spreckles, San Diego. 

House will be renamed Spreckles’ 
Orphevm and will play road shows, 
splitting with Long Beach. 


—_—— 








“Hottentot” Horton’s Next 
Los Angeles, Mareh 36. 
Edward Everett Horton will re- 
vive “The Hottentot,’ to follow his 
production of “The Swan,” closing 
at the Majestic Apri! 7, 11 
weeks. 


after 


Revival of “Under the Gas Light,” 





by Alex Yokel and Larry Fay, at 
the People’s, Bowery postponed 
from Apri! 1 to April ¢ 

Yokel has signed up an 4a)! 


} Equity cast. 


to the policy of trying all plays in 
England first before presenting 
them here. He insists the costs of 
experimenting and trying out plays 
on this side are too high. 

Miller's contract with Paramount, 
as executive head of the Charles 
Frohman office, Par's legit produc- 
tion arm, expires in June. He has 
entered into a new agreement with 
Adolph Zukor to continue in the 
same capacity but for an _ inde- 
terminate period. The producer 
will yearly spend three months 
each autumn and one monih dur- 
ing the spring in New York, stay- 
ing abroad the remainder of the 
time, 

Most of Miller’s productions are 
authored by British or Continental 
writers, another angle to his for- 
eign first trys. Guthrie MeccClintic 
will, from time to time, produce for 
the Frohman office, all try-outs to 
be done here. Since the incident of 
“The Captive” the Frohman name 
has virtually disappeared, Miller 
presenting attractions under his 
own title. 


a 
i ‘ 
4 tat 
LEGITIMATE tj 
Wednesday, March 27, 1929 VARIETY 3 ~ 
a cceiaies ¢ 
— —_S— —— = — ee oe . Oren ; = —— ; st - <n aeeg y= rs : hig } 4 + 
3 @ . . | 3: 
Want Holdout Bway Mgrs. to Produce! { snows in Rehearsat }/Pavity Pays OM Cast MILLER WILL STICK TO i 
ows in Nehearsa = Sas ; 
pespite Part Waiver! BRITISH TRYOUT PLAN =| 
e * . . “A Message from Mars” (Guy Something of a mix-up occurred 4 ; 
Hits as S— S tri uting: Bates Post), Wallack’s. : ~ —echigpe Saturday when Murray - ' rf 
e | “ ’ ” ; *hillips started to pay salaries to ° : 
| Pa Sasi — the cast of “The andl : I sen: Claims Much Cheaper Over is 
: a), ; as an £ icy 4 . . < : 
a + “Under the Gas Light” “re players — agreed hee a (ot bsp nina With | f 
uineate etene (Yokel & Fay), Union Church. ms waiver 6 two weeks SRIF) ramoun - 
: ora-to-get ieetimate stage oro-/ ROBT. PARIS CONVICTED | | “Sectors ovis Seoncn mses | |suarantee with ruts” niin we aramou 
ducers with sure-hre ms teh | (Lawrence Boyd), Booth. presented the show paid each play- . ; 1 : 
ea for dialog pictures are going to “Jonesy” ~ ae age er $50. Thev contended the mini- Following more or less closely 1 
‘hance to prove that the OSTOR y (Bootne), mas _ ; : ‘ . ; along the production lines he set : 
have a chance asl ; sador. mum was $100 or $200 for two jae he an oe es ; 
prices they are Senne aia eet aie “The Camel Thru the Needle’s weeks. nthe ws a bare “a Poe hyena as } 
ported by values. Eye” (Theatre Guild). Guild Phillips was advised that regard- } -* oF, WhO revurnes nine Pare tes 
It is understood that Paramount Chicago, March , - last week, stated he would adhere : 
: 
3: 


Two to Come 


First of the Miller English pro- 
duced shows to arrive here is 
“Journey's End,” which opened to 
extravagant praise by the review- 
ers last week. However, there are 
to be two additional productions of 
the show which will be made over 
here. “Journey’s End” is not typi- 
cal of Miller’s plan nor is ‘“Berke- 
ley Square,” current in London and 
which is to be brought to Broad- 
way in September. “By Candle- 
light,” due here at the same time, 
is to be tried in England but Mil- 
ler will have the production made 
over here and shipped abroad, 
Shows which he feels are ready, 
when brought here, will be shown 
for a performance or two in a near- 
by break-in stand, such as Great 
Neck, then opened in New York. 
Miller’s plan does not cal) for en- 
gaging only English actors for his 
plays. For those plays written by 
American authors, actors may be 
taken from this side for the Eng- 
lish trials. The manager explained 
that during the summer many 
American players go abroad on va- 
eation and the choosing of a cast 
should not be such a problem. 
Miller declares that “The Card- 
board Lover,” done in association 
with A, H. Woods, cost $32,000 to 
produce here. It was a success but 
when he produced the same show 
in England it cost but $4,000 to put 
on and he then conceived the idea 
of trying out his shows over there. 
Miller’s principal complaint anent 
what he says are excess produc- 
tion costs concern back stage labor, 


Guest Star Policy to 
Replace Elmhurst Vaude 


The new Queensborough theatre 
which was opened by Frank Wirth 
and George Hamid last fall in Elm- 
hurst, L. I., will switch from vaude- 
ville and pictures to stock starting 
Monday. Reconstruction of the two 
way boulevard has blocked the ap- 
proach to the house, affecting its 
regular policy. Subscriptions for the 
stock season, however, are claimed 
to have assured its success. 

The stock will be presented by 
W. A. Brady, Jr., and Dwight D. 
Wiman, under the guest star sys- 
tem. The new policy will extend for 
at least six weeks. The house which 
was recently wired will offer Sun- 
day concerts of vaudeville and talk- 
ing shorts. 


$4,000 FOR MAJESTIC 


Boston, March 26. 

Majestic theatre is going over to 
pictures, having been leased by 
Warners from the Shuberts for a 
period of one year. 

Understood the rental is 
weekly for the bare walls. 
will be wired, 








$4,000 
House 





Craven Writing for Lloyd 
Los Angeles, Mareh 26. 


Frank Craven, following the clos- 
ing of “The 19th Hole” in San 
Francisco, has signed to write dia- 





log for Harold Lloyd's picture now 
in the making. 

(raven also will co-operate in 
j devising titles for the silent versior 
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7 Shows in N.Y. and Comment 


Figures estimatec and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
mediocrity or loss. The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. Variance 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 
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play is also considered. 





Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
admission scale given below. Key to classification: 
D (drama): ® (revue): M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


Also the size of cast, 


C (comedy); 








Admission tax applies on tickets over $3. 


“A Most Immoral Lady,” Cort (18th 
week) (CD-1,094-$3). Holy Week 
(current) figured to be low-water 
mark of spring period; business 
has been away off, anyway, but 
up somewhat last two weeks; 
“Lady” claimed over $8,000. 


“Animal Crackers,” 44th St. (23d 
week) (M-1,323-$6.69). One week 
more to go; will tour next season; 
business somewhat affected; $20,- 
000. 

“Blackbirds,” Eltinge (47th week) 
(R-892-$3). Drop here not mate- 
rial; colored revue probably g0- 
ing until end of season; quoted 
around $17,000. 

“Boom Boom,” Casino (9th week) 
(M-1,477-$5.50). Held over this 
week, instead of closing: goes to 
road; about $15,000; “Music in 
May” next week. 

“Brothers,” 48th St. (14th week) 
(CD-969-$3). Date indefinite and 
may go into summer period; busi- 
ness holds to paying figures; bet- 
ter than $10,000 claimed last week. 


“Buckaroo,” Erlanger’s. Taken off 
last Saturday; played a week and 
one night; business very bad. 

“Caprice,” Guild (13th week) (C- 
914-$3». :Guild’s newest money- 
getter; playing nine performances 
weekly and virtually tied for non- 
musical leadership; $21,000. 

“Conflict” Fulton (3d week) (CD- 
913-$3). dLaying off this week for 
script reyision; new version will 
be played next week, with critics 
asked to review show again. 

“Courage,” Ritz (25th week) (D- 
945-$3.85). Went off with the 
field lately, but still making coin 
and should last out the season; 
last week about $11,000. 

“Dynamo,”: Beck (7th week) (D- 
1,189-$3), Subscription period is 

» over; another week; last week 
again around $13,000; “The Camel 
Through the Needle’s Eye” to fol- 
low April 15. 

“Fioretta,” Ear] Carroll (8th week) 
(M-968-$7.70). Getting big money, 
but readjustment of salary sched- 
ule made because of high operat- 
ing cost: claimed $35,000. 

“Follow ru,” Chanin’s 46th . St 
(12th week) (M-1,413-$5.50). The 
leader in ticket demand and ex- 
pected to outlast any current mu- 
sical; $41,000 right along. 

“Front Page,” Times Square (334d 
week) (C-1,057-$3.85). With house 
and show under same manage- 
ment, still making some _ coin, 
though ‘slowed up considerably; 
$9,000 estimated. 

“Good Boy,” Hammerstein's (24th 
week) (M-1,400-$6.60). Ought to 
improve after dropping under 
$17,000; being cut-rated. 

“Harlem,” Apollo (6th week) (D- 
1,168-$3). Claimed to be climb- 
ing and should make the grade on 
novelty; colored cast meller; 
quoted at nearly $12,000 last week. 

“Hello Daddy,” Cohan (14th week) 
(M-1,371-$5.50). Doing fairly well; 
pace last week estimated at 
$16,000. 

“Hold Everything,” Broadhurst (25th 


week)  (M-1,477-$5,50). A real 
musical smash, with capacity 
nearly every performance after 


first month; $31,000 and more. 

“Holiday,” Plymouth (18th week) 
(C-1,012-$3.85). No weakness here, 
either; like “Caprice” and “Mima,” 
virtually tied for non-musical 
leadership; $21,000. 

“Indiscretion,” Mansfield (4th week) 
(D-1,050-$3.) Doubtful of going 
much further; has not been able 
to better $6,000 eait. 

“Journey's End,” 
(2nd week) (D-946-$3.85). Pre- 
sented last Friday night; all Eng- 
lish ¢ast attraction drew excep- 
tionally good notices. 

“Kibitzer,” Royale (6th week) (C- 
1,118-$3). Certainly looks like a 
winner; business very good with 
last week's takings estimated go- 
ing to over $16,000. 

“Lady Fingers,” Vanderbilt © (9th 
week) (M-773-$5.50). Moves to 
Liberty next Monday; good show, 
but pace a disappointment here; 
around $14,000. 

“Let Us Be Gay,” Little (6th week) 
(C-530-$3.85), Gave an added ma- 
tinee last week which accounts 
for a gross better than $13,000; 
one of the newer successes. 

“Little Accident,” Ambassador (25th 
week) (C-1,200-$3). Holding up 

>» surprisingly well; business has 
been averaging around $14,000 and 
proposed tour may be off until 
mext season. 

“Meet The Prince,” Lyceum (5th 
week) (C-957-9e3). Eased off to 
about $8,500 last week; is protect- 
ed by theatre parties this week, 
which goes for a number of other 
attractions. 

“Mima,” Belasco (16th week) (D-1,- 
100-$5.50). Engagement may ex- 
tend to June 1, with tour dated 


- for autumn; holds to big money; 


nround $20,000 weekly. 
“My Girl Friday,” Republic (6th 


Henry Miller's 


week) (C-901-$3). Said to have 
climbed with both house and show 
making money; police pinch prob- 
ably did this one a good turn; 
$9,000, estimated. 


“Pleasure Bound,” Majestic (6th 
week) (R-1,775-$5.50). Moved up- 
ward somewhat last week when 
pace was well over the $35,000 
mark; not capacity but quite sat- 
isfactory. 

“Security,” Maxine Ellict (1st week) 
(D-924-$4). Presented by the 
Shuberts; written by Esme Wynne 
Tyson; .Margaret Anglin heads 
east; ‘opens Thursday (March 28). 

“Serena Blandish,” Morosco (10th 
week) (C-1,893-$4.40). Book play 
has been doin~ very well consider- 
ing the doubtful opinions at the 
premiere; last week claimed $12,- 
000 again. 

“She Got What She Wanted,” Wal- 

lack’s (4th week) (C-776-$3). 

Jumped last week, business al- 

most doubling previous week: not 

that that means much coin: 
$4,500; plenty of extra advertis- 
ing but may catch on. 

“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (66th week) 
(M-1,150-$6.60). Date of road tour 
may be set soon: but Zieggy's 
smash of last season still collect- 
ing coin; quoted at more than 
$31,000, 

“Skiddina,” Bayes (45th week) (C- 
861-$3). Can turn a small profit 
at modest gross, costing little to 
operate; around $4,000 or a bit 
more; cut rates. 

“Spring Is Here,” Alvin 38rd week) 
(M-1,387-$5.50). Newest of the 
major musicals more than held 
first week’s pace; more than $29,- 
000; capacity is considerably more 
but business figured to build as 
with same firm’s “Hold Every- 
thing.” 

“Strange Interlude,” Golden (61st 
week) (D-900-$4.40). Long dis- 
tanee play with long run to its 
credit should easily finish out:a 
second ‘season; off a bit but plenty 
at $14,000. 

“Street Scene,” Playhouse (12th 
week) (D-872-$3.85). Figured the 
actual dramatic leader; in nine 
performances weekly the pace is 
holding to better than $21,500. 


“That Ferguson Family,” Masque 
(14th week) (CD-700-$3). Doubt- 
ful of continuing; moved here un- 
der a two weeks’ guarantee ar- 
rangement which includes next 
week; less than $2,500. 


“The Age of Innocence,” Empire 
(18th week) (C-1,099-$4.40). Has 
several weeks more to go: will 
tour next season for a time; has 
made good; last week off; about 
$12,000. 

“The New Moon,” Imperial (25th 
week) (O0-1,446-$5.50). Easily the 
best of season’s operetta produc- 
tions; holds to excellence money; 
$36,009 aid more. 

“The Red Robe,” Shubert (14th 
week) (O0-1,395-$5.50). Business 
has been ranging between $18,000 
and $19,000 for some weeks; ex- 
pected to come back and last 
through spring. 

“The Town’s Woman,” Craig. Taken 
off last Saturday: played two 
weeks; sponsors expectant of re- 
suming next week, probably in 
another house. 

“The Whispering Gallery,” 49th St. 
(7th week) .¢D-708-$3), Low cost 
mystery play that appears to be 
getting by; cut rates the answer; 
$6,000 estimated. 

“Three Gheers,” Globe (24th week) 
« M-1,418-$6.60). Another two 
weeks after this: plays four 
stands on tour then ends season; 
has been around $35,000. 

“Whoopee,” New Amsterdam (17th 
week). (M-1,700-$6.60). Little or 
ne drop in pace, which tops the 
Mst; ‘should last into next season; 
*/$49,000.. \ 


/ Bpecial. Attractions—-Little 


ov Theatres «= 
“The Perfect Alibi,” Hopkins; 
English mystery play will in- 


sert matinee daily next week 
(Easter). ; 
“After Dark,” revival; 
boken; advertises 
, weeks in advance. 
“The Black Crook,” revival; Lyric, 
Hoboken; also reported big. 


Rialto, Ho- 
tickets eight 


French Musical Comedy Co., Jol- 
son’s; 4th ‘week. 

“The Lady From The Sea,” revi- 
val; Bijou. 


“Cyrano de Bergerac,” Hampden’s; 
revival. 

“The Trip to Scarborough,” Cherry 
Lane; Jitney Players, 

“The Yellow Jacket,” Coburn; 
vival, closed last Saturday. 

“The Earth Between,” Province- 
town. 

“Bare Facts,” Triangle. 

“§S. S. Glencairn,” Garrick. 

Civic Repertory, 14th Street; 
Le Gallienne’s company. 


re- 


Eva 





Fay Marbe, specialties; Belmont. 
Ruth Draper, monologs; Comedy. 














. e 
Pittsburgh Figures 
Pittsburgh, March 26. 

“Blossom Time,” in its 14th en- 
gagement here, did close to $20,000 
at Alvin last week, Not a name in 
cast. 

At Nixon, “Dracula,” in second 
and last week, grossed about $14,- 
000, off about six grand, but figure 
still considered good. Dark this 
week, reopening April 1 with Tyler's 
“Macbeth” and closing season after 
“Rio Rita,” playing return, week of 
April 15. 


“RITA'S” $120,000 
MONTH IN Chl 


_—— 


“Jarnegan,’ $72,000, 
Looks Like Summer Run 


Chicago, March 26. 

Legit remained at a _ standstill. 
In the top money class only “Rio 
Rita” and “Jarnegan” stood out. 
Ziegfeld repeater was sensational at 
the large-sized Auditorium scaled 
at $3. Wound up Saturday night to 
four weeks that easily netted over 
$120,000. Richard Benhett opus talk 
of the non-musicals and looks like 
summer run. It moves to the tiny 
Selwyn in a few weeks. 

“Diamond Lil” is skidding. 
the low overhead is keeping it go- 
ing. Strong mats are holding “Scar- 
let Woman” in at the Cort, averag- 
ing between $9,000 and $10,000 
weekly. “White Lilacs,” a recent 
starter at the Selwyn, dwindling 
and off in two weeks. “Royal Fam- 
ily.’ occupying the other Twin next 
door, is another one of those un- 
explained things. Started great 
then iapered off. 

“Rosalie” has let down considét- 
ably. Zieggy bucked himself when 
he brought back “Rio Rita.” 








Only 


“Dugan’s” Long Stay 


Three more houses dark this week 
with “Mary Dugan” vacating the 
Adelphi after 31 weeks, “Music in 
May” blowing the Great Northern 
and the Auditorium shuttering again 
except for concerts and _ recitals. 
“Jealousy,” two character piece, 
opens at the Adelphi Sunday for six 
weeks, with “Blackbirds” scheduled 
to follow May 12. “And So to Bed” 
will be transferred from the Garrick 
to the Great Northern the 31st and 
will stay there until April 28, when 
“Boom Boom” goes in for a run. 
“Connecticut Yankee” will be. the 
Easter attraction at the Garrick, 
while “Dracula” will relight the 
Blackstone at that time. 

Two newcomers last week didn't 
fare so well. “Beggars Opera,” re- 
opening the Playhouse, was just a 
weak sister. Reported $6,000 gross, 
takes air end of this week with the 
house going back to sleep. D’'Oyly 
Carte Opera company at Erlanger, 
while doing better, confined to se- 
lected music lovers. Also blows 
Saturday night with Thurston “ar- 
riving. 

Only one opening this week, Isa- 
dora Duncan Dancers, with Irma 
Duncan at the Majestic. “Gay 
Paree,” winding up two uneventful 
weeks in the house and heading 
east. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Beggars Opera” (Playhouse, 1st 
week). Plain bust; just disturbed 
house from its long nap at $6,000. 

“Jarnegan” (Woods, 5th week). 
Going strong, no signs of weaken- 
ing. Hit around $22,000. 

“Diamond Lil” (Apollo, 9th week). 
Interest of curious letting up; 
around $16,000. 

“Mary Dugan,” (Adelphi, 31st and 
last week). Went out in style, clos- 
ing to $11,000. To Washington from 
here. 

“And So to Bed” (Garrick, 4th 
week). Refuses to wave either way; 
stancing pat around $10,000, con- 
sidered good enough to move it to 
the Great Northern next week. 


“White Lilacs” (Selwyn, 3d 
week). Slipped about $3,000 last 
week to .$14,000.: , 

“Scarlet Woman” -(Cort, 10th 
week). Around $9,000 and profitable 
but expecting to leave very soon, 


returning to Coast. 
“Rosalie” (Illinois, 9th week). 
Failed to withstand competish and 


gradually paving the way out. 
Brought around $30,000. 

“Royal Family” (Harris, 7th 
week). Managed to pick up a bit 


to go about a grand over previous 
week gross; still not good enough. 
$16,000. 

“Music in May”. (Great Northern, 
Sth and last week). Closing rush 
brought in a few extra shekels. 
About $15,500. 

“Rio Rita” (Auditorium, 4th and 
last week). Strongest repeater 
town has had in years. tot away 
fast and held the pace to the finish. 
Wound up to around $31,000. 

D’Oyly Carte Opera (Erlanger, 
ist week). Couldn't interest the 
mob; about $12,000. Out after this 
week, 

Isadora Duncan Dancers (Majes- 
tic, Ist week). Opened Sunday to 
highbrow crowd for two weeks. 
“Gay Paree” exited softly to about 
$21,000. 









Only 4 Philly Houses Open, Record: — 
And Even Then Grosses Look Sorry 





Philadelphia, March 26. 

This week sets something of a 
record for Philly. Out of ten legit 
theatres, four are opén. This is the 
smallest number of houses lighted 
during a regular season (Septem- 
ber to May) in many a day. 

Probably it is just as well. Biz 
last week was frightful. Ziggy 
brought “The Three Musketeers” 
back to the Erlanger for a single 
week before closing his beautiful 
operetta, and reported around §32,- 
000, between $8,000 and $9,000 un- 
der the weekly average of engage- 
ment in January. However, that 
led the town. Still not strong 
enough to keep the show in Holy 
Week. 

Runner-up was “Lovely Lady,” 
in second and final week at the 
Shubert Theaire. This Mitzi vehicle 
did well enough here to warrant a 
continuation, but the management 
decided not to cancel bookings. 
Show claimed better than $25,000. 

“Blackbirds” took a jump after 
slipping steadily for twe weeks. 
The colored revue reported $20,000 
for its eighth week at the Garrick. 
Sure until middle of April and may 
be into May. 

“Good News” was down to $13,500 
in seventh and final week at the 
Chestnut. |Probably got a profit on 
six out of its seven weeks here, 
great for a repeat with a cheap com- 
pany and without names. 

Balieff’s “Chauve Souris” did not 
repeat their Boston success, but 
then ' ‘Gest has never been partic- 
ularly fortunate: with his 
here, ,.With' a $3 top this; novelty 
chaiimed atound $14,000; fair; 

“Skidding” opened at the: Walnut 
to a great set of notices from the 
second-stringers. Not strong in first 
week but gives great promise of 
building into a moderate hit. 
agement figures on escaping some 
of the Holy Week blight because 
of small competition and then go- 


ussians. 


Man-. 


ing ahead for dough. 
weeks. 

‘this Thing Called Love” dropped 
very slightly and is still the strong- 
est non-musical of this end of the 
1928-29 season. Comedy is set to 
stay with extra matinee scheduled 
for next week. Might make nearly 
two months of it here, reversing 
New York and Chicago. 

“Security” in second week at 
Lyric was pitiful. Draw of star, 
Margaret Anglin, helped first week, 
but off to 34,000 or less last week. 
Another weak sister that moved out 
Saturday was “The Suicide Club” 
which completed two disastrous 
weeks at the Broad. Still a third 
flop was “Friendly Enemies,” which 
closed a short-lived revival Satur- 
day after two miserable weeks at 
Keith's. 

No new ones this week for first 
time since fall. 

On Easter Monday there will be 
a flock of openings, mostly repeats. 
“This Year of Grace” at the Forrest 
and “The Bachelor Father” at the 
Broad, each for two weeks only, are 
the new ones, not counting the new 
Mask and Wig Show, “This Way 
Out,” at thé Erlanger for its tra- 
ditional fortnight. 

“Blossom Time,” coming into the 
Chestnut and being plugged for a 
run, “Manhattan Mary” at the Shu- 
bert and “Coquette” at the Lyric are 
the three returns. Another arrives 
April 8, “Paris,” with Irene Bordoni 
Which will wre-light Keith's after 
two dark weeks, one of them be- 
ing Easter Week. 

‘Estimates for Last Week 

“Skidding” (Walnut, 2d week). In 
first week, this littlagcomedy showed 
great promise though not so much 
actual strength. Around $7,000 re- 


May stick five 


ported, 
“Chauve Souris” (Forrest, 2d 
week). Russian outfit not up to 


(Continued on page 56) 
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ZINOZSED STS -WES TOF TITIE AVENE 


STERN BROTHERS wish to express 

their appreciation to the theatrical 

producers and artists for their valued 
patronage of our 


THEATRICAL 
BUREAU 


Undler the Direction of 
oldele Lowe 


and to announce a new 


THEATRICAL 
ACCESSORIES 
SERVICE 


Conducted by 
Mss Bertha 


under the supervision of Adele Lowe 


This department will specialize in: 


Leotards 


For consultation on costumes for stage, 
screen or personal wear, phone 
Longacre 8000 — Extension 50— 
Miss Lowe 


THIRD FLOOR 


Rehearsal Rompers 
Tights, ete. 
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) Bway Houses Dark, Only 43 
Holy Week Attractions Current 





Ten Shows Close as One Hit Appears in “Journey’s 
End,” Leader of Drama Field in Demand 





Broadway entered Holy Week, the | (Little), “The Black Crook” (Ho- 
; ark of each season,|boken), “Pleasure Bound” (Ma- 

low water mar Cad AN kat # 2 iestic), “Whoopee” (New Amster- 
with 20 theatres dark, not c ®&|dam), “Street Scene” (Playhouse), 
several others which have been| Holiday” (Plymouth), “Kibitzer” 
(Royale), “Show Boat” (Ziegfeld). 


more or less untenanted this season 
and last. Disregarding the several 
revivals there are but 43 current 


Cut Rates 





takes in the cut rates where the in- 
between shows and those ending 
runs are offered. It is low ebb here 


Daddy” (Geo. M. Cohan), “Skidding 
(Bayes), “A Trip to Scarborough” | to 





Faltering trade along Broadway 





From the Sea” (Bijou). 


week). 
tion must be a wow in this suburb 


Los Angeles Grosses 
Los Angeles, March 26, 


Eugene O'Neill's marathon drama 


as much as anywhere. The bargain| continues to dominate the burg. 
list: “Good Boy” (Hammerstein’s),| Third week of a six-week booking 
ss hf ce mo _| and doing smash trade. 

Boom, Boom (Casino), Lady _ Estimates for Last Week 
Fingers” (Vanderbilt), “Hello, Biltmore—“Strange Interlude” (3d 


Attraction of any descrip- 


get $26,000. 


(Cherry Lane), “Little Accident” Seente — “Silent House” (1st 

i week). Mystery opened snappily, 
(Ambassador), — A Most Immoral copping around $12,000. Closes tour 
Lady (Cort), “She Got What She| here April 13, returning to New 
Wanted” (Wallack’s), “Whispering | york. 
Gallery” (49th §t.), “Brothers” Majestic — “The Swan” (9th 
(48th St.), “That Ferguson Fam- week). Sagged a bit to $8,700. 
ily” (Masque), “S. 8S. Glencairn” Figueroa—"“House of Women” (3d 
(Garrick), “The Tenth Man” (Dav- week). Claimed over $8,000. 

64a ine f - 49 

enport), “Indiscretion” (Mansfield), _Mason Straight Thru Door” (2d 
mes a e »| week). Not standing up as antici- 
Harlem” (Apollo), “Dynamo”! pated, William Hodge show about 
(Martin Beck), “The Earth Be- $7,000. 
tween” (Provincetown), “The Lady Vine Street — “Broadway” (ist 


(Continued on page 56) 





‘FRISCO GROSSES 


San Francisco, March 26. 

The first week of three new ones 
resulted in a better showing. “The 
Front Page” went over big at the 
Curran and looks like run. They 
took to Walker Whiteside at the 
Columbia and latter part of week 
biz improved. 

One more week for “The Skull” 
at Duffy's » President. “Skidding” 
doing well at the Alcazar, 

Estimates for Week 

Curran—“The Wishing Well, first 
week $15,000. 

Columbia—“The Royal Box,” first 
of two weeks, about $11,000. 

Geary—“The Front Page” practi- 
cally sell out for first week, $22,000. 

Alcazar—"“Skidding,” $4,700. 

President—“The Skull,” one week 
more to go, $4,000. 


Green Street—“Easy for Zee Zee,” 
$1,900 





























attractions, 

The leaders, both musical and 
dramatic, seem to be getting all 
the money. Smash figures are be- 
ing drawn by such productions, but 
there is a wide gap between them 
and the straggling field. Some of 
the grosses are unbelievably low. 
Managers of such shows are literally 
throwing money against the wall. 


Monday Night Up 

This is the week of theatre 
parties, a sort of concentration of 
gales of tickets in blocks at a re- 
duction, the idea being to counter 
the pre-Easter slump. Monday 
night was something of a surprise, 
business bettering the first night of 
the preceding week and without 
party aid. As for most attractions, 
however, it is a matter of hoping 
that the dawn of Easter will ease 
up managerial financial worries. 

An indicated fresh hit came in 
last week when “Journey's End” 
opened at Henry Miller’s Friday 
‘night. Early this week in agency 
circles it was reported the English 
play had jumped to demand leader- 
ship, the brokers taking over all 
the lower floor and part of the bal- 
cony. 4 

Last week 10 shows closed on 
Broadway, two being added to the 
exiting list at the last minute. They 
were “Buckaroo” (Erlanger’s) and 
“The Town’s Woman” (Craig). Next 
week the dark spots will be about 
half lighted, with the arrival of nine 
fresh attractions. At least two are 
revivals, one being “Under the Gas- 
light,” which will be presented on 
the Bowery. The others are: “Mrs. 
Bumpsted Leigh,” Klaw; “Music in 
May,” which follows “Boom Boom” 
(held over this week) Casino; 
“Man’s Estate,” Biltmore; “Appear- 
ances,” Hudson; “Bird in Hand,” 
Booth; “Man of High Degree” (for- 
merly “Suicide Club”), Longacre; 
“Paola and Francesca,” Forrest; 
“He Walked in Hex Sleep,” Prin- 
cess. 


$20,000 Leaders 

The non-musicals leaders are 
“Street Scene,” “Holiday,” “Caprice” 
and “Mima,” ranging from $20,000 to 
$21,500; “Kibitzer,” $16,000; “Strange 
Interlude,” $14,000; “Let’s Be Gay,” 
“Dynamo” and “Little Accident,” 
$13,000; “Harlem,” “Age of Inno- 
cence” and “Serena Blandish,” $12,- 
000; “Courage,” $11,000; “Rrothers,” 
$10,000; “Front Page” and “My Girl 
Friday,” $9,000; “Most Immoral 
Lady” and “Meet The Prince,” $8,- 
000; others out of the running en- 
tirely. 
“Whoopee” still the musical lead- 
er at $49,000; “Follow Thru,” also 
a smash, $41,000; nearly all others 
have been affected except “Hold 
Everything,” at $34,000; “New 
Moon” excellent, nearly $37,000; 
“Pleasure Bound,” “Three Cheers” 
and “Fioretta,” $35,000; “Show 
Boat,” $34,000; “Spring Is Here,” 
$29,000 and should build; wide gap 
to the balance with “Animal Crack- 
ers” at $20,000 nearly through and 
“Good Boy” and “Hello Daddy” 
down to $16,000; “Blackbirds,” how- 
ever, strong at $17,000; “Lady Fin- 
fers,” $14,000, but should improve 
when moving to Liberty, next week. 


In the Agencies 


“Journey’s End” is the = only 
notable addition to the agency buys, 
Which totaled 20 this week. The 
list, too, now includes those Ho- 
boken revivals, “After Dark” and 
“The Black Crook,” which have at- 
tracted so much attention and trade 
from New York. The buys are: 
“Spring Is Here’ (Alvin), “Mima” 
(Belasco), “Hold Ever ything” 
(Broadhurst), “Follow Thru” 
(Chanin’s 46th St.), “The Perfect 
Alibi’ (Hopkins), “Fioretta” (Earl 
Carroll), “Three Cheers” (Globe), 
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“Caprice” (Guild), “Journey’s End” 
(Henry Miller's), “After Dark” (Ho- 





boken Rialto). “The New Moon” 
(imperial), “Strange Interlude” 
(John Golden), “Let Us Be Gay” 











Showfolk are busy folk, what 
with rehearsing and playing 
and one thing ’n another... 
They rather like I. Miller’s 
way of doing things. For in- 
stance, when they need shoes, 
they're not obliged to come in- 
to our store. A phone call will 
bring the store right to their 
dressing rooms... A selection 
of shoes in their size and an effi- 
cient salesman to see that they 
get exactly what they want. 


Service? Well, rather! 


Sbhowfolk’s Shoeshop 


As Showlolk Know--« 
I. MILLER\Does Believe in SERVICE! 
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BROADWAY AT 467 STREET 
Open until 9 P. M. 














et ear get ipo et eRe le Ken te jen B= 





—~ oes 





ER Aa eh TA CON Re te w 
a5 » - 


i i Oe | 


ee ad 


— ss 





ik 





WINE we ae 


Pee ee: 


a 


= 


cee 


. 


< Gee™ we 
‘* 


gl A GOO ET" 


te MRR tet RP NOS eS 
7 fons 


— 
we ne 


~ 


Pe OR te Pigs 


it etl Bg aoe 


CO wees tial 


PS tee 


ee ee er 


“ah 


ot  ~eet 
pa 


al 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, March 27, 1929 





JOURNEY" S END 





~ Plays on Broadway 


forme 
himse 


r school master and master of | 


If by u lifetime habit of self- 


angle, a piece that strives to create 
the suggestion of tremendous hap- 
penipgs without anything of surface 
moment visible, an unruffled exter- 
ior hiding tumult within. These 
players achieve just that by subtle 
means. There is a rather tremen- 
dous scene between the boy and the 
schoolmaster. Here 


| they are on the 

arrang with | ¢ lL Again a contrast from an- : 

Maur Browne, presents this Lor do . su may ans 4 I feut. Raleigh, fresh | ©Y® of their doom and the momen- 

ce var play in three acts by R, ~ , . <oe , wwapq| tous thing that passes between 

~ : from school and borne’ forward 7 

Sherriff Directed by James Whale Com- | , them is the schoolmaster’s reveal- 
any ited in England and brought! through pe ril and trial by the flame . ; 2 

_ , Miller At the Henry Miller, | of youth’s enthusiasm. ment to the worshipping youngster 

Ma 1) at $5.50 top , that he once was a football star and 

Ca ardy..e. cocee  LoVelyn erts Set apart com this quartet = “played for England.” 

Lic Reema at Leon uarter -mai e | is L ieut. Hibbert, a weakling and a Leon Quartermaine plays the 

Pri Mason. . Victor St antey craven who collapses in abject schoolmaster for every last ounce, 

eee: See Nbeiies ‘Keith x itiams | Spiritual hysteria under the test of|4 performance notable for its utter 
“ay in St LOPE. sess Colin eith-Jonneton age Th nan % " , > renrease . , 

Caj n nhope ~ tr - oat war. These five probably _repres¢ Nt! adequacy. No less impressive was 

2nd Lieut, Lt aed cceccccces Hienry enn : , me! 3 al q \ 

2nd Lieut. Hibbert.. ..Jack Hawkins | pretty much the range of spiritual) the acting of Colin Keith-Johnston, 

Compar Serge ant " tajor ..Syduey Seaward | composition that make the play a the young company commander, 

Be wena sancponwesernct tes ny Sona fascinating study in graphic, vivid) whose merciless demands upon his 
rime SOIT. cecececeeesseces So ywde trai nd ee 

~~ tne ee DOCtrasture. , hey | OW" Spirit carried him to the brink 

There isn't a moment when they | of frenzy. Victor Stanley, the mess 

A noteworthy literary achieve- do not live in actuality. The author sergeant, made that cockney role a 

ment, but a commercial play of dis- served in France and has here set gem of artless humor, the only 
. . Ma 2 > _ ‘ “ “= > s 

tinctly restricted appeal for a num- down something — that bears the bright spot in surrounding shadows. 

ber of reasons. Principal among} Stamp of authenticity, colored and] iyven the bits are played without 

them is its sombre tone and a de- illuminated with vast understand - flaw. Rush. 

pressing finale. Play has no femi-| ing, and sympathy and with much 

nine character, and practically no| shrewd observation. : 

romantic interest, and its English These men come and go in the FAY MARBE 

comedy is alien to us. Fact that it} drab quarters underground beset by 

is a war play, and a British war] their fears, their irritations, their]. Presented by Richard Herndon in_ series 

play at that, further limits its pos- yearnings for home and dreams of | of recitals at Belmont Theatre at $3 top. 

sibilities here, however, new in| the quiet and security of blighty or a 

viewpoints and fresh in treatment y sownd panics of terror, ~ while Fay Marbe made her bid as a spe- 

it may be. dreary routine goes on. 1€ mess]... wi = seal a : 
Maurice Browne, who sponsored| Servant is a particularly engaging cialist, offering a series of evening 
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entertainments at the Belmont last 
week. She was pleasing to see and 
hear, no doubt about that. Whether 
she can command a nightly draw is 
doubtful. It took Ruth Draper a 
number of seasons to build up a 
following. However, Miss Marbe is 
a chanteuse, while Miss Draper runs 
to characterizations. 

Miss Marbe framed her 
abroad, where she 
peared in Vienna, 
playing the Comedy in the latter 
city, the house being comparable to 
the Belmont in capacity. These ap- 
pearances were periodic between 
picture work in Germany. There 
was a lapse, too, when Miss Marbe 
was engaged for a London show 
which resulted in a court action, 

Her extended stay in Berlin and 
Vienna explains the predominance 
of German lyrics on her program. 
She explained the theme of many of 
the songs, some _ superflously. A 
number or two with a French accent 
and several in English. These had 
German verses and choruses follow- 
ing, with giggles the result. 

In two dances Miss Marbe was 
accompanied by her brother, Gil- 
bert, who appeared with her abroad. 
Best of these was the finale, labeled 
“Blue Danube Waltz.” She was bil- 
lowed in blue lace. A string ensem- 
ble on the stage supplied the music 
for the numbers and during changes. 
At times the band was boresome, 
the weak factor in the routine. 

Miss Marbe was in vaudeville 
prior to her European jaunt. She 
has an alluring personality, a good 
figure and neat limbs, which she 
displays as frequently as ever, and 
why not. Ibee. 
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Future Plays 


“The Great Bullkhan,” satire by 
S. J. Maishavsky, to be produced 
next season by Henry B. Forbes. 

“Broken Dishes,’ by Martin Fla- 
vin,.to be produced by Marion 
Gering next season. 

In addition to the return of “Ap- 
pearances,” the play by the former 
San Francisco bellhop, Garland 
Anderson (Negro) at the Hudson 
Monday night, a new show, is in 
rehearsal for Broadway. 

It is “Messin’ Around,” lyrics by 
Perry Bradford and score by Jimmy 
Johnson, will open April 15 at the 
Boulevard, Jackson Heights. A 
New York premfere is planned May 
1. In the all-Negro cast are Ster- 
ling Grant, Josephine Hall (dou- 
bling from the Cotton Club), Har- 
mony Trio, Wheedlin and Maitland 
and the Ebony Trio. Composer 
Johnson will direct the orchestra. 


“Swanee Swan,” by William H. 
Hendrickson and Charles Meaney, 
with music by DeKoven Thompson. 
To be produced next fall by Forbes 
Randolph, owner and director of 
Forbes Randolph Kentucky Jubilee 
Choir, 

“The Georgian,” to be produced by 
Jacob Weiser late this spring. 

“Congratulations,” a new comedy 
by Morgan Wallace which was tried 
out on the road last spring, is 
scheduled for a May production by 
Lawrence Shubert, a nephew of the 
Shuberts. Henry Hull will be the 
principal player. 

“Lovebound,” formerly “See- 
Saw,” by Thomas F. Fallon, will be 
tried out by Lew Cantor this 
spring. Helen MackKellar leads cast. 

“The Jade God,” by William E. 
Barry, to be produced early in May 
at the Princess by Walter Green- 
ough and Benjamin Stein. Cast in- 
cludes Margaret Wycherly and 
Frederic Worlock. 

“Broadway Nights,” to be pro- 
duced by the Shuberts, now being 
cast. 


routine 
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Five Shows Out 


Five more attractions 


day quite suddenly. 
“Buckaroo” 


taken off after playing 


it. 





BUCKAROO 


Opened March 16. Anderson 
(Journal) thot: “will bring the 
great open spaces to the wrong 
side of the footlights.” Win- 
chell (Graphic) found it “jerky 
and feeble.” 

Variety (Ibee) stated: 
chances.” 


“slim 











““The Town's Woman” independ- 
ently presented at the Craig was 
taken off Saturday after playing 
two weeks to small money. Also 
panned, 


a 





THE TOWN’S WOMAN 


Opened March 11. Generally 
slighted by first stringers. Os- 
born (Eve. World) said: “down- 
right dreadful.” 








“Boom, Boom” was supposed to 
have closed last Saturday, but date 
extended this week, show going on 
tour next Monday. “The Yellow 
Jacket” a revival was withdrawn 
from the Coburn last Saturday. Jit- 
ney Players down in the Village 
are due off this week, but may hold 
over. 





STOCKS OPEN 

Charles Carey's Glen Cove (L. I.) 
Co. opens April 12. Cast includes 
Sir John Dunn, Barbara Reynolds, 
Clifford Walker. 

Temple Theatre Co., Rochester, 
N. Y., starts April 15 under direc- 
tion of George Cukor and George 
Kondolf, Jr. 

Pitt, Pittsburgh, opens next week 
with George Sharp Players in sum- 
mer stock. Sharp, back pes third 
season, has 26-week lease on house 
and will play at $1 top. 

Ralph Murphy opens his stock 
season at Syracuse, N. Y., April 1. 
Cast includes Helen Baxter, Donn 
Cook, Ethel Wilson, Wm. Jeffrey, 


Lucia Laska, Albert Hayes, Mark 
Kent, Hugh O'Connell, Victor 
Adams and Mable Fields. H. J. 


Brown and Charles Rodgers, of 
First National, are interested with 
Murphy in the venture, the latter 
doing his own directing. 

Princess theatre, Montreal, opens 
April 29, with the Lyric Musical 
Stock. Cast, assembled by Matt 
Grau in New York, follow: Richard 
Powell, John Cherry, Larry Lee, 
William Gaston, Harry Reynolds, 
Annetta Gurlaine, Dorothy Kane 
and Helen Carty. 


LOS ANGELES GROSSES 


(Continued from page 55) 
week). Road show of this attrac- 
tion had downtown run last season. 
This Hollywood presentation by and 





with Franklin Panghorn. Started 
at $7,000. Small house. 
Mayan — “The Squawk” (4th 


week). Bought outright by new cut 
rate agency and being high pres- 
sured over the counter. Tie-up 
kicked up gross. Quoted $5,800. 

El Capitan—“Courage” (2d week). 
Henry Duffy's super-stock pieces 
behave with pretty uniform adher- 
ence to $5,000-$6,000. It’s a formula 
with Terry. This one around $5,600 
last week. 

Hollywood Playhouse — “Mother's 
Millions” (7th week). They like this 
old baby. $5,100 and indef. 

President—“The Skull” (8th and 
final week). Exit at $4,900. Leaves 
spook field to “Silent House.” 


are off 
Broadway’s list or will be by Sat- 
urday at which time several strug- 
gling shows may bow out. Three of 
the quintette stopped last Satur- 


presented by Hamil- 
ton MacFadden at Erlanger’s was 
a week and 
a night. Critics weren't keen about 


Engagements 


Charlotte Lansing prima “New 
Moon” (Chicago co.). 

Dorothy Sands, “Sea Gulls.” 

Ethel Allen, chorus girl, with 
“Hello Daddy” at the Cohan the<« 
atre, New York, has been promoted 
by the assignment of a part. 

Florence Marrener replaces Min- 
erva Wilson, “Follow Thru.” 

Eric Dressler, “Parsons for Two.” 

Ernest Glendinning, Mildred Me- 
Coy, “Before You're 25.” 

Dorothy Johnson, Gente Fursa, 
Phyllis Cameron (dancers), “ The 
New Moon.” 

Miriam Hopkins, Albert Bruning, 
Joseph Kilgour. “The Camel 
Through the Needle’s Eye.” 

Mary Smith replaced Barnett Par- 
ker in “The Red Robe.” 

Richard Short succeeds Frank 
Fayne in “The Whispering Gallery.” 

Majorie Marquis, “Caprice.” 

George LeGuere, Henry 
Players, San Francisco. 

Fritz Williams, Josephine Hull, 
“Parsons for Two.” 


AHEAD AND BACK 


May Dowling in Pittsburgh in ad- 
vance of “Boom-Boom,” at Alvin 
week of April 1. 

Leon Friedman in Pittsburgh in 
advance of “Rio Rita,” playing re- 
turn engagement at Nixon week of 
April 15. 

Eddie Heller, formerly with Keith, 
now publicity back with “Conflict” 
at Fulton, N. Y. Associated with 
Maxwell Joyce in campaign, 


Duffy 








Stock’s Florida Nose Dive 


St. Petersburg, Fla., March 26. 

After pulling the Plaza theatre 
here out of the red the Eviston- 
William musical stock company has 
taken a nose dive, with the result 
that this is the last week for the 
show. They will move to Tampa 
across the bay. 


Only 4 Philly Houses Open 


(Continued from page 54) 


pace elsewhere-but good consider- 
ing. Around $14,000. 

“This Thing Called Love” (Adel- 
phi, 4th week). Reali comedy hit 
of late winter season. Slightly off, 
but great at around $15,500. In- 
definite. 

“Blackbirds” (Garrick, 9th week). 
Went up a little with management 
claiming about $20,000. 

Lyric dark. “Security” got $4,000 
or less last week. 

Broad ditto, “Suicide Club” ditto 
last week. 

Shubert ditto, “Lovely Lady” bet- 
ter than $25,000 last week. 

Erlanger ditto, “Three Muskete- 
eers” led the town at $32,000. 

Keith’s ditto, “Friendly Enemies” 
around $3,000 last week. 

Chestnut ditto, “Good News” down 
to $13,500 in last week. 
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Blanche M. Lawrence 


is requested to communicate with 
C. A. Smith, Room 1602, 130 West 
42nd Street, New York City, in a 
matter of interest to her. 
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SONGSMITHS IN 
COAST EL ADO 


ee 


$4,000 a Week for One 
Theme Song Combo 





Los Angeles, March 26. 


Songwriters! 

Here everywhere just now and 
an top of the world. 

Tin Pan Alley has come west and 

one completely over. 

Forgotten song writers are get- 
ting and saving money in this set- 
tlement of studios. Other song writ- 
ers of more current fame are mak- 
ing it in and wondering if it will 
last. 

Talking picture salaries for writ- 
ing combinations run as high as 
$4,000 a week (for one combina- 
tion); $2,000 weekly for others while 
the lowest salary so far heard for 
the single writer is $300 a week. 

Besides which the songsters are 
eommanding much attention and 
respect. They have their own quar- 
ters on the lot, looked upon as 
wise birds in the show business and 
writing their heads off. 

In all of the days of the song 
writers since Charlie Harris was 
suspected of having bought “After 
the Ball” for $25 in Milwaukee, to 
the better days of the self managed 
writers’ publishing companies, noth- 
ing has ever broken so well for the 
music and word men as talking pic- 
tures and Hollywood, 

On one lot three.of the New York 
song fellows decided if they wanted 
to keep on the payroll they had 
better get right down to cases. The 
Jot’s executive had suggested they 
look around for a week or so be- 
fore starting to work. 

With their decision to hang on to 
the coin payer, the trio turned out 
15 songs without stopping. Think- 
ing that should be enough to let 
the bosses know they were song 
writers, the boys stopped to breathe. 
When they came to, the studio’s 
head informed them they had writ- 
ten a musical revue. It is now in 
the works. 


Walker Succeeds King 


Eddie King has been relieved as 
the executive head of the popular 
division of Columbia's recording 
laboratories. Frank B. Walker, 
formerly at the helm of the Har- 
mony disk, takes charge as song 
picker and general executive. King, 
a veteran recording man, continues 
as a laboratory supervisor. 

King came to Columbia from 
Victor where he was in charge. He 
followed W. S. McDonald from Vic- 
tor over to Columbia. 

Walker as head of Harmony, a 
subsidiary of Columbia, made that 
popular priced disk (it retails at 
39c. or three for $1 as against Col- 
umbia’s 75c, straight) a_ strong 
seller, 


Band Set eek Year 


Al Katz and his Kittens are 
booked until June 1, 1930. The sec- 
ont longest advance bookings is 
Coon-Samders, who are set until 
May 20, 1930. Both are M. C. A. 
bands, 

Katz is at the Far East in Cleve- 
land, where he returns next season, 
in the meantime slated for Young’s 
Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic City, 
for three weeks starting Sept. 1, 
followed by three weeks at Rose- 
land ballroom, New York. 











HOW JUDGMENTS GROW! 

Roy Bargy, Paul Whiteman’s 
Piano star, dodged obligation on a 
$147 judgment which a Toledo de- 
partment store, Neuhausel Bros. 
Co., obtained in 1924 against him 
in that city. They sued to collect 
in New York, but Julian T. Abeles, 
on Bargy’s behalf, proved that the 
Pianist had not been served. With 
interest and costs the judgment ex- 
ceeded $200. 





CHRISTIAN’S PARK DATE 

Tommy Christian opens April 27 
for the summer at Palisades’ 
Amusement Park. He stays 20 
weeks at the Schenck Bros. park. 
Christian is filling for Loew's with 
his orchestra until then. 


SERIAL’S THEME SONG 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
David Silverstein has completed 
& theme song to be used in each of 
the present series of “Collegian” 
Pictures, Nat Ross directing for 








Test Royalty Rights 
On Transferred Work 


Addy Britt is raising a novel 
point in a test case against Spier & 
Coslow, Inc., music publishers, who 
turned over “Was It a Dream?” 
which Britt co-authored, to Harms, 
Inc. The songwriter held a royalty 
contract with S-C for two-thirds 
of a cent on the sheet music and 
11 1-9 per cent of the mechanicals 
plus 16 2-3 of foreign royalties. 

When Spier-Coslow turned their 
song over to Harms, Ince., on a 
larger royalty basis, the original 
publishers paid off Britt in the ratio 
of what they got from Harms. Britt 
contends that he’s entitled to the 
percentages and royalty scale of 
the gross sales which Harms, Inc., 
makes and not on the percentage 
which S-C received from Harms. 

In other words, it has always 
been a custom where a small pub- 
lisher turned a song over to a larger 
firm to pay off the writers from 
the proceeds derived from the 
larger firm. This, the writers con- 
tend, tends to decrease their earn- 
ings. 

If Spier-Coslow received, for ex- 
ample in round figures, $2,000 as 
their mechanical royalty’ share, 
Britt argues that he is entitled not 
to 11 1-9 per cent of that $2,000 
but instead to 11 1-9 per cent of 
the gross mechanicals which 
Harms, Inc., received prior to al- 
loting share to Spier & Coslow, Inc. 








Want Royalty on Lyrics 
Used for Advertising 


Chicago, March 26. 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has filed 
30 suits against printers who have 
distributed advertising plugs carry- 
ing song choruses on the back, 

Suits ask for back royalties and 
an injunction restraining contin- 
uance of the practice. 


Old Berlin Songs Sold 


After contention between the two 
music publishing firms for a num- 
ber of years, Irving Berlin, Inc., has 
purchased the copyrights of some of 
the old Irving Berlin songs from 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co. 
Henry Waterson was dickering with 
Warner Brothers-Witmark for the 
sale of these old copyrights, which 
included “My Wife’s Gone to the 
Country,” ‘“Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,” “When I Lost You,” and 
others. Negotiations presumably 
hastened the Berlin, Inc., deal. 

Irving Berlin, formerly a partner 
in W-B-S with Ted Snyder, went 
into business on his own with two 
other business associaties. Snyder 
has since also bowed out of W-B-S, 
leaving Henry Waterson soleiy at 
the helm. 








Stops “Whoopee” Songs 


Determined to prevent use of the 
“Whoopee” songs, Florenz Ziegfeld, 
through the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
stopped Peter Higgins at the R-K- 
O Palace, New York, this week 
from singing “Makin’ Whoopee,” 
the Eddie Cantor novelty song in 
Higgins’ act on Sunday, but re- 
moved the following day. 

Jack Osterman, now m. cing at 
the Oriental, Chicago, was also 
halted from singing the production 
number sans authority. 

Higgins was heard ad libbing at 
the Palace: “Here’s where I go to 
jail,” while doing the number. 





Hospital Girl’s Recital 


Anita Tully, pathological tech- 
nician in Bellevue hospital, New 
York, has turned from science to 
song and will render a recital at 
Carnegie Hall, April 8. 

Miss Tully is a soprano and will 
donate the proceeds of her con- 
cert to the First Surgical Division 
of Bellevue hospital. 





EARL FULLER’S RETURN 


Earl] Fuller, one-time Broadway’s 
daddy of jazz, and now active in 
the midwest, has organized the 
Fuller Radio Advertising and 
Amusement Service, operating out 
of WFBE, in the Parkview hotel, 
Cincinnati. 

Fuller is aiming at a come-back 
as a dance band leader. 





Peters on “Feathers” 
William F. Peters is putting to- 
gether the score of “Four Feathers” 
on the coast for Paramount. 
Peters did the original score for 
“'Way Down East.” 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Spitalny’s Travels 
Phil Spitalny, doubling from the Hote] Pennsylvania grillroom with the 
Capitol, where he is guest conductor at the picture house, makes eight 
trips nightly back and forth from hotel and theatre in order to make his 
schedule. He conducts two nightly overtures at the theatre, and relays 
with a waiting taxi in order to play the dinner and supper dance sets 
and also making the broadcasting period on time. 








Songs Sell Themselves 

It was suggested to one music publisher that he bolster his proressional 
staff. This firm is strongly allied with a powerful picture producer, 
hence the soundness of his argument: “Why should I put on a heavy 
‘nut’ that way; I've got the greatest medium—the screen—plugging 
for me and my songs. What more do I need? As publisher of the 
biggest musical comedy on the screen I have one of the greatest juveniles 
in the business singing my catalog twice a day and other of my picture 
numbers plugged five and six times a day in the swellest theatres.” 





Remote Control. ‘ 
The way the picture-music biz is tied up, eventually music executives 
like Bobby Crawford of DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, Inc., and Jack 
Robbins will have to be on the Fox and Metro lots regularly. In fact 
both have been propositioned to do so and take charge of things and, 
if possible, conduct their business out of Hollywood. 





° Jazz Origins 

Jay Gorney, composer, and Frances Homer, daughter of Madame 
Louise Homer, are being offered for a whole evening's entertainment. 
Miss Homer offers a series of characterizations in dramatic sketches, 
while Mr. Gorney’s offering is a pianolog lecture recital. The main 
part of his act is a discussion of popular folk songs of other nations 
and of popular American songs, with a demonstration of the manner 
in which the themes of the latter are lifted from the classics and 
other sources, 

Mr. Gorney plays four compositions from which “Yes, We Have 
No ‘Bananas” was built, these including a movement from Handel's 
oratorio “Messiah,” Balfe’s “The Bohemian Girl,” “My Bonnie Lies 
Over the Ocean” and “Aunt Dinah’s Quilting Party.” 

He explains that the secret of jazz lies in the “allure of familiar 
tunes not quite recognized through the veil of a syncopated setting, 
which, by its speed and nervousness reflects the tempo of the coun- 
try, and by the superimposition of an uneven, broken melody on a 
strict and even base gives an effect which permits the presentation 
of old aires in new settings.” 





New Cut-In Angle 

Probably as much the fault of the music publishers, the latter are 
experiencing a new gyp form of “angle.” It’s from the picture syn- 
chronizers who have been propositioning this and that firm for a royalty 
slice in lieu of their favoring one or another publisher's catalog of 
copyrights. Culling the majority of melody themes from a publisher’s 
catalog naturally gives him a sizeable economic advantage on the 
royalty dividends from the wired fields. 

Of course, before the synchronizers learned how to ask for theirs, it’s 
a cinch, that the publishers, who as a class are full of more angles than 
any other show business adjunct, were probably the first to wise them up 
to that angle, 





B. A. Rolfe is doing the unusual of taking two-line ads on the front 
page of the New York “Times” to plug himself and his orchestra booking 
service for private engagements. 





Three Smaller Firms Stand Out 

It’s extraordinary that with no theme song hullabaloo, three smaller 
firms have suddenly come to the fore on the strength of popular or pro- 
duction numbers. Jack Mills came out of the red with “Girl of My 
Dreams” and the sensational “Blackbirds” score. Joe Morris’ “Melan- 
choly Baby” revival and current “Carolina Moon” did wonders for that 
firm, and Milton Weil in Chi with his “Sweethearts on Parade” and now 
the coming “Dream Train,” is sitting pretty. 





A Request . 
Variety received a strange request from an advertising agency repre- 
senting an important radio account. It was asked to express an opinion 
whether a popular type of ether program was to be favored over the 
classic style. 





Teller, the music printer, states that the first time in his carreer he is 
printing two songs from the same show in 50,000 editions, That these 
are screen musicals might explain it. The songs are “Broadway Melody” 
and “You Were Meant For Me.” 

Jack Robbins, the song publisher, pulled a nifty with David Bernstein, 
of Loew’s, with whom he was negotiating on the now consummated 
Metro-Robbins alliances. Robbins insisted that the “Broadway Melody” 
songs be published regardless just so that M-G-M have them on hand for 
the premiere in New York. The publisher told Bernstein that it wasn’t 
a matter of money, and that if the deal fell through Loew’s could do 
whatever it pleased about the publication rights. Bernstein okayed the 
friendly gesture and, as it happened, everything was set although at 
the time, some other firm might have got hold of the “Broadway Melody” 
tunes if the publisher-producer hookup failed to come through. 


Chain Stores Kill Indie 


S. H. Kress, the 5c to $1 retail 
syndicate, has re-installed sheet 
music in its Los Angeles store and 
is doing a clean-up, pricing the 
sheets at 30c. 


Business has been pulled to such 
an extent in the L. A. store that 
Miss Johnson’s Music Shoppe, long 
a standard on the coast, has been 
forced out of business, 





Carnegie Mgr. Resigns 


John Brown, well known figure 
in the musical world, is resigning 
as general manager of Carnegie 
Hall, effective April 1. 

Brown has been there for the 
past five years. He was previously 
business manager of the Metropoli- 
tan Opera for 15 years. 


WHY HOTEL BANS RADIO 


Bernie Cummings, Hotel Biltmore 
maestro, has been signed by Victor 
as exclusive recording artist. Cum- 
mins was last with Brunswick and 
while no broadcasting notable, 
owing to the hotel’s objection to 
radio, he has been a big seller. 

The Biltmore’s ban on a radio 
wire into the hostelry is John Mc- 
Entee Bowman's idea of keeping 
the hotel exclusive. 








G. & S. Operettas in Sound 


Harry Rapf will produce a series 
of two and three-reel condensations 
of Gilbert and Sullivan standards 
as talking shorts and possibly in 
Technicolor for M-G-M. 

Jack Robbins with whom Metro 
is allied in music publishing gave 
the firm the idea. Robbins mean- 
time is exploiting a Harold Dixon- 
edited anthology of G. & S. song 
favorites. 


China Boy, He Go Chop 
Henry Lee, who was Lee Tong 
Li when a member of the Chinese 
quartette in vaude known as the 
Chung Hwa Four, has quit the 








Lyman Royalty Award 


Chicago, March 26. 
Abe Lyman obtained a judgment 





of $1,235.64 against Waterson, Ber- 
lin & Snyder for royalties on “Mary 
Leu.” Represented by Phil Davis. 





stage and gone all-chow mein. 

Lee recently assumed the owner- 
ship and operation of Pinetum Inn 
at 158 Nagle avenue, Dyckman sec- 
tion of New York. 


3 of 4 Best Sellers Are 
Now Film Theme Songs 


Current best sellers find three of 
the first four picture theme nume 
bers. Two are Berlin, Inc., publi- 
cations, “Weary River” and 
“Marie,” from “The Awakening,” 
which rate third and _ fourth. 
Remick’s “Precious Little Thing 
Called Love” from “A Shopworn 
Angel” is still the No. 1 song of 
the country and Joe Morris’ “Caro- 
lina Moon” waltz is now second 
after topping in sales recently. 

A production song, “Lover Come 
Back to Me,” from “New Moon,” is 
row the fifth best seller, and ascrib- 
able solely to radio. Since Harms, 
Inc., removed the broadcasting re- 
strictions, the ether entertainers 
have gone heavy for this tune. 

Sixth best seller, “Sweetheart of 
All My Dreams,” is another radio- 
made product, published by Shapiroe- 
Bernstein, and accredited to Rudy 
Vallee for sole and initial starting 
to hitdom. Waterson’s “Wedding 
Bells,” Weil's “Sweethearts on 
Parade,” Robbins “If I had You” 
(also radio-famed), DeSylva's “Bute 
ton Up Your Overcoat” from “Fole 
low Thru” (also unusual for a show 
to produce a_ widely circulated 
seller) and Feist’s “My Mother’s 
Eyes,” theme of “Lucky Boy,” fole 
low in sequence, 

Others which are selling well ine= 





clude “Avalon Town,” “Dream 
Train,” “Deep Night,” “Glad Rag 
Doll,” “Caressing You,” “That’s 
What I Call Heaven,” “Down 


Among the Sugarcane,” “Broadway 
Melody” and “Song of Songs for 
Me.” 

Music biz still quiet; 
the weather. 


Lent and 





Name Bands Booked for 


Grauman’s Hotel Room 


Los Angeles, March 26. 


With the Blossom Room at the 
Hotel Roosevelt put over since its 
opening with the Henry Halsted 
orchestra, Sid Grauman who is sort 
of generalssimo of entertainment 
for the enterprise is arranging to 
bring name orchestra into the 400 
seater every three months, 

Contracts have been signed to 
replace the Halsted outfit June 1 
with Aronson’s Commanders. Then 
it likely that the Waring Band may 
follow them. Upon the opening of 
the Commanders, Harry Richman 
will function as master of ceree 
monies for one week in the room, 

This it is said he will do withe 
out pay as a tribute to Joseph M, 
Schenck who has brought him here 
to make a talker picture, Schenck 
is the head of the company which 
owns the Roosevelt, 





Copyright Music Suits © 


The Little Club in the basement 
of the 44th St. theatre is alleged to 
be playing copyrighted music for 
profit without a license from the 
American Society, as a result of 
which suit for an injunction and 
minimum damages of $250 has been 
filed by the A. S. C. A. P. on bee 
half of DeSylva, Brown & Hendere« 
son, Inc. Song involved is “Cream 
in My Coffee.” 

Raymond Theatrical Corp., pice= 
ture house at 385 City Island avee 
nue, Bronx, N. Y., is being sim« 
ilarly sued by Harms, Inc., copys 
right owners of “Tea for Two.” 





Columbia-Victor Talk 


Persistent reports of Victor (now 
Radio-Victor) absorbing Columbia 
Graphaphone. Latter rates as sece 
ond to Victor and was repeatedly 
spoken of as merging with Bruns« 
wick although both companies dea 
nied it. 

Columbia does M-G-M’s synchro 
recording. Victor is swamped with 
about everything else for the disk 
process, excepting Warner Bros,’ 
Vitaphone which does its own rea 
cording on the 18-inch disks. 

Columbia very sound financially 
with Louis Sterling, 
British Columbia Graphaphone Core 
poration, swinging English capital 
into the American firm, 





HEIDT’S BAND AS F-M UNIT 
San Francisco, March 26, 
Horace Heidt and band, now at 
the Warfield, will be sent out as @ 
Fanchon and Marco stage “Idea,” 
Tour starts April 4, playing the 
entire Coast circuit. Several spe< 
cialty girls will be added. 
Eddie Peabody replaces Heidt and 
band at the Warfield for two weeks 
and then heads his second F & M 





unit starting April 18. 


Al 


head of the * 


A eR ee one 


EE ARE ERE TR a tr er 





HMR 


ee ee 
jem 
oe 








VARIETY Wednesday, March 27, 1929 




















ae ee. Ge" oy A See ee eee ee ee LE ee eee -™ a 
, . eA a ye eee Se A i ae ld oa ails at ee : 7 
re wa te = 5 an er 4s Va re EEO! LAPT od nin BD 
SS ia ee r ee ie tee Sa : _ a oe 
” aoe ~ — em tc a 
- — 








wee 
y 


A Aeillgyp iyp yy 
MUS SSX Y ay Pal] 
Y Li AWNZZ 
/ j Hy NK Yj YY 
! VAY « SS yy 
iH : Wj ¢ iid UI 
‘ Yj 


SEs 





Grigsby-Grunow Co. 
Manufacturers of Electric Radio Sets and Combinations 


LEADERS IN THE 
RADIO WORLD 


Announce oy, 


WENDELL HALL 


“The Red-Headed Music Maker 
Mighty Monarch of the Air” 


LEADER IN THE WORLD OF RADIO ENTERTAINMENT 


Presenting \. Pane 


MAJESTIC 


“Theatre of the Air’”’ 


>>> >_> > >_> >_> >> 


~ 














A Forty-seven Station Weekly Feature Over the Columbia System 





Wendell Hall, the first radio entertainer to become 
nationally famous—the first record artist to broadcast 
—the first songwriter to popularize via radio that great 
radio hit of his composition, “It Ain’t Gonna Rain 
No Mo’ ”—the first artist to sing over a network of 
more than three stations—and the first artist in history 
to make a WORLD TOUR of Broadcasting Stations 
—and now—the first Radio Advertising Specialist! 











ARTISTS—SEND YOUR BILLING, PUBLICITY 'AND ROUTE SHEETS 


WENDELL HALL 


Managing—Director of Broadcasting 
SUITE 1505 


Temporary Headquarters, KNICKERBOCKER HOTEL, 120 W. 45th St., New York City 
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NIGHT CLUBS— MUSIC 








SEAGOING JOY 
SPOT FOR N. Y. 


Schwartz Promoting Con- 
verted Warship on Sound 








Lov Schwartz, of the Club Rich- 
man, is negotiating with a view to 
operating a floating night club on 
Long Island Sound this summer. 
The S. S. Amphitrite is the boat 
that is being sought for this pur- 
pose by the night club operator 
and if the deal goes through it is 
his intention to have George Olsen 
and his orchestra as the attraction 
aboard ship when the Long Island 
season gets under way. The Olsen 
orchestra is now at the Club Rich- 
man, 


The Amphitrite, a reconverted 











SAMMY CARR 


Piksiaout Theatre, 
Brooklyn 


Receives hundreds of compli- 

ments on the rich musical tone 

quality and beautiful construction 
of his 


B&D SILVER BELL BANJO 


THE BACON BANJO CO. 


INCORPORATED 
GROTON, CONN. 




















Musical Director 


Conducting Pit Orchestra 
Overture and Special Scores 
WITH ORCHESTRA OF 30 
Also Conducting and Supervising 
Stage Band Presentations 
WITH BAND OF 20 


CAPITOL THEATRE 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 











Trace May 








A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 





East ef Broadway ——— 


naval cruiser, is being operated as 
@ floating hotel at Brunswick, Ga., 
by a New York syndicate. Since 
purchasing the boat from the gov- 
ernment about four years ago this 
financial group has taken a heavy 
loss in its operation as a combina- 
tion hotel and night club in Georgia 
and Florida waters. 

The Amphitrite made its appear- 
ance in Lake Worth off Palm Beach 
three years ago prepared to offer 
opposition to the night life spots 
ashore with a girls’ pee as 
its chief entertainment draw. Com- 
plaints were filed by Palm Beach 
hotel men. with the town council 
stepping in and restraining the op- 
erators just as the society set that 
winters there seemed about to give 
the boat a heavy play. 

Financial and legal troubles fol- 
lowed with the ship lying idle in 
Lake Worth until towed to Bruns- 
wick last summer. 


“Wired Radio” Near 
Reality m Cleveland 


Wired Radio, Inc., is fast becom- 
ing a reality. With the advent of 
spring, the first wiring will take 
place in Cleveland next month, 
with other municipalities to follow. 

Wired Radio, Inc., is sponsoring 
this “wired wireless” system. The 
corporation is a subsidiary of the 
North American Corp., a $60,000,000 
utility outfit, controlling the public 
light and power plants in many 
cities in the United States. 

A firm in Schenectady is at work 
on a cheap receiving horn, consist- 
ing of a parchment receiver with 
some coils, said to cost no more 
than 68c to manufacture, for use 
with this “wired wireless” set. 

Entertainment service will be $1 
and $2 a month, depending on the 
type of horn, with a series of three 
programs available, divided in type 
as to popular, elassic and educa- 
tional, and changeable with a switch 
for choice. 








Heavy Cooing Motif 


The Freddie Riches are reton- 
ciled. The former Hotel Astor 
maestro, now a $25,000 a year man 
with the Judson Radio Program 
Corp. over the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System, sued his wife, Peggy, a 
former Tiller, girl, for divorce. 

Since then they’ve kissed and 
made up. 


WALL ST. COLD TO MUSE 


Beethoven Symphony Orchestra, 
Inc., on financial rocks. No esti- 
mate of debts and assets in bank- 
ruptcy schedule. Orchestra head- 
quartered at 49 Wall street and en- 
dowed by downtown backers who 
tired of the enterprise. 


RITTER “STAYS PUT” 


Murray Ritter is not leaving Ber- 
lin, Ine., to align with Witmark- 
Warner’s as its professional man- 
ager. It is understood Ritter was 
about to sign a $15,000 contract for 
three years when he changed his 
mind and remained with Berlin. 
where he started. 








Cut $250,000 Music Melon 


The American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers will 
split up about $250,000 for their first 
quarterly melon of 1929 during the 
first week of April. 

The Society’s annual meeting is 
held tomorrow (Thursday) at the 
Ritz-Carlton, when a beefsteak din- 
ner will be served. 








Tunesmiths on Screen 
Los Angeles, March 26. 
Archie Gottler, song writer, and 
Arthur Kay, musical director, are 
appearing in scenes of Fox’s 
ovens Follies.” 








WANTED 
Organized Orchestras 


of ten, eleven or twelve men for 
summer engagements starting ap- 
proximately May 1. Include with 
application letter photographs, per- 
sonnel and press material. 
Address—Box 1770, Variety, Woods 
Theatre Buailding, Chicago, IN. 

















all 





A Little Bit of France, Just Off Broadway 


PIROLLE RESTAURANT 
145 West 45th St., New York 


French Food Served as in a Parisian Cafe 
A ta Carte Ali Day—Our Own Cake and Pastry 
Table d’hote dinner $1.25 (5 to 9 p. m.) and Sunday 
day 














Changes Pend Among 
Pelham Road Places 


The Pelham Parkway roadhouse 
situation this season will have Gene 
Geiger once again controlling two 
inns, the ace clicker of last year, 
Woodmasten, and the Pelham Heath 
Inn, which he took over last fall. 
Vincent Lopez opens personally 
Easter Sunday at Woodmasten, be- 





ing associated with Geiger in the | 


conduct of this roadhouse. At 
Pelham Heath, Geiger will have a 
colored :how and band on Saturday 
night. 

The Crying Goldmans are back 
again at Castillian Royal, right 
across the road from Pelham Heath, 
after threatening to bow out. Jack 
Goldman, with his brother Chick, 
are the moving spirits, and are 
flirting with a name band to buck 
Lopez. A] Goldman is more or less 
retired, engaged in another busi- 
ness. 

Geiger at first approached Ben 
Bernie to take hold of Pelham 
Heath, and thus create his own 
competition, in opposition to Lopez 
at the neighboring Woodmasten. 
3ernie turned it down, knowing that 
Lopez was the big wow up Pelham 
road last season, while Geiger’s 
idea to oppose himself and Lopez, 
was to forestall the Goldmans. 

Further up the road, the city has 
condemmed the California Ramblers 
Inn, the sign being removed a 
couple of weeks ago. Arthur Mac- 
Lean at Hunter’s Island Inn with 
a mo-couvert and 50-cent table 
charge for Saturdays is doing a 
mass biz, while the Red Lion Inn, 
Post Lodge and the rest will be 
back in the field again as before. 


SMALL’S PARADISE 


(Black and Tan) 


Probably the nearest approach 
to a combination of a Barbary 
Coast, St. Louis and New Orleans 
honky-tonk, with a dash of neigh- 
borly Harlem low-down atmosphere, 
which is peculiar unto itself, is this 
Seventh avenue black-and-tan at 
135th street. Probably not the most 
comfortable or edifying night to 
make stepee, still there’s no denying 
that on post Saturday from mid- 
night until dawn, more homely na- 
tive local color—literally and figura- 
tively—comes under one’s eyes 
without the necessity to migrate 
any further through the Black Belt. 

How those hot steppers react to 
the sizzling Charlie Johnson jazza- 
pation! There’s plenty of hot music 
in Harlem, notably Duke Ellington 
at the Cotton Club, and Le Roy 
Smith at Connie’s Inn, but the lIat- 
ter almost rate with the effete white 
bands, in that they cater almost 
wholly to the Caucausian tourists. 
It’s at Smalls with the tariff low 
and the couvert off—although they 
make up for it by getting $1.50 for 
a split of mineral water, plus a 50c 
toll for a bow] of cracked ice—that 
Johnson and his steaming synco- 
Pators get almost a 50-50 play on 
the colors, although that percentage 
is more nearly reached toward the 
early a. m. “breakfast dances” when 
the natives are at their hottest. 

Johnson appeals to the low-down 
in both races. Playing “mean and 
dirty music” for native edification, 
the whites, by contract, are most ap- 
preciative of the insinuating indigo 
modulations and (therein lies the 
appeal) they seem to vie with the 
Aframericans in cutting up wicked. 
If a native of Black Belt danced in 
half the fashion those tough Harlem 
whites do of Saturday nights, the 
dusky eatering crew would probably 
shunt the offending negro out. The 
whites get away with plenty. 

The show on the floor is pretty 
goshawful, especially in contrast to 
the crack Dan Healy and Leonard 
Harper revues holding forth at the 
Cotton Club and Connie’s, but it’s 
the free show during the rhythmic 
struggles that pass for dancing 
that’s worth more than an eyeful. 

On a week-day one can enjoy one 
of the greatest and most provoca- 
tive dance bands in the country to 
better advantage. There’s more el- 
bow room and no need for the 
daneing-on-a-dime rough stuff. But 
for the free looks, especially for the 
new or intermittent Harlem visitor, 
don’t miss Small’s Paradise on a 
heavy night when the peasantry 
have their innings. 

As a supplementary suggestion, 
this coming Easter Sunday night, 
i.e., Monday morning, Johnson and 
Ellington's band from the Cot- 
ton Club will stage a battle of 
music. The hoofing starts aft 3.30 
Monday a. m. and lasts until 8 that 
morning. Following which one may 
zo to bed or to work; depends on 
your schedule of duties. Many of 
the natives, with their nocturnal 
portering and manual labor tasks do 
their hoofing at these unholy hours 
sleep through the day and are up 
for the economic struggle toward 
evening. Abel. 








Charles L. Fischer closes with his 
orchestra at the Roney-Plaza, 
Miami, April 1, and returns to Kal- 





amazoo, Mich., his Prnearerers: 


“_<_se*«@ “-«- - ~ 


‘etal? Air Drive 
March 26. 

As a means of spreading propa- 
ganda for “flesh and blood orches- 
tras” in the movie theatres, the 
Minneapolis Musicians’ Union is 
following Chicago and is using 
WCCO, local radio station; for a 
half-hour broadcasting weekly. 

Pleas that the public urge the 
theatre managers to “humanize 
their music” are sandwiched in be- 
tween selections by the unions’ 35- 
piece orchestra. The orchestra 
members donate their services for 
these concerts. 

Only six loop theatres now em- 
ploy orchestras. 


Minneapolis, 





C. B. SS NEW HOME 


The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem Bidg. opens in May at 485 
Madison avenue, at 52d street, The 
CBS will combine its executive of- 
fices and broadcasting studios in 
one structure, just as the National 
Broadcasting Co. did. 

CBS’ home office is now in the 
Paramount building with stations 
WABC and WOR, the key stations, 
located on 57th street in Steinway 
Hall, 
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Chi Frolics’ Coskaal 
Chicago, March 26. 
Another attempt to reopen the 
Frolics will be made around the 
middle of May, when the govern- 


ment injunction on the place ex- 
pires, 

About six months ago a compro- 
mise was effected to allow the spot 
to open as a high class restaurant, 
but too much ballyhoo spoiled the 
plan and the lid was kept on. 





England’s Biggest Hit 


“IF | HAD YOU” 


is Now America’s Song 
Sensation 


We took this number over 


from Campbell-Connelly, one 
of the foremost’ British 
firms, and easily proved to be 


The Best Melody Fox-Trot 
We Have Published 














LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 





| IRVING AARONSON ! 
and HIS COMMANDERS 
This Week (Mar. 25) 
Loew’s State, New York 
Next Week (Apr. 1) 
Loew’s Metropolitan, Brooklyn 


Nightly After Theatre 
CLUB RICHMAN 


| PHIL FABELLO | 


and His 
ORCHESTRA 


Presentation Feature 


RIVERSIDE THEATRE 


New York City 











{| THE BRICK TOPS | 





(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 


America’s Greatest Girl Band 


THIS WEEK 
K-A, RICHMOND — 


Permanent Addre 
28 West North St., Indianapetie, Ind. 


| DANNY CAIRNS 


And His 
R-K-O MELODY BAND 
Now Permanent Feature Each Week at 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 


' Lee Angeles 
BILLY SMALL, Director 


| JACK DUNN. | 




















| ‘ROY FOX _| 


“The Whispering Cornetist” 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
AMONG THE STARS 
MONTMARTRE CAFE 
HOLLYWOOD 








| OWEN FALLON | 





and his 
CALIFORNIANS 


OUR 1lith MONTH AT 


PALAIS DE DANCE 
LOS ANGELES 





| VINCENT LOPEZ | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
ST. 3EGIS HOTEL 


New York City 





CHRIS MANN | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


LAFAYETTE CAFE 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 





| PHIL PHILLIPS | 


BAND 
NOW PLAYING 


CLUB BAGDAD 


“Seuthland’s Most Beautifal Club” 
DALLAS, TEXAS 


| JESS STAFFORD | 














and HIS ORCHESTRA 


NOW 
PALACE HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 
P. 8.—Brunswick Recerding 


PAUL WHITEMAN| 





And His Greater Orchestra 
indefinitely 
ZIEGFELD MIDNITE FROLIC 


Personal Direction, 


aAMES F. GILL ESFIB 





AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


CINDERELLA ROOF 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


(JEAN GOLDKETTE| 
Orchestras 


VICTOR RECORDS 











| TOM GERUNOVICH | 


ROOF GARDEN ORCHESTRA 


; Exclusive Brunswick Artiste 


ROOF GARDEN CAFE 
Broadway and Kearney Sts. 
San Francisco 


FROM DETROIT 


MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now at the Million Dollar 


ARCADIA BALLROOM 


New York City 
| HENRY HALSTEAD | 
And His 
VICTOR RECORDING eae 


NOW PLAYING 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 




















| GEORGE OLSEN 


AND HIS MUSIC 
Final Week 
CASINO, MIAMI 


Office: 20 West 43d Street 
New Work City 


VICTOR RECORDS 


| B.. A. ‘ROLFE aa 


Radio’s | $s Sennallins Conductor 
STATION WEAF 


Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 
Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 
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Ringling-B. & B. Circus 

John Ringling watched his big 
show get under way earlier than 
usual last Friday evening (March 
®1) within New York's newest in- 
door arena, the Coliseum at Star- 
light park, Bronx. It’s a 10-day 
date up there, the show’s first move- 
ment being to Madison Square Gar- 
den for three weeks, starting Easter 


Monday (April 1). 

Considering that it was virtually 
a cold premiere, the opening per- 
formance was commendable. It was 
a difficult assignment for Fred 
Bradna, Pat Valdo and the rigging 
crew to ready the place in less than 
two days. When the razor backs 
started working there was a sloppy 
track to conquer, in some places the 
mud being more than an inch thick. 
The building used is the forme: 
main hall of the Sesquicentennial, 
Philadelphia, the structure being 
taken down and transported here. 

The big thing about this sea- 
son's show is the cannon act of 
Hugo Zacchini, billed as “the hu- 
man projectile” and imported from 
Germany. No doubt about it being 
a corking exhibition, in fact sen- 
sational. Not strictly new, having 
been done here a decade back and 
nearly forgotten. 3ut the present 
stunt is more spectacular and 
the distance traveled through the 
air into a net by Zacchini is greater 
than the earlier flier. 

The Ringling outfit is the first ot 
the outdoor shows to grab _ the 
novelty, but by summer time at 
least four similar “sensations” are 
due on this side. By the time the 
Ringling show reaches Chicago, the 
country will be populated with can. 
non acts. 

Zacchini’s machine looks like a 
howitzer mounted on a motor truck. 
Saved for the show’s finale. The 
gadget is backed up in one of the 
side entrances and after consider- 
able selling the gun is pointed up 
ward, about an 80 degree angle. 
The black powder explosion at the 
breach is the bunk. Zacchini is pro- 
jected high in the air by compressed 
air. It is claimed his pneumatic de- 
vice is better than others abroad 
which use springs, but that is 42 
question, The man shooting through 
the air with arms used propeller- 
like, looks as daring as the show- 
man contend it is. The flight ‘s 
about 70 feet, perhaps more. 

Missed from the premiere was 
Lillian Leitzel, recently returned 
from Berlin, where she was desper 
ately ill with pneumonia. The classy 
aerialist is expected to be well 
enough to join the show when it 
reaches the Garden. She was so 
weak when leaving Germany that 
she was carried to the train by Phil 
Wirth. 

Because of Leitzel’s illness, Con 
Colleano is the only solo act work- 
ing alone (excepting the cannon 
act). Colleano’s routine is un- 
ohanged nor does it need anything 
different. The forward somersault 
on the wire finds no rival in pres- 
ent-day wire performances. Con is 
great and always was. His act and 
some of the others would have 
looked better had the Coliseum been 
equipped with spotlights, which will 
go in at the Garden. 

Some of the freak exhibitions, 
new last year, are again present. 
The showman’s laugh, that sea cow 
billed “Goliath,” the sea elephant, 
was trundled around the _ track, 
barking as his trainer threw him 
fish. Then there was Yasso and 
Gunga, the Hindoo that parks his 
dome in the elephant’s mouth and 
is carried around the track. Last 
year they worked in a ring. 

A new boy, John Tiebor, is work- 
ing the seal acts this year, Huling 
being out. The animals looked 
young and were smaller than usual, 
but pulled about the same routines 
save at the musical finale, which got 
areal hand. The seal acts seemed 
too long, but will doubtless be 
speeded. George Denman again has 
the elephants. 

The Wallendas, high tight wire 
act, which was the sensation of last 
year's show, are again high in per- 
formance rating. There are two acts 
doing the same routine this season, 
however, added being the Rellmuts, 
having six people as against the 
three Wallandas. The new turn 
works over a net, the Wallendas 
again performing without one. Be- 
sides that, the presence of the girl 
top-mounter in the latter turn puts 
it distinctly out in front of the other 
act. 

Equestrienne acts did not seem to 
shape up as well as usual, in fact 
the menage riding impressed as the 
best of equine displays. The Or- 
rin Devenports, Ernestos and the 
always classy Reiffenach girls are 
on twice in the rings. 

The flying display is again topped 
by the Codonas. There is no more 
graceful flier than Alfredo, while 
Lalla’s catching was faultless the 
first night. The girl in the turn now 
is Vera Bruce. She sure looked 
good in tights. Clara Cadonna is 
with the show, riding menage. The 
Siegrist and Siegrist-Silbon troupes 
are again in the flying division. In 
numbers of people they looked 
somewhat curtailed and that goes 
for several other family turns. 

In the acrobatic division are the 
Picchianis, Rubio Sisters and Yac- 
copi troupe. Latter were off form 
the first night, missing a number of 
ceptional, the number of horses used 


being considerably reduced. Trained | 


| zebras were present, but the spec. 
| tacular 
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animal pyramid was out. 
High trapeze acts were numerous 
as ever, there being Bernard Dooley, 
Aerial Clarks, Albert Powell, the 
Markels Lucita Leers, Winifred 
Colleano, Grove-Masco duo, Ira Mil- 
lette and M. Aljos Miss Colleano 
singled with her heel catch and leap 
stunts, but it is Miss Leers who is 
especially featured in this display. 


Very clever little German girl, still 
wearing the medals she won as a 
kid. The perch acts about same as 
usual with the Jahns, Olveras, 
Elietts, Arleys and Karolis. 

The wire workers were in a com- 
bined display, which had Ramona 
Ortiz, the Mexican girl who broke 
her arm at the start of last season; 
Nelson and Nelson, Harry Rittley, 
Arenas, Harts and Maximo, The lat- 
ter has finally been moved up to the 
center and certainly merits that on 
cleverness. Herberta Beeson not in 
the line-up this season. 

Show again opens with bar acts, 
of which there are three as against 
two last season. Display is much 
improved. job Eugene has the 
troupes. Head slides handled by B. 
Dooley and John Ortez, with Junglo 
(Max Kidd's act) in the monk rope 
slide working in the middle. Ella 
Bradna and her sight animal act is 
working center as usual, the other 
rings being worked by menage spe- 
cialists at the same time. Idea is to 
speed performance, but the Bradna 
act, pretty as ever. Colored pigeons 
new and looked great. 

The wild west and posing displays 
are present as usual. Theo Nelson 
not present. The clowns include 
such old boys as Jules Tourneur, 
perhaps 80 years of age, and still 
going. Bluch Landoff stood out with 
a funny bit, while carrying a board 
on the head. Shorty Flynn also 
around, with the laughing clown and 
those boxers. 

First night the show did not start 
until 8:50 because former Governor 
Al Smith was late in arrival. The 
clock was going on to 12 when they 
called it quits. By now more than 
half an hour has been cut from the 
running time. ; Tbee. 


Too Many Autos 
Concord, N. H., March 26. 


Canobie Lake, N. H., famous 
summer park for the past 35 years, 
is the latest resort to succumb to 
automobiles. Founded and main- 
tained by a trolley company, the 
resort has fallen upon hard times, 
with the result the trolley company 
is taking up its tracks and leaving 
Canobie without public transit. 
Like other New England parks, 
Canobie formerly depended on its 





picnic trade. During the last two 
years it entertained only one picnic, 
a Chinese tong outing from Boston. 





INCORPORATIONS 


BOSTON 


© 

The Maine and New Hampshire The- 
atre Co. of Massachusetts, with head- 
quarters at Boston, has been granted a 
charter of incorporation. The capitali- 
zation is 1,000 shares of no par stock. 
The incorporators are Richard J. Dobbyn, 
Clifford J. Shaw and William A. Sulli- 
van, all of Boston. 

The Boston Civic Theatre Co. of Bos- 
ton has been granted a charter of in- 
corporation to conduct a business of 
theatrical proprietors or producers. The 
capitalization is 5,000 shares of no par 
stock. The incorporators are George R. 
Russell, James S. Russell and Oscar W. 
Haussermann, all of Milton. 


CONNECTICUT 


F. and W. Amusement Co., Inec., 
Springdale, motion pictures, vaudeville 
and producing; $50,000, 500 shares $100; 
paid in, $15,000. Incorporators: Max 
Cohen, Lina Belle Cohn and William J. 
Kiernan, all of Bridgeport. 





BARNES OPENS 27TH 
Al. G. Barnes circus opens sea- 
son at Baldwin Park, Los Angeles, 
March 27. 





First Hair Cut in 30 Years 

* Minneapolis, March 26. 
To mark his retirement from the 
show game, C. A. George Newman, 
veteran hypnotist and mind reader, 
has had his long locks shorn. It 
was Newman’s first real hair-cut 
in more than 30 years. He plans 
to open a book store. Long hair is 

no agset in this line of endeavor. 


eee 


BILLS NEXT WEEK 


(Continued from page 43) 


Prozenko Terrace Garden 

Kinsky Art Kassel Bd 

Friken Turkish Village 

Geo Stcherban Bd George De Costa 
Raphael Al Gaut 


Edgar Rice 
Melba Caldwell 
Herbie Zeller Bd 
Samovar 
Romo Vincent 
Charlotte Van Dae 
Masked Countess 
Virginia Bilis 
Koehn & Ronayne 
Billy Kranz Bd 


Margie Ryan 
Freddie Janis Bd 
Uptown Village 
J Corrigans Bd 
Vanity Fair 
Rick & Snyder 
Larry Vincent 
Bonnie Adair 
Dot Meyers 
Keith Beecher Bd 








Aster Rose Doucette 
E Dougherty Orch Swanee 

Carlton Max Lowe Ent 
Meyer Davis Orch Venus 

Chantecler Harry Brasse 

Paul Fidelman MeWilliams Orch 
Meyer Davis Orch Wardman Park 
t Lotus Max Lowe Ent 
Irvy Boernstein Or 7 Aces Orch 





GERMAN PERMITS 


(Continued from page 2) 





to conduct business all over the 
world in the exported films are en- 
titled to apply. 

Applications must contain the 
name of the exported films, the 
German producer, the name of the 
country to which exported and the 
foreign buyer, the date of the sales 
contract, the amount of the pur- 
chase price agreed upon, the date 
and the amount of the payments re- 
ceived in 1927-28 and the method of 
payment (cash, checks, transfers, 
etc.). Drafts will be considered oniy 
in so far as they have been drawn 
before April 1, 1929. 

The application must further 
show that the amounts named were 
actually received and regularly 
entered at the time given and for 
the sale of the exhibition rights of 
tilms mentioned, and that no rebate 
of any kind has been granted. 

The information contained in the 
applications concerning the foreign 
purchaser, the sales price, and the 
payments received, will be treated 
confidentially and will not be trans- 
mitted to members of the Film 
Foreign Trade Committee or any 
other examiners without the per- 
mission of the applicant. 

All firms claiming a right to ex- 
port premium permits must present 
their applications by March 31, 1929, 
to the Film Foreign Trade Com- 
mittee. 


SAPENE ON QUOTA 


(Continued from page 2) 


to Will Hays. He says French 
quota regulations and other re- 
strictive rules were adopted when 
he failed to negotiate with the Con- 
tinentals. 

Allege Hays Promise 

Frenchmen declare that when 
Hays was in Paris last year, he 
promised he would look into the 
possibilities of distribution of 
French pictures in the United 
States upon his return and would 
do something to further a showing 
of foreign material in the Ameri- 
can market. 

Sapene now declares that in spite 
of many urgent queries from 
France, Hays has ignored the sub- 
ject since his return home. 

No matter what the real situ- 
ation is, Sapene says, all European 
producers believed that the Ameri-+ 
can industry has a tacit under- 
standing to keep foreign films out 
of the home market, and argues 
that contingent and quota laws are 
merely counter measures. 

The French cinema leader does 
not go so far as to ask that French 
films be forced on the American 
public, but he does advance a plan. 
He would like to see trial show 
ings. He suggests that Americans 
take, say, a dozen of the best avail- 
able French pictures, chosen on 
quality from the country’s entire 
output. Americans could make 
some sort of a down payment upon 
delivery and then supplement that 
with a percentage of what the pic- 
tures make in America. 

Stand on Test 

He says the French industry will 
stand on such a test. 

Sapene declares France is de- 
termined to make pictures and all 
Europe feels the same. Screen 
product cannot be compared, he 
argues, with any other commodity 
as it is the medium for propaganda 
and are known to have a marked 
effect upon public sentiment. 

Along the same line Jacques 
Haik, distributor and owner of 
Cienvox, a talker device, is offer- 
ing through the Hays organization 
a plan of his own, This scheme 
contemplates offering Americans a 
group of the best French films 
with the understanding that they 
be exhibited in third or fourth run 
houses for a period of a year. If 
at the end of the probationary year 
the French films are a financial 
failure, there would be nothing to 
do but accept the American ver- 
dict. 

Film situation as regards Ameri- 
can product is at a_ standstill. 
Partisans just don’t seem able to 
get together. Nearest approach to 
action g0 far was when French of- 
ficials asked the U. S. commercial 
attache to submit a _ proposition, 
and put it in writing, which, of 
course, was refused. 

Paramount isangling for a means 
to get 35 of its pictures in here 
and is reported having approached 
Sapene, editor of “Matin,” the Gov- 
ernment newspaper, in preliminaries 
to this end. 

Lately mutterings have been 
heard both from the French and 











from the American factions con- 





Obituary 





WILLIAM NORRIS 


William Norris, 67, comedian, died 
March 20 at his home in West 
Bronxville, New York, of a com- 
plication of diseases. 

The veteran actor had been on the 
stage for 30 years and during that 
time had created numerous leading 
comedy roles in musical produc- 
tions. He was a New York boy 
and he made his stage bow at the 
Standard theatre, N. Y. in Decem- 
ber, 1891, in “The Girl From Mex- 
ico.” 

His widow, son, William Norris, 
Jr., and two sisters survive. 

Among some of the playsin which 
Mr. Norris appeared were “The 
Children of the Ghetto,” “Babes In 
Toyland,” “Tom Jones,” “The Soul 


“DADDY” 


Easter and Your Natal Day 


MRS. JO PAIGE SMITH 









Kiss,” 
Good 


“The 
“Maytime,” 


“Madame 
Little 
“White Wings,” his last stage work 
being in “A Connecticut Yankee,” at 
the Vanderbilt theatre. 


Sherry,” 
Devil,” 





HARRY BERNARD 

Harry Bernard, 59, actor, a 
brother of the late Sam Bernard, 
died March 25 in Mt. Sinai Hospital, 
New York, of a complication of dis- 
eases. He was unmarried. 

Mr. Bernard had been on the stage 
many years, playing small parts and 
until the death of Sam he was as- 
sociated with him. 

He appeared with Sam in “The 
Rich Mr. Hoggenheimer.” His last 
public appearance was at the re- 
cent Eddie Cantor dinner. Of the 
Bernard brothers only Louis sur- 
vives, Sam, Richard and Harry hav- 
ing died. 

The funeral will be held at 11 a. 
m, today, auspices Jewish Theatri- 
eal Guild. 





JOHN W. GILLILAND 

John W. Gilliland, 54, actor, died 
recently in New York of a compli- 
cation cf diseases. He first at- 
tracted attention by his voice as a 
member of the Paulist choir. 

Mr. Gilliland had been with a 
number of musicals and light opera 
companies, having sung principal 
roles in Gilbert and Sullivan operas 
and played leads in Dion Bouci- 
cault’s plays. , 

Interment in Calvary cemetery. 





George W. Stanley died March 2 
at Alpena, Mich. He was the father 
of Charles Stanley (Kafka, Stanley 
and May) and Elmer and Eddie 
Stanley (Stanley Bros. and Attree). 

Deceased is survived by his wid- 
ow and 16 children. 





Daniel T. Sullivan, who formerly 
conducted the Oneco Hotel, New 
Haven, died of septic poisoning in 
that city March 22. Latterly he 
operated a well Known restaurant 
there. As a young hotel man he 
was popular among professionals, 
particularly vaudevillians. Mr. Sul- 
livan was 44. 





Samuel J. Steinberger, long con- 
nected with the Arlington Hotel, 
Washington, D. C., died last week. 
He was widely known among the 
theatrical profession. 


RICHARO PITROT 


Richard Pitrot, 78, one-time vaudes 
ville artist and who quit the stage 
to become an agent, devoting muck} 
of his time to the importing of for 
eign acts for American theatreg, 
died March 21 in Presbyterian Hos. 
pital, New York, of diabetes. 

Mr. Pitrot came to New York 4 
years ago and opened at Koster & 
Bial’s with an act in which he di@ 
imitations. Later he engaged ig 
the agency end and became a globe 
trotter in the sense that he signed 
up hundreds of acts for engage« 
ments on the Keith circuit. He wag 
for many years a contributor te 
The Clipper. 

He is survived by his widow 
(Mme. Ancion), a former circus 
trapeze artist, and one son. 

When Mr. Pitrot became toe 
feeble to attend to theatrical work 
the N. V. A. and William Morris 
contributed weekly to his support, 

The funeral was held last week 
under N. V. A. auspices, with in- 
terment in Kensico cemetery, 





JOSEPH LAEMMLE 


Joseph Laemmle, 76, eldest 
brother of Carl Laemmle, died 
March 22 in Universal City, Cal, 
of heart disease. He is survived 
by his widow; a son, Edward 
Laemmle; daughter, Beth Laemmle, 
and three brothers, Carl, Louis and 


Siegfred. Interment was in Holly- 
wood. 

In the early days of the tilm 
industry, Laemmle was a sales- 


man for IMP, and itn later years 
handled real estate activities for 
Universal. 


LOTTIE FAYETTE 
Lottie Fayette, 45, of the veteran 
Fayette Sisters, died of septic 
poisoning March 26 in Bellevue 
Hospital, New York. Dottie Fay- 
ette, the sister, died two years ago. 





IN LOVING REMEMBRANCE OF 


HARRY 0’NEAL 


Who Passed Away 
March 28, 1928 


MR. AND MRS. JACK PEARL 
OAR Lor Picea MEE 


Miss Fayette had been working as 
a single. 

An attempt is being made to lo- 
cate relatives, believed residing on 
Long Island. 





Henry Preston Rhinock, 73, 
brother of the late Joseph L. Rhi- 
nock, New York and Cincinnati 
showman, died March 24 at the 
home of his daughter in Latonia, 
Ky. 

Deceased was formerly a theatre 
manager and his son, William, was 
treasurer of Keith's, Cincinnatt, 
during the two-a-day regime. 





Dominick Cavallo, 42, pianist at 
the Lincoln-Webster theatre in Chi- 
cago, dropped dead of heart dis- 
ease in the theatre March 20. 


Deaths Abroad 


Paris, March 17. 

“Gyp,” 52, well known Belgian 
quick-change performer, died sud- 
denly in Brussels. 

Jara Sedlacek, Czechoslovakian 
actor, died. at Prague. 

Stefan Christesco, 65, Rou. neniaa 
scientific writer, died in Paris 








cerning suspicions of entangling 
alliances between Sapene and Osso, 
the latter head of Paramount in- 
terests here. 


Chatter in Nice 


Nice, March 18. 

Rex Ingram tried to pull a fast 
one on Fox, but flopped. Wanted to 
borrow a Movietone wagon for an- 
other African picture he contem- 
plates, offering to throw all news- 
reel and featurette stuff their way 
in return for the sound equipment. 
Plan evaporated when he mentioned 
something about Fox covering neg- 
ative cost in return. 











Bill O’Brien of Fox Movietone 
keeps clipping off kings. He's 
nicked rulers of Sweden, Denmark 
and Monaco so far, as well as ex- 
kings of Portugal and Greece, and 
is angling for the kaiser now. Did 
800 feet of Nina Putnam dictating a 
batch of “Witty Kitty's,” a daily 
illustrated wisecrack she syndicates 
through Bell. 





“L’Evadee,” directed 


here’ by 


Henri Menessier and supervised by 





—,, 


Ingram, has been sold in France and 
Germany. Pallos, who has the world 
rights, did the trick, 





Stories that German companies 
were to build vast studios at Biot 
turns out to be the usual hooey. 
Biot is a hill town, world famous for 
its pottery, just back of Antibes. 
Guy de Maupassant died there. 





Anna May Wong, Gaston Jacquet, 
Lerch Boswick and Tila Garden aré 
working on exteriors at Monte 
Carlo. Richard Eichberg directing. 
San Francisco Chinese girl has had 
two big hits over here. 





Donatien, who made “Miss Edith, 
Duchess,” here, will be back to film 
“The Girl and the Waiter” 





Peguy of Nicea Films plans to 
shoot “Les Mufles” (“The Muzzle”) 
at Gaumont studios. Story is by 
a’E. Barbier. Gaumont’s has been 
cobwebby for two years. Last thing 
done there was a Mercanton pic- 
ture starring Betty Balfour. 





Two weeks of talkers at the Rial- 
to have been followed by silent vet- 
sions. Even of poor talkers, it cre- 
ated much interest and brought 
good grosses, System was Leon 
Gaumont’'s. 
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in his own spot to introduce her 
as Mrs. Bard and permitted her to 
sing another number. It was neither 

litic nor showmanly of Bard, and 

t down Miss Roland considerably 
after putting herself over in nice 
stvie on her own account. 

Bard wound up the first part with 
the aid of Bobby Callahan, of the 
Callahan Brgthers. J. Harold Mur- 
ray (New Acts), making debut In 
vaude, plainly copped honors, With 
Walter Donavan at the piano, Mur- 
ray stormed the house and had to 
beg. off after two encores and a 
speech. 

Lou Holtz, held over in next to 
shut, added a few new £ags, re- 
vived some old ones and made the 
Sunday mob like it. His standard 
*Solo Mio” guitar bit came in hand- 
Hy and is still sure fire. 





Bernard De Pace, crack mando- 
linist, with two fem dancers, opened 
fo good returns while displaying a 
sense of showmanship and plenty 





When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 


NEW Matinees 
APOLLO Wednesday and Saturday 


On the Site of the Old Olympic 
SEASON’S SENSATION! 


MAE WEST 


“DIAMOND LIL” 


THE MOST-TALKED-OF STAR AND 
PLAY IN THE WORLD 


ILLINOIS 
A. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mers. 
ANOTHER ZIEGFELD TRIUMPH 

MARILYN 

MILLER 

in ROSALIE with 
JACK 
DONAHUE 
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AUDITORIUM 
4 WEEKS ONLY 
Triamphant Return 


ZIEGFELD 
“RIO RITA” 


Bigger and Better Than Ever 














ERLANGER 


The D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. 


IN GILBERT AND SULLIVAN OPERAS 
“The Mikado” “The Gondoliers” 








MON., TUES.. WED. 1U } 
MAT. WED - MAT. BAT, a 
NAL WEEK COM. MONDAY, MARCH 25 
von. TUES... WED., “TRIAL BY JURY” 


and “PIRATES OF PENZANCE” 
THURS., FRL, SAT., “IOLANTHE” 





WOODS 


A Rombshell in the Theatre 


Richard Bennett 


in “JARNEGAN” 


The low-down on Ho'tywood 


Lake had what was rated a better 
than normal gross of $17,500. That 
was with seven acts of vaudeville 


They are going to wire the house 
next week and make a strong bid 
for the neighborhood trade. 





and one of those feature films they 


Meanwhile they are running with 
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the vaude programs. 

Last week, the theatre's first with 
sound, “Godless Girl’ and only five 
acts of vaudeville, brought in $32,- 
500. 

Outside the theatre the picture’s 
about everything now. It gets the 
exploitation, billing and business; 
and vaude layouts are planned to 
suit its running time. Inside, how- 
ever, the stage portion is still im- 
portant and has plenty to do with 
making or breaking a show. Sound 
or silent, a theatre‘s booker re- 
mains an important individual. 


Current bill has “Strange Cargo,” 
which runs an hour and twenty 
minutes, and six acts. First show 
needed cutting. Four of the six 
turns hung around long after they 
were wanted. In one or two in- 
stances might have been to give 
‘the stage crew a chance, but most 
of it looked like ordinary milking. 

Peter the Great, trained chim- 
panzee from pictures, opened and 
provided a good ten minutes of 
comedy. An unaffected little gent, 
eating, smoking and riding his bike 
like he doesn’t care who likes it, 
which he doesn't. Elcota and Byrne, 
comic xylophonist with dancing and 
singing girl partner, was snappy 
in his regular routine but took two 
classical encores that weren't asked 
for. 

Seven-people dance act titled 
“Whirl of Splendor,” featuring Har- 
rison and Fisher in adagio and 
waltz, was a heavy scorer in third 
spot. Featured femme has a mar- 
velous stationary one-toe whirl, and 
displays an A-1 build in the scan- 
tiest costume that has been seen 
in vaude, Supporting the team are 
four chorines and a gir] singer. All 
specialties start and end on a plat- 
form against a revolving rear wall, 
which carries one group from sight 
as it brings another into view. A 


big time turn throughout. 
Fourth was Frank Conville, nut 


comic, who had trouble getting re- 
sponse out of the early crowd until 
he finished with a striking imper- 
sonation of Chaplin, sure fire for 
this mob. Al Shean and Lynn Can- 





ter were fifth with an office sketch 
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IF YOU HAD DESIGNED IT FOR THE SHOW BUSINESS 
YOURSELF, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE MADE A CHANGE 


Remington Portable 


most dependable, 
New Design... New Color Combinations 


Eight new features, individual to Remington 
alone, make this the outstanding portable in 
typewriter history. Don’t buy a portable until 
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branches e\ 


Portable Typewriter Division 
Remington Rand Business Service, inc. 


The New 


most compact, easiest writing 


with standard keyboard and a 


new Remington Dealers and 


erywhere. 


seen the 
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had a habit of inserting between,;a mixed policy of five acts on Sun- 


day and three acts split up during 
the week. Programs are dressed 
with three or four short subjects 
on every bill with the acts sand- 
wiched in, program alternating from 
screen to stage. Harry Beaumont, 
formerly general booking manager 
of the Ascher circuit, is booking the 
vaude here, 


Last Thursday night biz was 
pretty brisk. Walsh and Garman, 
two boys and a piano, started off 
strongly but failed to hold the pace. 
Walsh, a baritone of good metal, 
has clear diction and looks well, but 
should stick to interpretive songs 
instead of straight ballad _ style. 
Garman is proficient at the ivories 
and executes a solo nicely. 


Terrill and Hanley, comedy acro- 
bats working “dumb,” scored with 
their tangled routines. Nothing 
particularly outstanding in the turn, 
but can go around the interme- 
diaries. Boys have been working 
picture houses, 

Freshman and Co-Eds, eastern 
act, features Mack Gordon, formerly 
with “Jacks and Queens.” Act car- 
ries three girls and three boys. It’s 
a song and dance affair of couples, 
not much on melody and little of 
hoofing. Gals are comely and speak 
lines fairly well, but that lets them 
out. Gordon is Hghtly funny at 
times. 

Hiouse program included an organ 
specialty with Don Gordon at the 
Wurlitzer, a travelogue, cartoon and 
Pathe newsreel, with “Air Legion” 
(Pathe) the feature. Loop. 


Green Mill cafe has cut out its 
floor girls and henceforth wiil play 
acts only, Ernie Young was to 
have put on the next show at the 
Mill but called it off after several 
rehearsals. Billy Rankin will con- 
tinue to book the acts, 


For the first time the State-Lake 
held a trade preview Thursday 
midnight on “Syncopation,” RKO 
talker. 





James Coston, operator in _ re- 
ceivership of the National Play- 
houses, back from a hurried trip to 
|New York. Will start remodeling 
the Stratford in a few weeks. 





Tom Dalton, owner of a string of 
burlesque houses on the Pacific 
coast, is here looking for people. 


Ascher Bros. are installing 
Moviephone, synchronous outfit, in 
the Diversey next week. 





H. C. Young, manager of the Chi- 
cago office of National Screen Serv- 
ice Corp. has installed a special 
service department to make up the 

|} de luxe style of art titles, hereto- 
|fore only made by the New York 
| office of the concern. 


Chieago Exhibitors’ Ass'n. is mov- 
|ing its offices to the Standard Oil 
; building April 10. 


onstrated his versatility recently by 


filling in for Eddie Dunstedter at 
the organ and giving the regular 


organ concert, 





Frank N. Phelps has resigned as 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum district man- 
ager for this section and has been 
succeeded by Claud Saunders, who 
for 10 years was the head of Para- 
mount’s exploitation department. 
Frank Burke remains as house 
manager, taking complete charge of 
the theatre, as well as handling the 
publicity for both R-K-O Twin City 


houses. 


The houses in Mr. Saunders’ 
group, in addition to the Minneapn- 
olis Hennepin-Orpheum and the St. 
Paul Palace-Orpheum, are those in 
Duluth, Winnipeg, Denver and 
Omaha. Like Mr. Phelps, he will 
make Minneapolis his headquarters. 

Mr. Phelps opened the Hennepin- 
Orpheum here and, under his expert 
guidance, it was a big money maker 
at the outset. The Orpheum circuit 
took him away for other assign- 
ments and trade toppled, 


After the Minnesota's opening the 
Hennepin-Orpheum ran into a 
heavy decline. At the start of the 
present season, Phelps was recalled 
from the Chicago executive offices 
as district manager to give especial 
attention to the Hennepin-Orpheum 
on the ground. Although other 
houses are running far behind the 
same period a year ago, the Henne- 
pin-Orpheum grosses have averaged 
10 per cent better. Phelps has not 
had a vacation in 15 years, and is 
planning an extended one. 


CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 
Hanna—"Good News.” 
Ohie—"'Dracula” (2d week). 

Gordon Square—Stock. 

Play house— Rep. 

Pictures 

Stillman (wired)—‘Broadway Melody” 
(4th week). 

Palace—-"‘Office Scandal’: vaude. 

Allen (wired)—‘Duke Steps Out.” 

Hip (wired)—‘“Hearts in Dixie” 
week). 

State (wired)—"Kid Glover’; unit. 

Cameo (wired)—‘Million Dollar Col- 


ar.” 
105th—"‘Samba”"; vaude, 





(3a 





Surprise when Carl Brokaw, for- 
mer assistant city editor of Cleve- 
land News, copped off job as press 
agent at Keith’s Palace. Consid- 
ered a rank outsider, Brokaw nosed 
out half-a-dozen boys in the 
racket, 





John Collins, from Newman the- 
atre, Kansas City, has been made 
p. a, for Loew here. 





Instead of closing in May, as 
usual, Hanna will play road attrac- 
tions up to June 8 “Coquette” did 
$23,000 last week, 





Harry Traxler, stagehand at 
Ohio, severely injured when hit by 
300-pound flood light. Was strik- 


ing “Bachelor Father” set closing 
night. Rope lowering “nuisance 
spot” to stage slipped and light 


struck Traxler, 
Frank Mayo, former Universal 
movie star, now m., c.’ing at Hotel 
Winton’s Rainbow Room, dance- 
and-dine spot, and sitting pretty. 





The New York Theatre Guild and 
A. L. Erlanger are completing plans 
for next year’s Guild subscription 
season at the American, Right 
weeks of the American’s coming 
season will be held for Guild at- 
tractions, 


Incomplete plans for next sea- 
gon at the American include Zieg- 
feld’s “Show Boat,” Eddie Cantor in 
“Whoopee,” “Three Cheers,” 
“Dracula,” “Blackbirds of 1928,” 
and “Billie.” Several Tyler revivals 
are also in prospect, 





RKO has postponed the date for 
talkers at the St. Louis to April 7. 


MONTREAL 


His Majesty’s—Dark,. 

Princess— Dark. 

Capitol—"‘Lady of the Pavements.” 
Palace—"Lucky Boy.” 
Loew's—"'Captain Lash.” 
Imperial—‘‘Seven Footprints.” 
Strand—Changes. 
Empress—Changes, 
Orpheuam—Stock. 

Gayety— Burlesque, 








Imperial will shortly be wired and 
that Loew’s will not be long in fol- 
lowing suit. Princess, legit, which 
has been used for pictures at odd 
times during each season is also 
ihely to be wired for next season's 
opening. 





Palace, which had a bad time last 
week, biNed “Broadway Melody” 
next week, 





Permit has been granted to build 
4.600-seater theatre at Stanley and 
Sct. Catherine in the heart of down- 
town. This will be another Famous 
Players house. Almost opposite this 
rite location has been purchas-d for 
similar theatre, which, it is said, 
will be operated by Fox interests, 











MORRISON 
HOTEL 


CHICAGO 


World's tallest, 1944 rooms and bathe 
































- §8T. REGIS HOTEL 


Single Room without Bath. $7. $8, $9.06 
Single Keom with Bath... .$10.50. $12.00 
Twin Beds without Bath.. . $11.00 


Double Koom without Bath. . $10, $12.00 
Double Room with Bath......$12. $14.00 
Twin Bede with Bath...... eeeten 14.08 
Running water ip all rooms 
Conveniently located to all theatres 
Within walking distance of the .icop 


516 N. Clark 8t., Phone—Superior 1322 
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ANNUAL CLEARANCE 


SALE 


New and Used Costumes 
LESTER LTD. 


14 W. Lake &t. - CHICAGO 
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PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


$@Q.00 and up 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
MOPELS—ALL 
AT G 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
OPEN EVENINGS 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


| 668 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 41st Streets, New York City | 


SOLE AGENTS FOR H & M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
Phones: Longacre 6197, Pennsylvania 9064 


SIZES ON HAND 
REATLY REDUCED PRICES 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 
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V ARIE Les Angeles Office for information. Mail 
P may be addressed care Variety, Loew’ 
ARTHUR UNGAR in Charge y E See Sante 
; Bidg., Suite 1221-22, Los Angeles. it will be 
Loew’s State Bldg., Suite 1221-22 held subject to call er forwarded, or adver- 
707 So. Broadway, Trinity 3711-3712 tised in Variety's Letter List. 
Pantages { pected The chief referred to the J. Lawrence Pillegard, assistant,;as a theatrical man, is being held 
Standard Pantages vaude bill this! Main street honky-tonks, that were | manager Fox West Coast's Wilson| here by Department of Justice op- CINCINNATI 
week. Nothing outstanding, but the! going the limit with the chumps.| at Fresno, appointed manager of eratives charged with having trans- By JOE KOLLING 
pay customers apparently relished.| Proprietors of one of the shows and|/the State, that city, replacing Ray/| ported Elsie Hipp, 17, of Charlotte, Taft—Stuart Walker stock. 
Harmony Four opened. Good har-|two outside ballyhoo men are now | Luddy, transferred to management] N. C., from that city to Buffalo in Cox—National Players stock. 
monizing voices, deserving a better | Serving 60-day jail sentences, of California and Strand, Salinas,| violation of the Mann “White Slave” Alboo—"Desort Nights”; vaude. 
spot Opened in dark stage, for no| er Cal, act. Scott is charged with having wo, Ned McCobb's Daughtor"¢ 
reason whatsoever. Deuce spot to Mrs Marie Sechw inder rodeo —— lured the girl by promises of fame Emprese—Mutual bur. 
Raymond Wilbert, comedy juggler | rider, in Ramona hospital, Los An- Actual construction of new 3,500-| and fortune in moving pictures. The Capitel—"‘Canary Murder Case,” 
and manipulator of golf clubs and) Seles, with broken rib following | seat house in Hollywood for Alex-| couple went from here to Canada elt Eee aan 00 
Satie ie has & peed sense of hu- | fall. ander Pantages started with break-|but were intercepted by Peace Strand—"Tide of Empire.” 
mor and had no trouble satisfying. oo were 20 a ae on, ne ground on site at Hollywood | Bridge authorittes when attempting atertgpupeaiins 
Golden Bird in trey spot. This is J. HK. Fats, projeclionist at Gate~ | houlevard and Argyle street. Pan-/to re-enter the United States. Scott 7 ‘ 
the singing canary bird gag. Shape-| W@Y, Los Angeles, in Methodist | tages has taken a 25-year lease on| was held in $10,000 bail. Brianger-Grand and Shubert thea 


ly dame with the violin draws favor- 
able attention and the bird 
in his chirps where needed. At the 
second show Saturday afternoon the 
bird didn’t work so well in tlhe audi- 


ence. When on stage everything 
okay. 

Cooney and Casey, man and 
woman comedy talking act, next. 
Male does a lot of hoke and soft; 
shoe dancing shuffle that got across | 


nicely. Nothing special. 
spot to Launa Alcaniz, Mex dancing 
and marimba band act. Six boys at 
the instruments, boy and girl step- 
pers in routine of Mex and Spanish 
dances. 
type. 
On the screen Universal's talker 
“Cohens and Kellys in Atlantic 
City.” 
Edwards. 


John Bennett will have principal 
supporting femme part in “The 
Pirate” which Curran and Belasco 
will present here, starring Doris 
Keane. Worthington C. Miner is 
directing production, assisted by 
Wm. Dubois, the author, and Alice 
Kauser, New York playbroker, who 
is said to own the play in associa- 
tion with Miss Keane. “The Pirate” 
opens at. the Belasco April 15, 


Though Superior Judge Westover 
awarded judgment for $1,000 in 
favor of Ralph Spence in his suit 
against Fred Hawks, hotel clerk, 
court also granted crogs-petition of 
Hawks for $1,000 against the writer 
for unpaid salary. Spence sued on 
an unpaid note. 


Chief of Police Davis notified 
Police Commission that the “in- 
decent shows” against which com- 
plaint was filed by the W. C. T. U. 
are all now under strict surveil- 
lance, with no further trouble ex- 














gets | 





Closing | 


About the usual run of that 





MOST ORIGINAL 


COFFEE SHOP 
in the Golden West 
Carl—MULLER’S—Lill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 
You Are Welcome 
724 So. Hill St., Los Angeles 
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SUB-LET 


2 very desirable offices at 
1560 Broadway, N. Y. C., 


Suite 1504 





hospital with infection after 


a tooth pulled. 


having 


Arrival here for 
19 Japanese hotel 


a week's stay of 
and railway men, 
who are making a tour of the Pacific 
coast, is reported to be forerunner 
of wholesale introduction into Japan 
of American hotel ideas and amuse- 


‘ments equipment. 


Warner replaced 
“Broadway,” 


John 
Crane 


James 
in at Vine St. 


Lola Adele Keyes granted divorce 


from Horace L. Keyes, saxophone 
player with Abe Lyman band. 
Charged cruelty and _ desertion. 
Couple married eight years, with 
ane child, custody of which was 
given to mother 

Rialto, Tucson, Ariz.; Lyric, Mon- 
rovia, Cal., and Melrose, Los Ange- 
les, are all being wired for Vita- 
phone. 


Local ae ae el union, Local 150, 
| oe Re E., is providing a course 
on bie Pe of sound equipment for 
all members. 





, scenario writer, has 
left Fox. Markson was formerly in 
the Paramount publicity depart- 
ment, 


Ben Markson 


Jane Manner, former conductor of 
a speech and drama school in New 
York, now personal voice tutor to 
Vilma Banky. 





“Tee for Two,” first James Glea- 
son sound short golf comedy for 
Pathe, now in. production. Monty 
Brice starts his first “Wildcat” 
short April 8. 





Claims of three participants in 
recent dancing marathon staged at 
Cinderella roof, that they were 
ypped out of $1,029 in prize money, 
were disallowed by state labor com- 
missioner. Claimants were Al John- 
son, Russell Secrest, vaude cartoon- 
ist, and Emil Pelle Catlin, former 
chorus man with “Student Prince” 
company. 





Mike Gore, former president West 
Coast Theatres, has installed Quali- 
tone reproduction device in his 
1,200-seat Tivoli, Los Angeles, 


Reb Spikes and Gene Wright, mu- 
sicians, filed suit with Labor Bureau 
against Nina Young Club (Nina 
Greene). Claims for pay total $83. 
Proprietor contends they quit with- 
out notice, 


Ford I. Beebe, long a writer of 
Pathe outdoor pictures, signed by 
U to write titles and continuity in 
serial and short department. 


Theodore Dickson has been placed 
in charge of wardrobe and property 
department at Pathe, and given title 
of service manager. 

















THEATRICAL OUTFITTERS 
1580 Broadway 





SCENERY 


and DRAPERIES 


SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO. Columbus. O. 


New York City 


| Norman Chaney, 11-year-old win- 
;ner of the tryout contests for Our 
| Gang comedies conducted by Loew 
| theatres in the east, is at the Roach 
|studio. He will be used as a brother 
| of Joe Cobb, same age, two inches 
| taller and 14 pounds heavier. Kid 
is slated for a three months’ stay. 
Lois Moran and her 
opened 
here. 


mother have 
a ready-to-wear gown shop 


New 12-week course in scenario 
writing will be started at University 
of Southern California this week. 
A. H. Halperin, formerly story edi- 
tor at Fox studios, is in charge. 

Roy McCray, former manager 
Shrine Auditorium, appointed act- 
ing manager Nat Farnum booking 





agency, which Mrs. Farnum is op- 
erating under her late husband's 
name. 














J. E. 
Nace, Phoenix, Ariz.; 
Khy.; Barnett 


Danny Lund, 
Amusement Co., 





FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


Creations Original 
USED IN ALL 
Fanchon and Marco Ideas playing West Coast Theatres, 
Tait and Hoyt Theatres in Australia 
and by 


Eviston, St. Petersburg, Fla.; Palmer Hines, Philadelphia, 
Johnstown, Pa.; 
Kansas City, 

and 
seventy-five other producers of De Luxe stage productions in the United States, 
Canada and Mexico 


FANCHON AND MARCO COSTUME COMPANY 


643 So. Olive St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


Inec., and Williamson & 


Pa.; Rickard & 
H. RK. Seeman, Lexington, 


Mo.; Bert Smith, Baltimore, 


building which will have 210 foot 
frontage by 310 feet depth. House 
is being constructed by Bartlett 
Syndicate Building Corp., who will 
ete business portion of build- 
ng. 


Robert E. Callahan, rodeo pro- 
moter, made defendant in four suits 
filed with State Labor Bureau to- 
taling $146 by riders who say they 
were not paid. 


TOLEDO 


y E. H. GOODING 
Palace—Wright stock. 
Vita-Temple—Passion Play. 
Paramount—“‘Dummy," stage 
Valentine—“Bellamy Trial.” 
State-—‘‘True Heaven.” 
Pantheon—‘“‘Love and the Devil.” 
Princess—‘‘Honeymoon Flats.”’ 
Rivoli—Vaudfilm (Pan). 
Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 
Empire—Mutual Bur. 

Woerld .(wired)—Change. 
Ohie (wired)—Change. 


show. 


“Three meals a day, 365 days a 
year, plus a good chance of getting 
along in the world.” That is why 
George May, formerly of Chicago, 
who tried his hand in the movies 
and on the musical comedy stage, 
has come here to take a job in a 
dental laboratory. 





Directors of the Retail Merchants’ 
Board indorsed the movement to 
establish a legit theatre here. Wil- 
liam E. Vogt and Will L. Kerr, who 
have booked shows into the Coli- 
seum from time to time, are pro- 
moters. They would build a 2,500- 
seat house, with $2.50 and $2 top 
price, 





All censorship bills before the 
Ohio assembly have been killed, and 
there'll be no cutting of talkers 
for at least two years. 


H. H. Geary, Fostoria, O., busi- 
ness man, seeks to build a combina- 
tion theatre, hotel and office build- 
ing to cost $400,000 in that city. 





Half of the six movie theatres in 
Marion, O., henceforth must be 
dark on Sundays, Judge George B. 
Scofield so ruling in the case of 
receivers for the Marion Photoplay 
Co., operators of the Grand, Marion 
and Orpheum theatres. 


KANSAS CITY 


By WILL R. HUGHES 

Orpheum—“Jimmie’s Women,” 
Russell Mack, guest star. 

Mainstreet—“His Captive 
vaude, 

Loew's Midland—‘“Broadway Melody.” 

Newman—"‘‘Close Harmony.” 

Pantages—“‘The Lone Wolf's Daugh- 
ter’; vaude. 

Royal—"Captain Lash.” 

Globe—Musical stock; pictures. 

Gayety—Mutual bur. 





stock; 


Woman"; 





Following Russell Mack as guest 
star at the Oberfelder-Ketcham 
stock at the Orpheum, for the week 
of March 30 the guest star will be 
Frances Starr. 





A bill to prohibit the practice of 
clairvoyance where money is ob- 
tained has been introduced in the 
legislature. The proposed fine is 
from $500 to $1,000 and a two-year 
penitentiary sentence. 





Last week’s voting at the Planta- 
tion Grill to choose four dance or- 
chestras to play return dates re- 
sulted in Ted Weems leading. 
Johnny Johnson and Pennsylvanians 
were next; Jimmie Joy and Bruns- 
wick recorders, third. 


Word comes from Lawrence, Kan- 
sas, the home of the Kansas State 
University, the revival of “Ten 
Nights in a Bar Room,” by the Uni- 
versity Players, will be taken on 
tour through Kansas in April. 


C. Clare Woods, late manager of 
the Royal, promoted to district man- 
ager of Class B houses in Colorado 
for Publix. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Buffalo—‘‘Chinatown Nights.” 
Hipp—‘“‘The Cameraman.” 
Century—-“The Godless Girl.” 
| Great lakes — “The .Greyhound 
Limited.’ 

oS River.” 








Gayety (Mutual)—"Broadway Scan- 
lals.”’ 
The Fox-Great Lakes’ theatre 


| orchestra returned to the pit this 


news reels. The house has been 
under all sound policy last 
August. 


since 








| 
cane playing for comedies and 
| 
! 
| 
i 


Wade Scott, giving his occupation 





Another sure-seater at 311 Dela- 
ware avenue announced. A Phila- 
delphia corporation operating Little 
Picture Theatres has,taken a 20- 
year lease and will erect a $45,000 
house to seat 300. 





VARIETY BUREAU 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 











By HARDIE MEAKIN 

Belasco (Shubert)—Dark. 

National (Erlanger-Rapley) — Steve 
Cochran's stock. 

Poli’s (Shubert)—*“Trial of Mary Du- 
gan’; next, “Good News.’ 

Gayety—‘‘Jazz Regiment” (colored mu- 
sical). 

Strand—Mutual bur. 

Pictures 
Columbia—'‘‘Bellamy Trial,” 
Earle—‘Carnation Kid." 
Fox—'‘‘Making the Grade.” 
Metropolitan—‘‘Lucky Boy.” 
Palace—'‘'Mating Call.” 


Loew houses are pulling a new 
one on placing advertising. Big 
spread went on Friday preceding 
Saturday opening; cut about half 
for Saturday and Sunday carried 
less than 75 lines single. 


Colored “Jazz Regiment” in at the 
Gayety replaces the stock burlesque. 
Recently the house added pictures 
to the burlesque, 

Jack Connolly, formerly here 
with Hays organization but now 
European director for Fox Movie- 
tone News, was in town on Satur- 
day trying to say hello to one thou- 
sand and one cronies in about six 
hours. Had a hectic day of it. Sails 
again Friday for Europe. 


Arthur DeTitta, former camera- 
man for Fox gilent News has been 
made contact man for both the 
Movietone and silent news, Office 
has been set up for him in the Fox 
theatre. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 
Lyceum—Dark. 
Temple—Dark. 
Rochester—‘‘Lone 

and vaude. 
Palace—V audfilm. 
Eastman—‘‘Redskin” and unit, 
Piceadilly—“Wild Orchids.’ 
Regent—‘“‘Behind the German Lines.” 

6—““Making the Grade.” 

Strand—Change. ° 
Family—Change. 
Gayety—Dark. 
Victeria—Mutual bur. 





Wolt’s Daughter” 


Gayety theatre closed for fourth 
time this season March 16. Film 
grind didn’t go, nor did medical 
lectures, 


Blanket passes to cops and fire- 
men issued by Rochester theatre. 
Urged to come and bring families. 


Blind man went voluntarily to 
Piccadilly to see “Canary Murder 
Case.” Management made him 
guest and announced blind would 
be welcome at all talking pictures. 
He said he could get story oke. 


Lyndy theatre finds seats torn 
out in renovation drug on market. 
Offers to give them away. 


Three Western New York villages 
voted for Sunday movies March 19 
and one against. Geneseo, Clyde 
and Naples were in the yes column, 
Geneseo showing record vote to 
down efforts of normal school of- 
ficials. Painted Post was 215 to 80 
negative. 

DES MOINES 

Berche!—Dark. 

Capitol—“Bellamy Trial.” 

Casino—‘‘Under the Tonto Rim.” 

Des Moines—‘‘The Iron Mask.” 

Garden—"The Awakening.” 

Orpheum—Vaudfilm. 

Palace—‘‘The Overland Tele 2graplh.’ 

President—‘“‘The Spider,” stock 

Princess—Dark. 


Strand—‘*True Heaven.” 





The Clement-Walsh Players at 


the President close March 30. 

A $425,000 office and theatre build- 
ing will soon be erected at Marshall- 
town, Iowa. A corporation will be 





formed to build the structure, and 
$100,000 in stock will be sold in the 
town. Reported A. H. Blank will 
lease, 





“Whispering” forces in the house 
killed the Iowa boxing bill sponsored 
by the American Legion, 


atres dark Holy Week. Fritz Leiber 
in Shakespearean rep at former 
house next week; no booking ane 
nounced for Shubert, 


Erlanger-Grand ready for sound 
pictures soon. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Wieting—Dark, reopening Monday wit® 
Ralph Murphy-Harry J. Brown stock. 
Temple—Mutual bur. and film, 
Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 

Loew's State—Vaudfilm. 

Strand—“ Behind Closed Doors.” 
Empire—‘*The Cohens and Kellys.” 
Eckel—‘“The Redeeming Sin.” 
Riviera—‘‘The Wolf of Wall Street.* 
Syracuse—C hange. 

Rivoli—Change. 

Brighton—Vaudfilm. 
Regent—Change. 

Harvard—Chanegs. 

Swan—Change. 

Palace—Change. 

Avon—Change. 





The Palace, neighborhood house, 
to be wired. 


Edmund R. Vadeboncoeur, Sun« 
day editor American, handling the 
dramatic desk; Franklin H. Chase, 
dramatic editor, confining activities 
to Journal. 


Schines have closed the De Luxe, 
Utica, with no reopening date. -Cir- 
cuit acquired this house from Rob- 
ins Enterprises; lease given by the 
Lux family until December, 1931. 


Morris Fitzer, one-time co-lessee 
of the Empire and later at the head 
of houses in Buffalo and Los An- 
geles, returned to the Empire as 
acting manager, filling in for Albert 
P, Kaufman. 








Bie 
Call for--- 




















\ 


and be assured of receiving the 
best materials properly blended ! 
SOLD EVERYWHERE ! 


Manufactured by 


Stein Cosmetic Co., N. Y. 

















: THE MAY. 
Let Us Do 
| 
| 





Your Shopping 


When you are in Los Angeles 
anything you want will be 
selected by expert shoppers 
and delivered to you—a May 
Company service to busy the- 
atrical folk. 


Just Phone MISS MONROE 
TUCKER 8211 




















DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 


and the dainty things milady 
loves 

















TINERS 
MAKE UP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 











THE STANDARD ENG RAVING.CO. Inery 





225 West. 39 St. NEW YORK. 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 


Se 





ss 
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PAS 
S 


Opposite 
N. V. A. Club 


$ Sand Up Single 
$13 and Up Double 


Shower Baths, Hot 


and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


-268 West 46th Street 
” New York City 


OY 
o te, 


Each Room O 


“492 West 44th Street 
New York City 


Phone BRYANT 7228-29 





' All Newly 
Decorated 


sand Up Single 
Sic and Up Double 


Hot and Cola. Water 


in 














| LETTERS 

; When Sending for Mafl 

; VARIETY, eddrese Mail Cher. 
q ARDS, _ ADVERTISING | oe 
Hl EpecULaR WILL NOP 
' BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED @& 
ONE I88SUE ONLY 





Phone: LONGACRE 6805 , 


THE BERTHA 








Fiotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE 


SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 UP 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH. $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WiTHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS. President 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOU!1 BATH, $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY¥ 
SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 PER DAY 


DOUBLE ROOM WITHOU 


DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH. $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


BATH, $14.00 PEK WEEK 





} 





COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms, 
t 
STZAM HEAT AND ELE 


Catering to the comfort and convenience 
he profession. 
CTLIC LIGHT- - + = = $15.00 UP 


«GO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 
FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 
NEW YORK CITY 


of 
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HOTEL 


JACKSO 
139 W.45th St 


Just East of Broadway 





| 


| 


Completely remodeled—everything 
of the best—Simmons furniture 
(Beautyrest mattresses), hot and 
cold water, telephones. showers. 


$12 for Single Room 
$15-$17 for Double Room 
$16-$18-$20 for Double Room 


(with Private Bath) 
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Baker Johnny 
| Berchman Mrs 
Bernard Jos E 
PBlei Felix 
PBradford Ted 
Buckley’ St F 


/ lark Frank 

'Cole Bros 
Yostello V' 

7 ronin Frank C 

; Dewees ‘W U 


s Bello J R 
4 f 
Haley. Mabe! 
Hall Georgia 
Kahn Red 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


Aid ‘Louis J’ 
Alberto’ Harold 
Andefson ‘ Lucille 


Kasuiki D 
Kelly Mae M S 
Kirk & Zion 


Lea Troy Ann 
leeder Rae 
Leighton B E 
Line Samuel 
Locust Sister 


Martan Nita 


Norman P 
Polla W C 


Rice Felix 
Robiole John 





Tammers Chas 
Lange Howard 
Lancent Louise 
i Lester Housen & C 
Barti Bros 


Bartram Gus Manns The 
Bradford V Martin Harry 
Bud Jeanette May Alice 


McCarthy Frank 
McGough Tex 
Moreno & Mons 
Morgan Chas 
Morrow M \ 
Mortenson Mr 


Burke Minnie 


Campus Five 
Carter Bob 
Castle Chick 
Chamberlain H 


Chapman Percy Murdock Weck 
Clute Chester 
Cornell ;Chas Neef V 


Curry Iyman A 


Dean Sia 
Dennison Geto 


Earle Vivjan 
Egbert Robert 
Evans i B 


Ford Wallie 
Frohman | Bert 


Gifford Wm 
Gilbert Bert — 
Goetz George 
Grifiths Frank 


Palmer Henry 
Purcell Chas 
Pymm F & P 


Raines & Avery, 
Rappi Harry 
Rector John 
Remos Paul i 
Rogers & King 
Roland Bobbie | 
Rome & Dunn | 
Rosen Lillian 
Rosita Mile 
Ruth Sis 


Siggie 

Smeck Roy 
Spahman Mrs _, 
Steinbeck Bruno 
Sylverter & V' 


Hall Rae Jr 
Hammond Al 
Herman Lewis 

| Hertz Lillian 

| Hogan & Stanley f 
Thomas Lillian 
Iversen Fritzie 
Vincent Larry 
Jones Billy 
Wayland F 
White Pierre 
Wright Geo M 
Wynn Ray 


Kay EM 
Celly. Andy 
<night Frank 





SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 
Orpheum—‘‘Forbidden Love”: vaude. 


Pantages—‘The Man Who Laughs,” 


vaude. 

: Beattie — “Close, Harmony,” Publix 
rath Ave.—‘“Desert Nights” and F-M 
show: , 


Music Box—"Sonny Boy.” 

Blue Mouse—“‘Kid Gloves.” 
Coliseum—‘‘True Heaven.” 

Winter Garden—“Someone to Love.” 
Columbia—“‘Caught in the Fog.” 





Earl Cook announces sound for 
Pan at Tacoma by April 1. 


Local Orpheum advertising Photo- 
phone soon. 





Big. extension of Fanchon and 
Marco in Northwest is seen by new 
‘neup and opening of offices in 
‘kihner building, for booking, this 
. be in charge of Alf G. Keighley, 
“ith Alma M. Roscoe in charge of 
lub dates. This arrangement just 
lade by M. D. Howe, general book- 
1® manager for F. and M. Earl 
immons, Northwest production 
lanager, will have his headquarters 
t the new offices. Class B units 


411 be available for smaller towns 
d theatres, 


Embassy installing 


‘ate 5 sound, 
d by April 15. 


com - 





Palace Hip closes April 1, with 
: Franks Company moving down 
ya% tate theatre, where rent is 
“per. Palace seats close to 2,000, 
vi type house and rents at re- 





Summer Concessions 


This is the idea! hotel for the 


| 


| 





” HOTEL ELK % 


205 West 53rd Street 
Just East of Broadway 
Running Water—Telephone in Every 
Room—Bath Adjacent 
Model Day and Night Service 
Single, $9-$10 
With private bath, $13 

















Transients $1.50 up 
Tel. CiRcle 0210 


THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


330 West 43rd Street, New York 


Longacre 7132 
Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults, 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 





& 








profersion—in the heart of the 








theatrical section 


Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 


[PEPPER PEE EEEE ETRE TT 











$1,000 a month. For rent 


ported 
sign is now out. Ackerman-Harris 
lease on the house expired six 


months ago. 


Sddie Fitzgerald is now publicity 
director for Fox-West Coast houses 
in Seattle succeeding George Lough- 
bourough, 


“Broadway Melody” (M-G-M) will 
open new Fox April 15. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


By JO ABRAMSON 
.Werba’s Brooklyn— Dark. 
‘Werb:’s Flatbush—‘‘Bed Fellows.” 
Boulevard— ‘‘Penthouse.”’ 
Werba’s Jamaica — “Canary 
‘ase’ (stock). 
Majestic—‘‘The Husband Habit.” 
Strand—‘“Sonny Boy.” 
Loew’s Met—“‘Alias Jimmy Valentine’; 
Momart—‘'U Boat 9." 
St. George Playhouse—Double feature. 
Albee—''The Spieler’; vaude 
Orpheum—‘‘The. Rainbow"; vaude. 
Rivera—“‘The Love Expert’ (stock). 
Paramount—‘‘Redskin"’; stage show. 
Fox—‘‘Lone Wolf's Daughter’; vaude. 
Star—Mutual bur. 
Gayety—Mutual bur. 
Mutual, Jamaica—Mutual bur. 


Three new attractions, with one 
at the Majestic, “The Husband 
Habit,” with Grace George, spon- 
sored by Williain Brady; Werba’s 
Flatbush has “Bed-Fellows,” farce 
which tried out last week in Flush- 
ing, and “Penthouse,” new comedy 
melo at the Boulevard. 





Next week brings in “Jonesy” at 
the Flatbush which several weeks 
ago tried out at the Majestic; “Car- 
nival,” new play with large cast 
slated for -the Boulevard, and 
“Chauve Souris’ company for the 
Majestic. 

New Keith vaudfilm house opened 
last week in Richmond Hill with 
great sendoff by local merchants 
and civic associations. Harry Mit- 
chell manager. Albert Markert built 
the house which seats 3,000. 


Herman Wacke, old timer of 
Coney Island and one of the first 
motion picture house owners at the 
seashore, knocked down by automo- 
bile. In Coney Island Hospital with 
fractured skull. 





Louis Stauch, of Coney Island 
restaurant fame, is reported ill in 
Florida and due back here this 
week. ‘ 


PORTLAND, ME. 


By HAL CRAM 

Empire—Revival week, screen hits of 
past. 

Jefferson—Dark. 

Strand—'‘‘Carnation Kid” 
Hines stage. 

Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 

Maine—‘‘Conquest.’’ 

Portland—‘“Three Week-Ends.”’ 


and Harry 


“Broadway Melody” dated for 


Strand. 

Michael J. Garrity, for more than 
15 years lessee and manager of the 
Jefferson theatre here, will take 
eharge of the theatre for the Rt. 
Rey. John Gregory Murray at the 
termination of the lease by the 
Strand Co. April 2. 

Mr. Garrity hints there is a pos- 
sibility of an improved theatre oc- 





¢cupying the location, as one of the 
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RUANO APARTMENTS 
800 Eighth Ave. (49th St.) 


CHICKERING 3550 
2-3 Rooms, Bath and Kitchenette. 
Accommodate 3-5 Persons. Complete 
Hotel Service. Attractively Furnished. 


Under New Management 


4 | 


LANDSEER APTS. 


245 West 5lst Street 
Columbus 8950 


IRVINGTON HALL 


355 West “ist Street 


600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 





Columbus 1360 


1-2-3-4-reom apartments. 


theatrical district. 


Principal Office: 


HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 


Each apartment with private bath, phone, 
kitchen, kitchenette. 


$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished apartments directly 
under the supervision of the owner. 


All fireproof buildings. 
Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 


Landseer Apts., 245 West Sist Street, New York 
Apartments can be seen evenings. 


Will Lease by the Week. Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 


BENDOR COURT 


343 West 65th Street 
Coiumbus 6066 


HENRI COURT 


312 West 48th Street 
3830 Longacre 





3560 Longacre 


Located in the center of the 


Office in each building. 


























RATES REDUCED 


$15.00 UP 


For Two Persons 





WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION 


| LOU HOLTz’s 


YANDIS Cou RT 


241 WEST 43D STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
PHONE LACKAWANNA 17740 


One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen 


Completely Furnished 
In the Heart of Times Square 














REDUCED RENTALS 





big picture producing companies 
has had the theatre and the ad- 
joining property surveyed. 


THE BRONX, N. Y. C. 


Rolland theatre company, from 
Brooklyn, installed at the Prospect 
indef. Michal Michalesko stars in 
Yiddish musical comedies only. 








Consolidated. Amusement . Enter- 
prises getting ready to wire all its 
Bronx houses, only the Willis, 
Forum and Oxford being wired at 
present. 


Vaudeville and pictures lasted but 
two weeks at the Bronx Opera 
House, former subway § circuit 
stand. House is again dark. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 
Falace—“‘All at Sea.”’ 
Circle—"“The Godless Girl” 
Apollo—‘‘Red Wine.” 
Indiana—‘‘Geraldine.” 

Ohio— ‘Canary Murder Case.” 
English’s—Stock. 





George C. Tyler’s “Macbeth” had 
good attendance three days at 
Murat. 

Mrs. Edward H. Jacobs, Los An- 
geles, chairman of California Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs, movie 
committee, will speak before Na- 
tional Indorsers of Photoplays April 
4 at the Claypool. The session will 
last two days. 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 


Alvin—"A Connecticut Yankee.” 
Pitt—Dark. 

- Nixon—Dark. 

Davie—Vaude. 

Academy—Mutual bur. 

Pictures 

Stanley — “Lone Wolf's .Daughter’; 
Tom Mix. 

Penn—‘“Desert Nights’’; Publix unit. 

Grand—"‘Sonny Boy’’ (2d week). 

Aldine—"‘Strong Boy.” 

Enright — “Hardboiled Rosie’; 
Powell stage show. 

Regent—‘“Naughty Baby.” 

Harris— V audefilm. 

Sheridan Square—Vaudefilm. 





Dick 





Holy Week finds all but one legit 
theatre in town dark. 


“Broadway Melody” comes 
Aldine next week for run at regu- 
lar 25-35-50 scale. Grand, Stan- 
ley-WB, gets “Divine Lady” at same 
time. 


Pitt, one of Shubert’s two legit 
theatres here, being wired. j 


Stanley-WB executives here have 
done away with all 24 sheets, going 
in for one and twos instead. Bill- 
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00 47th to 48th Streets, East 
7 Single room, use of bath. 
Double room, use of $9.50 
UME. «S000 dees en eene 
a Day SPECIAL WEEKLY 
and Up 7 oe 





CATERING TO THE BEST IN THE PROFESSION 


THE NEW FLANDERS 


RATES 
BIZEL, Resident Manager 


of Broadway, New York 25 
Single room with bath— | 
$3.00 double room. with 
bath. 

TO THE PROFESSION a Day 


and Up 
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bedroom were eliminated, with sev- 
eral titles being thrown into dis- 
ecard. 


Rumors again about that Fox had 
purchased Donahoe site on Fifth 
avenue, one of stem’s choicest. lo- 
cations. It was known sometime 
ago that Fox had option on prop- 
erty, but deal supposedly fell 
through when Loew chain was 
taken over, which would give Fox 
two houses here, Aldine and Penn. 
Only explanation would be that per- 
haps Fox wants his own de luxer 
here, since it is possible that U. A. 
has more to say in Penn than Loews 
had. No confirmation of deal, but 
those in know say it’s authentic. 


BIRMINGHAM 


By ROBERT H. BROWN 
Alabama—“The Wolf Song”; unit. 
Ritz—'‘Weary River’’; vaude. 

m—‘Trial Marriage.” 
Empire—'"‘Desert Night.” 
Galax—‘“‘Simba.” 
Strand—‘‘Red Lips.” 
Lyric—Stock. 





For six straight weeks rain has 
ruined the show business in Bir- 
mingham. South Alabama com- 
pletely flooded. 


Empire, Publix house at Mont- 
gomery, put on a midnight show 
of “The Iron Mask” for benefit of 
flood sufferers. 





Strand rigged up a phonograph 
in the lobby behind a screen and 
played a record consisting of laughs 
during the showing of “Cohens and 
Kellys.” 

Charges against E. A. Cardwel 
and Ellis Alverson of bombing 
downtown theatres were nol prossed. 
Cases dropped on recommendation 
of the prosecution. 


OTTAWA 
By W. M. GLADISH 


Theatre managers of Ottawa, On- 


tario, are riled because the City 
Council obtained special legislation 
from the Ontario Government to 


exempt the Little Theatre from civic 
taxation on the ground that it is a 
community enterprise. As a matter 





boards were said to have been un-j|of fact, the Little Theatre has 
der contract to Rowland and Clark| booked a considerable number of 
for six years from time Stanley} road attractions. 
bought chain. When Warners came —--— 
in, Spyros Skouras immediately be- Prescott, Ontario, has been chosen 
gan looking for a loophole in the! by the Canadian Government as the 
contract. shipping terminal for the freight 
waterway route on the Great Lakes 
Censors here almost ruined last}and with plans under way foi 
reel of “Why Be Good?” First Na-j| erection of huge government dock 
tional picture’ starring Colleenj| and elevators. The Allens, former- 
Moore. . Most of .flashes .showing' ly a power in Canadian theatre cir- 





—— 





cles, have purchased a site in Pres- 
cott, and Richards and Abra, Ottawa 
architects, are. preparing plans for 
a theatre. 





TORONTO 


By G. A. &. 


Royal Alexandra-—"‘Here ‘Tis’ (Cane@- 
dian Revue $2.00). 

Princess—‘‘Dracula.” 

Empire— Stock. 

Victoria—Stock. 

Loew's—'‘Case of Lena Smith’’; vaude, 


Pantages—‘‘Cohens and Kellys at At- 
lantic City’; vaude. 

Uptown— ‘The Dummy”; stage show. 

voli—‘Bellamy Trial.” 

Hippodrome — “Name the Woman"; 
vaude. 

Arena—Skating Club Carnival. 

Palace—‘Shopworn Angel’; vaude. 

Runnymede—“‘Sins of the Fathers 
vaude, 





Town is going goofy on musicals, 


“Desert Song” did $33,000 and 
“Luckee Girl’ took $28,000.. This 
week Royal Alexandra is going 


strong on “Here 'Tis,” which will 
likely pull $22,000 on a $2 top. 


N. L. Nathanson, managing di- 
rector of Famous Players Canadian 
Corporation, broke into print this 
week to endorse a picture for the 
first time on record, He handed 
“Broadway Melody” (Metro) a rave, 
It comes into the Tivoli next week. 

Metropolitan, Winnipeg, (vaude- 
pict) has switched from a Saturday 
to a Friday opening. House is 
credited with starting the Satur- 
day opening vogue in Canada, 





World Wide Pictures have five 
features ready for release here. To- 
ronto is likely to be chosen as dis- 
tributing center for this English 
outfit. Previews of the five have 
drawn excellent notices, particularly 
for “Moulin Rouge” and “Tommy 
Atkins.” 





The Capitol, Kingston, Ont., and 
the Capitol, St. Catharines, Ont., 
both went sound this week. There 
are now 15 Canadian towns wired, 


Sherbrooke, Que- 
bec, recently went sound and busi- 
ness dropped 50 per cent... Silent 
pictures switched on and biz failed 
to return. United Amusement of 
Montreal decided the reason sound 


The Granada, 








the | } 







failed was all dialog was in Eng- 
lish and population is French. It 
was decided to try a split week. 
| Now half the week is silent, with 
the other half audible. 3iz has 
picked up. 

Northern Electrie of Canada ha 
een given the contract to wi 
seven flicker palaces in A 
This heing U. S&S. territory 

}eape Canadian duty on eq { 
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PHIL 
SPITALNY 








As busy as 
if he were 
twins. So if 
he ‘‘owes’’ 
you a letter, please 
consider his busy-ness: 





Guest Conductor 


CAPITOL THEATRE 


CONCERT ORCHESTRA 


Grill Room (Roof Garden When Open) 


HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA 


DANCE BAND 


Recording for 


EDISON~—THE NEW RECORDS 


(48-RECORD CONTRACT) 


Sound Films 


M-G-M MOVIETONE 


(THREE SUBJECTS NOW MADE) 


Broadcasting through 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING CO. 
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F He is gratejul to them—and to you 
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